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The Tale of the "Paper Tiger"
Nguyen Khac Chinh, Esq.
(English translation)

Let me tell you a story which happened long ago, yet it remains so
contemporary. This is the story of the "paper tiger".
Before and after April 30, 1975 I did not leave Vietnam, nor did I follow the
fleeing horde. Not only did I stay in the country, but I also set up an organization
called the "National Liberation Front". We fought the communists with whatever
we possessed, hidden firearms, a radio station with 1 kilometer range, a printing
shop to supply us with both pamphlets and counterfeit Vietnamese currency.
The day I was arrested, on December 27, 1975, at 9:00 a.m., a communist
policeman grumbled as he handcuffed me,
"A thousand armies and ten thousand horses cannot beat us, what can you
do, a weakling who can't even tie up a chicken?"
I thought it was just a passing profanity, but the guy pointed his finger to my
face exacting a response. I retorted,
"I fight you with what a thousand armies and ten thousand horses cannot
prevail!"
"What is it?"
"This!" I showed him my head.
x

I stayed back in Vietnam because I could not believe the Americans could
have skedaddled. They must have a plan for a victorious come back, or at least a
decent retrieval within 3 or 5 years. Yet 3, then 5 years passed by. On Dec. 27, 1993,
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International, I had been the first finalist with my short story written in French in an
international literary contest in 1966.
I was flabbergasted when I learned that the U.S. was about to establish
diplomatic relations with the Vietnamese communists, which meant that the 17 years
of my youth spent in prison were in vain! No wonder the communists had been
repeating to me that the Americans were "a paper tiger" which I had vehemently
refuted. For 2 years they had interrogated me. One of their questions had been,
"What do you think of the Americans before 4/30/75? And how do you evaluate
them since that date?" My response had to be in writing. I had been allowed to write
for as long as I needed instead of doing hard labor. After 6 months, they had forced
on me their answer that the Americans were a paper tiger. A tiger for all it looked,
armed to the teeth, using the most advanced methods of killing, feeding itself on
living flesh, but to and behold! this tiger was made of paper because it was beaten
when confronted with the communist wooden sticks, hammers and sickles.
A paper tiger, indeed! This tiger was trounced by the Vietnamese communists
and fled to save its own skin, leaving behind solemn promises, longstanding friends,
and its very honor in order to survive in shame and contempt.
So, what then, were the causes of the American defeat? How could a real tiger
become a paper tiger? One of the causes should be found in the "anti-war cry" of a
Jane Fonda, coupled with the "guilt" of a Vietnam veteran, a medal-studded hero of
the Vietnam war, a John Kerry who is toying with the hope of becoming a future
American president, a commander-in chief of the American army which he
deprecated and betrayed !
A strange phenomenon which "ten thousand" books on the Vietnam war
have not singled out, dissected, accurately assessed, is the fact that after 4/30/75, in
the eyes of the Vietnamese communists, the Chinese communists, and the whole
world, the Americans look formidable but, in reality, they are only a "paper tiger".
A small gang of Vietnamese communists was enough to chase them away!
Is this the end of the story? Not yet. There ensues a lesson. The lesson
teaches that bravado can browbeat the Americans. Fight them, and they back out!
This lesson, unfortunately, was not learned by a John Kerry, a John
Edwards, a Hillary, or a Kennedy, but it became the bible for Bin Laden, Osama
Omar, Saddam Hussein and their likes. "Quod isti et istae, cur non ego?" The
Vietnamese succeeded, why not us, a thousand times stronger and richer than they?
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only the attack on 2 American embassies, the assault on the American military
headquarters in Saudi Arabia, the one on the USS Cole warship, and recently the
destruction of the Twin Towers in New York and the Pentagon.
Let's frankly admit the truth even if it hurts. Which truth? The truth that
the April 30, 1975 misfortune triggered the September 11, 2001 tragedy. If there
weren't 4/30/75, there wouldn't be 9/11/01 ! Still, they are clamoring for troop
withdrawal ! Withdrawal from Iraq after Vietnam? Where else and when? Until
there is no more American soil to come back to?
To denounce the Iraq war on the grounds that Iraq did not possess arms of
mass destruction, that Iraq had no ties with Al Qaeda, is tantamount to saying that it
was the best policy not to arrest or destroy Bin Laden ! Bill Clinton might have felt
qualms about arresting or destroying Bin Laden for fear that American voters and
the world would condemn him, just as G. W. Bush is condemned because he ousted
Saddam Hussein. As a consequence, Bin Laden was allowed freedom to act. Then
came 9/11/01, and public opinion accused the Administration for not having arrested
or killed Bin Laden. The same would happen if Iraq were not attacked, if Saddam
Hussein were not removed from office, and if 9/11/01 were to repeat a few times, G.
W. Bush, as the president, would be blamed for not anticipating and acting promptly
at the right time. Those misconceptions and contradictions only happened when
individual ambitions prevailed over reason and public interest.
Furthermore, there is also a lack of circumspection and knowledge. "Speak
up when you know, if you don't, just listen." Don't pretend to ignore you are
ignorant.
They haven't, so far, understood why the U.S. should go to war in Iraq. The
cause is not the WMD, as the gossip goes. Granted that Iraq could have had WMD,
some nuclear bombs and a few tons of biological weapons wouldn't have worried the
Americans so much as kids being threatened by a cane. Let's remember that, in the
past, thousands of Soviet nuclear warheads pointing at the U.S.A. could not have
deterred the Americans. On the contrary, the Americans kept on harassing their
enemy day and night until the USSR surrendered.
Now, why the war in Iraq? Those shortsighted politicians did not grasp the
justification behind the Iraq war. Left to themselves, only a few months in office,
not even the whole presidential term would suffice to reduce the U.S.A. to a doll's
shirt. Did they see the difference between the Afghan war and the Iraq war? How
could they fathom the more consequential reasons behind the Iraq war?
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mere tramp had had the impudence to strike her an almost deadly blow. The
invincible U.S.A. could not have predicted that because she had backed out of
Vietnam, she had diminished her world esteem, and that, being a tiger in the flesh,
she had shrunk into a "paper tiger" whom the Vietnamese communists had skinned
alive and displayed for all to see, claiming they had caught the mighty tiger, an
example to be followed by others. On the contrary, the Iraq war, in which the U.S.
played an active role, was meant to eradicate any future adverse happenings. If Iraq
hadn't collaborated with Al Qaeda, it had, nevertheless, remained the king of
repression and terrorism, only steps away from Al Qaeda. Thus, "Birds of a feather
flock together." Consequently, 9/11/01 had to be eliminated in self-defense and in the
defense of the world. Obviously, Bin Laden would have company, and together with
Saddam Hussein, both had to be removed because the latter would never forgive the
U.S. for having kicked him out of Kuwait. Not to mention some other countries
which, either through resentment, hate, or envy, had taken advantage of the murky
situation to act against the U.S. Should the U.S. wait until Saddam Hussein possessed
the WMD to act, adverse opinions would tax the Administration with being sluggish
and negligent. When the Administration decided to act, they complained about the
incomplete proofs of WMD and collaboration with terrorists !
That's the price freedom and democracy have to pay for the services of
opportunists. War and peace signify law and order. If you want peace, make war,
"Si vis pacem, para bellum."
It is also the price paid to "hateful egotism" which turns white into black,
right into wrong, thus creating an absurd and grotesque picture of America !
Imagine a country at war that, while needing all the support it could mobilize to
fight for a good cause, reviles against itself, calling itself wrongdoers and liars.
They think they vilify the Administration, but who is the Administration? They
themselves helped elect it to represent them. Therefore, they are vilifying
themselves !
What a subject of ridicule! What a mess! What a loss! The Vietnamese
experience, the "paper tiger experience" are not enough to wake them up. They
want to change the paper tiger into a worm to be stomped under foot ! Just listen to
John Kerry- John Edwards, and you'll see ! The U.S. will even lose its title of "paper
tiger".

