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The Civil War 1640-1660



  

This was a Row between 
the King and Parliament



  

At the time when
Magic Died & Science was Born



  

Science was Born 28 Nov, 1660
at Gresham College



  

At Lecture by Christopher Wren

There 
were 

eleven 
key men 
at this 
lecture



  

The Right Revd John Wilkins- 
Parliamentarian

Warden of 
Wadham College

Married Oliver 
Cromwell’s Sister

Master of Trinity 
College

Down and Out
First Chairman of 

Royal Society
Bishop of Chester



  

Viscount William Brouncker - 
Royalist

Courtier to 
Charles I

Hid During 
Cromwell’s Rule

Signed 
Declaration of 
1660

Bought Charles II 
a yacht

First President of 
Royal Society



  

Robert Boyle – 
Parliamentarian 

Irish 
Theological 
Writer living in 
Dorset

Student of 
Wilkins at 
Wadham 
College

Inspired 
Physicist



  

Alexander Bruce, Second Earl 
of Kincardine - Royalist

Son of Mining 
Engineer Sir 
George Bruce

Family made Earls 
by Charles I

Exiled in Europe 
during Civil War

Came back top 
London with 
Charles II



  

Dr Jonathon Goddard – 
Parliamentarian 

Degree in Medicine from Cambridge 
1643

Warden of Merton College, Oxford
Professor of Physic at Gresham 

College in 1655
Oliver Cromwell’s Personal 

Physician
Dismissed from Oxford by Charles II



  

Sir Paul Neile - Royalist

Courtier to Charles I
Hid in Maidenhead During 

Cromwell’s Rule
Good a making lenses
Gave Wren a Telescope when Wren 

came to Gresham
Went on Wilkin’s Honeymoon 



  

Dr William Petty – 
Parliamentarian 

Invented Statistics
Professor of 

Anatomy at 
Brasenose, Oxford & 
Music at Gresham

Physician to 
Cromwell’s Irish 
Campaign

Carried out Down 
Survey

Thrown out of 
Oxford by Charles II



  

Mr William Ball- Royalist

Amateur Scientist who worked with 
John Wallis and Huygens

Spent time exiled in the Nederlands
Strong supporter of the King who 

worked for the Restoration
Charles II insisted he became the 

First Treasurer of The Royal 
Society



  

Prof Laurence Rooke - 
Parliamentarian

Studied under Wilkins and Seth 
Ward at Wadham College

Professor of Astronomy at 
Gresham

Made Professor of Geometry at 
Gresham when Wren made 
Professor of Astronomy

Hosted 28 Nov Meeting at Gresham
Interested in the problem of 

Longitude



  

Sir Christopher Wren - 
Parliamentarian

Son of Royalist 
Dean of Windsor

Became 
supporter of 
Parliament when 
he moved 
Wadham to 
study under 
Wilkins

Professor of 
Astronomy at 
Gresham



  

Mr Abraham Hill- Uncommitted

He was 26 years old and had 
inherited wealth

His money, and the fact he was 
prepared to spend it supporting the 
new Society, seems his only virtue

That leaves only one other founder, 
and he is the one who made it 
happen as I will explain



  

Sir Robert Moray
1609 Born in Perthshire, son of Sir Mungo 

Moray
1624 inspired by Sir George Bruce’s 

underwater coal mine in the Firth of Forth
1630 Educated at St Andrews University



  

What Remains of 
Sir George Bruce’s 
Undersea Coal Mine



  

Moray’s Early Career
1633 joined the Scots Guards of 

Louis XIII of France as an Engineer
1641 sent back to Scotland by 

Cardinal Richelieu, to help make 
trouble for Charles I.

Joined the Covenantor's Army, as 
QuarterMaster General, and 
marched South to take Newcastle.



  

Moray Made a Mason
20 May 1641 Moray was made a 

Freemason whilst garrisoned at 
Newcastle

It was Witnessed by 
Bro. General Alexander Hamilton
And Bro. John Mylne



  

The Minute of 
Moray’s Initiation



  

Becoming Sir Robert
4 Dec 1642 Cardinal 

Richelieu died
10 Jan 1643 Moray 

carried news of 
Richelieu’s death to 
Charles, and is knighted.

Moray returned France 
-promoted to Colonel in 
Scots Guard.

24 Nov 1643 Moray 
captured, imprisoned in 
Bavaria, left to rot 



  

Death & Prison
14 May 1643 Louis XIII died
Succeeded by Louis XIV who was 

four years old
France ruled by Cardinal Mazarin, 

who disliked Moray, as a favourite 
of Richelieu 

Moray captured and imprisoned in 
Bavaria. Left to rot.



  

Returned to Favour
28 April 1645. Sir Robert 

ransomed for £16,500 by Mazarin
Moray sent to London to rejoin 

the Covenanters to help 
negotiate Charles I’s surrender 
to the Scots

His Masonic Brethren from 
Newcastle were leading the 
Scottish Delegation



  

July 1644 Charles was defeated at 
Battle of Marston Moor

Charles I gave 
himself up to Scots at 
Newark.

The Scots sold 
Charles to Cromwell 
but Moray tried to 
help the king escape, 
disguised as woman. 



  

Escape to Exile
26 June 

1645 
Charles, 
Prince of 
Wales 
escaped 
to France



  

Capture and Flight
24 Dec 1646 Charles I was handed 

over to Cromwell for trial
Moray returned to Edinburgh, he is 

recorded as being present at a 
meeting of the Lodge of Edinburgh 
on 27 July 1647, where he met with 
the Earl of Lauderdale at the 
Initiation of William Maxwell



  

Return to France
May 1648 Moray returned to Paris 

and met with the Prince of Wales
Moray delivered, to the Prince of 

Wales, a formal letter from 
Hamilton and Lauderdale 
requesting the Prince come to 
Scotland to lead a group of Stuart 
supporters.

9 July 1648 Charles travelled with 
Moray to meet with Lauderdale in 
Helvoetsluys



  

Charles I was tried for Treason

He was found guilty



  

Charles condemned to Death 
27 Jan 1649



  

Charles II is proclaimed King 
in Jersey and Scotland

Moray negotiates 
with Charles on 
behalf of the Earl of 
Lauderdale for him 
to be Crowned King 
of Scots

Charles sails for 
Scotland

Is Crowned at 
Scoon 1 Jan 1650 
by Marquis of Argyll

But Cromwell drives 
Charles II into exile in 

France



  

What of Sir Robert?
He stayed in Scotland to marry 

Sophia Linsey
And to organize an uprising 

against Cromwell
Was accused of plotting to kill the 

king but eventually cleared.
After the death of his wife, in 

childbirth, he joined the king in 
France



  

Restoration Britain - 1660

Charles II is 
invited to 
return by 
Monck

He became 
the First 
Constitutional 
Monarch of 
Britain



  

He returned to a Weak Navy

He was 
threatened 
with a Naval 
War with the 
Dutch

His Navy 
was run 
down

And he had 
No Money



  

The Dutch had Better Ships
They had developed faster, more 

manoeuvrable vessels
But so had William Petty



  

Petty had built a new type of Yacht 

She was 
called The 
Experiment

And Beat 
the King’s 
Mailboat in a 
Race from 
Holyhead to 
Dublin

He then built a similar 
yacht for the King’s own 
use it was called The 
Greyhound



  

The King fitted her out

With a Crimson 
and Damask 
Bed

And Gilt Leather 
hangings

To entertain his 
lady friends

Such as Nell 
Gwyn



  

Charles was Restored to the 
Throne of England in 
June 1660

Moray returned to London, 
after ten year’s exile, in 
August 1660

In Nov 1660 he founded a 
Scientific Society in London

Jan 1661 Charles agreed to 
give the new Society a Royal 
Charter making it the Royal 
Society



  

Moray brought in Top 
Mathematicians
John Wilkins, 
Who was Oliver 

Cromwell’s 
Brother in law

•And his friends Seth 
Ward and John Wallis



  

They had been supporters of 
Oliver Cromwell
So they were 

glad to work 
for nothing

It was far 
better than 
being dug-up, 
hung and 
having your 
head stuck on 
a pole, like 
Oliver!



  

Within 3 Months of Returning 
to London Moray formed the 
most important Scientific 
Society in the World

He brought in disgraced and 
disenfranchised Parliamentarian Academics 

Wealthy Royalist Courtiers
And persuaded them to work together to 

solve the basic problems of Modern 
Science. - How?



  

Moray used his Freemasonry
First he contacted the speculative thinkers First he contacted the speculative thinkers 

who had formed lodges in London.who had formed lodges in London.
Second he used the ideas of the Scottish Second he used the ideas of the Scottish 

Masonic Schaw Statues to organise his Masonic Schaw Statues to organise his 
new society in a way to avoid the new society in a way to avoid the 
distractions of religion and politicsdistractions of religion and politics

Third he took the Masonic idea of studying Third he took the Masonic idea of studying 
the hidden mysteries of nature and the hidden mysteries of nature and 
science and gave it applicationscience and gave it application



  

Moray used his knowledge of 
Freemasonry to create a society 
to support the Navy of Charles II
It matters little that Sir Robert Moray had a 

limited political end 

He saw a major problem for Charles II if 
the technical difficulties of the British 
Navy were not solved.

His solution was the Royal Society. 

This Society went on to be far more than 
Moray ever dreamed possible. 



  

Why did the Royal Society 
Succeed?

The problems of navigation were 
also the problems of life, the 
universe and everything! 

Once scientists were freed from 
the shackles of politics, religious 
dogma and superstition they set 
about addressing these questions. 

The Advance of Modern Science 
and Technology can be traced 
directly back to twelve men, 
inspired and motivated by …



  

Sir Robert Moray

No Picture exists of Sir 
Robert but this is a portrait of 
his cousin David Moray who 

was said to bear a family 
resemblence


