
THANK YOU, MR. EDWARDS 

Men in early Connecticut Masonry left their mark upon every phase of Ameri
can Life. From David Wooster, MajorGeneral and hero of the American Revolution, 
to Major General Samuel Holden Parsons, who drowned in the Big Beaver River in 
Ohio the year the Connecticut Grand Lodge wa~ formed, the names of stalwart 
Connecticut Masons are recorded in history. 

Ephraim Kirby - one of the best known names in Masonry and a prime mover 
for the establishment of a Grand Lodge; a Commissioned Officer in the Army; 
underwent his baptism of fire at Bunker Hill at the age of 17 where he received the 
first of 13 wounds. A sta lwart member, Master, and Secretary of St. Paul's Lodge in 
Litchfield, he served terms as Grand Senior Deacon, Grand Junior Warden, and 
Grand Senior Warden, and would probably have been elected Grand Master except 
for his election as High Priest of the Royal Arch Chapter and, in the same year, as 
General Grand High Priest when the General Grand Chapter was formed. (Picture 
and Biography follows). 

Israel Putnam- the only Major General in the Revolution who served with that 
rank throughout the war. His education was almost non-existent and his writing 
nearly illegible. His language was colloquial but "colorful"; but his bravery was 
beyond question and his activity beyond compare. 

Joshua King - this was the Lieutenant King to whom the British spy, Major 
Andre, first revealed his identity. He later became a Major General of Militia. 

Comfort Sage - Colonel of the 23rd Regiment. His contrirutions to the ca use 
of the: colonies and to the Masonic Fraternity were exemplary but, in addition, he is 
mentioned because of 11is unusual name. 

Of the first Grand Lodge Officers, five were Officers in the Army of the 
Revolution. Pierpont Edwards- First Grand Master, son of Jonathan Edwards, the 
last of the great New .England Calvinists and President of Princeton University; and 
father of Henry W. Edwards, Governor of Connecticut. (Picture and biography 
follows later). 

Major William Judd, first Deputy Grand Master, aclive in ea rly supoort for a 
State Constitut ion. The General Assembly, opposed to the idea, was so offended at 
Judd's activity that it revoked his conunission as Justice of the Peace. 

Ralph Pomeroy - first Senior Grand Warden; Aldermah in the fir, i court of 
Common Council of Hartford in 1784; a paymaster in the Army of the R 'voiution. 

Samuel Wyllys - first Junior Grand Warden; first Commnndan t of the 1st 
Company, Governor's Footguard - Colonel of a Regiment in the Revolution -
Major Genera l of the Sta te Militia. Secretary of the State of Connecticut. (The 
surname later adopted by Wyllys Lodge.) 

George Phillips - 1st Grand Treasurer- Brigadier General of Militia . Director 
of the lJroadcloth Manufactory of Hartford which made the cloth for the inaugural 
suit worn by General George Washington when he became the Nation's fi rst 
President. 

Elijah Abel- 1st Grand Senior Deacon; served as a Major in the Army of the 
Revolution . 
Asher Miller -1st Grand Junior Deacon; was a prominent Civil Officer. He \\'.1~ 
State·s Attorney for Middlesex Coun ty and Judge of the Superior Court. 

These are only a few of the eminent Masons who served the cause of Libertv in 
the American Revolution . . 
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THANK YOU, MR. EDWARDS 

PIERPONT EDWARDS - FIRST GRAND MASTER 

Pierpont Edwards, grandson of the Reverend Timothy Edwards, and youngest 
son of the Reverend Jonathan Edwards and Sarah Pierpont (daughter of James 
Pierpont, a founder of Yale College) ·was born in Northampton, Massachusetts, 
April 8, 1750. His father, the last of the great New England Calvinists, was then 
about to become acting missionary to the Housatonic Indians a t Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts. In 1757, Rev. Edwards was called to become President of Princeton 
College in New Jersey. 

Pierpont Edwards graduated from Princeton in 1768, removing to New Haven 
where he began to practice law in 1771 . In December 1775, he received Masonic light 
in Hiram Lodge #1. He served as Worsh.ipful Master of Hiram Lodge in 1777 and 
1778, during a part of which period he also served in the American Revolutionary 
Army. After the treason of Benedict Arnold, he was appointed administrator of his 
estate. Pierpont Edwards represented the colony of Connecticut in the Continental 
Congress, and in 1778 he was in the forefront of the ac tion to ratify the Constitution. 

Pierpont Edwards was named Grand Master of Masons in Connecticut on July 
8,1789, after serving in the cause of creating the Grand Lodge. 

His signature appears on the charter of Moriah Lodge #15; Temple #16; Federal 
#17; Hiram #18; Washington #19; and on the new charters issue" to King Solomon's 
Lodge #7, and 51. Paul's Lodge #11. 

In politics, Edwards was the founder of Connecticut's Toleration Party, and he 
played a leading part in the adoption of the Connectic.ut Constitution of 1818, a 
masterpiece of democracy, which served this State until 1965. 

He died on April6, 1826, in Bridgeport, Connecticut, where hewas Judge of the 
United States District Court. 

Pierpont Edwards, a venerable Barrister with a respectable reputation, was 
sliccessful and prosperous, he had liberal views in both politics and reli3ion, lind 
was held liberal in H.is mo ral views and practice; none has said that he ever failed to 
adhere to the tenets of the Mason. 

As he was himself the son of a great father, so he in turn was the fathf>~ of a great 
son; his son Henry W. Edwards was Governor of Connecticut for a total of fOllr 
years, 1833-1 834, and 1836-1837, guiding the State under the Charter which Pier
pont Edwards had helped to develop. 
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EPHRAIM KIRBY 

The formation of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut was largely through the 
instrumentality of Brother Ephraim Kirby of Litchfield. A convention of the dele
gates from the various lodges of Connecticut was he ld as early as 1783, but it was 
not till May, 1789, that steps were taken to form a Grand Lodge. Of this meeting 
Brother Kirby was the Secretary and one of the committee to formulate a plan for the 

. Grand Lodge. This committee reported in July following, a constitution substan
tially like the present one which was then adopted, and Grand Officers elected. In 
1790 he was Junior Grand Deacon, and in 1791 was Grand Junior Warden, and 
aftenvards held the Senior Grand Warden's chair several years. He was also 
honored by being the first General Grand High Priest of the General Grand Chapter 
of the United States. 

Brother Kirby was the son of a humble farmer and was born in Litchfield, 
February 23d, 1757. Upon the organization of Washington, Connecticut, his birth
place was set off to Washington. Nothing is known of his boyhood life, but at the age . 
of nineteen, immediately after the Lexingtonalarm he joined the Colonial forces and 
participated in the battIe of Bunker Hill and was with the patriot army until the 
surrender at Yorktown, being at home only when wounded. He received thirteen 
honorable scars and was left for dead at the battIe of Germantown. He won the rank 
of Colonel. After the trea ty of peace he went to Litchfield and studied law with 
Raymond Marvin who had been the King's attorney, and married his daughter 
Ruth, by whom he had eight children. His townsmen honored him by thirteen 
successive elections to the General Assembly, and he was also several times a 
candidate for Governpr of the State. 

He had a large law practice and was a close observer of the proceedings of COllrts 
and in 1789 published a report of the cases adjudicated in the Supreme and Superior 
Courts of Connecticut, being the first volume oflaw reports published in tho United 
Stotp~ , ' 

As a f\.1ason he was one of the early members of St. Paul's Lodge, W3 'j raised in 
1781 a·nd held nearly all of its offices being its W. M. for five years. The earl\ records 
of the lodge were all written by him and are extraordinary specimens of dccuracy 
and penmanship. 

Under President Jefferson he was Supervisor of the revenue of Connecticut, and 
in 1804 was appointed Judge of the new territory of Louisiana. While en route to 
New Orleans he was taken sick at Fort Stoddard, Miss., and died there October 2, 
1804, aged 47. 

Before starting for Louisiana he gave St. Paul' s Lodge, No. 11 , a part o f his large 
library and his sword, which are carefully preserved as Sc:'lcred mementoes of this 
distinguished brother. 

The portrait shown was obtained by Brother D. C. Kilbourn ofSt. Paul's Lodge, 
No. 11 , and was taken from one of Dickenson's miniatures on ivory. Brother 
Kilbourn is "Iso author of the above sketch. 

NOTE: Other biographies of Brother Kirby vary in several points in regard to 
his Federal appointment and the location of his death, as follows: 
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115 

ROYAL ARCH MEDAL 
Named for Ephraim Kirby, 

the 1st General 
Grand High Priest. 



:r 
![ 

r 
r 
~ 

r 
r 
r 
r 
r· "'--'-'--- ...... ...... ----.. -.--
r 
r 
r~ 
~ 

F1~ L:a 
~ 

~ rn 
~ 

Ll 
~ 

r 
r 
'r 

> 
~ 

~ 
JJJ 
~ 
~ 
< =c u 

en 
~ 
.~ 

00 tS 
~ ~ 
t-4 0.0 I 

~ 0\ .~ 

00 ~ r:..... e t-4 

CJ 



Year of 
Election 

1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 

Year of 
Election 

1789 
1790 
1791 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 

OFFiCERS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT FROM ITS ORGANIZATION TO 1798 

Deputy 
Grand Master Grand Master Grand Sr. Warden Grand Jr. Warden Grand Treasurer Grand Secretary 

J 
j 

J 
J 
j 

J 
J 
J 
J 

J 
Pierpont Edwards (1) William Judd Ralph Pomeroy Samuel Wyllys George Phillips (2) Elias Shipman (1) J 
Pierpont Edwards 
WilIiam Judd (14) 

William Judd 
WilIiam Judd 
William Judd 
William Judd 
William Judd 
William Judd 
Stephen T. Hosmer (2) 

Senior Grand Deacon 

Elijah Abel (3) 
Elijah Abel 
Sylvester Gilbert (10) 
Samuel Bellamy (30) 
Samuel Bellamy 
Samuel Bellamy 
Ephraim Root (4) 

William Judd Ralph Pomeroy Samuel Wyllys Henry Champion (10) Elias Shipman 
Ralph Pomeroy (4) Samuel WylIys Ephraim Kirby Henry Champion John Mix (14) 

Ralph Pomeroy Samuel Wyllys Ephraim Kirby Henry Champion John Mix 
Ralph Pomeroy Samuel Wyllys Ephraim Kirby Henry Champion John Mix 
Ralph Pomeroy Samuel Wyllys Ephraim Kirby Henry Champion John Mix 
Ralph Pomeroy Samuel Wyllys Ephraim Kirby Henry Champion John Mix 
Samuel Wyllys (4) Ephraim Kirby (11) Eliphalet Bulkley (10) Henry Champion John Mix 
Samuel Wyllys Ephraim Kirby Eliphalet Bulkley Henry Champion John Mix 
David Daggett (1) Ebenezer Huntington(34) Samuel Bellamy Henry Champion John Mix 

Junior Grand Deacon Grand Marshal Grand Chaplain Grand Sword Bearer 

Asher Miller (2) 
Ephraim Kirby (11) 
Eli Mygatt (40) 
David Daggett (1) 

David Daggett 
David Daggett 
Jesse Beach (12) 

Moses Cleaveland OS) Ashbel Baldwin (8) 
Abraham Jarvis (2) 

Daniel Holbrook (12) 

J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
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THANK ~OU, MR. EDWARDS 

OFF AND RUNNING 

The next meeting 'in course' was held at New Haven, October 14, 1789. Only a 
fragment of the minutes, a 'true copy' of the Ordinances adopted, appears in the 
Storer Reprint. i 

All we know is there was a letter from the Grand Lodge to the several Masters, 
<the original has not been founq) accompanied by "orders to implement the 
Ordinances recorded as follows-:' 

. In Grand Lodge Oct. 14, A.L. 5789. 
The following Ordinances were presented and discussed and after 

due deliberation were adopted, viz: 
lst. Ordered, that three dollars out of the admission money, paid by 

any person for being made a" Entered Apprentice, in any Lodge in this 
State, shall be paid by the Lodge receiving the same, to the Grand Treasurer 
of the Grand Lodge, for the use of the Grand Lodge, so that the same be 
punctually transmitted to the Grand Treasurer at the next half yearly 
communication after it shall have been received by the Lodge to whom it 
shall have been paid, and that this regulation continue in force one year. 

2d. Ordered, That the several Lodges in this State by or before the next 
half yearly communication, transmit to the Grand Lodge a list of all their 
members, specifying in such list, their rank, and also transmit to the Grand 
Lodge a copy of their respecti~e By-Laws,and that they take particular care 
that those who may represent their respective Lodges in the Grand Lodge 
be competent to give very f¥ll and accurate information, to the Grand 
Lodge of their manner of working. 

3d. Ordered, That all LOdges that have already or shall hereafter 
deposit their charters with· the Grand Lodge, in obedience to the 
Constitution, establishing the Grand Lodge in this State, be and they are 
fully authorized to proceed iri~ll business and duties of regular established 
Lodges, until they shall receiye new charters from this Lodge. 

A true ~opy of the Ordinances of the Grand Lodge, 
1 Attest, Elias Shipman, Grand Secretary 

! 
The only record which we have of the May 1790 session of the Grand 

Lodge is the extract which fogows as it reads in the Storer Reprint. George 
Phillips was replaced by Heqry Champion as Grand Treasurer. Ephraim 
Kirby succeeded Asher MilleT as Grand Junior Deacon. 

,f 
n: 

, .~ In Grand Lodge, May 14th, A.L. 5790 
The following brethren 'fere elected Grand Officers for the ensuing 

year, vis: .' 
Brother Pierpont Edwar~s, Grand Master. 
Brother William Judd, D~puty Grand Master. 
Brother Ralph Pomeroy, Senior Grand Warden. 
Brother Samuel Wyllys, Junior Grand Warden. 
Brother Henry Champiop, Grand Treasurer. 
Brother Elias Shipman, Grand Secretary. 
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Brother Elijah Abel, Senior Grand Deacon. 
Brother Ephraim Kirby, Junior Grand Deacon. 

The following sums were paid in for initiations, viz: 

By St. John's Lodge, Stratford, ................................. . 
By Wooster Lodge, Colchester, .............................. .. 
By Frederick Lodge, Farmington, ........................... . 
By Hiram Lodge, New Haven, ............................... .. 
By St. John's Lodge, Fairfield, ................................ .. 

£1: 16s 
6: 6 
3: 12 

18 
~ 

£13: lOs 

Resolved, That each Lodge within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, 
shall be required to send, by their representatives to the next Grand Lodge, 
the balances due for arrearages on initiation fees. 

Resolved, That in future, each Lodge subject to the jurisdiction of this 
Grand Lodge, shall demand and receive into the treasury of the same, for 
entering, passing and raising each Brother, not less than the following 
sums, viz: entering each Apprentice, ten dollars; passing each Apprentice 
to the degree of Fellow Craft, one dollar; raising each Fellow Craft to the 
sublime degree of Master Mason, two dollars. 

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be ordered to procure a set of jewels 
for the Grand Officers. 

A true copy of record, attested by 
Elias Shipman, G. Secretary. 

Grand Treasurer George Phillips and Grand Junior Deacon Asher Miller were 
members of the Lodge at Middletown, which had withheld acknowledgment of the 
Grand Lodge. In fact, it did not accept a Connecticut charter until 1796. The 
replacements were Henry Champion, of Wooster Lodge in Colchester, and Ephraim 
Kirby, of St. Paul's Lodge in Litchfield, a prime mover in Grand Lodge. Only five 
Lodges had paid in any money for initiates, and, while there was little in the 
Treasury, the Grand Treasurer was instructed to procure a "set of Jewels" for the 
Grand Officers. Minimum fees were established for the several degrees. Within the 
week following Grand Lodge, more than 3,000 people from the countryside 
gathered at Windham to attend the funeral service of Israel Putnam, following his 
death on May 17, 1790. Among them were Freemasons in sufficient number to meet 
and agree to petition for a charter, which was granted October 15, 1790. It was truly 
a 'county' Lodge, as initially it met at Windham, then the county seat, with Moses 
Cleaveland, the most important man in the county, as Master until his death in 1806. 
He was brother-in-law to the Grand Treasurer. (See Biography in Chapter II, "Years 
of Revolution") 

Little information has survived concerning business done at the October 1790 
session of the Grand Lodge. There follows what is probably an excerpt sent to the 
several lodges in long hand, the last time that the name of Elias Shipman as Grand 
Secretary appears under the minutes. 
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In Grand Lodge, October 15th, A.L. 5790. 
Resolved, That the Rt. Worshipful Grand Master, for the time being, 

issue new charters to all the regularly constituted Lodges in this State, upon 
their former charters being produced to him, which new charters being 
issued, as is provided in and by the Constitution, all such former charters 
may be returned by the Grand Secretary to the Lodges from which they 
were received, (if required), being first registered, with such new charters, 
by the Grand Secretary, in the records of this Lodge, and such register 
certified on the back of said former charter. 
Application was received from several brethren in Windham County for 

. a charter for a new Lodge, to be called "Moriah Lodge", which was granted 

by the Grand Lodge. 
Correspondence from Georgia, relative to a Federal Grand Lodge, was 

read and laid over for future consideration. 
A true copy from the minutes, 

Elias Shipman, Grand Secretary 

Word that the Grand Lodge had granted a charter to a group in Windham 
County brought about requests from a number of towns for similar privileges, to 
which Granp Master Edwards responded favorably. 

Before he left office in May 1791 he had granted charters .for Moriah Lodge in 
Willdham, dated October 15, 1790; a Lodge in Cheshire, dated November 10, 1790, 
with David Badger as ·Master; Watertown, December 8, 1790, with Asher Blakeslee 
as Master; Newtown, January 14, 1791, with Peter Nichols as Master; and Hunting
ton (Monroe) January 12, 1791, with Ezra Curtis as Master. The charters were 
separately engrossed and probably signed and dated when called for or delivered. 

For the next few years, no mention is made of petitions in Grand Lodge. 
However, prior to 1796, Grand Master Judd signed charters for twelve Lodges 
within the State and two in Vermont. After 1796, all petitions had to be presented 
to the Grand lodge And an eHamination Af 'h~ prAfu.uUi)" M"IUer wa~ r$fq"ired. 

In Grand Lodge, May Session, A.L. 57/1. 

The following Lodges were represented, viz: 
St. John's-Norwalk, 
Union-Greenwich, 

Hiram-New Haven, 
st. John's- Middletown, 
st. John's-Fairfield, 
st. John's-Hartford, 
King Solomon's-Woodbury, 
St. John's-Stratford, 
Compass-Wallingford, 
Union-Danbury, 
Wooster-Colchester, 
St. Paul's-Litchfield, 
Frederick-Farmington, 
Montgomery-Salisbury , 

King Hiram-Derby, 
Moriah-Windham, 
Temple-Cheshire, 
Federal-Wa tertown, 
Hiram-Newtown, 
Washington-Huntington 
Berlin-Berlin, 
St. Peter's-New Milford, 
Hart's-Woodbridge. 

Pierpont Edwards presided over the Grand Lodge for the May, 1791, session. 
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William Judd of Farmington was elected to replace him as Grand Master This wa 
to b~ the last Session Edwards would attend and his name never appea~ a ain;~ 
the list of attendees at a Grand Lodge Session. John Mix, a fellow townsman o~ Judd 
was. elected Grand Secret~ry an.d it.is reported that the conduct of Grand Lodg~ 
affa~rs became more buslness-hke In succeeding years. Elijah Abel of Fairfield 
Senior Grand Deacon, was dropped, and two new Grand Deacons elected fr~)~ 
parts of the State not previously represented. Ephraim Kirby was elected Junior 
Grand Warden, an honor he had certainly earned. 
For the next six ~ears the Grand Master provided real leadership, while Grand 
Secr~tary John. MIX ran a smoothly operating administration with proper record 
keepmg. The first steps were taken toward providing Grand Lodge Register d 
closer con~rol of the status of individual members A Com~'tt . ,a d

n 
•• • uu ee was appointe to 

prep~re b~-laws and regulatIons m an orderly system and bring them in for 
consIderatIOn at the next session. 

T~e following brethren were chosen Grand Officers for the ensuing 
year, VJZ: 

Brother William Judd, Grand Master. 
Ralph Pomeroy, Deputy Grand Master. 
Samuel Wyllys, Grand Senior Warden. 
Ephraim Kirby, Grand Junior Warden. 
Henry Champion, Grand Treasurer. 
John Mix, Grand Secretary. 
Sylvester Gilbert, Grand Senior Deacon. 
Eli Mygatt, Grand Junior Deacon. 

W~at might be called the first Grand Master's Address was in the form of the 
follo.wl~g letter to the several Lodges. This reinforced action taken at the Ma 
~sslOn of the Grand Lodge complete listinfl of m4:lmbert~hip; m~'O fAutlon cnncorlr. 
inS ad.Mission.s; payment 01 a $3 per capita fee for each initiate since 1789' full 
complIance WIth reports; and representation at each Grand Lodge session. ' 

Farmington, September 19th, 1791 
Brother; 

By tire constitution of the Grand Lodge, it is specially provided and directed 
tltat all the regular Lod~es in Uris State shall deposit their old Charters with tire 
Grand Lodge, and rec~lVe new ones under tJris authority, free from amI expense 
except that of engrossrng, when it shall be done by tire Grand Lodge. Agreeable to 
some of the Bye-Laws already established, eaclr private Lodge is to make to tire 
Grand z..o.dg~ one general return of tlreir officers and members - at eadr biennial 
COl1l11~llnr~atron and ~ return of tlreir new made bretlrren -and all annual ret"rn 
of tllezr officers; that" may be known from tile records of tile Grand Lodge who are 
",.embers of ti,e whole fraternity tlrroug/rollt tire State. It ;s also provided and 
dzrec~ed, Ilral three dollars Ollt of ti,e initiation fee for every new made member, s/rall 
be pard over by the several Lodges to tile Treasllreroftlre Grand Lodge, tocommellce 
on tlle8thdayofOctob~r, 1789,andcontinuetotJresecondTlllIrsdayof May, 1791, 
to enable them to furnrsh a decent set of jewels, apparatlls, etc. - and tlrat each 
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Lodge be fully represented i" every communication by their Master and Wardens, 
or proxies by tl,em appointed. 

It is milCh to be regretted, that many of the Lodges have not paid that attention 
to tllese regulations, which the importance of the subject appears to demand; while 
otlrers have made every exertion in their power to give firmness and stability to the 

order. 
Tire principle design in constituting this Grand Lodge, was to regulate the 

general policy of Masonry in the State; establisll a regular mode of working; and 
effectuate, if possible, a critical uniformity with regard to initiation, passing, and 
raising; promote order, love, and charity; and render more general and extensive 

. the principles of benevolence and philanthrophy - the great basis of Ollr institu
tion. Notlling will more contribute to those laudable ends than a uniformity in all 
our measures: our foundation will then be secure, and remain protected from foes 

~ 

without, and free from commotions within. 
Tire Grand Lodge stands adjourned to the 11 th day of October next; then to 

meet at tire assembly room in New Haven,at 9 o'clock in the morning - that being 
tire day before tire biennial communication. Many matters, various, and important 
to the fraternity, will then be under consideration; for the regular and just 
determination of wllich, tire united wisdom of all the Lodges in the State, will at that 
time be peculiarly necessary. 

Tire Grand Lodge is a~ yet far from being flilly organized; tire time of our 
meeting has heretofore been the day previolls to the session "f the General 
Assemb.ly; wi,en our brethren who were at Lodge have had such a variety of 
at'Ocat;ons, it was next to impossible for them to give the necessary attention - for 
wlriclr reason it was adjourned to a day earlier than usual: 

Tire future Irappenings, honor and respectability of any society or institution, 
depends in a great measure upon a right beginning: therefore, the obvious dictates 
of reason, as well as tire first principles of Masonry, will be strong inducements to 
a punctual compliance with tire before mentioned regulations. 

This letter, circular to all ti,e lodges in the State, is in obedience to orders of 
tire Grand Lo,dge - Permit me to press you and the brethren of your Lodge stric~ly 
to conform tlrereto; so tlrat harmony, peace, and brotherly affection, may be 
~emented _ ti,e great ends of our institution effected -ollr society so fOlmded al' j 
established in concord, may continue the wonder of ages, till all its members shall 
be bid welcome by our Slipreme Grand Master to the Celestial Lodge, prepared Tor 

I,;S faitllful servants. 
I am, dear brother, with sentiments 

of respect and esteem, for you and 
the bretllren of your Lodge, 

Your obedient servant, 

~,t~. g~ 

~ 

An entry in the minutes of Union Lodge in Danbury acknowledges receipt of the 
letter and delegated their representative "to converse with the Grand Lodge" (that 
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is, negotiate). Although not the only laggard, Union Lodge held out so long they lost 
their seniority when Lodge numbers were assigned. 

At the session in Hartford on October 12, 1791, the By-laws were presented, and, 
after making such "amendments and alterations as were found proper", they were 
adopted. For the most part they are in force today. The Grand Master was author
ized to make certain appointments; the style of jewels for Grand Lodge Officers was 
specified; the procedure to be followed in granting charters was established; and 
closer accounting of finances provided for by audit. Storer's version of the amended 
law reads as follows: 

Regulations for the Government 
of the 

GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT 

1st. The Grand Lodge of the State of Connecticut shan consist of the 
Grand Officers for the time being, and the Past Grand Officers of the Grand 
Lodge. But no person shall be a member of this Grand Lodge any longer 
than he resides within the jurisdiction of the same. 

2d. It shall be the duty of the Master and Wardens of the several 
Lodges in this State, to gi ve their punctual a ttendance at the meetings of the 
Grand Lodge, either by themselves or proxies; which proxy shall be a 
Master Mason,and the certificate of hisappointment, countersigned by the 
Secretary of the Lodge to which he belongs. 

3d. A majority of the members present shall determine every question, 
and the brother in the chair shan have the casting vote. If anyone Lodge 
. request the vote to be taken by ballot, it shall be so taken. No vote shall be 
reconsidered by a smaller number of Lodges than were present when such 
vote passed. 

4th. The Grand Officers shall be chosen annually, at the meeting of the 
Grand Lodge, on Wednesday preceding the second Thursday in May, at 
Hartford - until the Grand Lodge shall order otherwise. A majority of 
votes shall be necessary to constitute a choice. 

5th. The Grand Master (if he judges it necessary) shal1 appoint Grand 
Stewards, Grand Marshal, Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Pursuivant, and 
Grand Tyler; but no brother shan be appointed to either of the above 
mentioned offices unless he is a Master Mason and a member of the Grand 
Lodge. 

6th. The jewels to be worn by theGrand Officers shall be gilt with gold, 
pendant to a collar of white ribbon. The officers and members of the Grand 
Lodge shall wear white aprons trimmed with white-which kind of 
aprons may also be worn by Past Grand Officers. The members from 
private Lodges shall wear their respective jewels. No member shall appear 
in Grand Lodge without the jewel of his office. 

7th. Every question moved and seconded shall beputby the chair, and 
no new matter shall be brought forward until that on hand shall be first 
decided upon. No brother shall speak more than twice on the same 
question, unless with leave of the chair, or to explain himself. The chair 
shall determine all questions of order. 
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8th. It shall be the duty of the Grand Secretary to make regular entries 
of all moneys which shall from time to time become due to the Grand 
Lodge. 

9th. The Grand Treasurer shall collect and receive all moneys due to 
the Grand Lodge, and keep regular accounts of all moneys by him received, 
and at the close of every year a committee shall be appointed to examine 
and settle his accounts, who shall report at the next biennial communica
tion, and the Grand Treasurer shall payout the moneys by him received, 
to the order of the Grand Lodge, or in their recess to the order of the Grand 
Master. 

10th. No new charter shall be granted but upon the petition of at least 
'five known and approved Master Masons, nor shall a new warrant be 
granted to any number of Masons residing within less than ten miles of the 
usual place of meeting of any regularly established Lodge, unless by 
special dispensation of the Grand Lodge; and the petition shall contain the 
causes which render it expedient that such charter should be granted, with 
the nomination of the Master and Wardens; and the petition shall be 
approved by some regularly constituted Lodge, in the vicinity of the 
petitioners. Every Lodge shall pay for a charter, before delivery, the sum 
of £4; and to the Grand Secretary, for parchment, engrossing, registering 
and fixing the seal, the sum of £1: lOs. 

11th. The Grand Secretary may appoint his deputy, subject to the 
approbation of the Grand Lodge; he shall have the care of th1 archives; he 
shall keep fair records of all the transactions of the Grand 'Lodge. 

12th. All appeals from the decision of any private Lodge shall be made 
in writing and left with the Grand Secretary. And the appellant shall give 
the other party one month notice thereof. All appeals, letters, &c., shall be , 
read in Grand Lodge, but first handed to the chair. 

13th. Whenever the Grand Master or officer presiding rises from his 
chair, all debate shall cei;'se, and there shall be a strict silence. Every 
member excluded the Grand Communication shall also be excluded evel Y 
Lodge under this jurisdictioh, until restored by the Grand Lodge; of this, 
the Grand Secretary shall notify every Lodge. 

14th. Upon the demise of any Lodge within the jurisdiction of n··s 
Grand Lodge, the last Secretary and Treasurer of said Lodge shall, wid·tn 
six months afterwards, surrender to the Grand Secretary, the books, 
papers, jewels, funds, and furniture of said Lodge. 

Berlin Lodge (later Harmony No. 20) was chartered under date of October 13, 
1791, with Stephen Cole as Master. 

On November 4, 1791, Jonathan Heart, then a Major in the regular army, was 
among the 910 men slaughtered at "St. Clair's Defeat" near the present Fort 
Recovery, Ohio. He was 47 years old (born 1744). He had been closely involved in 
planning the organization of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, as well as the Royal 
Arch Chapter at Middletown, and had been appointed the first Grand Lecturer. 
During the American Revolution. he had served as Master of American Union 
Lodge for several years and had become the best known Mason in the Army. In 1790 
he brought out the charter from his military chest and revived the famous Lodge at 
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Ma~etta, Ohio, where it sits today as No l' th R . 
Ohio. . In e eglstry of the Grand Lod f 

N 'th S ge 0 
el er torer's reprint or the Hist . I 

Wheeler at the Centennial in 1889 con~:~aa:ddress of Grand Secretary Joseph K. 
been transacted at the 1792 Session. However ;;eco~d of what business may have 
et~., dated 1793, refers to "action taken r' r" e prmted copy of the Constitution 
Kmg Hiram's Lodge at Derby and Mont

ear 
Ie and the confirmatory charters of 

May 12, 1792. That ofSt. John's Lodge atWa~~1dL~dge at Salisbury bear dates of 
. Upon recommendation of the Lod eatW e IS dated October 18, 1792. 

hme of the May, 1792 Session for a ne~ L d oOdbNury, a c~arter was granted at the 
known. ' 0 ge at ew MIlford The Mast . . er IS not 

Lodges at Woodbridge, with Ra mond 
Sam~el Nott as Master; had Charter! dated ~~~f~rd as Master; and at Preston, with 
Senu-a,nnual Meeting. The Lodge at Prest . 0 er ~ 9, 17?2, the day following the 
delay In delivery, or in payment for" on IS not lIsted In 1792, indicating some 
affixing the seal." A casual extract in Sto~:r~~~men~, engrossing, registering, and 
repre~ent~d at the Session of October 17 17:rnnt tells us that 17 Lodges were 
Conshtut~on and By-Laws was ordered ri~te ,~hen the previously adopted 
of the OffIcers. It was deceptively dated f793 t~ T~ls. was done together with a list 
came off the press of Elisha Babcock in Ha t£ 'd ~t emg the year when the booklet 
Masons only, was also specified. It is ess;n~:II' t:roxy form, to be used by Master 

, To the R. W. Grand Lod If th 5 
y e same as the form used today. 

ge 0, e tate of Connecticut: 
BE IT KNOWN 

That I, A.B. (Master S 0 J W d ' 
Lodge, in ' . r. ar en,asthecasemaybe)of 

~--__ ---J,haveandbythe -----
abrotherMasterMasonandm b f . sepresentsdoconstituteT D 
Lodge, to be holden at em er 0 said Lodge, my proxy, at the Gr~nd 
second Thursday of ' on the Wednesday next after the 

In testi ' A.D. 179 . 
. monywhereof,lhavecommittedt h7 . 

subscribed by name this 0 1m my Jewel of office, and 
day of , A.L. 579_. 

(Signed.) 

Minutes o! the Grand Lodge sessions in 1793 II 

have not survIved except for a sin I were not ordered printed" and 
"tr.ue extract" notifying the Lodges fh:t:a;~graph appe~ring in Storer's Reprint; a 
!ahon at Grand Lodge. This was assed me would be Imposed for non-represen_ 
nave been found by Storer in thePrec d

at 
N
f 

ew Haven, October 16, 1793 and m ... y 
G d L d or s 0 some L d d 'u ra~ 0 ge was reasserting its demand for 0 ge,. an so reproduced. The 
busmess matters. The fragment reads as foUo:;re attentIon and conformity in all 
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THANK YOU, MR. EDWARDS 

Extract from the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge, held in 16th October, A.L. 5793, at 
New Haven 

Resolved, That it is the indispensable duty of every Lodge under the 
jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, to attend each half-yearly communica
tion, either by one or more of their officers, or proxies by them appointed; 
and that every Lodge which shall neglect so to attend, shall incur the 
penalty of eight dollars for each neglect, to be paid into the Grand Treasury: 
-Provided, that no reason satisfactory to the Grand Lodge, at their next 
communication, shall be given for their non-attendance. 

A true extract, 
JOHN MIX, Grand Secretary. 

Uriel Lodge was chartered at Tolland (the county seat) on May 18, 1793, with 
Elijah Chapman as Master; and Columbia at Stepney (Rocky Hill) on the same date 
with John Knott as Master; Columbia Lodge at East Haddam was chartered October 
17, 1793, with Jonathan o. Moseley as Master. By interpolation, the same date is 
assumed for Rising Sun Lodge at Washington, with the name of the Master 
unknown. Union Lodge at Stamford and S1. John's Lodge at Stratford have the same 
date on their ConneGticut chaI1ers. 

The first Lodge to be chartered outside the state was at Bf""lnington, Vermont. 
An extract from their application two years later for a charter from the Grand Lodge 
of Vermont, contains the following statement: 

Most Worshipful William Judd, Grand Master of Free and Accepted 
Masons, did, together with his grand Wardens by a charter bearing date 
at Hartford, State of Connecticut, the eighteenth day of May in the year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three and of Masonry 
five thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, Constitute and appoint 
Joseph Fay, David Russell, David Fay, Joseph Hinsdale,John Norton,and 
David Porter and their successors a regular lodge of Free and Accepted 

. Masons under the name and title of TEMPLE LODGE with the usc.dl 
powers of a lodge to convene in the town of Bennington: 

John Norton of Goshen, Connecticut, and David Porter of Farmington were 
settlers in or near Bennington, and former comrades in arms of Grand Master 
William Judd. This explains why the petition was addressed to Connecticut rather 
than Massachusetts, as those for the Lodges over the mountains in settlements along 
the Connecticut River had been. . 

The year 1794 is also a complete blank as far as the minutes of the Grand Lodge 
of Connecticut are concerned. The date of the Annual Meeting, however, must have 
been May 15, according to the dates on the charters of the Lodges at East Windsor, 
with Reuben Champion as Master; West Simsbury (Canton), with Reuben Humphrey 
as Master; and Hamden, with Samuel Bellamy as Master. (see biographical sketch 
following.> At the same session, a second Lodge was chartered in Vermont, this time 
at Middlebury where many Connecticut men had settled. At a later date Angus 
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Nicholson of New Milford and Isaac Sanford fL·.. . 
installed the officers, having been de r ; b IGtchfJeld constItuted the Lodgl'Clnd 

pu Ize y rand Master William JUdd. 

SAMUEL BELLAMY, MASTER, 
THREE CONNECTICUT LODGES 

(By Brother James R. Case) 

SAMUELBELLAMY(7551829) T 
is a distinction for any Mason But °Sbe preferred as Masterofhis Lodge 
Master of tIJreeConnecticut Lod . am~el Bellamy was suecessivelv 
Masonic history of the State H ges, a recor probably without equal in th~ 

. e was present when Temple Lod N 16 
was organized at Cheshire in 1790 d d ge, o. , 

:~~l~~:iee:~:~~~e i~~~e:~gPhrobv~ th:
t 
;:~tio~s O~:I~:~; a~:!'t':~: 

. ormg own to the South 
The first recorded Spedal Communication of th . 

Connecticut was the assembly called on December 30 ~ ~~:~ t~o~ge of 
~nd tavern of Brother Samuel Bellamy in Mount Car:nel ~h e ouse 

Phve~dnedear.the.Congregational meeting house. Grand Mast~r W~I~~a~J~~~ 
reSI , mstItuted Day Spring Lod N 30 d . 

Master's h· h h ge, o. ,an Installed Bellamy in the 
c air, were e sat for the next several years 

addi~:;; ~~i~~ ~~7;rnC"U?' Grand Lodge officers, he~eems to have been 
1793 d fig· n 1791 he was tax collector, and selectman in 
A an or severa years thereafter. Hamden sent him to the G I 

ssembly in 1795 and 1797. For a number of years he was clerk :~~~e 
church .. Although there is no rec~rd of his being in the field durin the 
RevolutIonary War, he was captain of the local mTf g 
colonel of one of the New HavenCountyregimentll~a company and later 
and church "committees". s. ewasonmanytown 

beenF~:!~f;c'::'p~::~sngT ~n;:";;~~~a~~i~ng. are presumed 10 have 
moved to New Haven abou; 1804 d h' USlness opportunities he 
a considerable inheritance influe~~ed ~~ SUccess ~here, possibly aided by 
Hamdenites, to the newly' opened land:~nm;::~:;n c~mpa~y :ith other 
located first at Skaneateles and later at A b ew or. Here he 

I ti d u urn. 
thoug~ g;:ni~ ~it; ~~v~~;sPr?Vidence, which prospered him exceedingly 

acts of charity and philantl!:.~I;:, ;::erf:~r:ned man~ q~iet and practical 
written history of Auburn Th )' . ~ 0 IS generosity IS revealed in the 
which he laid in 1820 d eho. °hglf]ca S~minary, the chief cornerstone of 

,an w Ie OUTlshed there for a h d ed 
before removal to New York City and consolidation . un r. years 
endowed the school with $60,000. With Umon. He 

It is recorded in a printed ac t f th 
among the "goodly number of I coun 0 e gr~wth of.the institution that 

of the Seminary ... Colonel sam:~~:~~~~s~~~::::s'fi;~ ~: ea~l~ history 
to Skaneateles from New Haven Connecticut abo t ceo e came 

~:~~e~:~ ~h~:~::,:~,::~f::(;:~:aatceolen' Ss RH~i;i!~: ;:~i:~;:;~~; 
'. lB' e was a member of th 

on gina oard of Trustees, and so continued until his death which too~ 
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placein 1829. His wife. Mehitabel.survived until 1839 when the remainder 
of the estate. amounting to more than S12.0OO was applied to the Seminary 
funds. A professorship carries hi5 name. 

When Bellamy moved from MountCarmel toNewHaven he affiliated 
with Hiram Lodge and was elecfed Worshipful Master in 1805. 

He is on record as High Priest of Franklin Chapter in New Haven in 
1799, and was Grand High Priest of Connecticut in 1804-5. 

Just where he wasmadea Mason has not been ascertained. but it quite 
possibly was in Compass Lodge in Wallingford, whose early records are 
lost. Nei ther do we have a complete record of his Masonic activity in New 
York State, where he lived for almost a quarter of a century. But from such 
rragments as have been gathered together we can feel sure that he contin
ued to display those qualities ard to practice those tenets which were such 
prominent characteristics whilehe shone as one or the brightest stars in our 
early Grand Lodge history. 

John Spargo, historian at the sesquicentennial of the Grand Lodge of Vermont, 
states that Freemasonry played a great part in the early history of the state, fn 
medicine, politics, religion, education, and in the social structure in general. Among 
the charter members of the Lodge al Middlebury were three Connecticut Masons: 
John Chapm·an, Abiel Joel Linsley, and Abraham Bethrong. A notable member of 
the LodSe woli Gnmrttt61 p .. int C! r, made a Mailo,' In MOnlSomer:; LbdSi! lit SallGbluy, 
Coni,ecticut, to which town he went back twice for a wife. Middlebury College was 
the beneficiary of his estate. 

It took time to engross the parchment charters, but there must have been some 
other consideration which delayed the institution of Day Spring Lodge at Hamden 
more than seven months. Perhaps the new 'public house' of Samuel Bellamy, the 
Charter Master, was not quite ready for entertainment and refreshment of the 
visitors. The Lodge was instituted on December 30, 1794, with 75 present. We are 
told that during th~ ceremony "theaccustomed charges were given, and Ihe solemn 
dutieS of til" Vl'lritn.lft OffiCorti 8tr(mSly enjoined by the qrnt\d Maiite r" , 'fhtQ i6 thlit firlOt 
institution on record in the state and indicated some "formalities" whicl~. it would 
be interesting to know about in full. 

The minutes for May 20, 1795,are missing, but that is the date on the charter of 
Union Lodge at New London, with William Richards listed as Master. It is also the 
date when St. John's Lodge at Hartford had their charter endorsed. 

The minutes of the meeting at ew Haven on October 12, 1795, listed the names 
of a ll present for the first time. The proceedings of the day were "ordered printed" 
and the same order applied at each succeeding session. This has been the practice 
ever since and the Grand Lodge archives conta in copies of the originals with a few 
exceptions. From a historian's point of view, this was an all-important change in 
procedure. St. John's Lodge in Stratford has the date of October 9th on their 
Connecticut charter. 

With the passing years, changes and improvements were incorporated in the 
Grand Lodge Rules. As things were discovered w hich were potential problems, or 
caused difficulties for Grand Lodge, Lodges, or ca ndida tes, efforts were made to 
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jurisdictional bounds between L d .. 
bounds' were not to b . · t· d ~ ges were defmed; reSid en ts living 'ou t of 

e In! late w ithout a pro I 
candida tes were to be reported w'tl t d I. per re ease; names of rejected 
charters was tightened I I lOU e ay, and proced ure (or g rant ing of new 

up. n consequence of that .. 
was postponed until a commi ttee Id . ~ move a petition [rom Harwinton 

cou examme the prop d M Th 
Master was "requested to make a " t 'th b' ose aster. e Gra nd 
purpose of establishing a unifor~~S1 : el e~y Iumself Ora suitable person, for Ihc 
defrayed from the funds of this Gr::; ~:~ I~g ... a~d that the expense thereof be 
Lodges would be given numbers t th ge . NOhc~ was gIven that the several o . a e next commumcatIon 

n Apn126, 1796, occurred the first kn .. 
cut. The minutes of TempJe Lod . Cl I ~wn cornerstone ceremony m Connecti-
or conduct of the affa ir, but Wa!'nee~~s r:i:~ u~e I~~ke sca~ty ment~on of planning for 
account and included a sketch of tl b .~~I ca ollechons repnnted a newspaper 
"unsightly" additions. ,e UI mg, wluch IS shll sta nding with some 

Yd· Cheshire, April 29 1796 
bUild i ~~t~~ ~~s~::,lal~ bth~/irst stone of the Episcopal Academy: (no\~ 
B h n, y le master of Temple LOdge, assis ted b the 

ret ren-under the stone was l a i ~ CI slate, with the followinR in5C:ri~iOn j 
Apfll 28, 1 ~96. 

The Corner Stone 
of the Episcopa l Academy, 

erected by proprietors. 
was laid by the Fraternity 

T '. of free and accepted Masons. 
~e day being fme, a procession was formed from the loci 

~heevE~sc~pal cI~urch, where a well adapted discoursewaSdeliv~;e~o~~I:~ 
Rev' Mr. ~es- rom thence to the ground, and after laying the stone th e 
8clf1bl~'onr~hn:~~C:~i~~es~~11 tJl~ brethr~n ilnd .;rowd .of "poctntor~ as. 
sion then returned ' 1 a ew .pertlnent observations. The proces-

. , and, together with the proprietors of tI b 'Id' 
partook of a festive entertainment The whol d le UI lng, 
and regularity to the satisfaction o'f all prese:t.

was 
Con ucted with order 

Grand Maste r Williamj dd b f 
18, 1796, at which De ut uGra::

s ~ sent rom the meeting held at Hartford May 
Wardens and the Gra.fct ireas aster Samuel Wyllys preSIded, with both 

urer pro tern The electio I d· 
except in the office of Deacons. Now "the offi . n resu te 111 no change 
'1greeably to ancient custom" Mdt .1 cer~ ... were severally congratulated ... 

C . ore e 31 certamly would l b· . 
harters were granted for Lod . H' lave een Illte res tlllg. 

Master; at Turkey Hills (East Gra~~s ;nWi~~mton with Christopher johnson as 
Norfolk (to accommodate Beth Y

C 
Andrew HIllyer as Master; and a t 

. r ren m anaan Colebrook d W· h honally) with Giles Pettl·bon j M ' , an mc ester addi-e, r. , as aster. 
A letter from the Grand Lod e of M 

poned. A dispute between two bre~hren in ~sachusetts was r~ad and act ion post
e LOdgeat New MIlford was remand ed 
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for local judgement before an appeal to the Grand Lodge would be entertained. For 
the first time, a "summons" was issued to Masters of Lodges to attend a meeting to 
consider ''business of importance". This was called for the day before Grand Lodge 
was next to convene, and was to give the Masters an opportunity to observe an 
exemplification of the Degree work. 

It was at this Session that Lodges were assigned numbers "agreeable to the dates 
of their charters" , the list being nearly unchanged with only a few exceptions. It was 
noted that the Lodge at Danbury "had neither applied for nor received a charter". 
This hint was apparently effective and the Lodge finally came in on November 7, 
1797, with Nathan Douglas as Master. S1. John'S Lodge at Middletown, which had 
also been holding out, had their charter endorsed on May 29, 1796. 

The first two day session of the Grand Lodge was held at New Haven, October 
19-20, 1796. There was a 'lengthy and critical' consideration of a letter from the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, postponed from the May session, and a committee 
appointed to draft a reply. A petition from "sundry brethren resident in Weston" 
was postponed until a report could be made by a committee named to examine. the 
Master elect. The several Lodges were ordered to bring in a list of their members to 
the next Grand Lodge, and thereafter at every communication, with a list of all 
rejections, suspensions, and expulsions. Failing to do so, a fine of five dollars would 
be incurred.' . 

. On the second day, the committee named to prepare a reply to the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts reported. It was a concordat which agreed to the principle of 
exclusive jurisdiction within each state, and an agreement to deny recognition to 
non-conforming Lodges. This is generally accepted practice today, becoming 
'Masonic law'. A~ addition to the 'permanent regulations' provided that whenever 
a Lodge shall have incurred a penalty, "by breach of any By-law or Ordinance", the 
Grand Secretary shall inform the Master of the offending Lodge of the fact, and warn 
him that if the penalty was not paid the "negligence" would be reyorted to the 
Grand Lodge. Tl\e "duties devolving on the Grand Secretary becoming so many and 
varied", it was voted that he receive a compensation of $ 25 per annum, and be 
"reimbursed for all his actual expenses in behalf of the Grand Lodge ~ nen the bills 
were presented". \ 

The original published proceedings of those first few years of the Grand Lodge 
are interesting in many ways. Speeches and letters of the day were nearly always 
couched in very formal, flowery, and wordy phrases. By contrast, the records of the 
proceedings of Lodges and Grand Lodges were usually painfully brief. The historic 
happenings, which were momentous when viewed through today's eyes, were 
treated in a very cavalier manner by those entrusted with the task of making a record 
for posterity. However, to give them their due, many records today get the same 
light touch and would, undoubtedly, be given "hit-or-miss" care universally were 
it not for the increasing emphasis and interest on the value of recorded history. The 
language used is, to todays ears, stilted and strange. For example, the following: 

At a half yearly communication of the GRAND LODGE of the ancient 
and honorable Society of Free and Accepted MASONS, for the State of 
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Connecticut, holden at the Lod R . . 
day of May A 0 1797 d gf e-

M 
oom In the City of Hartford, on the 17th 

, " -an 0 asonry, 5797. 

Present - Most Worshipful William Judd, G.M. 
R.W. Samuel Wyllys, D.G.M. 
W. Ephraim Kirby, S.G.W. 
W. Eliphalet BulkeleY,J.G.W. 
Henry Champion, G. T. 
John Mix, G.s. 
Samuel Bellamy, S.G.D. 
David Daggett, J.G.D. 

Peter Johnson, M. } 
Nathaniel Hubbard, proxy, S. W. 
Stephen T. Hosmer, M. } 
Samuel Canfield, S. W. 
Josiah Lacey, M. 

Timothy Burr, M. } 
Elisha Babcock, S. W. 
Jabez Fitch, proxy, M. 

John Canon, proxy, S.W. } 
Matthew Marvin, do. J.W. 
Nathan Preston, M. 

Ashbel BaldWin, M. } 
Benjamin Hail, proxy, J.W. 
Samuel Woodruff, M. } 
Asahel Benham, S.W. 
Eliphalet Bulkeley, M. } 
Samuel A. Peters, proxy, S.W. 
John R. Watrous, do. J. W. 
Jeffe Beach, proxy, M. } 
Sheldon Curtiss, do. J. W. 
Samuel Lee, proxy, M. 

John Hart, M. } 
Luke Wadsworth, proxy, S.W. 
Daniel Putnam, proxy, S. W. } 
Jedidiah Johnson, do. J.W. 
David Badger, M. } 
Levi Douglass, J.W. 
Aner Bradley, M. 

David Baldwin, M. 

Henry Curtiss, M. } 
Le Grand M. Lewis, proxy, S. W. 
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Hiram, No.1. 
New Haven. 
St. John's, No.2. 
Middletown. 
St. John's, No.3, 
Newfield. 

St. John'S, No.4. 
Hartford. 
Union, No.5, 
Greenwich. 
St. John'S, No.6. 
Norwalk. 
K. Solomon'S, No.7, 
Woodbury 
St. John's, No.8. 
Stratford. 
Compass, No.9 
Wallingford. 

Wooster, No. 10 
Colchester. 
K. Hiram, No. 12. 
Derby. 
Montgomery, No. 13, 
Salisbury. 
Frederick, No. 14. 
Farmington. 
Moriah, No. 15. 
Windham County. 
Temple, No. 16. 
Cheshire. 
Federal, No. 17. 
Watertown. 
Hiram, No. 18. 
Newtown. 
Washington, No. 19. 
Huntington. 



James Percival, Jun. M. } 
Elnathan Smith, S.W. 
John Warner, J.W. 
Philo Ruggles, J.W. 

Jared Byington, M. 

Joshua Downer, proxy, M. 

Samuel Whittlesey, M. } 
John Ripley, proxy, S.W. 
John Babcock, J.W. 
Jedidiah Mills, S.W. } 
Wait Goodrich, proxy, J.W. 
Samuel P. Lord, Jun. S.W. } 

Daniel N. Brinsmade, M. } 

David Bissell, proxy, M. } 
Giles Loomis, S. W . 
Shubael Griswold, J.W. 
George Humphrey, M. } 
Solom,o!" Everist, S.W. 
Azariah Wilcox, ').W. 
Samuel Bellamy, M. 

Elias Perkins, M. } 
Lyman Law, proxy, J.W. 
Joseph Peters, J.W. and } 

proxy, M. 
Samuel Parqy, M. } 
Joel Root, J.W. 
E~enezer Huntington, M. 

Christopher Johnson, M. } 
Joel Bradley, S.W. 
Frederick Phelps, j.W. 
Andrew Hillyer, M. } 
Appleton Robbins, S.W. ' 
Isaac Owen, J. W. 
Giles Pettibone, Jun. M. 

___ ---', No. 20. 
Berlin. 
St. Peter's No. 21. 
New Milford. 
Hart's, No. 22. 
Woodbridge. 
St. James's No. 23, 
Preston. 

Uriel, No. 24. 
Tolland. 
Columbia, No. 25. 
Stepney. 
Columbia, No. 26. 
East Haddam. 
Rising Sun, No. 27. 
Washington. 
Morning Star, No. 28. 
East Windsor. 

Village, No. 29. 
West Simsbury. 
Day Spring, No. 30. 
Hamden. 
Union, No. 31. 
New London. 
Meridian Sun, No. 32. 
Warren. 
Friendship, No. 33. 
Southington. 
Somersett, No. 34. 
Norwich. 

Aurora, No. 35. 
Harwinton. 

St. Mark's, No. 36. 
Granby. 
Western Star, No. 37. 
Norfolk. 

THIRTY-SIX LODGES REPRESENTED. 
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IN AMPLE FORM, 
The Lodge was opened in the third degree of Masonry, and proceeded to the choice 
of Grand Officers for the year ensuing;-the ballots being taken, the Brethren 
hereafter named were elected to the several offices as affixed to their names 
respectively: viz. 

Most Worshipful William Judd, G.M. 
R.W. Samuel Wyllys, D.C.M. 
W. Ephraim Kirby, S.G.W. 
W. Eliphalet Bulkeley, J.C.W. 
Henry Champion, G.T. 
John Mix, C.S. 
Samuel Bellamy, S.C.D. 
David Daggett, J.C.D. 

fhe Officers were congratulated upon their respective appointments, 
and invested with the jewels of their different offices by the most worship
ful Crand Master, agreeably to ancient usages. 

A petition was presented from sundry brethren residing in the town 
of Guilford, stating, that a short time previous to the commencement of the 
late revolution, they had procured from the Grand Lodge of Massachu
setts, a Charter incorporating them into a regular Lodge, with all the 
powers, privileges and immunities thereunto belonging; that in the year 
A.D. 1776, from the general calamities of the war, and their exposed 
situation to the ravages of the enemy, they became so dispersed that they 
have not since that time ever congregated or holden a Lodge under 
authority or by virtue of said Charter:-also praying that this Grand Lodge 
would be pleased to recognize their said Charter, and grant them a new one 
in the same way and manner as to other regularly established Lodges 
within their jurisdiction:-

Wllerellpon resolved, That the Grand Secretary be directed to issue a 
new Charter agreeably to the prayer of said petition, free from any expense 
except his fee of office; that the Lodge take the number next in succession 
on the list of the Crand Lodge, and that it be known and designated by the 
name of St. Alban's. 

The consideration of the petition from the brethren at Weston, &c. 
presented last Grand communication, was again resumed;- the Commit
tee appointed at that time to examine the master elect, reported, that they 
had attended to his examination, and found him well qualified: A similar 
report was also made by the officers of st. John's Lodge, No.3, Newfield, 
in favour of the proposed Wardens; Whereupon resoll1ed, That a Charter of 
dispensation be granted to the petitioners, forming them into a regular 
Lodge, to be holden in the town of Weston aforesaid; and that our 
worshipful brother, William Herron, be first Master, and the other officers 
confirmed in their respective appointments, agreeably to the prayer of said 
petition-the Lodge to be known by the name of Ark. 

A petition from sundry brethren residing in Brookfield, praying to be 
formed into a new Lodge, was presented and read; sundry observations 
having been made thereon, the farther consideration was postponed until 
the Grand communication in October next. 

A petition from the brethren residing in Salem, praying for the 
establishment of a new Lodge there, was presented and read; and after a 
lengthy discussion was negatived. 

Resolved, That the Most Worshipful Grand Master be requested to 
appoint a Chaplain for this Grand Lodge. 
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Resolved. That a Committee be appointed to take into consideration 
the general state of Masonry within this jurisdiction, a nd report make to the 
next Grand communication, what ought in their opinion to be further 
done. for the health and prosperity of the various Masonic arts;- and that 
our M. W. Grand Master, brothers Hosmer, Kirby, Bulkeley and Mix 
compose this Committee. 

Resolved, as the desire of this Grand Lodge, That a sermo n be 
preached in the brick Meeting-house in New Haven, on the day of the 
Grand communication in October next, 10 o'clock forenoon, by the Grand 
Chaplain:- the attendance of the members is expected. and others of the 
fraternity are invited . 

The Grand Secretary reported that SI. John's Lodge, No.4. Hartford; 
Compass Lodge, No.9. Wallingford, and Wooster Lodge, No. 10. Col
chester, had respectively incurred a penalty by the ir non-attendance at the 
Grand Communication in October last; and having heard the reasons 
offered in excuse, by the representatives of those Lodges respectively, 
resolved- That the penalty on SI. John's and Compass Lodges shall not be 
remitted, but that the penalty on Wooster Lodge shall be remitted, they 
having shown to the satisfaction of this Grand Lodge, that itdid not happen 
through their neg ligence or inattention. 

R.W. Deputy Grand Masterand Secre tary were a ppointed a Commit
tee to ad just the accounts of Grand Treasurer. 

':' true Copy from the minutes . 

Expulsions, Suspensions and Rejectioll s, as retllrned to tile Grand Lodge, May 
AL 5797 

The half-yea rly session of May 17, 1797, opened "in ample form" on the third 
degree of Masonry with 36 Lodges represented. The Grand Lod ge proceeded to the 
first "matter of business", the choice of Officers, with no change being made. A 
petition was read from "sundry Brethren" in Guilford for certification of their old 
charter, obtained from Boston in 1771. Instead, it was voted to grant thet'" a new one, 
at no expense, tne Master at resumption o f nctivity being Isnnc Chalker, William 
Heron of Redding, having been examined and found "acceptably worthy", became 
Master of Ark Lodge, chartered to be held in Weston (now Easton). A petition for 
a Lodge in Brookfield was postponed (nfter "sundry observations had .... een made") 
as the proposed loca tion was less than 10 miles from Lodges in Danbury, Newtown, 
and New Milford . The pending application from Sa lem parish in the town of 
Waterbury was "negatived". A sign of reaction to anti-Masonic sentiment wa!' 
apparent in the requesllhat a Grand Chaplain be appointed, and the Grand Milstrr 
named "Rev . Bro. Ashbel Bald win" to the position. This was followed by the "desire 
of the Grand Lodge that a sermon be preached in the brick meeting house in Ne\\" 
Ha ven on the day of the Grand Commu nicil tion on October next" , A committee was 
"appointed to take into consid eration the general state of Masonry within the 
Jurisdiction and report ... whilt ought to be done for the hea lth and prosperity of thl' 
various Masonic Arts." The elect were Grand Master, William Judd; Deputy Grilnd 
Master, Samuel Wyllys; Sr. Gra nd Warden, Ephraim Kirby; Junior Grand Warden, 
Eliphalet Bulkeley; and Grand Secretary, John Mix; which reveals who the solons of 
the Grand Lodge were at th il t time. 
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REV. ASHBEL BALDWIN 
Grand Chaplain in 1797 

Odober 18, 1797, was a day long to be remembered. With MajorGeneral Moses 
C~eilveland as Grand Marshal and Daniel Holbrook of Derby as Gra nd Sword 
~(!nrer, n:orc than one hundr~d Masons, all reputable ci tizens, appeilred in ublic 
In M~sonlcdress, and moved In stately procession from the Lod ge Room to th~brick 
meettny house acr~ss New Haven Green, marching two by two nnd hand in hnnd 
A,,"~el adapted dlSC?Urs~:' was delivered by Gmnd Chaplain Ashbel Baldwin h; 
., very crowde~ audience. It was ordered printed at expense of the Gra nd I od '(' 
and was to be WIdely distributed. The sennon was designed, not for the Craft ; l ol~' 
~ut ~o , make kno.wn ,to the world at large that the Masonic frat ernity was not ~ 
IrreligIOUS orgil nlza hon. . 

When ":,he Grand Lodge of Ancient and Honourilble Society of Freema so ns in 
Connecttcut , got back to business, a charter was g ranted to Union Lad c or 
Danbury w hIch had held out for nine years Dated November 7 1797 't . g j ·' 11 f d h . , , I was ISS UCl 
~\I.~ lOU~ e~ an t e. Lodge received number 40, that being the "next numb~r in 
'".cesslOn : By holdmg Oll t, Union Lodge lost the opportunity to receive the eilrl ic. 
nll mber 10 It would have had if the Lodge had "come in" in 1789. Nathan D(lI.I~liI ' 
".15 Master. A charter wa s granted to Federal Lodge in Brookfield w ith Eli Perr I il S 

\Iilster. It was g iven number41 , now v<tcant. Harmony Lodge, w ith) il rcd B in ;t (~;l 
015 Master, was chartered as number 42 to meet in the "town of Waterb!ry'~ AI 
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Killingworth (now Clinton), Trinity Lodge was organized with Noah Lester as 
Master, and given number 43. All the above named Masters had been duly 
examined and found worthy and well qualified. 

Communications from the Grand Lodges of New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina had been re
ceived and were perhaps read, but no explanation was given in the records so we 
are left in ignorance of what may have occasioned such a flood of officialleUer 
writing. The most important business was the report of the committee on the 
"general state of Masonry within this jurisdiction" which brought about consider
able discussion. The outcome was the adoption of several resolutions (reproduction 
of whiCh follows) indicating a general tightening up of membership concerns. 

The Committee appointed at the last Grand Communication to take 
into consideration the general state of Masonry within this Jurisdiction, 
made their Report,- and after a lengthy and critical discussion the 
following regulations were adopted-viz. 

Resolved, that hereafter, no member of any Lodge under the Jurisdic
tion of this Grand Lodge, who hath not received the sublime degree of 
Master Mason, shall be permitted to propose any candidate for admission 
into Masonry; and that none be admitted but by unanimous ballot. 

. Resolved, That each Lodge under this Jurisdiction, shall hereafter pay 
into the funds of the Grand Lodge, the sum of one dollar, upon each 
initiation into such Lodge; And that at every half yearly conlInunication of 
the Grand Lodge, each particular Lodge shall make accurate returns of all 
initiations since the last preceding communication, and pay the sums due 
thereon to the Grand Treasurer. 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary, under the direction of the Grand 
Master, cause the Constitution, By-Laws, Ordinances, and other proceed
ings of the Grand Lodge, to be printed in one pamphlet, at the expense of 
the Grand Lodge, and distributed to the several Lodges in this State, and 
elsewhere, as the Most Worshipful Grand Master shall direct. 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary shall procure a proper plate, rnd 
cause to be struck on parchment at the expense of the Grand Lodge, such 
number of Certificates as will be necessary to furnish all the members of the 

'several Lodges under this J~risdiction, who apply for the same; wi &ch 
Certificate shall be expressed in the English and French languages, sh ""W
ing that the bearer is a member of a Regular Lodge under the Jurisdiction 
of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, and shall have the Seal of the Grand 
Lodge affixed and be attested by the Grand Secretary. And every member 
of any Lodge under this Jurisdiction, whose name is returned to the Grand 
Secretary as such, shall be enti tied to receive a Certificate as aforesaid, upon 
paying to the Grand Secretary for the use of the Grand Lodge, the sum of 
seventy-five cents. 

Resolved, That no brother shall be admitted into the Grand Lodge, but 
such as are members thereof except a brother who is a petitioner, or a 
witness in some cause, or invited in by the Grand Master or presiding 
officer. 

Resolved, That every petition preferred to this Grand Lodge to obtain 
a Charter for a new Lodge, shall be read and continued to the next semi
annual Communication, for the purpose of examining the officers elect, 
and to obtain the best information respecting the characters and local 
situation of the petitioners. 
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1798 - 1815 



Date of 
Election 

July 8,1789 
May 14, 1790 
May, 1791 

1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 

May 18, 1796 
May 17, 1797 
May 16, 1798 
May 15, 1799 
May 14, 1800 
May 20, 1801 
May 19, 1802 
May 18, 1803 
May 16, 1804 
May 15,1805 
May 14,1806 
May 20,1807 
May 18, 1808 
May 17, 1809 
May 16, 1810 
May 15, 1811 
May 20, 1812 
May 19, 1813 
May 18, 1814 
May 17, 1815 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT. 

Grand Master 

Pierpont Edwards· 

William Judd· 

Stephen T. Hosmer· 

FROM ITS ORGANIZATION TO 1815 

Deputy Grand 
Grand Master Senior Warden 

William Judd· Ralph Pomeroy· 
" 

Ralph Pomeroy· Samuel Wyllys· 

Samuel Wyllys· Ephraim Kirby· 

David DaggeW Eb. Huntington· 

Samuel Bellamy· 

John R. Watrous· 

John R. Watrous· Solomon Cowles· 

Solomon Cowles· Aaron Smith· 

Grand 
Junior Warder. 

Samuel Wyllys· 

Ephraim Kirby· 

E. Bulkley· 
II 

Samuel Bellamy· 
" 

John R. Watrous· 
Solomon Cowles· 

Aaron Smith· 

James Ward· 

Grand Treasurer 

George Phillips· 
Henry Champion· 

j 

j 

j 

j 

J 
J 
J 
J 

j 

j 
Gnnd Secretary j 
Elias Shipman·' 

" 
John Mix· 

j 

J 
j 

J 
j 

J 
J 
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GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS 
liThe Hosmer Regime" -1798-1816 

~ 

A Note of Interest ......... 
The minutes of the Grand Lodge Session of 1798 make no mention of the 

formation of what was to become the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 
This was initiated on October 2, 1796, at what was called "the first governing body 
of Royal Arch Masonry in the United States" which met in New Haven, At the next 
meeting in Boston, in 1797 (called a Convention of Committees) a Circular Letter 
was issued under Chairmanship of Thomas Smith Webb. This gave a report of the 
meeting and proposed a follow-up session to be held the following January. 
Accordingly, the group convened in Hartford on January 24, 1798, Rules and 
Regulations were adopted and the name "Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the 
Northern States of America" was accepted. A convention held in Providence, Rhode 
Island, on January 9 and 10, 1799, changed the name to "General Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons for the Six Northern States of North America", It was not until 
the meeting of January 6, 1806, that the name became "The General Grand Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons for the United States of America". 

Thomas Smith Webb was in business in Hartford at about this period and it is 
assumed that he influenced the holding up of final action until he could complete 
the organization of a General Grand Chapter, 

While many of the principal actors in the move to create the new body were 
members of Connecticut's Grand Lodge, the records of that body are silent concern
ing Royal Arch Masonry. Three of the officers elected a t Hartford in 1798 were wC'll
known in the realm of the Grand Lodge: Ephriam Kirby, Grand High Priest; Stephen 
Titus Hosmer, Grand Treasurer; and Gordon Lathrop of Norwich, Grand Marshal. 

............. 

Forty-two lodges were represented at the Grand Lodge Session in Hartford on 
May 16, 1798. Grand Master Judd, now the target of the "Establishment" as an active 
leader of the opposition (or "reformers") was not re-elected (perhaps as a matter of 
policy considered to be for the good of the Order). But, for whatever reason, William 
Judd, after seven years in office, yielded the Grand East to Stephen Titus Hosmer 
who was installed in the Office he was to occupy for eighteen years. 

Hosmer, of Middletown, was a moderate in politics and was highly respected 
by all within and without the Fraternity. His election provided Connecticut Ma
sonry with eighteen years of conservative consolidation during which time it was 
said that "reason was married to law". 

The new Grand Master was supported by another political moderate, Deputy 
Grand Master David Daggett of New Haven. Ebenezer Huntington of Norwich and 
Samuel Bellamy of Hamden were Grand Wardens with Ephraim Root of Hartford 
and Jesse Beach of Derby filling the Grand Deacon's places. 

As a matter of political interest, there seem to have been a "house-cleaning" of 
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anti-Federalists, as all the officers except the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary 
were changed. Of the 42 lodges represented at that session, more than one-half were 
among the 24 which where chartered by Judd during his tenure (many of these as 

he traveled around the State "electioneering"). 
Of the lodges on the Grand Lodge Register at this time, 17 existed prior to the 

formation of the Grand Lodge, 14 constituent, with others either defunct or holding 
out. Pierpont Edwards had chartered 5 in the State and 2 in Vermont. Judd's record 
of over three per year is in sharp contrast to the less-than-one per year grants during 
Hosmer's tenure. Also, hereafter, it was required by Grand Lodge that the proposed 
Master of a new lodge be examined and that the location of the lodge be approved 
_ with a ten mile distance specified between lodges. This was a much more 
regulated system as charters previously had been granted by Grand Lodge action 
or "at the Grand Master's pleasure". This action was typical of a more cautious 
Grand Master and stricter regulations. The first instance of a petition from a foreign 
country occurred this year when several brethren in Surinam asked for a charter. 
Action was postponed until the October session. Petitions from Winchester and 
vicinity (Winsted), Lyme, Lebanon, and Suffield were also laid over until October. 
Ark Lodge was permitted to Alternate their meetings between We8ton (now Ellston) 
and Redding. The internation~l situation was uneasy, especially on the high seas 
and there were many distressed sea-faring brethren stranded j" New Haven. Hiram 
Lodge receiv~d many requests for relief from this group and the Lodge's charity 
fund was depleted. They applied to Grand Lodge for aid and the request was laid 
over until the October meeting. The situation must have eased by fall as an 
investigation by a Grand Lodge Committee found it "inexpedient" to comply and 

nothing more was.heard. 
The Right Reverend and Worshipful Bishop Jarvis was appointed Grand 

Chaplain, the first (but not the last} Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in, or 
from, Connecticut to be thus honored and to dignify the appointment. He is not on 
record as ever attending the Grand Lodge or ever functioning. 

Bisl:\Op Jarvis was a fellow-townsman and dose associate of Grand Master 
NO'8mb", I=Us cQrtitlente nf nppbint",Dnt Wolt in (he nt'chiveiOl uf thfl PffitctlA\Ant 

Episcopal Church until a few year ago, but is now nowhere to be found. 
Grand Lodge regulations were made more strict and delinquent lodges began 

to be more severely disciplined. Penalties incurred by three lodges were remitted, 
"no negligence or inattention" b~ing found, but two others were fined since "no 

satisfactory reasons were given". 
At the October Session, the petition from Lyme was postponed; that from 

Winchester negatived; the one from Suffield was postponed; one from Glastonbury 
received and held over; and a lodge was chartered in Lebanon, to be called the 
Eastern Star Lodge (44), with Daniel Tilden as Master (the date on the charter is 
November 7, 1798). The Lodge to be held in Lebanon "during the pleasure of the 
Grand Lodge", meanwhile to enjoy the "powers, privileges, and immunities 
thereunto belonging". Benjamin Snow of Norwich was deputized to institute the 

Lodge. 
A surcharge of $30, in addition to the domestic charter fce, was established for 
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Lodges outside Connecticut ("in lieu of quarterages") and, perhaps for this reason, 
the petition from Surinam was withdrawn. After a "variety of remarks", the 
petitioners were "allowed to withdraw". 

An "artful imposter" by the name ofJosh Hall had appeared in Middletown, hut 
had failed to pass strict trial and due examination. Although the State's lodges were 
cautioned, the "arch deceiver" seems to have imposed upon groups of the gullible 
in Wallingford, Middletown, and New London. 

The Grand Secretary was ordered to have a revision of the Constitution, etc., 
printed and distributed, six copies to a lodge, which explains why some few have 
survived. A committee to audit and adjust the accounts of the Grand Secretary and 
Grand Treasurer was first appointed at this session. 

.......... 

The American colonies had won their independence by rebellion, in which 
struggle Connecticut, the 'Provision State', was among the most supportive in 
providing counsel, money, men, and munitions of war. A period of adjustment to 
the freedom which had been achieved took place in Bocial, political, and religious 
affairs throughout the colonies. 

Early settlement of Connecticut had begun with groups under religious lead
ership, which can be called conservative Congregationalism. Down through the 
first 150 years, the clergy and their in-laws from about 30 leading families acquired 
complete control under the privileges granted in the royal charter of 1662. They 
became the 'Establishment'. 

In the few decades preceding the Revolution, newcomers with diverse back
grounds came into the state. Adherents and converts to the Church of England, and 
their missionary ministers had a different idea of religious and electoral freedom. 

The 'Establishment' clung to the form of government developed under the 
charter, although Connecticut is called the 'Constitution State'. While the FedeTCII 
Constitution of 1787 was accepted by a convention called during the following yea r, 
libgralizAfion wAa aranted ~nly in bitt:l nfld pitJcoil by thu di\(l'enched 'Establishment' 
until the Tolerationists prevailed in 1818. 

The Order of Cincinnati, a group of Continental Army Officers, became so 
unpopular through their hereditary membership plan and demands for half-pay 
that they suspended their activities. Conversion of Continental paper money made 
rich men of a few individuals who had the forsight to grab all that was offered them. 
Disposition of funds from the sale of the Western Reserve in Ohio was a matter of 
great contention. The war had been a great leveler in social circles. 

Finally, an upheaval in Europe brought "Freemasonry" into the forefront, the 
name having been usurped by leaders of radical movements on the Continent. Thus 
misapplied, the very name became symbolic of the 'antis', whoever and whatever 
they may have been. So Masonry in Connecticut became abhorrent to the 'Establish
ment' as the 'enemy' of organized religion, and the officers were, or became, marked 
men. While the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, as such, never entered the controversy 
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(since the ancient landmarks forbade such action) many of the men seeking reform 
in the basic law were prominent Masons. Among their leaders were William Judd 
and Ephraim Kirby. It was a bitter struggle through 30 years of effort before a change 
was finally brought about: a Mason became the reform Governor - and he became 
the Grand Master! 

Because he questioned the validity of the law under which he was appointed, 
William Judd was stripped of his office as Justice of the Peace, and subjected to other 
indignities. In the course of his campaigning for exoneration and reversal of his 
degradation, he incurred pneumonia and died an early death. In the view of his 
more miUtant associates and supporters, he had been persecuted to the finish of his 
life and career. 

That is an explanation, in part, of why Judd had removed himself from the office 
of Grand Master of Masons in Connecticut, realizing it was for the good of the Order. 
He was succeeded by an individual who had the trust and respect by both sides in 
the political turmoil, truly a man without reproach. Stephen Titus Hosmer was a 
Past Master ofSt. John's Lodge in Middletown and an officer under the Royal Arch~ 

At the Semi-Annual Session in October, 1798, the first Auditing Committee was 
named to "audit and adjust the accounts of the Grand Secretary and Grand 
Treasurer". They accomplished their assigned task and, at the May Session in 1799, 
reported there was a balance due the Grand Secretary from the Grand Lodge of 
$76.72, "which report was accepted". Presumably the Grand Treasurer was empty 
handed, and iIl time the Grand Secretary collected enough to catch up. All Officers 
were re-elected. 

Petitions from several groups throughout the State were received' and acted 
upon: the petition from Suffield was negatived; those from Lyme and Glastonbury 
tabled until October; one received from Huntington was continued according to 
rule; and Uriel Lodge was graciously permitted by Grand Lodge action to change 
their meeting night from the third to second Wednesday of the month. An appeal 
from a sentence of expulsion by his lodge was entered by an aggrieved member for 
the first time in Grand Lodge records. What today is generally considered imper
missjplo adion, was tflqn when the Grand I-.c.1sae "GlQRJ'd, aild Adj",u"e~ .@t;rand 
Lodge in course". . 

At New Haven in October 1799, the petitions from Lyme and Huntington were 
again considered and postponed; that from Glastonbury negatived and a new 
petition from Winchester was received but continued until the May annual. The 
commiUee on appeals had two cases before it. Another vote provided that, in the 
future, Grand Lodge delegates were to register at least two hours in advance, and 
the several proxies were to deposit their certificates of appointment likewise. 

The death of George Washington in December, 1799, was appropriately noted 
by the several lodges, all going into mourning, and some holding special obser
vances. On February 22, 1800, official commemorative exercises were held in each 
county seat, with the Masonic fraternity given a conspicuous, sometimes a leading, 

. part. The observance in Middletown seems to have been particularly impressive, as 
the following extract from the minutes of St. John's Lodge will show: 
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"Ata Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons held atthe house of Mr. Ephraim 
Fenno'S in Middletown February 22d, 5800, agreeable to a recommenda
tion of Congress on account of the death of our departed and most valuable 
and dear departed brother his most excellency George Washington Esqr. 
Captain General and Commander in chief in and over the armies of the 
United States of America against the powers of the late British war with 
America - an entered apprentices lodge being duly opened _ Present M. 
W. Stephen T. Hosmer, G. M. and (seventy brethren whose names are 
given) when a due procession was formed from the lodge room to the 
Court House by direction and from thence in an entire procession of all 
inhabitants and citizens in manner and form following, to the meeting 
housp , viz: -

First. Preceded Capt. Enoch Huntington with his very large and full 
Company of the Light Infantry, all in their uniform and under arms with 
their music. 

Second. The gentlemen inhabitants and citizens by couples. 
Third. The brethren of the Masonic order in their dress and in their d ue 

order. 

Fourth. The several officers of the Militia of all ranks. 
Fifth. The reverend gentlemen of the clergy with addition of Mr. 

Richard Alsop, by couples. 

Sixth. The Mayor, Alderman, Common Council and Sheriffs of the city 
by couples. 

Seventh. The gentlemen selectmen and civil authorities of the city and 
town by couples _ 

the whole in a very melancholy but decent order moved from the Court 
House to the new meeting house where after being seated the solemnities 
was introduced by singing an hymn adapted to the present occasion. After 
that a prayer was made by the Revd. Mr. Enoch Huntington. After that 
another hymn adapted for the purpose was also sung - After that a very 
satisfadory oration was delivered by til" Rp.vtl. Mr. Bn(Jeh Huntington _ 
Alte, than an elegy on the same present occasion was delivered by our 
Worthy Brother Mr. Richard Alsop to great satisfaction _ After that a 
concluding prayer performed by the Revd. Mr. William Woodbridge _ 
After that a short psalm was sung. - After that the blessing pronounced 
by the same Rev. Mr. Enoch Huntington dismiSSing the congregation. 
When a due procession of the Masonic brethren was formed again from the 
meeting house back to the lodge room where after a short stay, being sea ted 
- Voted that the expense of this day will be paid out of the funds of this 
lodge. 

Business of the day being ended to universal satisfaction this lodge 
was duly closed at 4 o'clock P.M." 

...-. 

In May 1800, forty-four lodges were represented at the annual session in 
Hartford. Moriah Lodge found its jurisdiction so extensive as to be "highly incon
venient in several respects" and, as a solution to the problem, proposed a second 
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lodge in Windham county. In a supporting move, Eastern Star Lodge (44) petitioned 
to be allowed to meet alternately in Windham and Lebanon. As evidence of the 
continuing interest in, and support of, the Fraternity, another new Lodge, Pythago
ras (45), was chartered at Lyme with Nathaniel Matson at Master. All was not peace 
and quiet in all corners of the State, however. Two Lodges, Hart'~ Lodge (22) of 
Woodbridge and King Hiram's Lodge (12) of Derby, brought a dlSagreeme~t of 
jurisdictional lines to the Grand Lodge floor. In a pleasanter and more anuable 
manner, Stephen Titus Hosmer was re-elected Grand Master. ., 

In October the petitions from Huntington and Winchester were agam consId
ered and received a negative vote and the Windham County situation was contin
ued, as were petitions from Stonington and Oxford. Jurisdictional disputes again 
made the agenda, as one between Washington Lodge (19) and St. John's Lodge (8), 
and another involving Hart's and King Hiram's Lodges were agam brought before 

the Grand Lodge. 
The matter of a National Grand Lodge was still unsettled. A recent letter 

received from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was read which opposed a 
"Superintending Grand Lodge" of the United States as had been proposed by South 
Carolina. This was one of many such attempts - none successful up to date, nor 
liable to be hereafter. 

In May 1801, the petitions from Stonington and Oxford were brought to the 
floor. and were turned down. However, in a cooperative ~ood, the delegates 
resolved the Windham'County problem by fixing the seat of Moriah Lodge (15) at 
Canterbury; issuing a charter for a new lodge, Putnam (46) in Pomfret, with Le~uel 
Grosvenor as Master; and permitting Eastern Star Lodge (44) to alternate meetmgs 
between Lebanon and Windham. 

A number of brethren of Columbia Lodge No. 25, then held at Stepney Parish 
(Rocky Hill) in the Town of Wethersfield, asked for permission to move to the First 
Society and form a new lodge to be chartered at the center. The petition was turned 
down although at'the time it was shown that of the 126 members, 27 lived in 
Stepney, 32 in Glastonbury (of whom 20 were in South Glastonbury~, ? in East 
HRt",ord~ 4 in NewinStOI\ PArish, 6 in Wailt ~at'hah at HArtford, And 42 1n Weth
ersfield First Society. The removal was remonstrated and the questio:.. was un
settled. After considerable discussion, the membership of Grand Lodge voted to 
establish a registration fee of 25~ for each Lodge registered at the Annual Session 
("for extra trouble") and to require that the Annual Returns of the Lodges be 
submitted by the Lodge Officers when they registered for the Session. 

In the October session, steps were taken to halt violation of Jurisdiction by 
establishing a fine of 25( for such acts. The offending Lodge was also required to 
tum over to the Grand Lodge all fees collected. Western Star Lodge asked for 
authority to meet in the "sundry different towns" where it had jurisdiction (Canaan, 
Colebrook, Norfolk and Winchester). This was continued. , 

***** 

In May 1802 the petition from Western Star Lodge was again continued as was 
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a newly received petition from Roxbury. Columbia Lodge of Norwich asked for 
recognition but after due consideration the petition was withdrawn. 

In October the petition from Western Star Lodge was withdrawn, it being 
a pparent that lodges were not viewed favorably. A renewed petition for permission 
to move Columbia Lodge (25) was continued, as was the petition from Roxbury. A 
group of brethren in Hebron petitioned fora lodge to serve that town and adjacent 
Lebanon, Coventry, and Bolton territory. It was voted to contract with Brother 
Amos Doolittle for the use of his "long room" for the Grand Lodge Session in New 
Haven each October. A communication was received from Nova Scotia, asking for 
financial assistance from the Grand Lodge and subordinates in erection of a 
Masonic buildmg in Halifax. The Grand Lodge declined the opportunity, voted to 
inform several Lodges of this chance to help their brethren (in many cases their 
blood relatives) "down east". 

In May 1803, Stephen Titus Hosmer was re-elected Grand Master for a sixth 
term. The Roxbury petition, not being supported by a personal appearance, was 
rejected, and the same fate meted out to the petition from Hebron and the request 
from Columbia (25) to move its location. Amos Doolittle's long room was rented in 
consideration of a loan of $100 without interest, to be refunded or remanded if either 
contracting party requested that the agreement be terminated. A protest was made 
tt) the Grand Lodge of New York concerning their practice of accepting petitions and 
conferring degrees on Connecticut residents who requested it. It was also voted tha t 
henceforth no Connecticut lodge was to initiate a person who had not resided in its 
jurisdiction for 12 months, and then only after strict inquiry into his character. 
Columbia Lodge of Norwich made another attempt at recognition, which was 
rejected and all regular Masons were warned against any Masonic contact with the 
pretended lodge or any of its adherents. From this point, all reference to this group 
ceases. 

In October, Deputy GrAnd Mcu'tef David Daggett presided at a noteworthy 
session. (See the following minutes of Grand Session of October 19, 1803.) 

Grand Lodge was opened in the third degree of Masonry; - when a 
petition was presented from sundry brethren residing in the County of 
Trumbu1l and State of Ohio, representing that the fraternity were numer
ous in that quarter, that there was no Grand Lodge in that State, that they 
had principaHy emigrated from the State of Connecticut, and that there 
was no Grand Lodge to whom they could, with so much propriety, apply 
as to this, under whose fostering hand much of the greatest part of them 
had derived their existence as Masons; - praying for the formation of a 
new Lodge in the Town of Warren, County of TrumbuH, aforesaid: - after 
sundry remarks had been made thereon - ordered, that a Charter be 
granted, that our Worshipful brother Turhand Kirtland, be first Master, 
and the other officers confirmed in the respective appointments, agreeably 
to the prayer of said petitioners; - the Lodge to be known and designated 
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by ~he name, Erie, No. 47; - and the authority given to them by virtue of 
this Charter, to continue and be in force for one year from and after there 
shall be a Grand Lodge regularly constituted within and for the State of 
Ohio. 

Another petition was also presented from sundry brethren who had 
formed a settlement on the river Scotia, in said State of Ohio, praying for 
the formation of a new Lodge there; - This petition was granted, and a 
Charter to issue with the same powers, and limited to the same duration as 
that in the County of Trumbull; - our Worshipful and Reverend brother 
James Kilbourn, to be first Master, and the other officers confirmed in their 
respective appointments, agreeably to the prayer of said petitioners; - the 
"Lodge to be holden in the Town of Worthington, and to be known and 
designated by the name, New-England, No. 48. 

.-, 

Brother Kirtland, a Past Master of Compass Lodge in Wallingford, and Brother 
Kilbourn, a Past Master of St. Marks Lodge in Granby, were among thousands of 
Connecticut men attracted to the Western Reserve when it was opened for sale by 
the Ohio Land Compilfly. The numbers gf the Ohio LCldgoa werv ef'an vaetlte(I and 
re-assigned to the Lodges now sitting at Seymour and Kent. The Worthington 
charter seems not to have actually been invoked for constitution of the Lodge until 
five or six years after it was handed to Brother Kilbourn. 

" 
***** 

In May, 1804, Deputy Grand Master Daggett again presided and Grand Master 
Stephen Titus Hosmer was re-elected. Grand Lodge control was being gradually 
tightened and seven lodges were called to account for non-representation. Petitions 
from Oxford and Roxbury were received and continued. 

Ephraim Kirby (1752-1804) a prime mover in organization of the Gral.d Lodge, 
and for five years the Junior Grand Warden, died at Fort Stoddert, near Mt. Vernon, 
Alabama, October 20, 1804. He was there as a Federal Boundary Commissioner to 
settl~ certain dispute9, and had been named" Federal ]udgo for the ,~'flltrict of 
Orleans by President Jefferson. News of his death did not reach Connl ~ticut for 
months and went unnoticed as far as Grand Lodge minutes show. (See note, Kirby 
Biography, Chapter III). 

With Daggett again in the chair in October, the Oxford brethren were granted 
a charter as Morning Star Lodge (47) with Abel Wheeler as Master, but the Roxbury 
petition was rejected. Harmony Lodge (42) was permitted to alternate its meetings 
between the Second Society in Salem (Naugatuck) and the First Society in Water
bury. At this Annual Session, the Grand Lodge reached a milestone when, for the 
first time the auditors reported money in the treasury, all being from per capita fees 
for those made Masons. It was not a fortune - even for 1804. The Grand Treasurer 
held $101.75, the Grand Secretary $219.38! 

William Judd (1747-1804) active in organization of the Grand Lodge and Grand 
Master 1791-1798, died November 3, 1804. Campaigning for a Constitution, and 
challenging the legality of the Charter of 1662, under which he held the office of 

150 

r J ~ ~ ~~~~r"""J 
GEITING DOWN TO BUSINESS 

~ '---, 

Justice of the Peace (from which he was ousted), he defied bad weather to travel to 
New Haven for a hearing, exhausted himself and caught pneumonia. No mention 
is made on minutes of the Grand Lodge of the passing of this Past Grand Master. 

****'" 

At the Annual Communication in Hartford, May 1805, Stephen Titus Hosmer 
who presided, was re-elected, following which the other officers chosen were 
"severally congratulated and regularly inducted into office by the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master, agreeable to ancient usage". Trinity Lodge (43) was authorized to 
meet part time in Saybrook, during March, April, May and June. But a petition for 
Uriel Lodge (24) to meet in "sundry different towns" adjacent to Tolland was 
rejected. A petition from brethren in Hebron, Bolton, Coventry and Columbia, was 
presented and continued. The appeal of one Beardsley from the sentence of 
expultion pronounced against him by the Ark Lodge (of which he was a member) 
for having criminal intercourse with the daughter of a Brother, was summarily 
dIS~()d"d of by being r/llllly tattfied and confirmed". (The first committee on the 
above appeal, named in May, 1804, reported at the October Session but the report 
was rejected, a new committee. name, and the above action resulted.) 

In October the intended Master of the Hebron Lodge was found to be qualified 
and acceptable but final action was postponed. A petition from brethren in New 
Hartford and Barkhamsted was received and continued, as was one from brethren 
in Franklin, Bozrah and Lebanon. Uriel Lodge (24) was granted permission to 
remove from Tolland into the North Society of Mansfield, but not to sit within ten 
miles of the meeting place of a neighboring Lodge. 

In May 1806 Stephen Titus Hosmer was continued as Grand Master. The 
Hebron petition was withdrawn after a "lengthy and critical discussion"; the New 
Hartford petition continued; and petitions from Branford and Kent were likewise 
presented and continued. 

In October the petition from the New Hartford and Branford Brethren were 
.1egatived, but a charter was gfllnted to the Kent brethren (or St. Luke's Lodge (48) 

with John Raymond as Master. Ark Lodge (39), formerly obliged to alternate 
meetings between Weston and Redding, was now permitted local option. One 
Abraham Dunning, a reject from Washington Lodge in Monroe beca use of his "vile 
character" was reported to have gone to New Lebanon, New York, "where his 
character was only superficially known", and had been admitted. Upon return to 
Monroe he was "unanimously excluded and prohibited from visiting." The Grand 
Secretary was instructed to notify the several Lodges in the State to "consider and 
treat him as expelled" should he ask to visit. 

This year Colonel Aaron Burr (1777-1858) of Redding was made a Mason in 
Union Lodge (40) of Danbury. A similarity in names and disregard of the calendar 
has misied some authors to confuse this worthy and respectable brother with the 
erstwhile vice president Aaron Burr (1756-1836) of less complimentary reputation. 

Moses Cleaveland, who had attended the May session as Grand Marshal, and 
who founded the city of Cleveland, Ohio, in 1796, was being caught up in the 
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problefh. of the Ohio Company. When overtaken by illness, wearied in well doing 
with his fTlanifold public interests, and depressed by his misfortunes, his resistance 
was infi c:l equate and he died November 16th, 1806, at the age of only fifty-two. 
DespitQ the lateness of the season and the bad weather, his funeral was attended by 
a ' thro~s' exceeding anything the countryside had ever seen before, and no t likely 
to havQ been equalled s ince. 

,.,. .. 11- .. 

In May 1807, at Hartford, Stephen Titus Hosmer was re-elected in his absence. 
The Hebron petition was renewed but dismissed on the previous question being 
raised; a petition from Chatham was received and continued after "some discus
sion". It is apparent that the 10 mile rule was being adhered to, at least when 
opposition developed. Village Lodge (29) was permitted to move from Canton to 
New Hartford, provided they did no t s it w ithin 10 miles of another Lodge. An 
interesting discussion arose when a question was raised concerning the right of 
Entered Apprentices and Fellowcrafts to ballot on applications. This was given to 
a committee of Stephen Hosmer, Sylvester Cilbcrt, and Aaron Smith for a r~port at 
the October meeting. A petitiOn w" mode for the rellef of an aged worthy Broiher, 
a Pasl Grand Officer and member of the Grand Lodge, who by various misfortunes 
had been reduced to indigence and w ant. He was allowed thirty dollars from Grand 
Lodge Funds "as a charitable donation" . In the case of a Brother who had been 
summarily expelled from his Lodge, a reviewing committee found that, while his 
conduct had been "improper and reprehensible", expulsion was too severe a 
penalty and the Bro t,her was "restored to his former s tanding" (which action seems 
to leave something unrevealed or unexplained) . 

In October, except for the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary, a ll officers 
were pro tern. A committee had found "that ancient Masonic practice accorded 
Entered Apprentices a nd Fellowcrafts Ihe right to ballot on applica tions for initia
tion, and it was continued until the constitutional revision of182S. The petition from 
Chatham was w ithdrawn and one received from Ridgefield. Another pr J Posal for 
a General Grand Lodge was disapproved. (See records excerpt followihg). 

Communica tions from the Grand Lodges of Virginia, and Pennsylva
nia, relative to constitut ing a Grand Lodge over the United States; and a 
Convention of Deputies from the Federal Grand Lodges, being under 
consideration; resolved, that we entirely concur in the opinion expressed 
by the Grand Lodges above mentioned, as to the difficulty, expense, and 
inexpediency of establishing a national Grand Lodge, if such measure were 
justifiable on Masonic principles, of which we cannot but entertain great 
doubts. 

Resolved, that the proposed triennial Convention, from the respective 
Grand Lodges in the United States, at Washington or Philadelphia, is, in 
our opinion inexpedient, and for the following reasons, viz, the benefits 
derivable from the measure beyond those arising from our present fra ter
nal intercourse, ca nnot be of high importance. - Our mod e of working is 

152 

GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS 

sufficiently uniform to answer every va luable purpose; - our union, 
resulting from the general principles of our institution is great; - and as 
we trust a regular and permanent intercourse is already established 
between us; - The expense in attending the proposed Cunvention, consti 
tutes a serious objection to the measure and would absorb fund s that may 
be productive of the most beneficial effects. - The good intentions of our 
brethren, in the communications made to us, we duly appreciate. - We 
remain, however, entirely s.1 tisfied, that the regulation of the particular 
Lodges in the States respectively by the Grand Lodges, with the intercourse 
that subsists between them by mutual Communications on subjects of 
general interest, constitute all the benefit s which our situation as Masons, 
renders expedient and practicable. 

............... 

Stephen Titus Hosmer was again elected as Grand Master in May 1808, wit h 
Deputy Grand Master David Daggett presiding in his absence. The petition from 
Ridgefield was continued, because, while the intended Master was acceptable, no 
recommendation from a ne ig hboring Lodge had been pref'cnted . Puhio m Lodge 
(46) was refused permission to alternate meetings be tween Pomfret and Wood 
stock, and a petition from bre thren in Bristol and Burling to n was received and 
continued, A Brother who had appealed a sentence of expulsion was hea rd by a 
committee whose decis ion was that, unless by October 1, 1808, he signed a 

. "confession or acknowledgement" tendered him by the Lodge, the pena lty would 
stand! 

In October, Dagg~tt again presided, and a charter was gra nted for a Lodge in 
Ridgefield , Jerusa lem (49), with Daniel Jones as Masler. The petition from Bris tol 
and Burlington was rejected but only afler a "lengthy discussion". A disagreement 
about their meeting place brought in two petitions from Ihe Lodge in Fa irfield. A 
committee, emulating Solomon, decided they would review the case but the ir 
expense would be borne by the Lodge. 

In May, 1809, Stephen Titus Hosme r was re-elected . St. John's Lodge (3) was 
required to hold the ir meetings within one mile of the court ho use in Fairfie ld , Ilnd 
the petition o f it faction for perm<lnent establis hment in the borough of Bridgepurt 
was rejected. A petition from brethren in Andover, Coventry, Columbia, and Boltoll 
\\',15 received and continu ed . The pe tition fro m Bristol find Burling to n wa s rCIl L'\·ved 
""ei consideration postponed (no previous queslion being raised) . St Mark's Lodi\l' 
(J6), previously sea ted in Turkey Hills or East Granby, was permitted to meet 
.1I1ywhere in Gra nby on vote of the Lodge. Trinity Lodge (43) was permitted to meet 
two thirds of the time in Saybrook and one third in Killingworth (present d<1y 
Clinton). Eastern Star Lodge (44) was permitted to s it henceforth in the Firs t Socict y 
llf Windham, quitting Lebanon. A proposal in v>'filing, w ithout s ignatures, sa id to 
h,lV(> o rig inated in Union Lodge (31) of New Londo n, was made to divide the State 
into d istricts, appoint inspectors in each lo vis it the lodges a nd introduce uniformity 
in the work, and fo r othe r purposes. A fter SOme discuss ion the I .. tler was rejecled , 
not being cons idered expedien t o r necessary at the time. The time for Dis trict 

153 



THANK YOU, MR. EDWARDS 

Deputies to 'come into their own was many years ahead. 
In October, the petition from Andover, et ai, was continued as the investigating 

committee to examine the proposed Master had no t reported . In Bristo l the intend ed 
Master was found "well qualified" but the petition was rejected a fter a lengthy 
discussion. A party in St. john's Lodge (3) continued to agitate for a change in 
meeting place and a committee was named to conduct a hearing. 

Stephen Titus Hosmer was present to conduct the May Session in 1810, and, to 
no one's surprise, was elected to his 13th term as Grand Master. Among items of 
business before the delegates, a vote was taken to appoint (rather than elect) the 
Grand Deacons in future years; a lengthy discussion concerning "interlineations" 
in the Charter of St. john' s Lodge brought the decision that the Grand Secretary was 
to examine the Charter and "set things straight", Several petitions were received 
and discussed w ith the following results: A Charter was g ran ted to Warren Lodge 
(50) in Andover with Simon House as Master; the request of St. john's Lodge (3) to 
m eet in Bridgeport was not approved; and the petitions of Chatham and Saybrook 
were continued . Union Lodge (40) of Danbury was summoned to . PPOM and' 
""platn their fa ilure to be represented at the Grand Session and their failure to make 
any returns for the last two communications. 

In October, little of great import came out of what proved 10 be a rather 
desultory session. Discussions were not well conducted and ... the bus iness was 
disjointed and rambling. The petitions of Chatham and Saybrook came up again but 
were continued to the next session. Union Lodge (40) of Danbury was again 
unrepresented but, as an excuse, a "miscarriage of mail". was pleaded. The Gra nd 
Secretary was directed to issue another summons and to "forward it in such a 
manner that it woul4 reach the Master or either Warden with eertn iHty". 

In the May, 181 1, annual communication Stephen Titus Hosmer was continued 
in office but Depuly G rand Master David Daggett, having been elected to Congress, 
declined re-election and was succeeded by John Richard Watrous of Celehester, 
w ho presided at this session. The petition from Saybrook was withdrawn but re
introduced before the session closed . A lod gc wAs chnrtcred to be held I" Iho town 
of Chatham at East Hampton, Warren Lodge (51), with David Clark as Master. The 
Junior Warden of Union Lodge of Danbury "assigned many reasons for th~ va rious 
apparent delinquencies of w hich the Lodge was accused". After due considerat ion 
it was agreed Ihat if the Lodge paid a ll arrearages, and a lso the expense of 
su mmoning, it would be restored to good standing. Thereupon the junior Warden 
complied. . 

In the October session, the Saybrook brethren were rewarded with a Charter for 
Mount Olive Lodge (52), with George W. Jewett as Master, to be held w ithin one 
mile o f the Episcopal church in the Second Society. A petition from North Stoning
ton was received and continued. 

... ............ 

The number of lodges represenled at the Grand Lodge session in Hartford in 
May, 1812, exceeded fifty for Ihe first time. The brethren in North Stonington were 
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granted a charter for a lodge to be held a t Milltown, Widow's Son Lodge (52), w ith 
Coddington Billings as Master. A petition from Sterling was presented and contin
ued and Warren Lodge(51) was permitted to remove from East Hampton to Midd le 
Haddam. A committee had been appointed to hear the appeal of a certa in brol her 
against a sentence of expulsion but had no t been called upon by either pa rty. The 
committee was continued with the ca ution to ascertain which party wou ld pay the 
costs. In Sterling no action had been ta ken to examine the proposed Master 'in 
consequence of his absence' and action was continued. A petition from Milford was 
received and also continued. 

............... 

JEREMY LADD CROSS 
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John Hart Lynde, a prominent citizen of New Haven and one of the leading 
Masons in the country, was Master of Hiram Lodge from 1812 to 1814, and was very 
much interested in having a uniform mode of work adopted by all the lodges in the 
State. 

It was through his influence that the celebrated lecturer on Masonry, Jeremy L. 
Cross, came to Connecticut. 

Mr. Cross came to New Haven from Virginia where he had been lecturing and 
joined Hiram Lodge on November 5, 1818. He taught the work as prepared by 
William Preston in England during the latter half of the eighteenth century and his 
method of teaching was approved by the men who were best informed in the 
principles of Masonry. 

George Richards, a son of Doctor Richards, who published Mr. Preston's book 
on Masonry, in this country, stated that the work taught by Mr. Cross was the same 
as he had received from his father, and that his father received the work from the 
Lodge of Antiquity in London, which was the lodge presided over by Mr. Preston 
for many years. 

Hiram Lodge adopted this work and has continued to use it until the present 
time. It has long since been referred to as the "OLD WORK." 

In the year 1819, Mr. Cross published at New Haven a test book on Masonry 
called The True Masonic Chart or Hieroglyphic Monitor. This rook waR Adapted by 
several GrAnd Lodges and for mafty years was very popular with the Craft. 

At the annual communication in May, 1813, all officers were continued. The 
petition from Sterling was rejected "after lengthy disqJssion" and the one from 
Milford was summarily given the same treatment. The appeal of a brother who had 
evaded trial was rejected after a statement of the circumstances. At the October 
session, sundry Brethren of Union Lodge in New London asked for some relief for 
Brother Ebenezer Perkins, "in consequence of his many and great misfortunes", and 
he was granted $75 dollars from Grand Lodge funds "as a charitable do:"\ation". A 
"trusty and well beloved brother", John Claus, now "sick and indigent", was given 
the sum of ten dollars as a "token of friendship and love" in recognition of his "zeal 
and .fidelity" as Tiler of the Grand Lodge for many years. To avoid a f1.lsh, it was 
specified that in the future, registration, presentation of proxies, and relurns from 
the lodges, would be made between the hours of two and five, and in case of neglect 
or tardiness there was a penalty of fifty cents prescribed. 

............ 

At the annual communication in May, 1814, Deputy Grand Master John R. 
Watrous, first stationed as Junior Grand Warden in 1806, declined "further appoint
ment to any office in the Grand Lodge". Solomon Cowles of Farmington succeeded 
him and presided over the business session. Brother Watrous had been elected 
Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons in 1807 and continued to serve through 
1817. Little was approved at the sessions: A petition from Sharon, "together with 
remonstrance" against the grant from an unnamed source was continued; Putnam 
Lodge was denied liberty to meet alternately in Pomfret and Woodstock; A petition 
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from East Hartford was introduced, and one from Milford brought for the second 
time, and both were continued. The ordinance requiring an examination of the 
Master-to-be of a new Lodge, and requiring continuance of petitions-in-course was 
repealed. 

In October, Stephen Titus Hosmer was in the chair at the New Haven session. 
The petition from Sharon was continued; those from East Hartford and Milford 
rejected; and one from New Preston received and continued. Columbia Lodge (25) 
was permitted to move from Rocky Hill across the river to Glastonbury, at the 
pleasure of the Grand Lodge. In continuation of the custom of providing assistance 
to members in financial difficulty, John Beers of Derby was granted $50 as a 
"charitable donation". 

........... 

When Stephen Titus Hosmer was re-elected in May, 1815, he included among 
his appointments Reverend Brother Roger Searle as Grand Chaplain. During the 
discussion of the petition of brethren at Sharon for a Lodge, there was a remon
strance, but Hamilton Lodge (54) was chartered at Sharon with Daniel Parker as 
Master. The New Preston petition was rejected. Circumstances seemed to dictate a 
cautionary resolution on the necesaity of e)(treme care in the adtn18sion of new 
members. All Lodges were exhorted to "discipline the disorderly and unworthy 
already in the ranks", as evidenced by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the attention of the several Lodges in this jurisdiction 
should be directed to the conduct and walk of their members; that they be 
required, in the spirit of brotherly love, to discipline any disorderly and 
unworthy members, and as far as practicable to keep them within the 
ancient landmarks of the Order; that in the view of this Grand Lodge, it is 
of the first importance that the Lodges be particularly cautious in the 
admission of new members. 

Violation of jurisdiction were becoming more numerous and in one instance a 
fine of $25 was imposed and a threat added that "if the penalty was not promptly 
paid the charter would be lifted". It seems to have been a deterrent. Just to be sure, 
the Grand Lodge was dosed "after solemn prayer". 

In October the Grand Lodge was opened "with impressive prayer by the Grand 
Chaplain". Ninety-year old Brother John Griffin of Oxford was granted relief by the 
Grand Lodge. A petition from the brethren in Meriden was introduced, read, 
discussed, and summarily rejected. In a vote of appreciation, the generosity of 
which would seem ridiculous today, the salary of the Grand Secretary was doubled 
from $25 to $50 per annum. The Grand Chaplain dosed the session with a "solemn 
prayer" - perhaps seeking Divine guidance for the Grand Secretary in the disposal 
of his munificent new salary. 
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Date of 
Election 

May 15, 1816 
May 14, 1817 
May 10, 1818 
May 19,1819 
May 10, 1820 
May 9, 1821 
May 8, 1822 
May 14,1823 
May 12,1824 
May 11,1825 
May 10,1826 
May 9, 1827 
May 15,1828 
May 13,1829 
May 12,1830 
May 11,1831 
May 9,1832 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT, 
1816 -1832 

Deputy Grand Grand 
Grand Master Grand Master Senior Warden Junior Warden Grand Treasurer 

Solomon Cowles· Aaron Smith" James Ward" John H. Lynde" Henry Champion 
James Ward" John H. Lynde· Levi H. Oark" II 

Oliver WolcoW James Babcock R. I. Ingersoll· 
Lyman Law" T. H. Cushing" " 

" 
Lyman Law· T. H. Cushing· R. I. IngersoW E. Goodrich, Jr." 

R. I. Ingersoll· E. Goodrich, Jr.· D. B. Brinsmade· Laban Smith· 
R. I. Ingersoll· E. Goodrich, Jr.· D. B. Brinsmade· Thos. K. Brace" 

" Jas. Canington" 
E. Goodrich, Jr." D. B. Brinsmade" Jas. Canington" J. M. Goodwin 
D. B. Brinsmade· J. M. Goodwin· A. D. Scoville· William C. Gayot 

" 
Jas. M. Goodwin· A. D. Scoville· William C. Gay· c.A. Ingersoll" 

" 

Thos. Hubbard· C. Billings· R. C. Abernethy· Leonard Hendee· 
" 

J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 

Grand Secretary J John Mix 

Wm. H. Jones· J 
J 
J 

Justin Redfield· 

J Wm. H. Jones· 

J 
J 
J 
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THE WALLS COME TUMBLING IN 
1816 -1832 
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Approaching mid-year in 1816, Stephen Titus Hosmer was about to assume a 
seat on the State Supreme Court bench as an Associate Justice. So, after eighteen 
years in the Grand East, he wrote a letter to the Grand Lodge in which he declined 
further Grand Lodge Office. At the Annual Communication at Hartford in May, 
1816, he was succeeded as Grand Master by Solomon Cowles of Farmington. 

Stephen Titus Hosmer (1763-1834) was a remarkably capable presiding Officer 
and a stabilizing influence in the organization and growth of the Grand Lodge of 
Connecticut, although not possessing the personality of his two predecessors, or of 
many of those who followed him. His wisdom in the Chair, strength of leadership, 
and other exemplary characteristics made him an adornment to the Grand East for 
a long term of years, never before equalled in our Grand Lodge history, nor likely 
to be hereafter. His cautious conservatism is well illustrated by the fact that durtng 
hisltdminiAtrAtign dl\ly 14 Lodges wer" added to the fotty.foUf V7ilstlng when he 
took office. The number of Masons in the State had, however, increased by many 
hundreds. Many of the Lodges chartered by Judd were in places where his political 
campaigning had taken him ·and among political sympathizers. The network of 
trayel ways was being enlarged and improved, and taverns (0'.' road houses) sprang 
up in strange'places. Hosmer favored more "suitable places' and more conservative 
Charter Masters. . 

Solomon Cowles (1758-1839) was quite probably acting as a care-taker, the 
identity of his successor being anticipated. During his two years in office only one 
charter was issued, that to Seneca Lodge in Torrington, where, as it happened, a 
woolen mill in nearby Wolcottville had brought in quite an addition to the 

population, 
Over its first-quarter century, the Grand Lodge of Connecticut had but three 

Grand Masters. As this period ends, the State was in the midst of political unrest, 
anp on the verge of an upheaval which resulted in the adoption of the (" .)nstitution 
of 1818. This struggle, no doubt, had its effects in the Grand Lodge, so"Y\e of which 
must be taken for granted, although it can be read between the lines. 

But if tranquility prevailed in the Grand Lodge, it was otherwise throughout the 
state. Connecticut was about to adopt a new Constitution and replace the "elective 
despotism", or rather, "elective aristocracy" which had governed the state since the 
decl~lration of independence at the beginning of the revolutionary struggle. The 
state was in political ferment and the uneasiness was to have reverberations in the 

Grand Lodge. 
Under the charter of 1662 Connecticut was governed by the General Assembly 

of representatives from the cons,tituent towns, and the Governor's Council. Hardly 
2 percent of the population were qualified to vote and it is said that about 30 of the 
old families and theirin-Iawscontrolled state affairs. The Congregational clergy, the 
more reputable lawyers, the physicians in general, the Yale faculty, the Litchfield 
Law School graduates, the press, and the merchants, these all belonged, for the most 
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part, to the conservative, hereditary, Federal, and privileged group. 
After ratification of the Federal Constitution in 1788, a movement began for 

similar action in the state. The pros were generally Jeffersonians, and among their 
leaders were Pierpont Edwards and William Judd, our first two Grand Masters. Bu t 
even when strengthened, patronagewise, through the Federal appointments at 
their disposal, this group could not loosen the grip of the Standing Order, and the 
well "established" Congregational church, In those days a man's politics could be 
known by his dress, the conservatives adhering to small clothes, while the demo
crats began to appear in the pantaloons of the working man. 

After the War of 1812 it became apparent that the Connecticut governmental 
structure did' not meet the realities of a rapidly changing domestic economy and the 
social adjustments taking place. The Hartford Convention, which met behind 
closed doors in Connecticut, adjourned shortly after hostilities ceased, with its 
accomplishments inconclusive or unknown, but viewed by some as necessarily 
verging on treason. The Episcopalians, Methodists, and Baptists found that they 
had grievances in common, if nothing else, and protested in sweet uniflon. 

The leaders among the charter exponents saw their opportunity, united with 
the non-Congregationalists, and almost carried the 1816 election with Oliver 
Wolcott heading the ticket.. In 1817, as the Toleration Party, they seated 132 
adherents in the General Assembly opposed to 69 Federalists. Special privileges of 
the day were killed and the new charter assured. Some of the personalities in this 
political revolution may be followed with certainty in their Masonic careers, but it 

, does not appear that Freemasonry, as a body, took any stand in this business, 
although it can be safely assumed that more than an echo reached into Lodge and 
Grand Lodge discussion groups. 

Solomon Cowles of Farmington, a fellow townsman of the Grand Secretary, a 
respectable merchant, Major General in the militia, and a conservative in political 
matters, was re-elected Grand Master in May 1817. The Deputy Grand Master had 
moved to New York City and the two stalwart Grand Wardens were advanced: 
James Ward of Hartford and John Hart Lynde of New Haven. Though Cowles was 
absent from the semi-annual Session in New Haven in October, Montgomery 
Lodge, which through "misapprehension" of the applicable rules, had taken 
candidates from the jurisdiction of Western Star Lodge, was only required to pay the 
expense of "reference" to the committee. A few delinquencies were considered, and 
the auditors so reported, but with no amounts mentioned. It was a quiet year but a 
great change was just ahead, and in anticipation, the meeting opened and closed 
with "very solemn and impressive prayer", 

At the May 1818 Grand Lodge Communication in Hartford, Grand Master 
Cowles was absent, but, by letter, declined any further appointment to Office. 
Governor Oliver Wolcott was chosen to fill the Grand East, was called upon by 
"respectable delegation" as a committee of notification, appeared in the Lodge 
Room, accepted the Office, and was inducted into the Chair. His appointments were 
what would have been expected in the circumstances. 

Oliver Wolcott Jr. (1760-1833) had been made a Mason in St. John's Lodge (4) in 
Hartford in 1787, and acted a short time as Secretary. After service in Washington's 
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Cabinet as Secretary of the Treasury, he became a banker in New York City, later 
returning to Connecticut for the development of industrial establishments with a 
Brother at Wolcottville, now Torrington. His election to the Office of Grand Master 
from the floor was possible because, by Connecticut Grand Lodges Constitution, 
any Mason is eligible for any Grand Lodge Office, although in present day practice 
this provision has seldom been taken advantage of. This may also be a good place 
to point out that the Grand Master's father, Oliver Senior, was a Signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, but not a Freemason, although the son's Masonic 
record has often, mistakenly, been credited to the parent. 

There must have been some gloating among old timers in the fraternity. The 
'establishment' had fought these demands for a charter, by the "enemy" - the 
Order of Cincinnati, the Masons, and the Episcopalians. One valiant champion of 
a Charter, and a leader in the attempt to get one, had been Past Grand Master 
William Judd, really a martyr to the cause. The Grand Lodge, of course, took no 
action in the struggle, but many observant Masons recognized the signs of the times 
and governed themselves accordingly. 

Wolcott's predecessor 8S Governor of the State was John Cotton Smith (1765-
1845) a resident of Sharon, and the first Freemason to be so honored, although not 
for that reason. Smith had been made a Mason in St. Paul's Lodge at Litchfield while 
an up-and-coming young lawyer. He was faithful to his obligation and adhered to 
the Eraternity throughout the fanatical madness of the anti-Masonic frenzy. 

Among routine matters disposed of at the May, 1818 Session, were: the granting 
of charters to the brethren in Bristol for Franklin Lodg~ (56), with George Mitchel 
as Master; and permitting Federal Lodge (17) to alternate its meetings between 
Watertown and Ply~outh. But of far greater importance was the appointment of 
Jeremy Ladd Cross as Grand Lecturer with authorization to visit and instruct the 
Connecticut Lodges. Each Lodge was to pay the Grand Treasurer $1 0 and be entitled 
to receive two and one half days instructions. 

Governor Wolcott presided at the October, 1818 Session in New Haven and also 
at the May, 1819 Session. On this date, Asylum Lodge (57) was chartered at 
Stonington with WilllllM Robinson as MAlter, and VUlage Lodge (29) W I1A Author
ized to move from New Hartford to Canton. The Semi-annual Comm .. mications 
were discontinued with Annual Communications to be scheduled in alternate years 
at Hartford and New Haven, to meet on the second Wednesday in May. 

Without comment or commendation John Mix (1755-1834) of Farmington, was 
replaced as Grand Secretary after thirty years of highly efficient service. A graduate 
of Yale, veteran of service as Quartermaster and Commissary in the Continental 
Army, he was made a Mason in American Union Lodge. He became Town Clerk of 
Farmington and filled many other positions of trust in the town while serving as 
Quartermaster General of the State Militia. His eyes had failed him but his atten
dance of Grand Lodge continued for quite a few years. An ardent Mason, he was. 
for many years, Master of Frederick Lodge which met in a specially fitted room in 
his house. He was also Past Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons. 

In May, 1820, at New Haven, Wolcott presided. Northern Star Lodge (58) was 
chartered at Barkhamsted, with Amos Beecher as Master; Apollo Lodge (59) at 

164 

~ .---, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ------. .---, 
THE WALLS COME TUMBLING IN 

Suffield, with Andrew Dennison as Master; and Columbia Lodge (26) was allowed 
to alternate meetings between East Haddam and Haddam. Jeremy Ladd Cross was 
reappointed Grand Lecturer and his "True Masonic Chart" recommended as a text 
book for all Lodges. It was voted that hereafter Grand Lodge Proceedings were to 
be published in pamphlet form, with an "abstract of returns" from the several 
Lodges. 

Jeremy Ladd Cross (1780-1860) was a competent lecturer, but the financial 
arrangements for his services (a levy on all Lodges) did not meet with general 
compliance by the Lodges where he did not visit. His appointment was continued 
but hereafter arrangements for compensation were arranged locally where he was 
invited. He turned his attention to the printing and distribution of his 'Monitor' and 
began a M~sonic supply business which was his principal activity at the time he 
moved to New York City about 1830. He is noted also for the dissemination of the 
degrees of Royal and Select Masters and is considered the 'Father of Cryptic 
Masonry' because, through his efforts, the first Grand Council in the world was 
organized here in Connecticut. 

A series of pamphlets in the archives of the Grand Lodge give an incomplete 
record of activities for the period from 1821-1831. For the Masonic happenings 
during this ten-year period, we must depend on Storer's "Reprint of the Proceed
ings". 

When the Annual meeting of the Grand Lodge was called to order in New 
Haven on May 9, 1821, the Deputy Grand Master, Lyman Law, was in the East and 
convened the Session. He delivered a letter from the Grand Master and requested 
the Grand Secretary to read it. It was worded as follows: 

To tire M. W. Grand Lodge of tile Stllte of Conl1ecticut: 
Brethren, - The state of my health, and my numerous avocations, 

render it proper, in my opinion, that I should resign the station of Grand 
Master, in which I have been placed by your suffrages. I have, therefore, 
respectfully to request, that at the ensuing election I may not be considered 
as a candidate, and that you would accept my thankR for th" honot which 
you have conferred on me, and my most sincere wishes for the advance
ment and prosperity of Masonry. 

With perfect respect and attachment, I remain your affectionate brother, 
OLIVER WOLCOTT. 

Hartford, May 9th, 5821. 

The letter was accepted with regrets and, in the subsequent election, Lyman 
L1W, an Attorney from New London and Deputy Grand Master, was elected to the 
Office of Grand Master. 

Under the business of Charters, Wolcott Lodge (60) was chartered at Stafford, 
with Benning Mann as Master; and Olive Branch (61) at Goshen, with Timothy 
Collins as Master. Federal Lodge (17) was again seated at Watertown. As in all 
reriodc;, times changed and, with them, requirements for changes in regulations 
and procedure. To keep the Grand Lodge in tune with changes going on around it, 
a committee was appointed to petition the Legislature for incorporation under the 
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title of IITl).e Grand Lodge of the the State of Connecticut". When granted, this title 
was to endure for a century or more until expediency dictated that it be enlarged to 
include the II A.F. & A.M." which has been used since then. 

For the first time, returns from the constituent Lodges were printed. Of the 59 
Lodges then on the roll, 18 listed their membership figures. The average was 62 
although the sample may not be a fair one. On that basis the total membership in 
Connecticut was between 3500 and 4000. Lyman Law was reelected in May, 1822, 
at New Haven but two other Grand Officers, Deputy Grand Master Thomas 
Humphrey Cushing of New London, and Grand Treasurer Henry Champion of 
Colchester, asked to be left out of consideration. 

Thomas Humphrey Cushing (1754-1822) was a native of Boston, on record in 
Washington Military Lodge while an Officer during the Revolution. He was in 
command of the defenses of New London Harbor when discharged and continued 
his residence there. He served as M.P. Grand Master of R.&S.M. in 1820-1821. He 
was ill when he resigned at the Annual Session and died before the end of the year. 

Henry Champion (1751-1824) led a battalion at the assault on Stony Point 
during the Revolution And for yeArs celebrated "Stony Point Day" at his mansion 
grounds at Westchester. Farmer, land speculator, legislator, banker, etc., his 33-year 
tenure in a Grand Lodge Office was unequalled. He, too, was aging and in poor 
health and lived for only two more years. .. 

Orient Lodge (62) was chartered at East Hartford with Ch~rles H. Olmstead as 
Ma~ter, and St. Alban's Lodge (38) of Guilford was permitted to meet part time in 
Branford. A sign of the times was evident in a vote recommending the "disuse of 
ardent spirits" at Lodge Communications. The appointment of delegates to a 
convention at Washington to consider a General Grand Lodge was authorized. Who 
they were is not stated, and it does not matter, as the oft renewed proposal failed 
again to materialize. 

Lyman Law (1770-1842) came from a family of note in colonial Conr.ecticut. He 
graduated from Yale in 1791 and had a life career as a lawyer, as a legislator at both 
Hartford and Washington, and was a useful citizen of New London and the State. 
He.was·not only Grand Master of Masons, but Grand High Priest of r.oyal Arch 
Masons, first M.P. Grand Master of Royal and Select Masters, and amr'1g the first 
group to be knighted in Washington Commandery of Knights Templar. His legal 
experience indicated to him the expediency of incorporating the Grand Lodge 
(which had been proposed in 1821). The committee to investigate IIIncorporation" 
reported favorable action by the State Legislature and presented a copy of the" Act 
of Incorporation" certified by the Secretary of State. Provision of a "seal" for the 
Corporation did not preclude the use of an earlier form of seal. A study of original 
charters might reveal a variety of impressions. The earliest reprod uction in printer's 
ink was used by Grand Secretary Joseph K. Wheeler to certify the Proceeding in 
1867. 
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Act of Incorporation of the 
GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT. 

At a General Assembly of the State of Connecticut, holden at Hartford, in said 
State, on the first Wednesday of May, A.D. 1821-

Whereas, sundry persons in this State have formed themsel ves into an 
Association or Society, known and called by the name of "The Grand 
Lodge ofthe State of Connecticut," and have by their commi ttee presented 
their petition to this Assembly, praying for an Act of Incorporation: 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Lyman Law, Thomas H. Cushing, 
William H. Jones, Henry Champion, and such other persons as now are, or 
hereafter shall become members of said Association or Grand Lodge, sha II 
be, and they hereby are made and constituted a corporation or body politic, 
by tt~e name of "The Grand Lodge of the State of Connecticut," and by that 
name may have perpetual succession, shall be capable in law of suing and 
being sued, pleading and being impleaded, defending and being de
fended, in all courts and places whatsoever, and may have and use a 
comll\on seal, and may alter the same at pleasure; and may hold, use, 
manage and convey property, real, personal and mixed, to an amount that 
shall produce an annual income not exceeding three thousand dollars. 

Resolved further, Tha~ said corporation may, from time to time, elect 
such officers as they may judge expedient; make such By-Laws as they shall 
judge needful to regulate their concerns, not inconsistent with the laws and 
constitution of this State or the United States, and may admit members of 
their body in the manner and upon the terms they may judge most 
conducive to the welfare of the corporation, and may prescribe the manner 
of calling and the times and places of holding their meetings, except the 
first meeting to organize said corporation, which shall be held at the 
dwelling house of Amos Doolittle, in the city of New Haven, on the 2d 
Wednesday of May, 1822, at 7 o'clock, P.M. 

Provided always, That this Act may be repealed, altered or amended, at 
the pleasure of the General Assembly. 

A true copy of record, examined by 
THOMAS DAY, Secretary. 

Ralph I. Ingersoll, a New Haven lawyer, succeeded Law as Grand Master at the 
I H23 Communication in Hartford. For the first time on the record, the thanks of the 
Grand Lodge were voted to the outgoing Grand Master. A second Lodge was 
(hartered in New Haven, Adelphi Lodge (63), with William H. Jones as Master; also 
l'Oe at Winsted, St. Andrew's Lodge (64), with Josiah Smith as Master. A revision of 
the Constitution and By-Laws was brought in, ordered printed and distributed to 
~he several Lodges. 

At New Haven in May, 1824, Ingersoll was reelected, and Temple Lodge (65) 
(h"rtered at Naugatuck with Samuel Jackson as Master. The revised Constitution 
,lnd l3y-Laws were brought up and considered, a provision for Masonic Districts 
and a system of District Deputy Grand Masters rejected, and the whole again 
ordered printed and sent out for final consideration. 
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Ralph Isaacs Ingersoll (1789-1872), a grandson and namesake of the first Master 
of St. John's Lodge in Norwalk, was an 1809 Yale graduate; a lawyer, legislator, 
Congressman, Mayor, and U.S. Minister to Russia: "An ornament to the State and 
to the Fraternity in high offices of trust". 

At New Haven in May, 1825, Grand Master Ingersoll was succeeded by Elizur 
Goodrich of Colchester and Hartford, a son-in-law of Henry Champion. All except 
two of the 65 Lodges were represented. The revised Constitution and By-Laws were 
adopted with no important change, except that the privilege of proposing candi
dates for initiation was hereafter restricted to Master Masons. The minimum fees 
were $10, $2 and $3 for the degrees and the per capita on each initiate was $1. 
Charters were granted to the following Lodges with location and charter Master as 
shown: Widow's Son Lodge (66) at Branford, with Merrit Foote; Harmony Lodge 
(67) at New Canaan, with Samuel Carter; Charity Lodge (68) at Groton, with Erastus 
Williams; Fayette Lodge (69) at Ellington, with William A. Hamilton; and Washing
ton Lodge (70) at Windsor, with James O. Pond. Petitions from Greenwich, Griswold 
and Jewett City were received and laid over. Several Lodges were reported ac.; failing 
to comply with representation and returns as the new Constitution required. For the 
first time in Connecticut Grand Lodge annuals, it was necessary to revoke the 
charter of a daughter Lodge, Trinity (43) of Killingworth. During the few preceding 
years, the effect of migration towards the many mill towns springing up around the 
state could be seen in the number of requests for charters from these centers. Today 
we see the city Lodges declining in membership and the suburban Lodges growing 

. at their expense. This year, for the first time, the business of the Grand Lodge was 
carried over to a second day. 

Freemasonry in Connecticut was at a peak of prosperity, activity, and member
ship this year, with perhaps 4000 Masons in the state. Lafayette had been a visitor 
and was welcomed by prominent Masons in the civic delegations everywhere. Time 
and other commitments allowed him no opportunity to visit Lodge or Grand Lodge, 
as was possible in other states the following year. A delegation from Connecticut 

. under Grand Junior Warden James M. Goodwin attended the "all New England" 
gathering ()f thousands of Masons at Bunker Hill. Here the cornerstone of the 
present monument was laid with Masonic ceremony, with Lafayette participating. 
A contingent of Knights Templar were in the massed New England escort in the 
mammoth parade. 

Lafayette arrived at New York during August, 1825, and went across Connecti
cut on his way to Harvard to receive an honorary degree. He returned through 
Vernon and Hartford and by steamer to New York. Lodges in Fairfield and 
Rockville took his name later. Upon return to New York he was honored by 
conferral of the degrees in Chapter and Commandery. During his circuit of the 
States which followed he was greeted everywhere by great crowds of the citizenry 
and saluted as a Mason, such as had never been known before. 

In May, 1826, the Grand Lodge met at the Tontine Building in New Haven, 
leaving Amos Doolittle's "Long Room" which had been used for a quarter century 
or more. The grand Secretary was landlord of a hotel at the 'Tontine House'. Daniel 
B. Brinsmade, lawyer and Militia General of Washington, was elected Grand 
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Master. The Greenwich petition was carried over, the one from Jewett City refused. 
Lodges were chartered as follows with masters as named: Salem Lodge (71) at Salem 
in New London County, with Shubael Parks; Lafayette Lodge (72) at Fairfield, with 
John J. Allen; Manchester Lodge (73) at Manchester, with Arum Bolles; and Blazing 
Star Lodge (74) at Cornwall, with Uriah Turner. The Grand Lodge accepted a deed 
in trust to property of St. John's Lodge (8) in Stratford; extended the jurisdiction of 
St. Andrew's Lodge (64) into Colebrook; permitted Asylum Lodge (57) to alternate 
meetings between Stonington and Mystic; and authorized st. James' Lodge (23) of 
Preston to hold all or part of their meetings in Jewett City. After reassembling at 7:30 
a.m. the second day, permission was denied King Hiram Lodge (12) of Derby to 
move to Humphreyville; a petition f~r a new lodge at a young industrial town (now 
Ansonia) was not approved; $200 was appropriated for new jewels, collars, and 
sashes; and St. Mark's Lodge (36) was permitted to meet in Simsbury. A communi
cation having been received from other Grand Lodges concerning the erection of a 
monument over the tomb of Washington at Mount Vernon, it was voted to 
appropriate $500, contingent on a total of $10;000 being pledged throughgut the 
country. For obvious reasona this proposition fell through. The charter of Pythago
ras Lodge (45) was revoked, another example of how population changes affected 
Lodges in such places as Hamb~rg. The charter fee was increased to $50 and, in an 
understanding and generous mood, the Grand Lodge voted ~o allow Lodges to 
admit members of the Clergy gratis. 

On September 12,' 1826, occurred the abduction of William Morgan from 
Batavia, New York. His yet unsolved disappearance was an event with disastrous 
consequences for Freemasonry, and, beca use of many misrepresentations, one from 
which the echoes are still heard. 

The first effects were quite apparent at the Grand Lodge communication of 
May, 1827, at Hartford, when two Lodges were reported delinquent. The minutes 
of this session are ~perfect as reprinted by Storer, or perhaps, in the excitement of 
the times, no record was made of the election, but Brinsmade continued in office. It 
was cons,idered inexpedient to grant the petition for a new Lodge at GT':?enwich, 
whi~h hftd been pgnding for twa )fORrs. A vete W"8 pAille&! to continue ntt pStitionli 
for new Lodges, and accordingly petitions from Jewett City, Woodstock, and 
Plymouth were read and deferred. 

Disputes between several Lodges, as well as other matters of contention were 
on the agenda and much discussion and sage counsel were utilized before fair and 
amicable solutions were reached. 

At New Haven in May, 1828, the skies were darkening. Although 66 of the 73 
Lodges were represented, only 45 reported any initiations. Brinsmade declined 
election and Past Grand Master Lyman Law was elected to the Grand East. In an 
attempt to alleviate Masonry's problems and place two of Connecticut's most 
respected public servants at the helm of the Grand Lodge, John S. Pet~rs of Hebron 
was elected Deputy Grand Master from the floor, ignoring James M. Goodwill, the 
present Deputy Grand Master. This move resulted in the refusal by Goodwin to be 
considered for any Office. A committee, which had been sent to inform Lyman Law 
of his election as Grand Master, returned from notifying Law, to say that he 
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declined, whereupon Peters likewise declined to serve or be advanced, and tilt' 
Grand Lodge called off until evening. Thus, this obvious and well-intentioned effort 
did not succeed. But, by this time, Goodwin had reconsidered and was chosen 
~rand Master, with a full slate of associate Officers, elected, appointed, and 
mstalled, although there was many a new face and name in the line up. A charter 
was granted to Mt. Vernon Lodge (75) at Jewett City, with Nathan Johnson as 
Master, the last new charter to be granted within the state for nearly a quarter 
century. All other applications were indefinitely postponed. The next morning 
labor was resumed at 7 a.m. and a vote of thanks passed for Brinsmade's services. 
Putnam Lodge was permitted to move into South Woodstock, Federal Lodge (17) 
was again allowed to alternate between Plymouth and Watertown and accord
ingly, the petition rr.0~ Pl.y~outh ~as withdrawn. Several jurisdictional 'disputes 
were resolved, and Junsdlchonal lInes confirmed by Grand Lodge action. 

By 1829 the douds were lowering ominously. At the Grand Lodge session in 
Hartford, James M. Goodwin, a local jeweler, was re-elected. While some one 
answered for 62 Lodges when the roll was called, the Grand Secretary reported lin 
large and tncreasin~ ~e1inq~ency in the ret~rns from subordinate Lodges, on 
acc~unt of the prevaIlmg excitement and panIc which was now existing over the 
subject of Masonry". He suggested the propriety of "wi thhold ing from publica Hon 
the present meagre returns", and this was voted. Compass Lodge (9) of Wallingford 
was loaned $200, secured by a real estate mortgage on their hall, with the provision 
,that the Lodge was to be kept insured for double the amount of the loan. Warren 
Lodge (50) of Andover was permitted to meet part time in Hebron. 

, Goodwin was re-elected at New Haven in May, 1830, with representation down 
to.48 Lodges. Returns were again withheld from publication. The Grand Secretary 
laid befo~e the assembly several letters, communications, and printed documents, 
from va~lOus ?~~nd ~odges, relating to the interests of Masonry, and a committee 
to examl~e the f?relgn correspondence" was appointed. Originating in times of 
stress,. thiS committee for many years continued its usefulness. The report devel
oped mto ~~e supplementary extract of proceedings printed yearly with Grand 
lodg" tmrtuAI r6port. A va to olsymp4lhy WAS passed towards the Grand Lodge of 
Vermont, in which state Masonry was under severe attack, and where a determina
tion h~d been declared to remain firm to the Masonic principles "approved by 
Frank~m, taught by Warren, and which our Washington loved". A report was made 
on delinquents, but all diSciplinary action was deferred to allow the Grand Secretary 
to urge upon them the duty of compliance with Grand Lodge regulations "notwith-
standing adverse circumstances". ' 

This app~al had l~ttle effect, as when the Grand Lodge met at Hartford in May, 
1831, t~e antI-MaSOnIC storm was at its height, and while there was "a quorum of 
subordInate lodges represented" we have no roll of delegates and no returns in the 
rt?c~rd. All the elective officers declined further service except staunch old Laban 
Smith, the Grand Treasurer, and Justin Redfield, Grand Secretary. Dr. Thomas 
Hubb,nd, formerly of Pomfret but now on the faculty of the Yale Medical School, 
was electe.d ~ran? Master from the floor, and a group of the faithful installed to 
support him In hiS efforts to hold the fraternity together. Those associates were 
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Coddington Billings of New London, Russel C. Abernathy of Torrington, and 
Leonard Hendee of Andover. The Grand Chaplain who had courage enough to 
accept appointment in those trying times was Reverend Brother William A. Curtis. 
Retiring Grand Master Goodwin and his associates were voted the thanks of the 
Grand Lodge for the "dignity, ability, and impartiality with which they had 
discharged their various duties". The compliment was well deserved. At the 
Annual Session of the Grand Lodge on May 9, 1832, at New Haven, Grand Master 
Hubbard presided. The name of Eliphalet G. Storer appears in the Grand Lodge 
records this year for the first time, and as Grand Secretary pro tern left a full record 
of proc~edings. The representatives of 44 Lodges were present to hear Grand Master 
Hubbard "speak at considerable length, on the present state of the Masonic 
Institution, and on the duty of Lodges and of individual Masons, under the 
unreasonable and fanatical excitement which now exists in relation to the Order". 
For the first time the Grand Master's address was referred to a committee who were 
asked to consider, among other matters, the publishing of a public declaration on 
the Principles of Masonry. That evening a Declaration, similar to one issued in 
Massachusetts, was adopted, ordered to be printed, circulated, signed, and re
turned. The Declaration (which is printed at the end of this chapter) together with 
the names Qf about 1500 Freemasons who stood by the organization and its 
principles, and the 31 LodgeS or communities they represp.nted, may be seen 
begipning on page 450 of Storer's Reprint of Proceedings, V Qlume I. (There is some 
reason to believe that list is not complete). Action on delinquents was further 
postponed and Hubbard re-elected. , 

The tide of Masonry in Connecticut had reached its low ebb. Although the storm 
was not over, the clouds were breaking and the future of the Fraternity seemed to 
be showing some hope. But the climb back from the depths was to be slow. 

DECLARATION OF FREEMASONS 
of 

THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT. 
Adopted May 9, A.L. 5832. 

PREAMBLE. 

Whereas, charges have been made against the Institution of Freema
sonry, accusing the whole Fraternity with having adopted and cherished 
principles dangerous to the community and repugnant to morality and 
religion; and from the silence of the members of our Institution concerning 
these accusations, many persons have supposed or may suppose that we 
admit the truth of these charges, or that we cannot conscientiously deny 
them: 

We, the officers and members of the Grand Lodge of tire State of 
Connecticut, and of the subordinate Lodges under its jurisdiction, have 
come to the conclusion that justice to ourselves and a decent regard for the 
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opinions of our fellow citizens, demand from us a public avowal of the 
principles of the Order, and of the nature and tendency of the Institution. 
A declaration on this subject, dated December 31st, 1831, having been 
made and published by our brethren of the Masonic Fraternity in the State 
of Massachusetts, to which we fully assent, as it is strictly true in all 
respects, we have adopted the same, and now beg leave to present it to the 
public." 

Entertaining such sentiments, as Masons, as Citizens, as Christians, 
and as moral men, and deeply impressed with the conviction that the 
Masonic Institution has been, and may continue to be, productive of great 
good to their fellow-men; and having "received the laws of the Society, and 
its acCumulated funds, in sacred trust for charitable purposes," the under
signed can neither renounce nor abandon it. 

We most cordially unite with our brethren of Massachusetts, in the 
declaration and hope, that, "should the people of this country become so 
infatuated as to deprive Masons of their civil rights, in violation of the 
written constitutions and the wholesome spirit of just laws and free 
government, a vast majority of the Fraternity will still remain firm, confid
ing in God and the rectitude of their intentions for consolation under the 
trials to which they may be exposed." 

.. This "Declaration" was published, not only in the Masonic proceedings, 
but also in the public newspapers of the day, and was thus spread broad
cast over the State; and it evidently had a tendency to allay in a great 
measure the anti-masonic feeling which existed in this jurisdiction, and 
which was beginning to produce the unprofitable fruit of discord. 

THE DECLARATION. 

Whereas, it has been frequently asserted and published to the world, 
that in the several degrees of FREEMASONRY, as they are conferred in the 
United States, the candidate, on his initiation and subsequent advance
ment, binds himself by oath, to sustain his Masonic brethren in acts which 
areat variance with the fundamental principles of morality,and incompat
ible with his duty as a good and faithful citizen. In justice, therefore, to 
themselves, and with a view to establish truth and expose imposition, the 
undersigned, members of the Masonic Fraternity, and many of us the 
recipients of every degree of Freemasonry known and acknowledged in 
this country, do most solemnly deny the existence of any such obligation 
in the MASONIC INSTITUTION, as far as our knowledge respectfully 
extends. And we do also solemnly aver, that no person is admitted to the 
Institution, without first being made acquainted with the nature of the 
obJigations which he will be required to incur and assume. 

Freemasonry secures its members in the freedom of thought and of 
speech, and permits each and everyone to act according to the dictates of 
his own conscience in matters of religion, and of his personal preferences 
in matters of politics. It neither knows, nor does it assume to inflict upon 
its erring members, however wide may be their aberrations from duty, any 
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penalties or punishments other than Admonition, Suspension, and Expul
sion. 

The obligations of the Institution require of its members a strict 
obedience to the laws of God and man. So far from being bound by any 
engagements inconsistent with the happiness and prosperity of the nation, 
every citizen, who becomes a Mason, is doubly bound to be true to his God, 
his country, and his fellow-men. In the language of the "Ancient Constitu
tions" of the Order, which are printed and open for public inspection, and 
which are used as text-books in all our Lodges, he is "required to keep and 
obey the moral law, to be a quiet and peaceable citizen, true to his 
-government and just to his country." 

Masonry disdains the making of proselytes. She opens the portals of 
her asylum to those only who seek admission, with the recommendation 
of a character unspotted by immorality and vice. She simply requires of the 
candidate his assent to one great fundamental religious truth, - THE 
EXISTENCE AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD, and a practical acknowledg
ment of those infallible doctrines for the government of life, which are 
written by the finger of God on the heart of man. 
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Date of 
Election 

May81833 
May 14,1834 
May 13,1835 
May 11,1836 
May 10, 1837 
May 9, 1838 
May 8, 1839 
May 13, 1840 
May 12, 1841 
May 11, 1842 
May 10, 1843 
May 8, 1844 
May 14, 1845 
May 13, 1846 
May 12, 1847 
MaylO,l848 
Mav9,1849 
May 8,1850 
May 14, 1851 
Mav 12, 1852 
May 11, 1853 
May 10, 1854 
May 9, 1855 
May 14,1856 
May 13, 1857 
May 12, 1858 
May 11,1859 
Mav 9, 1860 
May 8, 1861 
May 15, 1862 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT 
1833 -1862 

Deputy Grand Grand 
Grand Master Grand Master Senior Warden Junior Warden Grand Treasurer 

Thomas Hubbard Leonard Hendee· W.H. Ellis· D. T. Brainard· Laban Smith· 
Leonard Hendee· Wm. H. Ellis· D;T. Brainard· Aner Bradle~ 
Wm. H. Ellis· D. T. Brainard· Aner Bradle~ Henry Peck· 

" " 

D. T. Brainard· Aner Bradley· Henry Peck· Horace Goodwin· 

Banj. Beeche~ 
Aner Bradley Henry Peck· Horace Goodwin· A. C. Babcock· 
Henry Peck· Horace Goodwin· A. C. Babcock· M. S. MitcheW 

B. A. Shepherd· 
Horace Goodwin· A. C. Babcock· B. A. Shepherd· W. E. Sanford· 

A. e. Babcock· B. A. Shepherd· Wm. E. Sanford· David Clark· 

B. A. Shepherd· Wm. E. Sanford· David Clark· Theo. Spence~ Horace Goodwin" 
Wm. E. Sanford· David Clark· Theo. Spencer" Wm. L. Brewer" 

" 
David Clark" Theo Spencer" Wm. L. Brewer" Geo. F. Daskam" 

" 
Theo. Spencer" Wm. L. Brewer" Geo. F. Daskam" John W. Leeds* 
Wm. L. Brewer" Ceo. F. Daskam" J.e. Blackman" H. B. Ensign" 

Ceo. F. Daskam" J. e. Blackman" H. B. Ensign· Fred P. Coe" 
J. e. Blackman" H. B. Ensign· Fred P. Coe· D. E. Bostwick· 
H. B. Ensign" Fred P. Cue· D. E. Bostwick" N. N. Barrett" Ben;. Beecher" 

Alvan P. Hyde" D. E. Bostick· N. N. BarreW Arthur B. Calef· 

J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 

Grand Secretary J 
David Kimberly" 

E. G. Storer" J 
J 
j 

J 
j 

J 
L. E. Hunt" J 
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f f Officers and delegates were present from 
At Hartford on May 8,1833about l.ty t B'llin s then Mayor of New London, 

37 Lodges. Deputy Grand Mas~~~d~m;h~nW;S re~eiected. All fines and penalties 

Presided in the absence of Dr. ~ . ar 'tted "in this consequence of the 
d li Y or orrusSlon were rerm . . . 

incurred by e nquenc h' h of the Lodges in this jUrlSdlctlOn have 
peculiar circumstances under w hlC many The printing of returns was resumed." 

. f th past two or tree years. fr 
been labonng or e . b t nl 26 initiations were reported om 
There are listed the Officers of 35 Lodg~ u 0 l had been taken against twelve 
8 of them. Reports showed that discip na1 a~~~nCommittee on Correspondence 
erring Brothers during the ye?~ just pa~sle . tl'ce Pecuniary aid to Brother George 

. d' th' requmng specla no . . 
reported fm mg no mg d 1 c d in the hands of Brother John MIX to 
Norton of Farmington .wa~ granted an . p a; still functioned in matters of welfare 
dispense. Although MIX hlffiself was agmg, e 

and relief of Brethren, . d resided in Grand Lodge at New Haven on May 
Deputy Grand Master Hen ee P H bbard who declined re-election by letter. 

14,1834, in t~eabsenceofG;a~: ~:~~~o~ge "for the able an~ faithful discharge of 
He was voted the thanks 0 t f rs" His su,-cessor was Leonard 
the .d uties of Grand Master for ~h~ P::~O):;':ne:itti~g in that village. Twenty-nine 
Hendee of Andover and Warren 0 g d eturns such as they were, since only 22 
Lodges were represented an~ 26

7 
m~ de:s working. Only routine business was 

initiates were reported by t e Ade~ h1 Lodge (63) of New Haven requested leave 
transacted. In a regular manner, P'tt d to do so Some other Lodges, however, 
to surrender its charter and was Fer~ e to their ~esponsibilities and leadership. 
followed a procedure less comp Imen a;r ce reported that several siJter Grand 
The committee on fraternal correspon efn

th
. ways" and recommended that the 

/I • the even tenor 0 elr d 
Lodges were pursu1~g . d The recommendation was approved an 
exchange of information be contmue . 125 . 

. d on for the next yeaTs; 
thi~ fraternal excha~ge~as{~;~~834) was reported at this session. Hr,..dly a year 

The death of JO. ~ .. x.. . Union Lod e at Redding in 1779 that 
had passed since h~s Initiation ~f~~er~a~ge Chapter~ or the Grand Bodies. For 
John Mix had not ftlled so~e Ice l:t ~armin ton met in a specially furnished 
more than 50 year~ ~reder~c~~:~~en ell of hi~ house, which still stands. O~ly a 
room on the secon oor 0 d' G d Lodge on the arm of an escort, aided 
year before his death he had ap~ea~e ~n ran d asked for relief. Not for himself-

by a cane, blinded by ~ata~~~i::bl~~ ::o~~;~ Pillar of strength in. the fraternity for 
but for an aged, wort y, a M" f the greatest Connechcut Freemasons, 
our first half century, John 1X 1S one 0 f d 

h Id never be allowed to a e. d 
whose memory s ou 3 1835 William H. Ellis of New Haven was chosen Gran 

At Hartford, on May 1 , , r d a second term and was accorded the 
. Master when Leonard He~~~e ::~ :;ast Master of Hiram Lodge, a lo~al Office 

customary vote of thanks. ClS II t f Customs. It was voted to acqutre a one-
holder, and, for many years, 0 ec or 0 

178 

UP FROM THE DEPTHS 

third interest in the Union School House at New Haven, where Masonic Bodies used 
Harmony Hall on the second floor. Salem Lodge (71) in the town of Salem, 
surrendered their charter, and it was voted to require delinquent Lodges to show 
cause why action should not be taken against them at the next communication. 

At New Haven on May II, 1836 Ellis was re-elected. When Grand Secretary 
David Kimberly declined re-election, Eliphalet G. Storer was elected to this post 
which he was to occupy for 25 years. It was he who preserved our early records and 
reprinted them, "almost entire", in 1860. But a fire in his printing establishment 
resulted in the loss of many original documents which present day historians would 
like very much to have, but which never got into print. Orient Lodge (62) of East 
Hartford surrendered its charter but action on several delinquents was again 
generously or hopefully postponed. Fayette Lodge appealed for some help in 
meeting their indebtedness but was refused as "inexpedient" and "a bad example". 
But a donation of $10 was made to John Hotchkiss of Woodbridge to assist him in 
his need. Thirty-six Lodges were represented and made returns, but only twelve 
initiates had been received - four from Hiram Lodge in New Hnven, seven from 
Union Lodge in DAnbury, and one in Morning Star Lodge which was then meeting 
in Oxford. 

Grand Master Ellis was continued in Office for his third term when the Grand 
Lodge met in Hartford on May 10, 1837. When the roll was called, eleven Lodges 
gave apologies and/or excuses for their short comings and were continued tenta
tively. The Grand Secretary was instructed to again circularize those remaining 

. delinquent, about twenty in total. An unusual (and irregular) situation was brought 
before the Grand Lodge by a Committee which reported that Aurora Lodge had 
suspended labor and distributed their funds. Asylum Lodge of Stonington was 
granted a new charter to replace one lost by fire. Hiram Lodge of New Ha ven, which 
had added 22 new members in the preceding year, proposed a general observance 
of the approaching St. John's Day in June. The Grand Lodge however, deemed it 
"inexpedient to make an order relating to the subject". The Committee on Corre
spondence was instructed to arrange for exchange of Proceedings on A recipro(."oJ 
basj~ with other Otand Lodge8. Finnlly a eommittee was raised to visit the several 
Lodges which were neglecting representation and returns, and, in hopeless stateli
ness, to close the Lodge conclusively. 

Past Grand Master Hubbard presided over the Grand Lodge Session held at 
New Haven on May 9, 1838. Grand Master Ellis was out of state and by letter 
declined continuance in office. He was accorded the now customary vote of thanks. 
Dyer T. Brainard of New London was elected Grand Master. The committee on 
visitations reported little success in clearing up matters where resumption of labor 
was not feasible. Accordingly the charters of 12 Lodges were declared forfeited, 
while Compass Lodge (9) of Wallingford, and Temple Lodge (65) of Saugatuck 
surrendered theirs. A vote was passed forbidding Masonic intercourse with a 
schismatic St. John's Grand Lodge in New York City, or any of its Lodges. Henry C. 
Atwood, formerly a Connecticut Mason was one of the agitators. 

Barely a month later the Grand Lodge assembled to pay their last respects to the 
deceased Past Grand Master Thomas Hubbard 0774-1838}. Hubbard was oneofthe 
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stalwarts of Connecticut Masonry at a time when it took courage to stand up and be 
counted. A country doctor in Pomfret and vicinity for 34 years, he applied himself 
to study and consultation to keep up with his profession . In this period, as well as 
in faithful service to his fellowmen, he earned the respect of all who knew him and 
was known as a diligent and beloved citizen of his community. He was head of the 
State Medical Society in 1822 and professor of surgery at the Yale Medical School 
from 1829 until his death. As such, anti-Masonic assailants found him pregnable. 
Probably made in Moriah Lodge, he was charter junior Warden of Putnam Lodge, 
Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons in 1826-27, and an Officer in Washington 

Commandery, Knights Templar. 

GRAND SECRETARY 
1836-1861 

II 

Grand Master Brainard presided at a quiet session in Hartford on May 8, 1839. 
a nd was re-elected. Day Spring Lodge (30) of Hamden surrendered its charter and 
the jurisdiction of Hiram Lodge was accordingly extended. The charter of onr 
Lod ge was revoked, but the other delinquents were given another chance to toe the 
line. A proposal to appoint a Grand Lecturer and a Grand Visiting committee \,;" 
rejected, perhaps because there was not enough business to warrant such at thi~ 
time. The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence reported the Exchange of 
Proceedings w ith 19 sister jurisdictions, and "from their tenor, the committee took 
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much pleasure in being enabled to congratulate the fraternity on the bright aspects 
of Freemasonry throughout the nation, gratified to find that the institution gener
ally sustains its character for firmness, truth and brother love. Although malice hn s 
persecuted us, and envy traduced our good name, truth has prevailed and the 
award of public justice is in our favor". In Connecticut, the houseclea ning had not 
been completed. This year appears the first mention of the later 'Scottish Rite', when 
a letter was received from New York concerning recognition of the French and 
Scottish Rites, and proposing establishment of resident representatives. This was 
referred to the first four Grand Lodge Officers for such ac tion as they found proper. 
A troublesome matter for the Grand Secretary was the recovery of many o f the 
annulled Lodge charters, not all accounted for to this day. 

At New Haven on May 13, 1840, Grand Master Brainard was re-elected . Now 
the presence of Past Grand Officers was noted. A proposal for a general observa nce 
51. John' s Day was renewed but again not authorized. Similar differences of view 
had caused serious difficulties in New York just a year or two earlier. Meridian Su n 
Lodge (32) of Warren and 51. Alban' s Lodge (38) of Guilford surrendered their 
charters, seven others were revoked, and another yea r allowed for a few holdouts. 
Because of the loss of Lodges, certa in adjustments in jurisdictional lines were made 
to expand the territory of working Lodges. The Committee on Correspondence 
reported a proposal by the Grand Lodge of Alabama, tha t a con ference of represen
tatives of all Grand Lodges meet at Washington in 1842 to consider the matter of 
uniformity of the ritual and for general coordination of matters of interest nnd 

. security of the Crafl. The first four Grand Lodge Officers were encollraged on 
invitation to visit the subordinate Lodges for instruction, counsel, and assistnnce, in 
matters of business, a good proposition to consider today. A request came in from 
King Solomon's Lodge for some assistance in meeting the mortgage on their new 
Lodge hall. After much discussion, this was indefinitely postponed . 

Grand Master Brainard was chosen a t Hartford on May 12, 1841, for a fourth 
term and Benjamin Beecher elected treasurer in place of Laban Smith, a stalwart, 

. who had died in Office after 18 years service. His loss was memorialized by 
appropriate resolutions. Harmony Lodge (42) was seated at Waterbury. Morning 
Sta r Lodge (28) of East Windsor, 51. Mark's (36) of Simsbu ry, a nd jerusa lem Lodge' 
(49) of Ridgefield had thei r charters restored or revived. But four other char ters were 
revoked and an ultimatum was issued to a nother four Lodges to comply wi th 
regulations or lose their Charters. The jurisdiction of 51. james Lodge of Preston was 
enlarged to include Norwich, with meetings to be held at either place at option of 
the members and Eastern Star Lodge was given the town of Franklin. A letter of 
invitation from Brethren in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, to attend a celebration of 
the Festival of 51. John the Baptist, sparked a resolution by the Grand Marshal tha t 
the Grand Lodge lIndertake a genera l celebration, but it apparently was still not the 
time bemuse it was aga in found inexpedient. The first four Gra nd Lodge Officers 
were now authorized to visit in any Lodge and inspect the regularity of conduct of 
business, adherence to the rules, regulations, By-Laws, and constitution, and 
instruct in the ritual. Not a bad assignment for any period! 

The appointment of a delegate to a General Masonic Convention in Washing-
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ton, D.C.,during March 8, 1842, was referred to the first four Officers for appropriate 

action. . h h · t th 
Aner Bradley of Watertown, Deputy Grand Master, was In t ee air a e 

Annual Communication on May 11, 1842, at New Haven, and was elected Grand 
Master. Retiring Grand Master Brainard had excused hlmse~f becau~e of absence 
from the sta te, declining re-election by letter, and expressmg gralltude for the 
honors extended by the fraternity over the years. The usual vote o f appreClatton was 
passed and had been well earned . Some years later, a new Lodge m New London 
took his name. Past Grand Master Ellis was called upon to conduct the mstallallon 
which. he did "agreeable to the Ancients Constitutions and the usages .of the 
Fraternity". Congressman William W. Boardman reported on the Washmgton 
convention. Thecharter of Friendship Lodge of South mgt on was restored, but three 
others revoked. Grand Junior Warden Goodwin reported he had vIsIted Apollo 
Lodge in Suffield and assisted them in resumption of labor in an orderly manner. 
The Committee on Correspondence had discovered that "nearly all Grand Lodges 
demanded a small annual fee from each individual member" and suggested such 
action in Conncf;tic;ut. A motion to adopt nnnunl dUPA nnd to PAY mileago to Cr;\nd 
Lod ge delegates was tabled. The dues system was adopted 30 years la ter but 
payment of· mileage was never voted . Surrender of charters, books, papers, Je:"els, 
funds, and furniture of defun·ct Lodges was not being satisf •. ctorily accompltshed 
and some means was sought to improve the situation. The Grand Lodge tabled a 
proposition t~ send a'delegate to the Grand Lecturer's Conventio~ at Baltimore in 
May, 1843, and also tabled a proposal to impose an annual per cap,lta assessment of 
12-1 / 2 cents. It was voted to require the By-Laws of subordmate Lodges be 
submitted to the Gra nd Lodge for scrutiny. The proposals from New York to 
interchange Grand' Representatives was left to the discretion of the first four officers. 
Another propos"l to appoint a Gra nd Lecturer was rejected. .' 

A special communicat ion of the Grand Lodge was held at the MaSOniC Hall 10 

New Haven on April 19, 1843, to take from the table the vote of May 11 , 1842, 
concerning appointment of a Grand Lecturer and representative to tr.e 'Baiti.mo:e 
Convention'. Future Grand Master Sanford seems to have promoted n n.!90iuhon 10 

favor of the proposition but it was defeated by a vote of 4 yeas and 5 ltdYS. 

The Annual Communication on May 10, 1843 at Hartford heard a written report 
from the absent Grand Master Bradley in which he declined re-election. Deputy 
Grand Master Henry Peck of New Haven presided and was advanced, the instal
lation being cond ucted by Past Grand Master Ellis. The agenda was well prepared, 
committee reports more full than usual, and the minutes recorded at greater length. 
The Committee on Foreign Correspondence reported an apparent tendency to
wards a "d isposition to regulate and govern too much" . Their opinion was that "a 
few plain, general, common-sense, regulations" for the government of Grand 
Lodges were all that were needed, "leaving some powers and rights to the subor
dinate Lodges" . That was an anathema to the "Tilers's Room Lawyers" w ho laid 
down the 'laws' under which we in Connecticut continue to suffer today. The first 
Grand Representatives to be appOinted were William H. Jones, recognized as the 
representative of the Grand Lodge of New York to Connecticut. He appeared "in the 
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rich costume of his constituents". William H. Ellis likew ise was introduced "clad in 
the regalia" of a representative from South Ca rolina. Both made appropriate 
remarks. Brother Ellis referring to the French and Scottish Rites, he being a member 
of the latter. Apparently dazzled by the ornamenta tion of the two representa tives, 
it was voted that collars and jewels be purchased for the ir opposite numbers. The 
charter of Federal Lodge (17), of Watertown, to w hich the retiring and absen t Granu 
Master belonged, was surrendered, but the charters of Rising Sun Lodge (27) of 
Washington and Widow's Son Lodge (66) of Branford were restored . 

The Grand Secretary was directed to prepare a list of the pennanent members 
oftheGrand Lodge. JointSt.John's Day assemblies were now au thori zed for Lodges 
wishing to hold combined services, perhaps for some assurance of a respectable 
turnout. l"ravelmg certifica tes being required in some Gra nd jurisd ictions, the 
Grand Secretary was authorized to provide same o n request. Penalties against 
Lodges were voted for non-attendance at Grand Lodge by Lodge Officers or 
properly qualified and certified proxies. As Lodges were added or removed fro m 
the roll, boundaries between Lodges were to be adjusted to establish jurisdictional 
lincfO. AR nn inducgment to LodSC'9 wishing to resut'n", work, i\ fec (jf $10 wu~ 
established for a provisional dispensation. 

At New Haven in May,. 1844, Grand Master Peck was re-elected. The Grand 
Masters' address was for the first time ordered printed in full in the proceed ings. He 
had emphas ized the necessity of enforcing temperance in drinking among the 
members o f the fraternity, and declared that instances w here Lodge funds were 
distributed, constituted nothing more or less than embezzlement. The ju risdiction 
of Lodges then at work was declared to extend ha lf way between the usual meeting 
places unless mutual agreements of Grand Lodge regu la tio n decid ed o therwise. 
One charter was revoked but action in severa l other ins tances postponed. There 
seemed to be more indifference to representat io n and reports than was expected 
under the 'revival' of interest manifested around the s tate. Drastic action wa s 
decided upon to recover funds rightfully belonging to the Grand Lodge, which had 
been dis tributed among the members when Federal Lodgeand Au rora Lodge broke 
up. Both Lodges had Past Grand Officers among their membership! A committee of 
seven was appointed to complete arrangements to accommodate the GenerClI 
Grand Chapter and the Grand Encampment which were to meet in New Haven, and 
those bodies were welcomed at a special Grand Lodge communicatio n September 
11 , dinner being served to a gathering of 200 men. Among them were visi tors from 
ten neighboring Grand Lodges. No Connecticut city could accommodate such a 
gathering today, as the Trie nnial records show. 

At a quiet session in Hartford in May, 1845, Henry Peck was given a third term, 
the las t such instance in ou r history. In his address to the Grand Lodge he was severe 
in denunciation of those Masons who had participated in an irregulnr distribution 
of funds when the Lodge was dissolved, terming it nothing less than embezzlemen t. 
It was later vo ted that the Constitution and By-Laws were to be printed with the 
Proceed ings so that no one could plead ignorance o f procedure. The Grand 
Treasurer's report, approved by audit, showed a cash baJance of $898.89. The 
Committee o n Fraternal Regulations had found that natio nw ide the fraternity was 
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aking "progress onward" but Connecticut still lagged. Three charters were 
:voked, leaving less than forty on the Grand Lodge roll, of which 28 made returns, 
although only 26 were represented at the Grand Lodge. Only seven had done any 
work at all and only 50 Masons had been made in the whole state: A so~called 
beneficiary system adopted by Hiram Lodge was reported, ordered mvt!stIgated, 
approved, and recommended for general adoption. The charter of Somerset Lodge 
(34) of Norwich was restored. 

At the annual session in Hartford on May 13, 1846, Gr~nd .Ma~te~ P~k r~ported 
he had refrained from sending a delegation to the convention In Vrrglnta which was 
to consider a General Grand Lodge, but recommended uniting. with ~uch a ?eneral 
body if it was organized. It was noted that leniency in dealing wIth delmquent 
Lodges had generated a degree of carelessness, "knowingly and wittingl~" adopted 
in certain instances, and such actions must be corrected. The Proceed~gs of the 
Grand Lodge were to be read in every Lodge after receipt and every candIdate was 
to receive a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws. The Grand Secretary was 
instructed to compile a list of Grand Lodge regulatory enactments, The ~~arters of 
thrdS LadsoQ werd fbvak"d, And the Orand g"fftjEary ~a8 dll'oetsd la pr~vido 
adequate storage space for the charters and effects which had been sent m. A 
tabulation of returns from Lodges was proposed but not done until some years later. 
The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence reported the ~rch of.~reemasonry 
westward and discussed the relative value of the traveling certificate vers~s 
requirement ~f the ancient tests. A prop~sal to ~end a delegation to Europe to obtam 
"Masonic information" did not meet WIth theIr favor. . 

Because of the illness at home of Grand Master Horace C. Goodwm, Deputy 
Grand Master Bal?cock presided at Hartford May 12, 1847. The abstract of.Grand 
Lodge regulations adopted from time to time, was han~ed. to the Conuruttee to 
review, screen and incorporate in the revision of the Constitution an~ By-Laws ~hen 
in process. The Committee on Correspondence had, from procee~m~~ of 2~ sIster 
Grand Lodges, learned that lithe wild storm ~f fanati~~m a~d ~~eJudice whIch f~.r 
a time swept the entire country had spent Its fo~ce . WhIle calm succeeded . 
reeovery in Conneetleut wAs fAr from complete. T~rec! ehart&ra. wt!, ~ lifted ~nd 
warnings given two other Lodges. The list of ConnectIcut Ma~ns In g0ud sta~dmg 
had not been kept up for years and the Grand Secretary was dIrected to compde an 
up-to-date listing. The Grand Lodge was invited to Norwalk for the observance of 
St. John's Day in June by St. John',s Lodge, a custo~ seemingly kept up for a number 
of years, apparently by tacit agreement on rotation of the host Lodg~. . 

A step towards uniformity of the work was undertaken at a SpeCIal Communi
cation at Middletown on September 12,1847. Only eight Lodges were represented 
with less than forty brethren in attendance. The work of the several degrees was 
exemplified by a team from St. John's Lodge of Hartford, approved after a few 
modifications and recommended for adoption by all Lodges. Probably the nucleus 
of our 'standard work'. ' 

The Grand Lodge met at the New Haven Temple on May 19, 1~8. ~he Gr~nd 
Master reported a peaceful year but noted a rebellion had erupted m neighbonng 
New York City ending with the formation of a schismatic Grand Lodge. The status 
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of several Lodges engendered a long discussion with the following results: North
ern Star Lodge was authorized to move from Barkhamsted Hollow to New Hart
ford,.and Putna~ ~odge permitted to meet in Killingly, Harmony Lodge (20) was 
reactIvated condItIonally; St. James Lodge of Preston voluntarily dissolved and 
dutifully turned in charter, assets, and effects; and four other Lodges were warned 
to measure up or be disciplined. The Grand Secretary's report indicated that it cost 
$202.98 to operate the Grand Lodge Office, but $30 of the small balance was voted 
for relief of a former member of the Grand Lodge. The matter of paying mileage for 
delegates to Grand Lodge was left to the Lodges sending them, but a full represen
tation was expected. The doings of the Baltimore Convention were approved 
subject to certain modification and final agreement by a majority of Grand Lodgl>s. 

A Special Communication was held at New Haven January 10, 1849, to receive 
the. peti~ion of s,everal Brethren, mostly from Hiram Lodge, about to go to the 
CalifornIa gold fIelds. They were granted a charter as Connecticut Lodge (76) with 
Past Master Caleb Fenner as Charter Master. While this was the first charter issued 
to a new Lodge in more than 20 years; it was for one to be held 30CO mileR diRtnnt. 
It t;.,cftme Tehama LodS" (3) when the Grand Lodge of California was organized. 

On May 9, 1849atGrand Lodge in Hartford,greatadvancementhad been made, 
at least on paper, as 50 pages were needed for the Proceedings compared to a single 
page in 1832. A review of the Constitution and By-Laws revealed some obsolete 
provisions, others inoperative. Yet the new version had no provisions for amend
ments, repeal or alteration; for special communications. Action was tabled. Final 

' action on the matter of a General Grand Lodge had failed to gain enough support 
to keep the proposal alive. But it was not really a dead issue. Delinquents and 
laggards in making annual returns were stilI giving concern and three charters were 
caIled in for nonconformity. Albert G. Mackey had sent in a copy of his first book. 
A representa tive of the Masonic Orphans Asyl urn in Kentucky a ttended this session 
and was presented a donation of $50. It was recommended that the Lodges in tIll' 
state give him such assistance as their situation would allow. The Committee on 
Correspondence reported that the Grand Master of Indiana had bee" suspended 
because he was expelled from a Royal Arch Chapter! In Connecticut the Grand 
Chap~er and Grand Lodge were considered entirely unrelated by the Committee at 
that hme. There were questions raised concerning a tax on non-affiliates; on 
initiation of ~ pa~tially blind man; on Masonic institutions for education of orphans; 
and care of indIgent adults such as were appearing in the West and South. No 
precise figures were available for comparative study of trends nationwide. A 
congratulatory resolution was adopted complementing old Hiram Lodge in New 
Haven as haVing attained the age of 100 years. 

On December 24th, 1849, quite possibly when the Grand Lodge Officers were 
attending St. John's Day service with St. John's Lodge, there was a special meeting 
at Norwalk. The confusion caused by a schismatic Grand Lodge in New York City 
had spilled over into Connecticut and brought with it Henry Atwood, one of th~ 
agitators. Support for the regular Grand Lodge was reaffirmed and it was decreed 
that no New York Mason would be permitted to visit in Connecticut unless he 
presented an authenticated certificate from that Grand Lodge. The cornerstone of 
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the aciform Washington Monument Society solicited contributions to continue 
construction. They also invited the Masons, Odd Fellows and Sons of Temperance 
to send in ashlars of a standard size to ornament the interior of the shaft. The Grand 
Lodge pledged the payment of $25 per year for four years. Support of the principle 
of a General Grand Lodge was continued but no delegate was to be sent down until 
certain differences among the prime movers were reconciled. A petition was 
received from Adelphi Lodge in Fair Haven, (who had surrendered their Charter in 
1834) now asking for reinstatement. This was read, discussed, and the request for 
approval for resumption of labor was granted by vote of the Grand Lodge. 

r---') 

There were eleven Grand Representatives and Past Grand Masters among those 
present at the annual meeting in New Haven May 8, 1850. The proceedings, which 
filled 46 pages, showed much talk but little business done. Among items noted were 
the following; six Lodges had made no returns or were late in submitting them; and 
warnings were issued to another two holdouts; two hundred and thirty five 
applicants had been made Masons during the year; Lodges were requested to 
include time and place of meetings in their next report; the word 'adjourn' was·to 
be sttlc::ken from the ny-Laws of ~ubordinAte Lodges as not appliCAble to thom. A 
complimentary copy of Dove's 'Virginia Text Book' was received, the monitorial 
text being much like that used in Connecticut. A circular from J.J.J. Gourgas et aI, 
entitled "OROO ab CHAO" claiming jurisdiction over Connecticut, was spumed, 
as the Grand Lodge of Connecticut claimed, possessed, and would defend their 
exclusive Masonic jurisdiction within the state. No other would be tolerated. There 
were possibly eight 'Scottish Rite Masons' in the state at that time. 

At the annual communication of May 14, 1851 Grand Master Benoni Shepherd 
found "the principles of Freemasonry as well understood and so rigidly practiced 
that frequent interference on the part of Grand Lodge Officers had not been 
necessary". St. John's Lodge in Bridgeport "with laudable public spirit" had 
originated a proposal for "erection of a suitable monument to our late Brother 
General David Wooster". For this effort, the Grand Lodge appropriated $100. 
Meanwhile, Union Lodge of Danbury petitioned the Grand Lodge to cooperate in 
a move to ered the Wooster Monument tn~t'" it \)oin8 thD pltu:o of hili, deAth and 
burial. The Grand Lodge Officers undertook the solicitation of funds aud issued a 
circular detailing the plans, of which no copy seems to have survived. Other items 
of business included: a statement from Frederick Lodge explaining where their 
funds might have gone and requesting assistance in their recovery; Morning Star 
Lodge was revived and relocated in Seymour; Widow's Son Lodge of North 
Stonington had dutifully sent in their charter and effects - and notes of money due 
from several members; the charters of Moriah Lodge, then of Canterbury, Hiram 
Lodge of Newtown, and Apollo Lodge of Suffield were revoked; the charter of 
Warren Lodge of Middle Haddam was revived and the Lodge moved to Portland; 
the Brethren in Berlin were chartered as number 80. It was announced that the 
differences between dissident groups in New York City had been resolved; recog
nition was extended to the new Grand Lodge of California. A Past Master of Hart's 
Lodge in Woodbridge had been seriously injured when "thrown from a carriage on 
election day" and was granted $50 for assistance. Grand Lodge Officers had 
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invitations from Stamford and Willimantic to attend the observance of St. John'~ 
Day in June. 

Grand Master Sanford presided at Grand Lodge in New Haven May 12, lR52. 
He and the Deputy reported the revival of Adelphi Lodge in East Haven and their 
attendance at eleven Lodges to observe the work being done. The Grand Master 
stated this was of special interest to him and he would have visited more Lodges 
except he was in Europe for an extended visit. Much remained to "insure a uniform 
mode of work": A system of District Deputies; quarterly Grand Lodges of Instruc
tion; specification of an official monitor or chart; even appointment of a Grand 
Lecturer. The Grand Lodge ordered that hereafter the Grand Master and Deputy 
would subinit a report of official doings. The proposal for establishing a Grand 
Lodge Library under the charge of the Grand Secretary and to furnish money to ad d 
books was tabled. A resolution to observe the Centennial of the Initiation of George 
Washington was adopted with a program which would be "a means of promoting 
the highest interest of the Craft" . The delegates were saddened at the announcemen 1 
just before the call to refreshment "that the collation provided by the Stewards was 
to be d18peneed with". Having learned of the crowded situation in the California 
gold fields, where emergency hospitalization was frequently needed, and that 
requests upon the Grand Lodge of California for relief had exhausted their re
sources, the Grand Lodge appropriated $50, and exhorted the Connecticut Lodges 
to contribute further as they were able. Grand Lodge business had been conducted 
at a cost of $311.53, leaving a balance of $1110.30 in the Treasury. It was voted to 

. spend $100 towards the cost of "suitable regalia for the Grand Officers". It was 
ordered that hereafter the Report of the Committee on Fraternal Correspondence 
would be printed and distributed to delegates before Grand Lodge. Their 50 page 
report and 16 recommenda tions for action, reveal where the ideas came from at t ha t 
time. Included were the appointment of a Committee of Three, really Custod ia ns of 
the Work; a declaration that physical deformity or dismembennent did not alOlll' 
disqualify an applicant if he could be properly instructed; advancement without 
demonstrated proficiency in preceding degrees was disapproved; c:omplete control 
ov"r the PAst Masters' degree versu81t8 indusion In the Chapter series; declaring 
that no Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite had authority to charter a symbolic 
Lodge; forbidding intercourse with Lodges chartered by invading European powers 
usurping the right to do so; approving the observance of the Centennial of 
Washington's Initiation; and recommending the publication of a sufficient number 
of Grand Lodge Proceedings "to furnish a copy for each member of every subordi
nate Lodge"! The Grand Secretary had a print shop! 

The rally of an estimated 1500 Masons on November 4 for the Centennial of 
Washingtons Initiation certainly afforded some awareness to the populace. An 
elaborate procession under Marshal of the Day Nathan W. Watennan, followed an 
escort of mounted Knights Templar to "exercises" in the Universalist Church, 
which was filled to overflowing. The story of which is best told by inclusion of the 
record and program which follows. 
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CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 
of 

GEORGE WASHINGTON'S INITIATION, 
Nov. 4, A.L. 5852 

Agreeable to a resolution adopted at the last annual ~ommunica~n, 
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of Connecticut conven at 
Masonic Hall in the city of Hartford, on Wednesday, 4th day ~f November, 
1852, for the purpose of celebrating the On~ Hut~~i~~W~;:::~G~6~ 
Initiation of our beloved brother the Illustrious . d Offi 
.into the Mysteries of Free Masonry. The followmg Gran cers were 
present: 

M W WILLIAM E. SANFORD, Grand Master. 
R 'w . DAVID CLARK, Deputy Grand Master. 

. . THEODORE SPENCER, Senior Grand Warden. 
WILLIAM L. BREWER, Junior Grand Warden. 
HORACE GOODWIN, 2d, Grand Treasurer. 
ELIPHALET G. STORER, Grand Secretary. 
THOMAS H. SEYMOUR, Senior Grand Deacon. 
GEORGE F. DASKAM, Junior Grand Deacon. 
NATHAN M. WATERMAN, Grand Marshal, p.t. 
CHARLES H. OLMSTED, Grand Sentine~. 
Rev. JUNIUS M. WILLEY, Grand Chaplam. .. 
NOAH H. BYINGTON, Grand Steward. 
R. AUCUSTUS ERVING, Grand Steward. 
ELIZUR SKINNER, Grand Tyler. 

M.W. WILLIAM H. ELLIS, P.G.M., Representative of the Grand 

Lodge of South Carolina. d Lod f 
R.W.JAMES WARD, P.D.G.M., RepresentativeoftheGran geo 

Georr~~r e number of brethren were also present, from almost every 
Lod e C;a ter, Council and Encampment in the State, ~nd ma~y fro.n 
adja~e~t Stales, a correct list of whose names it was found Impracticable (0 

obtai~t half past 9, A.M., preparatory to forming into line, t~e sev;r;tl 
bodies of Masons assembled at their places of rendezvous, VIZ: - b .. 1e 
G d Lod e and subordinate Lodges, at Masonic Hall; Grand and su "rdr:;te Cha~ters and Councils, at the South Baptist Church; Grand and 
subordinate Encampments, at Wadsworth's Hal~.. . 

After opening the Grand Lodge, and dehvermg a bnef address, 
a ro riate to the occasion, the M. W. Grand Master appomted Bro. 
J!tha~ M Waterman, of Hartford, Grand Marshal for the day, an~ Bro. 
James Galiagher, of New Haven, and Elihu Geer, of Hartford, ASSIstant 

Marshals. . ed M' t t At half past 100' dock, a Grand ProcessIon was form on am s ree , 
in the following order: 

Grand Marshal. 
Hartford Brass Band. 

Knights Templar, on horseback, as Escort. 
First Assistant Marshal. 

Two Stewards. 
Subordinate Lodges, in order of Seniority. 

Second Assistant Marshal. 
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Carriages, with the aged and infirm Brethren. 
Chapters of Royal Arch Masons. 

Councils of Royal and Select Masters. 
Grand Tyler. 

Past Grand Officers. 
Holy Bible, borne by a Brother. 

Officiating Clergy. 
Grand Orator. 

Officers and Members of the Grand Lodge. 
Grand Sentinel. 

.The procession (consisting of about fifteen hundred members of the 
fraternity) proceeded through Main and State streets, to the First Univer
salist Church, where the exercises were held. 

They then retired to the City Hall where a banquet was served. The 
lines were then formed again and the group returned to the Masonic Hall 
where the Grand Lodge was closed. 

E.G. STORER, Grand Secretary. 

On March 22, 1853 Grand Master Sanford called a Special Communication in 
the ''beautiful hall" of St. John'S Lodge in Bridgeport. A half dozen Past Grand 
Officers were present along with representatives of 24 Lodges, largely from the 
western part of the state. The Committee appointed to "perfect the work and 
lectures", a high ranking composite team from all eight counties, demonstrated the 
approved form of opening and dosing the Lodge; processing of applications and the 
manner of balloting; and the ritual of all three degrees. All the work was approved 
and adopted as the standard for uniformity, and recommended to all the Lodges. 

The Grand Master being out of state, recuperating from a lingering illness, 
Deputy Grand Master David Clark presided at the annual session in Hartford on 
May 11, 1853 and was elected Grand Master. David Clark was one who got things 
done. One who, by his own exertions had become a great man in Hartford business 
circles and highly esteemed about the state. In his address he stressed the matter of 
financing the Wooster Monument. The city of Danbury had appropriated $500, state 
Lodges had contributed more that $1000 to date, and the state was providing $1500. 
A business associate, James G. Batterson, was to fabricate the memorial from 
Connecticut brownstone. He further remarked upon the "marked impression ... 
upon the minds of participants in ... and the many citizens" in attendance at the 
Washington Centennial observance. It was felt that a large delegation at the 
dedication of the Wooster Monument in the western part of the state at Danbury 
would be as effective as the Washington Centennial demonstration in Hartford 
which had attracted many of the leading citizens to join the fraternity. 

In his visits about the state he had noticed and registered his disapproval of 
"levity and inattention" during degree work. He deplored the introduction of more 
th,m on~ candidate at a time; and suggested that more careful consideration of 
appJicants was advisable. He warned against "traveling mendicants" and stated 
that Lodges were being imposed upon if they gave any relief money in addition to 
lodging and/or meals. During the business of the session, petitioners for a third 
Lodge in New Haven and for one in West Meriden were given pennission to 
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withdraw their petitions. Village Lodge was revived and relocated in Collinsville; 
Warren (50) was allowed to move from Andover to South Coventry; Franklin Lodge 
in Bristol was permitted to resume work; St. Andrew's Lodge in Winsted was 
granted a new charter to replace one lost by fire; and the charter of rising Sun was 
revoked. Looking ahead a few months, $35 was appropriated to buy "suitable 
vessels for dedicatory purposes". It was reported that contributions to the Relief 
Fund of the Grand Lodge of California (started at the 1852 communication) now 
totaled over $100. 

The persistence of David Clark, now Grand Master, culminated in dedication 
of the Wooster Monument in Danbury April 27, 1854. Official visitors included the 
Governor of the state, prominent Masons from New York, Rhode Island and Ohio. 
There were delegates registered for more than half the Lodges in the state. The town 
was thronged with more than 30,000 people. The occasion was important enough 
to be noted by a poem from the State Poet Laureate of that time, Lydia Sigourney. 
The procession from the Lodge Room to the monument was impressive. The cap
stone was lowered into place as the assembled "multitude" turned their faces 
upward. The following church service filled the edifice to overflowing. The day 
ended with a "sumptuous banquet" and lengthy speaking program. The records of 
that first 'Wooster Day', which follow, tell the whole story except for mention of the 
terrific downpour of rain and' disastrous flood which caused great damage and 
some loss of Ufe on th~ night following the gala day. 

SPECIAL GRAND LODGE 
For Completing 

THE WOOSTER MONUMENT. 

At a special communication of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, held in the Hall of Union Lodge, )\10. 

40, Danbury, April 26, A.L. 5854, 

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT: 
M.W. DAVID CLARK, Grand Master. 
R W. THEODORE SPENCER, Deputy Grand Master. 
RW. WILLIAM L. BREWER, Senior Grand Warden. 
RW. GEORGE F. DASKAM, junior Grand Warden. 
RW. HORACE GOODWIN, Grand Treasurer. 
RW. ELIPHALETG. STORER, Grand Secretary. 

W. JOHN W. LEEDS, Senior Grand Deacon. 
W. HOWARD B. ENSIGN, junior Grand Deacon. 
W. LLOYD E. BALDWIN, Grand Marshal, p.t. 
W. NOAH H. BYINGTON, Grand Sentinel. 

. Rev. Br. JUNIUS M. WILLEY, Grand Chaplain. 
W. HARMON TERRY, Grand Steward, p.t. 
Sr. ASA SMITH, Assistant Grand Steward. 
W. EBENEZER ALLEN, Grand Tyler. 
Br. ISAAC TUTTLE, Assistant Grand Tyler. 
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~~ND REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT' 
Wilham H. Ellis Pa t G d M . 
of the Grand Lodge sof Soraunth C astel.r, and Representa ti ve 

. aro Ina. 
BenOni A. Shepherd, Past Grand Master and 
Representative of the Grand Lodge of N~w Y k 
James Ward: Past Deputy Grand Master and or . 
Representative of the Grand Lodge of Georgia. 

PAST GRAND OffiCERS PRESENT' 
DANIEL B. BRINSMADE, Past Grand M~ster 
ANER BRADLEY, Past Grand Master . 
A VERY C. BABCOCK, Past Grand M~ster 
WILLIAM E. SANFORD, Past Grand Master 

~~~~~C~~~~~f~stpSenior ~rand Warden. 
, ast JUnior Grand Warden. 

VISITING GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT' 

~~~~ o~: ~~%~RTH, Grand Maste~ of the Grand 

Wk~~:e~ IAELD, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Grand: and, and Gen. G. Standard Bearer of the General 

EZ ncampment of the United States. 

LRAd S. BA
f 

RNN UM, Past Senior Grand Warden of the Grand 
o ge 0 ew York and G G C . 

General Grand E' en.. aptaln General of the 
A ncampment of the U States ] :tee; ~r~~STIN, Grand Secretary of the Gra'nd Lodge of 

Wk~~~~f~~:KER,GrandSecretarYOftheGrand Lodge of 

S~~~;,~;~URCH,Grand Treasurer of theGrand Lodge of 

R~e~~:t~~,~~c;,~rf.rand Recorder of the Grand Encamp

CORNELIUS MOORE Ed' 
cinnati Oh' ' Itor of the Masonic Review, Cin-

, 10. 

PLAIT BENEDICT, of Norwalk, Ohio. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE 
with prayer by the Rev. Grand Chaplain. FORM, at 4 o'clock, P.M., 

The M. W. Grand Master annou ed' b' 
Grand Lodge was called together at t~~ r' In a f nef verbal address, that the 
and assisting in the interesting cere IS Imt or the purpose of witnessing 
to the memo of our di' . monyo completmgtheMONUMENT 
WOOSTER, th~ first Maste~t~~~~ls~.ed Brother Major G.eneral DAVID 
who lost his life in defending his e Ir~t Lod~e chartered m Connecticut, 
of the American Revolution and c~~~ ~y aDgambst her enemies, in the War 
1777. ,Ie m an ury, on the 27th of April, 

A committee on credentials was a oint d b 
who reported the subordinate Lodge Pf hey the M.W.G. Master, 

On motion the r s w IC were represented. 
The Grand'Lod :fort was accepted and the committee discharged 

o'clock ThurSday m~rn;;;;~ called from labor to refreshment until eight 
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UNION LODGE ROOM, DANBURY, 
THURSDAY, APRIL 27. 

The Grand Lodge convened at eight o'clock, A.M., and was called 
from refreshment to labor: - Present: the M.W. Grand M.aster, ?nd other 
Grand Officers and Representatives, as reported last evenmg, With a ~reat 
increase of visiting brethren from abroad, and members of the subordmate 
Lodges in this jurisdiction, who~ names, on a~count of the crowded state 
of the Hall, it was found impracticable to obtaIn. 

The M.W. Grand Master then invited the officers and members of the 
Grand Lodge, visiting brethren fromot~e~G~and Lod~es,and all.members 

. of the Masonic Fraternity present, to 10m In a pubbc processIOn, to be 
formed under the direction of the Grand Marshal, agreeable to the follow-

ing. 

PROGRAMME. 

Grand Marshal, W. Br. Gen. Lloyd E. Baldwin. 
Two G. Tylers, W. Br. Ebenezer Allen and Br. Isaac Tuttle, 

with drawn swords. 
Two Stewards, Sr. James c. Cook and Sr. S.W. Kellogg, 

with white rods. 
Officers and Members of Subordinate Lodges in this State. 

Officers and Members of Lodges from other States. 
Officers and Members of Royal Arch Chaptelr. 

. . Councils of Royal and Select Masters. . 
Officers and Members of Grand and Subordinate Encampments. 

Two Stewards, Sr. W.H. Burchard and B~. R. Weston, 
with white rods. 

Past Master, Sr. Isaac Quintard, bearing Golden Pitcher with Com. 
Three Past Masters, Br. RW. Fowler, Br. Wm. H. Higby, and Br. A. 

Caswell, bearing Square, Level and Plumb. 
Two Past Masters, W. Sr. N. Dikeman, Jr. and W. Br. A. Hamilton, 

bearing Silver Pitchers of Wine and Oil. 
Grand Treasurer, R.W. Sr. H. Goodwin, and Grand Secretary, R.W. 

Br. E.G. Storer. 
Two Past Masters, Sr. Ira Twiss and W. Br. H.W. Hubbard, bearing tIle 

Orders of Tuscan and Composite. 
Three Past Masters, RW. Br. M.S. Mitchell, W. Br. John H. Dart, and W. 

Br. N.H. Wildman, bearing the Orders of Doric, 
Ionic, and Corinthian. 

Large Light, borne by Past Master, R.W. J.e. Bla~kman. 
Holy Bible, Square and Compasses, born by Br. Hezekiah Scott, W. 

Master of Jerusalem Lodge No. 49. 
TwoG. Stewards, W. Br. H. Terry and W. Br. L. Dudley, 

with white rods. 
Two Lights, borne by two Past Grand Masters, M.W. Aner Bradley and 

M.W.A.C. Babcock. 
Grand Chaplain, Rev. Br. J.M. Willey. 

Officiating Clergymen - Rev. Sr. Ambrose Todd, D.O. and Rev. Br. 
Wm. C. Mead, D.O. 

Orator of the Day, Hon. Br. H.e. Deming. 
Past Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut. 

Present and Past Officers of other Grand Lodges. 
Representatives of Foreign Grand Lodges. 
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. Deputy Grand Master, R.W. Theodore Spencer. 
AnCIent Book of Constitutions, borne by W. Br. H.B. Ensign, Master of 

Hiram Lodge, No.1. 
Senior Grand Deacon, W. Br. John W. Leeds, and Junior Grand Deacon 

W. Br. Charles Ball, with black rods. ' 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of Connecticut 

M.W. David Clark. ' 
Two G. Stewards, Br. David B. Booth and Br. R. Averill, 

with white rods. 
Grand Sword Bearer, W. Br. N.H. Byington. 

W. Br. S.A. Hurlbut and Br. J.B. Shultas, Assistant Grand Marshals . 

At 10 o'clock, the procession was formed in the above order and 
pr~eeded fr0!D. the hall into Main street, where it was joined by a 'large 
mIlItary and CIVIC procession, arranged as follows: -

Military Escort, under co~mand of Col. Richard H. White, of Bridge
. port, compnsmg the following Companies: 

Hartfo~d Light Guard, New Haven Blues, Stamford Light Infantry, 
Washington Guar~s, and two other Companies from Bridgeport, 

accompamed by the Hartford, New Haven, and 
Bridgeport Brass Bands. 

Col. F.S. Loc~wood and Col. H.K. Scott, Assistant Marshals; 
Ma~r G~neral Thomas Guyer and Staff; 

Bngadler Gen. Elihu Geer and Staff' 
Brigadier General N.S. Hallenbeck and Staff, 

Col. Samuel A. Cooley and Col. John Arnold and'Staff; 
. Col. James Ward, Commissary General; 

HIs Excellency CHARLES H. POND, Governor of the State and Suite' 
Stat~ Officers ~nd Members of Assembly;' , 

~evolutionary Officers and Soldiers, in carriages; 
Bndgeport, Norwalk, and Danbury Fire Companies; 

Lodges of Odd Fellows; 
Sons of Temperance; 

Resident Citizens and Strangers. 

The pr?cession passed through the principal streets, which were 
thronged w~th spect?tors from all parts of the country, and on arriving at 
Mount Monah, the site of the Wooster Monument, the Officers and guests 
gathered around the stone. 

After a prayer by the Grand Chaplain, the Reverend Brother Willey 
the Grand Master instructed the Grand Treasurer to proceed. The Grand 
Tre?surer the~ deposited in a copper box provided for that purpose, 
vanous gold, sIlver, and ~opper coins, public documents, proceedings of 
Grand Lodge and other high Masonic Bodies, the papers and periodicals 
of. the dar, a daguerreo~ype likeness of Gen. Wooster, the identical bullet 
~Ith w~lch ~e was. killed, a f~agment of his vest, with many other 
mteresting rebcs; which ~ox, haVIng been securely sealed, was by the R. W. 
Grand Secretary placed In the appropriate cavity of the stone. 

The top stone of the monument was then lowered into place while the 
group sang the ODE TO MASONRY. 
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WOOSTER MONUMENT, WOOSTER CEMETERY, DANBURY 
Dedicated April 27, 1854 
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The Working Tools were received by the Grand Master from the Chief 
Architect, and applied to the Stone according to a ncient form. 

Com, Wine, and Oil were poured upon the s tone, from the gold and 
silver pitchers; after which the usual blessing was invoked by the M.W. 
Grand Master. 

The stone was then struck three times with the Gavel, and responded 
to by all the brethren present, wilh the Grand Honors, three times three. 

His Excellency the Governor was now informed that the Chief Stone 
of the Wooster Monument had been laid agreeably to his directions, and 
awaited his inspection. Whereupon His Excellency proceeded to examine 
the Stone, and pronounced it "well laid and true". 

Then followed rather lengthy addresses by the Grand Master and by 
Governor Pond . 

At the close of the Governor's address, the M.W. Grand Master 
delivered to the Chief Operative Artist, Mr. J. G. Batterson, the Working 
Tools, with the following Charge: 

Mr. Architect,-
To you is intrusted the superintendence of the 

completion of this Monument. I therefore place in your 
hands these implements of Architecture. By a frequent 
application of the Square, Level and Plumb, and closely 
following the Rules which they indicate, you wi ll be 
enabled to discharge your duty with fidelity to the 
Committee who have empowered you to execute the 
high trust confided to them by the Legislature of this 
State. 

The ceremonies a t the cemetery being concluded, the procession was 
again formed, and proceeded to the Presbyterian Church, where services 
appropriate to the occasion were conducted. and an ora tion by the Honor· 
able Brother Henry C. Deming of Hartford was given. 

The Brethren then returned to Masonic Hall, where after appropriate 
resolutions were passed, the Grand Lodge was closed. 
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"Moon Lodges" were once a logical and convenient arrangement. Members 
were scattered over an area of several square miles, and the best transportation was 
horse and buggy, horseback, or "Shank's Mare" (on foot, to the unitiated). On an 
evening when the moon was new and gave little light, it was certainly more difficult 
and, in some cases, potentially more dangerous, to travel the long distances from the 
farm, or other rural area, to the center of the town where the Lodge was located. By 
scheduling meetings by the full moon, one could be assured of light for the journey 
(bad weather excluded). It was a good arrangement. 

In 1854, the published reports of the Grand Lodge Session, which included 
returns from the constituent Lodges, for the first time listed their meeting nights. 
Not all Lodges made returns that year (not an unusual situation) so the list of Lodges 
is not complete and there may have been some of those missing which met on 
IIMoon" nights. However, the incomplete list shows thirteen Lodges meeting ~s 
IIMoon Lodgoa". Th@y were: St. John'S #6, Norwalk: St. Paul'. #11, Lltehfield; 
Columbia #25, South Glastonbury; Village #29, Collinsville; Union #40, Danbury; 
Jerusalem #49, Ridgefield; Warren #51, Portland; Northern Star #58, New Hartford; 
Apollo ff59, Suffield; St. Andrews #64, WOfJt Wlnated; Charity #68, MY9tie Bridge; 
MaI\chester #73, Manchester; Meridian #77, Meriden. Thro~gh the years, with 
changing and improved methods of transportation, and with more Lodges, which 
shortened the length of the trip to and from meetings, Moon Lodges became of less 
value. Adding to this, the more complicated system' made it more difficult to 
remember when the Lodge met on any given month. So, with passing time, more 
and more Lodges discontinued this practice and scheduled their meetings on 
regular nights each month. However, perhaps from nostalgia for things past, one 
Lodge, Putnam #46, still continues to meet on the Saturday on or befC're the full 
moon through 1989 (the date of publication) and may never chan&e - thus 
maintaining a familiar and perhaps channing relic from days gone by . 

. Storer's Reprint of Grand Lodge Proceedings made preparation of <;0 history of 
Freemasonry in Connecticut up until 1854 relatively easy. However, S\Jf'n after that 
date fire swept the print-shop of Storer Brothers with irreparable loss of archive 
material, including charters and effects of Lodges surrendered and to be 'safe
guarded' by the Grand Secretary. The summaries, by years, will be continued until 
1862 when Storer's tenure of office was concluded. 

Eliphalet G. Storer(1793-1870) was a Vermont native who affiliated with Hiram 
Lodge soon after his arrival in New Haven in 1825. He presided over all bodies of 
the American system in the city, was Grand Commander of Knights Templar and 
an early member of the Scottish Rite Bodies. He served as Secretary /Recorder of aU 
four Grand Bodies, running up a total of 107 years behind the desk. It is apparent 
he took liberties of omission and insertion in his 'reprint' of Grand Lodge Proceed
ings. He began the incongruous use of 'Most Worshipful' in the title of an incorpo
ration legally designated ''The Grand Lodge of the State of Connecticut" and which 
on the earliest documents was 'The Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Honorable 
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Society of Free and Accepted Masons'. The title 'Most Worshipful' applies to the 
Brother holding the office of Grand Master and not to any body of Masons. Brother 
Storer also introduced the word 'Temple' in the reprint of proceedings dated 1846. 
Previously the meetings were held in a Lodge Room, Lodge Hall, or Masonic Hall. 
To many inside and outside the Fraternity, the use of the word 'Temple' is not 
applicable and is considered ludicrous. 

On May 10th 1854, only two weeks after the tremendous public demonstration 
at the dedication of the Wooster Monument at Danbury, the Grand Lodge met at 
New Haven and heard a business-like address from Grand Master David Clark. 
During his visits he had found many Lodges reluctant to adopt the standard work 
and he warned against "traders in Freemasonry" (apparently freelance teachers of 
the ritual and not versed in the standard). The turmoil in New York City Masonic 
circles continued and all Connecticut Lodges were advised to demand written proof 
of regular membership and to use the "ancient tests" on all visitors. He asked for 
conunents in writing on the use of Masonic titles, and requested that his mail be 
addressed "omitting all reference to any Masonic title". A committee of three was 
Appointed to write rules for the establishment and use 01 Masonic Library and 
Henry Champion Deming was appointed to write a history of Freemasonry in 
Connecticut (which was never done). A General Grand Lodge had not found 
sufficient support to go ahead with organiZAtion,its advocates came up with a plan 
for a National Masonic Conference, which was not to adjudicate but only to 
"umpire" disputes between Grand Lodges. Among other items of business: Moriah 

'Lodge was granted a substitute charter and seated at Danielson; Village Lodge was 
reopened at CollinSville; St. Andrews was revived at West Winsted; Harmony 
Lodge dedicated a "new hall" in Waterbury; and Widow's son Lodge at Branford 
was allowed to resume activity, if they could find their charter. The Grand Lodge 
operated on the expenditure of $657.90 and carried over a balance of $910.88. This 
year, for the first time, catalog of members and a Statistical Table appeared in the 
Proceedings. 
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JOHN H. LEEDS 

JOHN H. LEEDS - Heroism comes in all sorts of packages - all shapes 
and sizes. One such display was shown by a lad of thirteen on a road 
be tween Darien and Stamford. This was John H. Leeds o f Darien, son of 
Joseph Leeds, whose .mcgsl:oTltogether willi two bf~nher8lhAj:I moved (fi.Un 
Leeds, England to Amertc& In 16~O. A 

OnJune 24,1849, young John Leeds was at a crossing of the New York 
& New Haven Railroad near Darien. A train was approaching from the 
West (a lthough not in view). Suddenly he heard the approach of another 
coming from the East. The Railroad had only opened a few months earlier 
and had only ~me track. A collision was inevitable! Without regard for the 
danger,he jumped onto the track and waved his hat frantically as the West 
bound train neared. At the last instant he jumped clear and, as the eng ine 
roared past, shouted that the re was another train. The engineer reverseJ 
the eng ine, whistled down brakes,and blew a loud and long alarm. The 
other engineer heard the warning and followed the same procedure. When 
the trains came to a stop, the re was only a few feet separating them. '. 
te rrible accident, costly in equipment and li ves, had been averted becauoo.e 

of the bravery of a boy! 
He received a free li fetime pass and an engra ved si lver bowl from the 

Railroad Company, along with an expression of their dee p appreciation. 
John Leeds became Superintendent and Consulting Engineer of the 
Stamford Manufacturing Company. He traveled the world. He was an 
Alderman, an Assistant Judge, fi rst Fire Commissioner o f New Haven, 
President o f the Board of Commissioners, State Representative, Director of 
the State Penitentiary, Director o f the Ya le National Bank, New Haven 
Savings Bank, New Haven Water Company, and Managing Directorofthe 
Stamford Mfg. Co. in w hose business he traveled the ",,'orld . He was made 
a Mason in Wooster Lodge No. 79 in 1861, becoming Master in 1865. He 
served two years as Grand Marshal of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut. 
Another name of an eminent Mason - Mason in character and philosophy 
as well as in hame - was added to the roster of bravery. 
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The Grand Master's address was not printed in the Proceed ings of the annllal 
meeting of the Grand Lodge in the "Hall of St. John's Lodge" at Hartfo rd May 9, 
1855, but the reports of the several committees tell us what went on. Cost of 
operating the Grand Lodge had gone up to $861.85. The balance was down to 
$377.03 and the delinquents were told to come through or else. In summary: the 
Grand Lodge had acquired most of the shares in the Union School Company; there 
was dissension in Derby and the charter of King Hiram Lodge was revoked; the 
charter of Federal Lodge in Watertown was restored to P.G.M. Aner Bradley and 
eight faithful old members; the charter of Mount Olive Lodge in Saybrook was 
restored, as was that of Trinity Lodge in Chester; peti tions for new Lodges in Derby 
and Ansonia were tabled; St. John's Lodge in Bridgeport dedica ted a new Lodge 
Room; Widow's son Lodge in Branford was granted a charter to replace an earlier 
"certificate from the Grand Secretary"; Widows Son in North Stonington closed 
business with a lot of notes on hand and interest in some real estate; grievances and 
violations of jurisdictions continued; and it was voted that a unanimous ballot was 
not a requirement for affiliation. Theodore Spencer of Hartford was elected Grand 
Master. David Clark (1 806-1889) whose determina tion brought the Wooster Monu 
ment to completion and dedication under his leadership, was elected to head all 
Grand Bodies during his career. A Hampton farm boy who went to Hartford and 
bgc:ni'ho A null1onalro, he hQlped mnny (\ youth through ~ollege. He gave away 
everything beyond his needs a t the end of every year. An ardent Unionist, he 
presented Colt Fireanns and swords to many Officers, and flags to severa l orga ni

,zations enlisted during the Civil War. His aim was to "walk uprightly before God 
and to be charitable toward a ll mankind". 

On May 14, 1856, the Grand Lodge met in the TEMPLE in the city of New Haven. 
Heretofore a Lodge Hall had sufficed, but Hiram Lodge, now the only active one in 
New Haven, wanted more space. Harmony Hall (the upper floor of the old Union 
School building on Little Orange Street) was no longer adequate. The Trustees of the 
School (its shares mostly owned by the Grand Lodge) finally sold the old building 
and erected a new one on Court Street just off of Orange, the top floor being arranged 
for "Lodge purposes". Controversy over a name for the new building ended with 
the adoption of "Temple" - a great name for a modest structure. Grand Master 
Theodore Spencer announced that one year in the Grand East was enough for him 

and he wished to return to his "priva te affairs". In the election, William L. Brewer 
of Norwich was elected Grand Master. In Lodge affa irs, St. John 's Lodge ;11 
Bridgeport had dedicated a "new and beautiful" Masonic Hall; a Lodge in Derby 
proposed as Friendship Lodge (81), was not chartered; St. Andrews in Winsted was 
granted a charter as Washington Lodge (82); St. Marks Lodge in Granby had revived 
,nd gone to work in Tariffville, but in their enthusiasm, they had worked withou t 
a charter, so those Masons made "irregu larly" were healed by blanket legislation. 
Ot her matters of general interest was the prohibition of use of any Masonic emblem 
in advertising a business; donation of $100 to the hard pressed Relief Lodge in New 
Orleans; appointment of a Grand Representative to the Grand Orient o f France; and 
solicitation for a proposed Putnam Monument Association. The Constitution and 
By-Laws, Permanent Resolutions, and ·a roster appear in a formidable volume 
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ort on Fraternal Correspondence. Obituary mention 
swelled to 364pages by th~~ep(]790_1856) one of the anchor men during the dark 
included WIlham Henry IS G d Master 1835-37 and at the head of 
days of the anti-Masonic attack; who wa~ ~an r House- and local office holder 
all Grand Bodies at times; Landlord of t e on :\ad att~nded twelve Triennials 
until his appointment as Collector of C~~to::~ D: uty Grand Master. 
of the Grand Encampment, K.T_ and re ~\ G ~ Lodge annual communication 

The inside cover of the Pr~ceedmgs ad t ~h ~:ndirective passed ten years earlier 
at Hartford May 13, 1857, carned a renu;:e ~~d a

e 
meeting next after their receipt. Of 

required the reading ofl>roceedmgsat \h busJ:ess, the greater part being the report 
the 140 pages total, only 26 had to dowl d The number of initiates almost 
of the committee on Fraternal Correspond Mencet - W'lliam L Brewer admonished 

. d' 1884 I Gran as er I . 
equalled the number raIse I~'f d ' n from applicants and the same conduct 
the Lodges to insist on unqua lIe mora I Yt too rapid causing inadequate 

from members. He felt th~t ad~~~~em:~ve~a:onnecting dancing with Freema
instructIon and poor prohclencr M o~fc balls with display of aprons and orl]a
sonry, especIally the holdmg 0 as . of the IIfchives When b.lioUng was 
ments; and deplored inadequate protechO~ elo ments a~ong the Lodges were 
held he was re-elected to the Grand EaLst'

d 
e,,: 6erby was restored; the original 

' h h t of King Hiram a ge In d f 
as follows: t e c ar er d f d. Trinity Lodge was move rom 
charter of Moriah Lodge was reporte oun,. d' the ch-: -ter of the "probably 

D R' 5t Lukes in Kent was reVIve I ". d 
Chester to eep Iver;. d ked' Fayette Lodge was allowe to 
def~nct" Wokott Lo~ge in Staffor ,we~:::~od 'es were chartered at Ansonia as 
resume work in the VIllage of Rockvlll 'B h I. gd Olive Branch (84) at Westville. 

h· t (82)' Eureka (83) at et e, a n 2 18"8 
George Was Ing on, f h G d Lodge session on May 1 , " I . N wHaven art e ran d 

Back in the Temp em e d . b'lit of a digest of all resolutions an B ' mnted out the eSITa I y . .. 
Grand Master rewer p . t th fact that entrance fees from mlhates 
decisions in effect. Healso called a tte~tI~a~d ~o'dge to do more than ex'st. The 232 
did not provide s~fflclent fun~s f~~ :o :eport the business transacted; 7i' for Lodge 
pages of Proceedmgs used on y .. dB Laws' and 107 for the report of 

d t '10 for the ConstItutIOns an y-, . G d 
returns an ros ers, d It was apparent that a"lng ran 
the. committee on Fraternal Corresp~n t~nce~riting with or for him. The reports 
Secretary Eliphalet Storer had some

l 
r~l ~r the Masonic student and historian of 

from other jurisdictions are most va ua e 0 L d e meeting> Among the Lodges 
today but were they read at length In ~ny a 's~ion to me~t in either Tolland or 
coming to life were Uriel Lodge (24) wflt pedrmtl. Columbia Lodge (25) in Ea,t 

. h 1 gement 0 Juns Ie Ion . d 
Mansfield but WIt no en ar h' h t r funds and effects before they coul 
Haddam was required to prod~~~ tine~~ff~:: ~ent back to work; Fayette (69) did 
resume labor; Wolcott Lodge 6 . d to Acacia Lodge in GreenWIch With 
move to Rockville; a dispensatIon was Issu~h h he was not a Past Master. The 
Luke A. Lockwood as charter ~as~r ev~na te~~~ncy to resort to procedure in the 
grievances, disputes, and appea sSh OW~ nd regulations under which Mason!' 
statutory law rather than follow t e l~t~S :Iection GeorgeF. DaskamofNorwich carried on according to anCient usage. e I 

succeeded William Brewer as GGrandd~as~:r. George F. Daskam presided and was At Hartford May 15, 1859, ran as r 
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succeeded by John C. Blackman of Bridgeport. The enthusiasts, who had lost their 
campaign for a General Grand Lodge, and then a National Masonic Conference, 
were now promoting a Universal Masonic Congress. Rules for Masonic trials were 
prepared and were to be used, ra ther than tactics of the trial lawyer. The recently 
organized Masonic History Society were now custodians of mOTe than 200 volumes 
of Masonic books and periodicals. The Lad ies Mount Vernon Association was 
recommended to the Lodges as a worthy cause to assist. A committee reported on 
the conferral of the "Ineffable Degrees" of Masonry, and the offending Brothers 
were remanded to their craft Lodges for diScipline. A query from the Lodge in 
Bethel about the Past Masters Degree was answered by the statement that it did no t 
concern the Grand Lodge "it not haVing jurisdiction". The income for Grand Lodge 
operations was $1 from each initiate, and after paying the bills of $341.93 little was 
available for other purposes. Rather than makean appropriation for a needy former 
member of Grand Lodge a "collection was taken up" which amounted to $17. 
Columbia Lodge (25) in South Glastonbury went back to work, yielding some 
territory to the new Duskam Lodge (86); a new Lodge was chartered in Madison (87); 
Columbia (26) in East Haddam, Temple (65) in Westport, and Harmony Lodge (67) 
in New Canaan were revived; and Putnam Lodge (46) was permitted to decide for 
itself where to meet in any of the 5 towns within its jurisdiction, 

Grand Master Blackman presided Over the annual communication at the 
Temple in New Haven on May 9,1860, and was succeed ed by Howard B. Ensign. 
Twenty past Grand Officers were lis ted as present including a half dozen Stewards. 
Fifty-six LOdges were represented although three were delinquent in payn1ents to 
Gra nd Lodge and so denied voting privileges. The ros ter listed 5854 Masons in the 
state, with 642 having been initiated. The highest Lodge number was (87). The 
Grand Master believed that "whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant" . He had granted dispensations for revival of four Lodges and to three new 
ones, conducted a dozen installations, and made other visits. One was to U nion 
Lodge in New London where the moderator of the Lodge election had declared the 
Master-elect disqualified because he had not served as a Warden and was no t in 
possession of the Past Masters degree! The Grand Master healed the dissension, and 
conducted the installation, since the By-Laws s tated that any Master Mason in good 
standing was eligible for any office in the Lodge of which he was a member. 
Montgomery Lodge in Salisbury had their dispensa tion renewed until the s tatus of 
some of their members from across the New York state line could be clarified. Six 
Olen who had gone to New York City and been made irregularly were black-lis ted 
by name. Horace Goodwin of Hartford, after ten years as Grand Treasurer, "per
e!Tlptorily declined re-election". Although a stickle r in certain matters, a resolution 
Was passed that the Grand Lodge "pa rted with regret from this venerable and 
esteemed Brother" as an active officer. Other matters presented or settled were: a 
decision that no blank ballots would be counted in any vote w here they appeared; 
the proposed North American Masonic Conference was disapproved; proceedings 
were ordered to be printed by the Fourth of July follOWing the annual communica
tion; and the square and compass was not to be used "on public signs for furtherance 
of private purposes", in business or in politics. In other business: the penalty of 
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expulsion for not paying Lodge dues in St. Andrew's (64) Lodge was ordered to be 
alleviated in revised By-Laws; the Masonic History Society made a report that 
should be of great interest to our Research Lodges; the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence apologized for usingonly 90 printed pages for their report; and the 
Grand Secretary was authorized to have an assistant during Grand lodge sessions. 

On May 8, 1861, only a faint echo of the "outside turmoil" was heard inside the 
Masonic Hall at Hartford where the "flo urishing order" of Freemasons in Connecti
cut met in Grand Lodge session. Grand Master Howard B. Ensign made only 
passing mention of the "disorganization, rebellion and war" which had just begun. 
A fire in ·the office of Grand Secretary Eliphalet Storer had badly damaged Grand 
Lodge records many having been "consumed or seriously injured" . Now a fireproof 
safe was recommended. For the last time, Brother Storer was elected Grand 
Secretary, but he gave up writing the review of Foreign Correspondence acknowl
edging "circumstances of much debility of physical qualifications which better 
fitted him as an inmate of the infirmary rather than the laboratory" . Before battle 
lines were drawn, $245 had been senlto Relief Lodge in New Orleans. There was still 
trouble nCr(l99 tho st:lte line ... Mort continued to USc the shortest Wfty to the nenrcst 
Lodge, ignoring regulations agreed upon with New York, Massachusetts, and 
Rhode Island;."Wasn't Masonry universal?" Washington Lodge superseded Monroe 
Lodge (81 1, Ihe old charter, records and funds having been broufht 10 tight, but Ihey 
had losl their hall. Montgomery Lodge in Salisbury had not got straightened out and 
the charier was withheld until that was done. The recently elected Grand Treasurer 
was permitted to function without a bond as there was so little money to be handled . 
Storer's Reprint of Grand Lodge Proceedings in two volumes was recommended to 
all Masons (a surplus apparently existing). This was the first 'History' of the Grand 
Lodge to be printed. Luckily, it was dDne before the fire. Brother NN. Barrett began 
publication of a paper called the Masoll ic Casket with a subscription cost of 50 cents 
a year, but it did not last long, such being the fate of many Masonic mag,·zines. 

Grand Master Ensign finished his two years in office when Alvan P. Hyde of 
Tolland succeeded him at the annual communication in New Haven ell May 14, 
1862. Eliphalet Storer completed 27 years in office as Grand Secretary dnd was 
succeeded by Lucius E. Hunt of Hartford. The death of four stalwarts was an
nounced. William H. Jones, who served as Grand Secretary 1820-30; Deputy Grand 
Master Frederick P. Coe; former Grand Warden Mitchell S. Mitchell; and Dr. 
William Hyde of Asylum (57), a leader among Masonic protagonists in Stonington 
and southeastern Connecticut for 50 years and more. The energetic Grand Master 
reported many visits to Lodges. He stated that the revised Constitution and By
Laws were working well; the system of Grand Representatives was blooming; and 
that centennial observances in Bridgeport and Hartford had been "truly beneficial". 
The pattern then was a tiled session for a Lodge program: a procession to church 
with appropriate services of worship and Thanksgiving; and a social event open to 
a mixed audience, resulting in 'public awareness' . All of which was an "mcenth'e 
to emulate our predecessors in all good works". He reported the standard degree 
work was yet to be universally adopted; that more care should be exercised at the 
ballot-box; that there should be no advancement without proven profiCiency; and 

202 

UP FROM THE DEPTHS 

that liquor was now forbidd en in all rooms adjacent to Lodge rooms, it having been 
excluded for use in the Lodge room 40 years before. Connecticut Union Lodge (90) 
in the 4th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry had not worked sa tisfactorily, conse
quently a dispensation for Ensign Lodge (91) in the 5th Regiment was not granted. 
Many grievances and appeals were brought to Grand Lodge, indicating a lack of 
"noble contention"; and non-Masons and lawyers working for a fee were disbarred 
from appearing at Masonic trials. The audit showed the Grand Lodge solvent, but 
needing more working capital; doubling the $1 fee for initiates was rejected but a 
10% bite of all degree fees was instituted . It was voted that the membership list was 
to be printed only every five years hereafter. There were 6727 members in the 65 
Lodges, 372 initiates being reported. Montgomery Lodge was finally allowed to 
resume work; Western Star Lodge in Norfolk and Pythagoras Lodge had their 
charters restored, the latter stationed in Old Lyme rather than in Hamburg; and 
Berlin Lodge (80) went dark with finality . A battle at the ballot box had caused 
suspension of the charter of comparatively young Daskam Lodge (86) in Glas
tonbury which problem required some adjudication and remedial treatment. There 
seemed to btl (\ plngud of petty problems, indicating the new rules find regulntions 
were not being read . 

Statistics reported at the May, 1863 session which cover the entire 1862 Grand 
Lodge Year show the following membership figures: 

There are, at the present time, sixty-six subordinate Lodges on the 
registry of this Grand Lodge. We have received returns from all of them, 
reporting their doings for the last year. All but two of them have had some 
work to do during the year. From these returns we gather the following 
statistics: 

Whole number of me mbers, ............................................. 7,037 
Initiated the past year, ....................................................... 789 
Admitted the past year, ... .................................... .. ............ 55 
Withdrawn the past y.ar,............... ................................... 53 
Died the past year .............................................................. 152 
Expelled the past year, ....................................................... 4 
Rejected the past year ...................................... .................. 42 
Suspended the past year ................................................... 3 
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The following are the "Permanent" Resolutions passed by the Grand Lodge of Connecti
cut mostly in the y~ars covered by this chapter. 

PERMANENT RESOLUTIONS 

I. 
Resolved, That the attention of the several Lodges within this jurisdic

tion be directed to the conduct and walk of their members; that they be 
required, in the spirit of brotherly love, to discipline any disorderly or 
unworthy member, and as far as practicable to keep their members within 
the ancient landmarks of the Order; and that in the view of this Grand 
Lodge, it is of the first importance that all the Lodges be particularly 
cautious in the admission of new members. - Adopted May 10, 1815. 

II. 
Resolved, That this Grand Lodge recommends to the several Lodges 

under this jurisdiction, the disuse of ardent spirits at their respective 
communications. - May 8, 1822. 

III. 
Resolved, That either of the four first officers of this Grand Lodge be, 

and they are hereby authorized and empowered to grant dispensations for 
a limited time to any of the annulled Lodges which may request it, if, in 
their opinion, the interests of Masonry will be thereby promoted; provided 
that the Lodge so petitioning shall first pay into the funds of the Grand 
Lodge the sum of ten dolJars. - May 12, 1841. 

IV. 
Resolved, That this Grand Lodge will entertain no proposition from 

any subordinate Lodge to loan such Lodge any of the funds of the Grand 
Lodge. - May 12, 1841. 

V. 
Resolved, That the several Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand 

Lodge be directed to furnish the Grand Secretary with a copy of their By
Laws, Rules and Regulations, in order that it may be known that they are 
in accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of the Grand Lodge.
May 11, 1842. 
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. VI. 
Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Master of every subordinate 

Lodge to cause the proceedings of the Grand Lodge, each year, to be read 
in open Lodge for the information of the members, at the next regular 
communica tion after the sa me shall have been received from the Grand 
Secretary. - May 13, 1846. 

VII. 
Resolved, That upon the petition of a competent number of ~asons in 

good standing, within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, It shall he 
lawful for the Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master, during the :ecess of 
the Grand Lodge to grant a dispensation for a new Lodge, provided the 
same shall not interfere with the jurisdiction of any Lodge alrea~y est3?
lished; and provided further, that such dispensation shall be continued In 

force only until the next succeeding communic~tion of the G~and Lodge, 
when it shall be returned, and a charter issued In due form, If the Grand 
Lodge shall so direct. - May 15, 1850. 

VIII . 
Resolved That this Grand Lodge hereby forbids the subordinate Lodges 

within its ju~isdiction, to jnitiate, pass, or ra ise any i~divi~ual residing 
within the jurisdiction of another Grand Lodge, excepting su 'h as present 
a recommendation for tha t purpose. unanimously ad~pted a t a regular 
meeti~g, by the Lodge neares t the residence of the petitioner. - May 14, 
185 t. 

IX. 
Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the M.W. Gra nd Master and the 

R.W. Deputy Grand Master, at the opening of the Gra nd Lodge, ~ t each 
Annual Communica tion, to make a report of their official acts dUTlng tI .e 
preceding year. - May 12, 1852. 

X. 
. Resolved, That as one of the rules of this Grand Lodge, the Secret2:~es 

of the several subordinate Lodges be herea fter required to make out a nd 
forward their annual returns to the Grand Secretary, at least three days 
previous to the Annual Communication of the Grand Lo:ctge; a nd that the 
Grand Secretary be required to make out from the .sald returns of the 
subordinate Lodges,a roll of members enti tled toseats In the Grand Lodge. 
- May 13, 1852. 

XI. 
Resolved, that every subordina te Lodge has a perfect right to hold t~eir 

meetings in any part of the town specified in their charter as the loca tion 
of the Lodge, unless otherwise ordered by the Grand Lodge. - May 13. 
1852. 
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XII. 
Resolved, That no member of any subordinate Lodge under this 

jurisdiction shall be permitted to join a ny o ther Lodge, w ithout first 
obtain ing a discharge from the Lodge of w hich he was formerl y a member, 
when there is more than one Lodge in the same town. _ May 13, 1852. 

XIII. 
Resolved, That no subord inate Lodge in this State shall be a llowed to 

employ a lecturer from another Sta te, to instruct them in the \\'ork, unless 
such lecturer be first approved by the officers of this Grand Lodge. _ May 
13, 1852 . . 

XIV. 
Resolved, That w henever a ca ndidate is proposed for initiation in a ny 

Lodge in this Sta te, and his application has passed the first ballot, it shall 
not be in the power of his proposer, or any other person, to withdraw the 
name of such applicant. - May 12, 1853. 

XV. 
Resolved, Tha t no Lodge under this ju ri sd iction sha ll grant a d emit to 

any of its members, except for the purpose of becoming a member of some 
other Lodge;a nd no brother sha ll be considered as having withd rawn from 
one Lodge, until he has actually become a member of another. _ May 12, 
1853. 

XVI. 
Resolved, That this Grand Lodge hereby fo rbids thesubord inate Lodges 

within its jurisdiction to initiate, pass, or raise more than one ca ndidate a t 
the 5<1 me time. - May 10, 1854. 

XVII. 
Resolved, That the Secretar ies of the severa l subord ina te Lodges under 

the jurisdiction of this Gra nd Lodge, be required to transmit to the Gra nd 
Secretary within s ix days after their a nnual elect ion, the names of the 
officers of their respective Lodges. - May 10, 1855. 

XVIII. 
Resolved. That the subordinate Lodges in this jurisd iction be and they 

are hereby instructed so to amend their By-Laws, (where such amendment 
is ne~essa ry,) that no Mason sha ll be admi tted to membership without a 
unammous vote of the Lodge, w hich vote sha ll be taken in the sa me 
manner as in ba lloting on a cand ida te for in itiation. _ May 9, 1855. 

XIX. 
Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, a nd in accordance 

with the established practice, the jurisdictional limits of each American 
Gra nd Lodgeshould becommensur:ate with the politica l boundaries of the 
Sta te or Territory in which such G ra nd Lodge is loca ted; and as a means of 
preventing difficulties the severa l Gra nd Lodges a re fraternally requested 
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to prohibit the initiation by their subordinates, of candidates from w ithout 
their own State or Territory. - May 14, 1856. 

xx. 
Resolved, That this Grand Lodge is opposed to the practice which has 

prevailed to some extent, of connecting dancing with Freemasonry I or 
using the name or symbols of Masonry in connection with balls. - May 13, 
1857. 

XXI. 
Resolved, That while this Grand Lodge acknowledges the general 

privileges of Masons in good standing to visit any Lodge in thi s jurisdiction 
or elsewhere, it is still the right and prerogative of the W. Master of a Lodge, 
to refuse admission to visitors during the programs of a Masonic trial, or 
other private business. - May 12, 1858. 

XX II. 
Resolved, That all members of Lodges under this jurisdiction be, and 

hereby are, prohibited from associating w ith expelled or clandestine 
Masons from New York or elsewhere, in conferring any degrees called 
Masonry, and any violator of this resolution shall be expelled from the 
privileges of Masonry. - May 13, 1858. ' 

XXIII. 
Resolved, That this Grand Lodge prohibits its subordinates conferring 

more than one degree upon the same candidate at one and the same 
communic<!tion. - May 13, 1858. 
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STATISTICA L TABLE 
.. Showing the ~umber of subordinate Lodges in each sta te, w ith the numbe r of 
Initiations, reJections, deaths, expulsions, and aggregate membership 
amount of Grand Lodge dues received, - as far as g iven in the returns.' 

and the 

Grand Lodge of No. of (nit. Rej. Deaths Exp. Aggr. Grand Lodge Lodges No. of Dues 
Mem. Received 

Alabama, 208 177 45 6,175 Arkansas, 84 $2,620.50 
481 105 54 8 2,313 Ca lirornia, 50 2,217.00 

Connecticut in part, 
9 1 1,956 2,560.26 42 348 25 35 4 2,169 326.00 Delaware, 10 6 3 351 District of Columbia, 10 99 14 9 2 419 2,922.61 F.lorida, 29 197 60 24 3 1,155 Georgia, 1,163.00 

Ill inois, 145 1,082 242 59 30 4,663 Indiana, 162 49 34 Iowa, 47 261 12 
10,998.53 

Kentucky, 5 1,168 939.50 143 1,701 224 11 6 33 8,049 8,879.50 Louis iana, 78 567 5 118 6 2,857 Maine, 63 460 23 28 
4,6 18.43 

2,219 Ma ryland, 28 9 6 1,312 573.00 Mas5..1chuse tts, 71 375 
Michigan, 76 11 1,455.01 Minnesota , 
MiSSiSSippi, 165 1,230 312 135 111 6,068 5,920.50 Missouri, 133 
New Hampshire, 22 

12 
191 93 1 New Jersey, 30 

New York, 290 
1,033 337.50 

North Carolina, 90 592 
15,000 12,65 1. 13 

42 59 12 3,759 1,357.80 Ohio, 260 1,759 247 
Oregon, 

87 46 7,341 8,684 .99 
Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Isla nd, 
South Carolina, 
Tennessee, 
Texas, 119 51 8 4,768 Vermont, 36 2,127.75 

7 1 1,389 Virginia, 132 27 58 11 4,241 WisconSin, 48 1,024.75 
8 2 1,198.00 
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PRINCII)AL OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF CONNEcrICUT, 

186j-1889 

Date of Deputy Grand Grand 
J 

Election Grand Master Grand Master . Senior Warden Junior Warden Grand Treasurer Grand Secretary 

May 14,1863 Alvan P. Hyde- D. E. Bostwick- N. N. Barrett- Arthur B. Caleft ~nj.~her 
May 12, 1864 D. E. Bostwick- N.N. BarTeW E.S. Quintard- William Storer-

E. Hunt J 
May 11, 1865 E. S. Quintard- William Storer- Amos E. Cobb- Amos Pillsbury John W. Paul 
May 10,1866 Asa Smith-
May 9, 1867 William Storer- Amos E. Cobb- Asa Smith- James L. Gould-
May 14, 1868 

Jos. K. Wheeler J 
May 13, 1869 Amos E. Cobb- Asa Smith- James L. Gould- Edmund Tweedy George Lee-
May 12,1870 Asa Smith- James L. Gould- David S. Miller- W. Wallace Lee-
May 11,1871 James L. Gould- W. Wallace Lee- J. L. Devotion- Ed. B. Rowe· 
May 9, 1872 L. A. Lockwood-
May 14,1873 

J 
May 13,1874 W. Wallace Lee- J. L. Devotion- Ed. B. Rowe- Dwight Phelps· 
Jan. 21, 1875 " 
Jan 20,1876 Ed. B. Rowe- Dwight Phelps- I. M. Bullock- John H. Barlow-
Jan. 18, 1877 " J 
Jan 17,1878 Dwight Phelps- I. M. Bullock- John H. Barlow- Jas. McCormick 
Jan. 16, 1879 I. M. Bullock- John H. BarloW- Jas McCormick Fred H. Waldron 
Jan. 22, 1880 John H. Barlow- Jas. McCormick Fred H. Waldron Dwight Waugh-
Jan. 20, 1881 Jas. McCormick Fred H. Waldron Dwight Waugh- A. C. Golding J 
Jan. 19, 1882 " John G. Root 
Jan. 18, 1883 Fred H. Waldron Dwight Waugh A. C. Golding H. H. Green s. 
Jan. 17, 1884 Dwight Waugh- A. C. Golding H. H. Green. s. John W. Mix· 
Jan. 22, 1885 H. H. Green. s. John W. Mix- J. H. Swartwout 
Jan. 21, 1886 H. H. Green. s. John W. Mix· J. H. Swartwout L. A. Dickinson· J 
Jan. 20, 1887 C. Buckingham· 
Jan. 18, 1888 John W. Mix· J. H. Swartwout C. Buckingham· A. H. Brewer 
Jan. 16, 1889 J. H. Swartwout C. Buckingham- A. H. Brewer H ugh Stirling J 
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The Civil War had been raging for nearly a year when the Grand Lodge met in 
annual communication at Hartford on May 14-15, 1862. Grand Master Howard B. 
Ensign commented on the "political horizons, darkening the year before, with 
ominous clouds which had since broken loose and produced a tremendous storm. 
As the wave of rebellion and civil war began sweeping over the land, political 
effervescence had carried everything into its vortex, and fraternal intercourse with 
eleven southern Grand Lodges had been interrupted". But for Connecticut Ma
sonry a prosperous quarter century was ahead, culminating in the centennial 

observance. 
During the eventful years of the anti-Masonic depression and the few years 

following, the earlier seaports of Fairfield and Guilford had lost their Lodges; the 
cross-roads taverns at Canterbury; Harwinton, and Salem heard no more mysteri
ous knOCkinS8i the hUl vill8ses of Brookn411d, W"rretn, ""d Wpadbrld89, And the 
county seats of Tolland and Windham were without Lodges; while growing mill 
towns and those situated on the new railroads, such as Ansonia, Meriden, Nauga
tuck, New Britain, Jewett City; and Rockville, had new and enthusiastic organiza
tions. Locatio~ of the railroad 'depot' many times changed the business center of the 
town. JurisdIctional lines were often ignored as men took the most convenient way 

to Lodge. 
The process of purging the roll of Lodges which were defunct was completed 

in 1851-52, when the number of Lodges considered active dropped to 39; represen
tation was at its lowest in 1847, with the smallest number of returns submitted in 
1849. From these depths, the number of Lodges at work and the number of Masons 
made, began to increase steadily, more than doubling in twenty-five years. The 
turning point was completion and dedication of the Wooster Monument which 
attracted widespread public attention and approval. 

.The personal interest of Grand Master David Clark was largely re8r'Jnslble and 
he had placed the cap-stone with his own hands. A United States Senator was the 
orator. The public observance of the Centennial of George Washington's entrance 
into the Fraternity was another factor in bringing Freemasonry to the attention of the 
general public and back into favor. 

The fervor which arose in several mid-western states was not equalled in 

~ 

Connecticut. In 1861, consideration had been given to granting authority to Masons 
among the Connecticut soldiers to hold Lodges and confer Masonic degrees in the 
camps of the Connecticut regiments. The Grand Lodge, being governed more by 
feelings of patriotism than good judgment, entertained the proposition. However, 
according to Grand Secretary Wheeler, such Lodges were restricted to conferring 
degrees.on soldiers who were residents of this State. 

On the 6th day of June, 1861, a dispensation signed by Howard B. Ensign, Grand 
Master, was granted to twelve brethren belonging to the Fourth Connecticut 
Regiment of Volunteers, then about to leave for the scene of hostilities, for a Lodge 
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to be called Connecticut Union Lodge, No. 90. No returns were ever made and no 
record of its proceedings ever appeared on the minutes of the Grand Lodge. The 
Bible was the gift of Brother Charles Hosmer, of St. John's Lodge, No.4; the square, 
compasses, and gavel, from Brother W. J. Goodsell; jewels and collars, from Brother 
H.E. Patten; and record book from L. E. Hunt, all of the same Lodge. These relics 
were in the archives of this Grand body in 1889. 

The first meeting was held at Camp Ingalls, near Fort Richardson, Virginia, on 
Saturday evening, January 4, 1862, when the Lodge was organized by the appoint
ment of Officers, and proceeded to business. Three other communications were 
held during the month of January and the names of several candidates were 
proposed and accepted. One, George Ayer, was initiated an Entered Apprentice at 
the last mee~ing, which is the only Masonic labor reported. One other petition for 
dispensation to organize a military Lodge, to be located with the Fifth Connecticut 
Regiment and be known as Ensign Lodge, No. 91, was refused. 

During these years of Civil war, which became so notable in the history of the 
National Union, the craft became exceedingly prosperous, and cOhtinued to be 
'luite hAtmdnlou8. This was eaueed, in a great degree, wrote Grand Secretary 
Wheeler, by the unusual and unnatural activity in all departments of business, 
which was stimulated by the' immense military preparations, and the profuse 
expenditure of public money. Hundreds were annually added to our numbers, 
which continued for several years after the cessation of hostilities, as shown on the 
following statistical summary for the years 1862-1889. 
, The adjacent table shows the changes from 1862-1889. The figures may not be 

precise since report periods did not always coincide with calendar years; represen
tatives sometimes appeared at Grand Lodge after the roll call; returns were not 
always carefully checked or complete; distinctions are not easy to make, (or seem 
not to have been made) between Lodges in good standing, those revived by 
dispensation, those organized UD, and those dark or delinquent but not disci
plined. The trend, however, is readily apparent. The services of Eliphalet Storer 
(1793-1870) as Grand Secretary ended with his resignation in 1862.·He came down 
(rom Vennont in 1825, established a printery in New Haven, and began an 
enthusiastic career in Masonry. Assuming the duties of Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Lodge was only the beginning, for he soon had taken on similar duties in 
other Grand Bodies, which resulted in his running up a concurrent total of 107 years 
as Grand Secretary / Recorder. He was elected head of Lodge, Cha pter, Council, and 
Commandery in New Haven. He served one term as Grand Commander of Knights 
Templar and was an early member of the Scottish Rite when it was brought into 
New Haven in 1845. 

A great contribution to the history of Freemasonry in Connecticut was Storer's 
Reprint of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge up until 1845, with some related 
historical material. A disastrous fire, soon after, damaged or destroyed a great deal 
of archival documents, whereby later historians have been severely handicapped. 
Moreover, in the reprint Storer took great liberties with the original text. There are 
many omissions and he often substituted his contemporary words and usage for the 
original and expressive language of his predecessors. 
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Although he was "zealous and faithful, a man of integrity and righteousness" , 
he made one unwarranted and fanciful interpolation when he added the words 
"Most Worshipful" to the title of the Grand Lodge which had been incorporated as 
"The Grand Lodge of the State of Connecticut" and in the earliest printed minutes 
was "The Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted 
Masons in Connecticut". By strict and correct application the title of "Most Worship
ful" is the form of address accorded the Grand Master while he is in office, and not 
otherwise. But the glorification and grandification has been continued with the 
defense that it has "always been done that way!". There is no excuse for continuing 
such anomalous language, never adopted in many jurisdictions. 

Brother Storer's immediate successor was a Hartford bookseller, who began a 
good systematic assembly of statistical material in a survey of Grand Lodge 
progress. However, he was tardy in publication of Proceedings and took certain 
liberties with Grand Lodge funds which resulted in his replacement by John W. Paul 
of Waterbury, whose business affairs dictated his removal from the state after two 
years. 

A most fortunate choice was made in 1867 of Joseph K. Wheeler (1831-1894), a 
Hartford small-business man. He "proved himself eminently qualified to serve the 
craft" and soon added secretarial duties for the other Grand Bodies so that he built 
up a total in those offices of 114 years. He was then able to devote full time to 
Masonry, and his "Fraternal Reviews" earned him national recognition as "proof of 
his abilities" and display of good common sense in his commentaries. His contribu
tions to the history of Freemasonry in Connecticut were invaluable. He rebuilt the 
collection of original proceedings and nurtured the library, which has since suffered 
from neglect. 

The Grand Lodge library had begun to accumulate as early as 1852, growing to 
170 volumes in 1858, mostly bound proceedings and serials. When the archives 
were inventoried in 1857, they yielded up the charter records and seal of Anlerican 
Union Lodge, and although safeguarded for the 75 years, they soon took wing. A 
Masonic History Society was organized in 1859 through the initiative of a single 
Brother who began the printing of the "Masonic Casket" in 1861. A decade later the 
editor was disciplined, the magazine discontinued, and the collection of the 
Masonic Historical Society disappeared. In 1871 Loomis' "Musical and Masonic 
Journal" appeared and enjoyed Grand Lodge approval for about 15 years until it 
was withdrawn, perhaps because there was more bad music published than pure 
harmony. In 1889 the first attempt towards something like a Grand Lodge history 
('ppeared as a Centennial Commemorative volume, today a collector's item among 
~1 ~sonic books. 

The plain apron, collar and sash were considered sufficient to dignify Grand 
Lodge Officers until 1884, when new aprons were purchased and jewels provided. 
Ten years later Past Grand Masters' jewels were approved. In 1889 a Centennial 
medal was struck, an item much sought after today. The Grand Lodge apparently 
depended on local Lodges for furniture, furnishings, and paraphernalia, although 
in 1853 it was voted to provide "suitable vessels for dedication exercises" . 

"Moon Lodges" still being numerous at the time, a Masonic Calendar appeared 
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in the proceedings of 1876, forecasting the appearance of the full mo?n for some 
years ahead. But in 1893 there was trouble, because February was without a full 
moon and in some other months it fulled in such a way that meeting nights specified 
by the By-laws could not occur, inasmuch as Grand Lodge regulations req~ired at 
least one meeting a month. Some dispensations were issued where the Master could 
not "arrange with the moon to get full". Since that time the moon has waned as a 
guide for meeting nights. The proceedings for 1891 include a listing of the location, 
charter date, charter members, and other statistics of a historical nature concerning 
each Lodge. Some of the data has been modified and corrected in later versions. 

Election and installation of Officers was the first order of business to occupy the 
Grand Lodge until 1868, when the obvious disadvantages of that arrangement 
caused a change to the present system: election at a stated hour, with installation as 
the last business of the session. 

From 1851 the address of the Deputy Grand Master, then'more or less a 
precedent, was made a requirement. Past Grand Masters' jewels were proposed in 
1886 to supplement the perfunctory vote of thanks, but not until ten years later did 
those ornaments materiaU:ze. 

The annual meetings alternated between Hartford and New Haven as long as 
the State had ~wo Capitals and the sessions of the General Assembly switched from 
year to year. When the new State Capital building was opened at Hartford in 1875, 
it wa$ voted to hold all meetings in that city but within a year ~r two the old pattern 
was restored."The date was changed from the second Wednesday in May to the 
second Wednesday in January. At Hartford the sessions were held in whatever 
Lodge Hall or apartments the local bodies occupied (and which changed from time 
to time). In New Haven the designation 'Masonic Temple' had been chosen by 
Hiram Lodge when It acquired full ownership of a building in 1844. It is much more 
applicable to the imposing structure erected on Whitney Avenue in time to obsen'e 
the 175th Anniversary of Hiram Lodge. On one occasion, when a change was being 
made, the Grand Lodge was accorded use of the legislative chamber. Modest 
amounts were paid for the hall rentals, and the services of the resident Tyler were 
used. In 1884, and for a few years following, during a price war among C, nnecticut 
railways, the delegates enjoyed free return tickets if they came in by the 'Sl~am cars'. 

Among items of interest, some years after St. Mark's Lodge in Granby resumed 
work, it was discovered that they had done so without a charter in their possession. 
making necessary a new issue, and the healing of all initiates made in the interim. 
In 1860, when Montgomery Lodge resumed work in Salisbury, they began with 
Officers who had been made and trained in nearby Lodges meeting in New York 
and Massachusetts. In 1862 the Proceedings contain extensive accounts of the 
anniversary celebrations by St. John'S Lodge in Bridgeport and St. John's Lodge in 
Hartford. In 1867 similar events occurred in St. John's Lodge in Norwalk and Kin~ 
Solomons in Woodbury. In 1864 a similar instance of a Lodge division took place. 
in which the original name was kept by St. Mark's (91) in Granby, in separa ting fwm 
St. Mark's (36) in Simsbury. In 1867 Pawcatuck Lodge and Franklin Lodge (,i 
Westerly, Rhode Island, were occupying the same hall in Connecticut; when burned 
out they moved across the river into Westerly and used the same hall there until 1933 
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when Pawcatuck Lodge moved back to Pawcatuck, Connecticut. The first instance 
of ~erger or consolidation occurred in 1892, when Charity Lodge (68) merged with 
Relief Lodge (71) and moved down the river to Mystic Bridge where it began 
operating with the combined strength of the two Lodges and under the combined 
name of Charity and Relief Lodge (72). It now meets on the Groton side of the river. 

~harity and Relief - or local welfare - was traditionally the responsibility of 
particular Lodges through the Master or Wardens, the extent and details not always 
a matte~ of record. Reference to such activity seldom appears in Grand Lodge 
Proceedmgs except to benefit some particular individual and for a special reason. 
When a "system of organized charity" was proposed, a survey was made in an 
attempt to ascertain the total amount spent in local Lodges. Only a few thousand 
dolIa~ .was reported ex~ept in one extraordinary instance in Waterbury where a 
beneflCIa~ had bee~ aSSisted over several years with $1700 being expended. 

Chanty may begm at home but when certain 'causes' are publicized or disasters 
appear in the n~wspaper headlines, the Fraternity responds very generously. 
Among those which stand out are the Masonic College in Kentucky, the Five Points 
Mls9i~n in New York City; the pestilence in California during the gold rush; the 
Washmgton Monument Fund; Yellow Fever epidemic in New Orleans' Ladies 
Association to preserve Mount Vernon; Louisiana flood, Ohio floods, G~lveston 
tidal wave; Charleston earthquake, etc, 

Michigan forest fires were devastating but the great Chicago Fire was the most 
spectacular and brought nationwide response. A railcar loaded with hand tools as 
well as more than a thousand dollars in money was sent from Connecticut Masons 
to Chicago, The money which poured in from around the nation was more than was 
actually needed and a pro rata return was made. Connecticut received $332 back in 
1873. Gr~nd Ma~ter Luke A., Lockwood proposed the rebate be made a nest-egg for 
a MaSOniC Chanty Fund With a Masonic Home the ultimate objective. A goal of 
5100,000 was proposed - only $7 per member at that time - to be raised "by 
\'olunt~er subscription or by resorting to festivals, social gatherings, and lectures". 
ImmedIate pledges of $500 from several Danbury members and a similar amount 
from newly formed St. James Lodge in Norwich brought the initial amount 
entrusted to the Trustees to more than $1000. In ten years the total reached slightly 
more than $5000 and incorporation was proposed in anticipation of a conditional 
legacy. During the Centennial year the project was given a boost - the total 
exceeded $10,000 - and the Masonic Charity Foundation became a reality, al
though the Home did not materialize for another five years. 
. In t~e course of his sermon to the Craft at the Brick meeting House in New 
da\'~n m 1 ~97,. Reverend Ashbel Baldwin had proposed a system of organized 
chanty, to distrIbute the burden of caring for those in need of benefits beyond the 
c,lpaclty of the local Lodge. It remained for Grand Master Lockwood to take up the 
torch and almost single-handedly persist until the plan became a reality. The story 
cannot be told in full det~il but developments will be touched upon in later chapters. 

Word of the generosity of the Masons got around, and a wave of 'sojourners' or 
"rounders' appeared, characterized by one Grand Master as 'Masonic mendicants'. 
Possessing documents of apparent authenticity as well as haVing the traditional 
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This portrait and plaque hang in the Library and Museum at the Grand Lodg' 
Office in Wallingford. It was Past Grand Master Luke A. Lockwood who had Ih, 
dream which became the Masonic Charity Foundation and the Masonic HOIT!~ 
and Hospita\. The "LUKE A. LOCKWOOD MEDAL" is the highest award from 
the Charity Foundation and is given for outstanding service to the Foundation 

and to the members of the Craft. 
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means of proving themselves, the usual overnig ht accommodation and meals were 
sometimes extended to such an exte nt it became an obvious imposition. A warning 
circular had some effect as wel l as a caveat by word of mouth, but forsorne time, and 
in certain places, Masonic tramps seem to have had easy picking. Hartford was a 
happy hunting ground for these hoboes until a single relief office was set up, when 
an applicant being told that his situation would be checked by telegraph, did nol 
usually come back for the handout orevena ra ilroad ticket to speed him on his way. 

The Grand Lodge had been financed for years by an assessment of 51 from the 
initiation fee. In 1869 the levy was changed to 10% of the amount received. Bolh 
inequities being opposed, the next year the fee was made $1.50 for each initiale. Mosl 
of the s tock in the Union School at New Haven was held by the Grand Lodge, the 
owners at la~ being a holding company. No dividends were ever recorded bul a 
conversion of some sort was made w hen a new Masonic 'Tem ple' was erected in 
New Haven at the corner of Chapel and Union Stree ts. The Grand Lodge worked 
on that modest income until a flood of applica nts came in during and just after the 
Civil War. Membership doubled during the decade of the 18605 "nd Tru"tQQn were 
named t6 mnn"se funds in cxceS~ of $500. Office space was rented for the G rand 
Secretary at $75 per annum and he was allowed $200 for expenses. The Grand 
Master was granted half that amount as an honorarium . 

In 1869, the Grand Treasurer left the Slate with whalever money he had in his 
possession. Gra nd Master William Store r made severa l attempts to reach him at his 
home address, and in New York, where he was said to have moved. These attempts 
proved of no avail so, after issuing an edict and wai ti ng out a sufficient passage of 
time, the Grand Master "deposed" him from the Office and declared it vacanl. \-Ie 
immedialely named George Lee o f Hartford (Lafayette No. 100) to succeed to Ihe 
Office of Grand Treasurer. To replenish the Treasury, as assessment o f ten cents per 
capita was made. in the embarrassing interim, in order to pay outstanding bills and 
mainlain the good cred it of the Grand Lodge, Joseph K. Wheeler, Grand Secretary, 
look il upon himself to borrow the necessary fund s to keep Ihe Grand Lodge 
Treasury solvenl. 51. Johns Lodge No.4 of Hartford loaned the money wh ich was 
rrpi'l id oftQT th~ rllasoe6m ont wa~ paid by the Lodges. The new Grand Treasurer, 
George Lee, served in the Office for thirteen years, keep ing detailed records, wit h 
accounts and annual repo rts maintained under a ca reful audit. For better record 
keeping, it was ordered tha t Lodges make all payments by draft , check, or money 
order, 
Hiram Lodge No.1 and a few o thers had adopted a system of annua l dues and a sort 
\)fbeneficiary scheme. This was assailed by some as un-Masonic and was the GlllSe 
oi some ill feeling and discord . 

The depression of the 1870's brought on some financial d ifficulties to Ihe Grand 
Lodge (as everywhere else) and in 1875 the fee paid to the Grand Lodge per initio Ie 
,,',15 raised to $2.50, which did not meet w ith popular favor or satisfaction, The 
Trustees Fund was tapped to meet operating expenses and a Committee o n 
Finances was established, 

Finally the plan of per capita assessmen t was adopted over the opposit io n 
\\'hich had been expected. One Past Grand Master felt so strongly about this "un-
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Masonic action", that he quit the Fraternity. Exception was made for 'members' 
known to be out of state and those not heard from for a period of five years. But once 

a Mason - always a Mason! 
The first tally of exemptions showed 2337 claimed out of a total of 14,968. Now 

it was necessary to forbid 'expulsion' for nonpayment of dues but 'dropping from 
the roll' was permitted with 21 year members exempted. Closer record keeping 
being required, the Grand Secretary became a full time employee with a salary of 
$800 per year. But Brother Wheeler had added similar duties for all Grand Bodies 
in the state. The age factor for exemption from dues was raised to 30 years in 1879 
and so remained for a half century. Meanwhile the per capita tax went to 20 cents 
in 1882, 50 cents in 1890, and became $1 in 1895 from which 25 cents was earmarked 
for ordinary expenses and 75 cents for the Masonic Home. The fee to the Grand 
Lodge for each initiate became twenty dollars. There has never been any recession 

in dues, fees, or assessments. . 
Luke Adolphus Lockwood (1833-1905) is one of our more noteworthy Grand 

Masters. A native of Greenwich and graduate of Trinity College, he studied law and 
began practice in New York City. In the community he was a strong Episcopalian 
and lay reader. Made a Mason in Union Lodge at Stamford in 1855, without having 
held any office he was named Charter Master of Acacia Lodge in Greenwich the 
very next year. In the Grand Lod'ge he soon became conspicuousln legal ma tters and 
in 1867 publis~~d the first edition of his 'Masonic Law and Pra~tlSe'. His codification 
of decisions, regulations and the like soon became 'law' along with enactments of 
the Grand Lodge, in some instances defying the ancient l~ndmarks and substituting 
written directives for common sense. This volume was accepted by the Grand 

Lodge at its Annual,Session on May 7, 1867. 

~ 

When both Grand Wardens declined advancement in 1872, Lockwood was 
elected Grand Master from the floor - not the first such occurrence, but it prm'ed 
to be the last. In 1797, when Grand Master William Judd was engaged ill political 
opposition to the entrenched conservatives known as the 'Establishment', Stephen 
Titus Hosmer, a Superior Court Justice, unimpeachable in character anti neutral in 
politics, was elected and served as such for 18 years! After a short .wo years 
interlude, Oliver Wolcott, Junior, who was among the leaders of the T(.!erationi!'t 
Party in the struggle for a State Constitution, was elected Governor and upon 
request became Grand Master for 3 years. During the anti-Masonic excitement. 
when others shrank from accepting an office in Grand Lodge, Dr. Thomas Hubbard. 
unassailable as a reputable member of the faculty of the Medical College at Yale. 
accepted the Grand Master'sStationin 1831 atthe age of 57 years and served 3term~. 
By 1862 Alvan P. Hyde, local dresser, advanced from the Senior Deacons Chair. 
Length of service varied for the next thirty-three years according to availability and 
acceptability. The last term of more than one year was served by Henry O. Warn~r 
in 1894-5. The only exception being Charles J. Ramage of Oxoboxo Lodge No. 11~. 
who served for eighteen months because of a change in the Grand Lodge meetin~ 
date. Since then Grand Masters have usually been advanced from the appointl'\i 
officers in rotation. More than one Brother in ten who began in the so-called 'lim' 
has been forced off the 'ladder' by circumstances. 
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It is remarkable that mention of the appendant, associated, auxiliary, and allied 
bodies (some now accorded the status of 'coordinate') does not appear very often 
in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge, itself being an organization of craft Lodges, 
the foundation stones in the American system of IFreemasonry'. 

What was to become the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons was 
formed at Hartford in 1798 by a convention of 11 'delegates' under leadership of 
Thomas Smith Webb. It was declared that since it (the R.A.M.) was 'generally 
received and authenticated ... no Grand Lodge of Masons could claim authority over 
Royal Arch Masons. This was taken at face value although Ephraim Kirby, a Past 
Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, was elected Grand High Priest 
and Stephen Hosmer, the reigning Grand Master was elected Grand Treasurer. 
Later, when the "General Grand Chapter" was formed, Ephraim Kirby was elected 
General Grand High Priest and Stephen Hosmer was elected Grand High Priest of 
the Grand Chapter of Connecticut. When the General Grand Chapter and the Grand 
Encampment ofI<nights Templar met in 1843 at New Haven and in 1856 at Hartford, 
prominent members of the Grand Lodge were the chief actors in reception and 
arrangements but no word is entered in the Proceedings of their involvement. 

Following the introduction of the Royal and Select Masters degrees into 
Connecticut Royal Arch Chapters; a 'Grand' Council was organized in 1819 with a 
future Grand Master at the head, but neither Grand Lodge nor Grand Chapter 
Proceedings mention these beautiful side degrees. 

A group of four Knights Templar organized themselves in traditional manner 
in 1796. In the 1820s the group expanded greatly and, in 1827, the Grand Command
ery was formed. No word in Grand Lodge records, then or now, mention when the 
Knights Templar were invited to provide an escort for the parade until the 
Centennial Parade in 1889. 

A document entitled 'Ordo ab Chao' reached the Grand Secretary in 1846 and 
was brought to the attention of the Grand Lodge. 

NOTE: "Ordo ab Chao", meaning "order out of chaos", is the motto of the 
Thirty-third Degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite. The term is first found in 
the patent of Count de Grasse, ~ated February I, 1802. Presumably, some of the 
Grand Lodge Officers wished to introduce the Scottish Rite into Connecticut at that 
time. 

This document claimed control over Scottish Rite Masonry in Connecticut and 
:he right to form and make Scottish Rite members in the State. Members of the Grand 
lodge were quick to assert the authority of the Grand Lodge as the governing power 
ir: the State and state that no other Body had the authority to form or act within 
Connecticut without the specific permission of the Grand Lodge. The matter was 
,ummarily tabled and did not surface again for some time. 

On the other hand, the Organization of the Masonic Veterans' Association was 
\liled with approval and given conspicuous support and financial assistance for 

; ::lan~' years. The Association originated at Derby in 1871, intended as a reunion of 
l '!d timers in the vicinity. No less than 500 Brethren rallied for the first outing and 
l der a few years the meetings began to be rotated around the state. The moving 
! 'Firit was Robert C. Naramore, who served as Venerable Master for 12 years and 
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d d by Past Grand Master William Wallace Lee, who became doubly a was succee e . d' 
25 year Veteran - as a Mason and as Venerable Master. For years the presl mg 
Grand Master met with them and the meetings are noticed in his a?dress as a 
pleasant experience. More recently the blandishments of other attractions and the 
pressures of a heavy Grand Lodge schedule ~fte~ b~ng notice of a regrettable 
absence. Recent developments in transportat~on l~dlcat~d. th~ advantage of a 
central meeting place, while the growing practIce of mtervlsltatlon, and the meet
ings of many satellite and rival groups, have somewhat affected attendance at these 
annual sessions. . 

In 1848 a special session had been called to consider unhappy differences 10 the 
Grand Lodge of New York (or rather an upheaval in .Masonic circles in New York 
City). Because several Connecticut Masons were mvolved, notably Henry C. 
Atwood, and because intervisitation was common, there wa~ ~ome c?nce~ ~bout 
regularity of membership, and so the use of Grand Lodge certificates, m additIOn to 
due trial, etc., came into vogue. About the ~me t~me, men ~ro~ north~estem 
Connecticut found it more convenient to obtam therr degrees m either Millerton, 
Now York, or CreAt BaU'1'illgton, Maspaehuaett8. Thitt CAused actlne dtfllC!.ulty ":h~n 
Montgomery Lodge (13) was revived at Lakeville in 1860. Als~, Connecticut re)ec.ts 
could slip into New York City and often find a way to get tharr degrees, usually m 
clandestine Lodges, thus creating additional difficulties. ~ . 

. But relations with New York were actually ruptured in 1878 f~llowmg the ~ 
called "Web~tuck Inddent". With restoration of the charter of HamIlton Lo~ge b=,) 

in Sharon it was discovered that several applicants were members of L?dge.s l~ New 
York. They met all the requirements for acceptance. under ConnectIcut J.un~pru. 
dence but had no~ complied with the New York requirements for a clear dlsml~S<ll. 
The controversy rose from a simmer to a boil. Lockwoo~ and. ~ther ConnectIcut 
legal lights resorted to every technicality but there was no dispOSItion t~ g~t t~gether 
in person to compromise the differences. Grand Masters stood on.thel" ~,Igmt~' and 
prerogatives, communications were slow, and a. New .York ~dlct of nommter~ 
course" appeared without warning. Upon reconslde:atlon: a httle (ommon gen~ 
was substituted for the technicalities, a few dollars paid up 10 back d,,~s, and peaCl' 
was restored. No one will swell with pride when reading the pr?ceed~ngs be~\\'eer. 
1876 and 1880, where the technical points in this dispute are weighed m detaIl. The 
situation in and around Westerly was mentioned earlier but there neve~ ~eems h' 
have been serious differences and difficulties in relations with the authOrItIes or tht' 
Brethren in Rhode Island. . '. 

The quality and uniformity of the ritual suffered mu.ch during the ~nti-Masom;( 
depression through lack of practice and rehearsal, and m 1847 a speCial comm~m.· 
cation was called at Middletown for instruction in the work and lectures. Only el~h~ 
Lodges were represented but among the delegates was Killian Van Rensselaer, tht'!" 
a resident of Stonington and a great name in Scottish Rite circles during the mid 10t~ 
century. The degrees were exemplified by a team from St. John's .~odge (.U.l'~ 
Hartford. In 1850 Grand Lodge Officers (again from Hartford) exemphfled the thlT .. 
degree at a special communication in Norwalk, and two ~ears la~er a. tea~ from ~ 
John's Lodge (4) exemplified all three degrees at a speCial meetmg 10 BrldgeJ.'l'~ 
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attended by representatives from 24 Lodges. Uniformity was the objective, no out
of-State lecturers were to be employed, and the value of county representatives was 
agreed upon. 

Time after time the Grand Master cautioned against leVity in the ritual (no 
unfamiliar topic today). It had been, and continued to be, a common practice to 
confer degrees on more than one candidate. For years uniformity was still being 
sought and the lectures were rehearsed in Grand Lodge. In 1864 a Grand Lecturer 
had been appointed and tried to function. He reported no two Lodges giving the 
same lectures, none of them standard, lectures generally omitted, with most Lodges 
using none at ~ll. The degrees were again exemplified in Grand Lodge (by a 
composite Hartford team) I and adopted as presented, but the four principal Officers 
of the Grand.Lodge were given discretion to modify the work. In 1865 the Grand 
Lecturer lamented the fact that he had received very few invitations, and two years 
later a Deputy Grand Lecturer was appointed in each county to hasten the spread 
of unifOrmity by taking the work nearer to the Lodges. In 1870 the Grand Lecturer 
reported the three New Haven Lodges, and five or six in Hartford county, were 
follOWing an acceptable standard in the work. At a special communication in 
Hartford in December, the chairs were filled by Officers of Lodges (4), (88), and 
(100). The candidate was James G. Batterson, famous building contractor and 
founder of the Travelers Insurance Company . 

In 1872, Connecticut Rock (92) was reported to be working degrees in the 
G~rman language and continued to do so for perhaps a half century. That same year 
the Grand Master exercised his undoubted prerogative and made a Mason "at 
sight". Apparently this is the only instance of such an occurrence in Connecticut, as 
it did not meet approval in Grand Lodge, although many "short order" Masons 
have been made. 

After a decade of not altogether successful effort, the Grand Lecturer was not 
reappointed, but at intervals thereafter the need of one was mentioned. In 1884 the 
District Deputies took over one evening of the Grand Lodge session and exempli
fied the Mason Mason degree. This same year it was decided to omit the GHS at 
opening and closing of the Grand Lodge, a decision soon carried down to the Lodge 
level, so it is now seldom used in the state. Soon after this the 'footwork' was 
dropped as a requirement. In 1887 a Masonic monitor was suggested but no action 
taken. In 1892, Public Grand Honors were the subject of some discussion, the 
proceedings containing a survey of the practices in several Grand Jurisdictions. In 
1898 a Committee on the Ritual was appointed which grew into our present 
Custodians of the Work. 

The Actual Past Masters' degree was often the subject of discussion in Grand 
lodge, but no firm stand was taken, as a consequence of which we have a variety 
of methods used in its conferral in the State today. In 1895 the Grand Lodge viewed 
and highly approved the use of steropticon slides to illustrate the lectures, the 
demonstration being staged by Wooster Lodge (79) of New Haven, where the same 
slides are probably being used on occasions, today. . 

In 1887, an unfortunate dispute arose which occasioned much discussion at the 
time. Hiram Lodge (1) of New Haven was injudiciously ordered by the Grand 
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Master, Henry H. Green, to change the Degree of a Master Mason (which had been 
used since their institution more than a century before) and conform to the new 
standard. No copy of the "edict" has been found. Protest from the Lodge led to 
insistence by the Grand Master. Refusal to conform led to threats of disciplinary 
measures. Determination of the Lodge to adhere to tradition collided with the 
Grand Master's assertion of authority. Both sides were wrong, and only by interpo
sition of cooler heads was revocation of the charter corrected in time for the Grand 
Lodge Centennial. Eight members of the Lodge were suspended for a year or two, 
and were then restored. The Grand Master who caused the trouble was himself on 
the black list ten years later. Old Hiram still uses the old Degree. 

The Grand Master who accomplished reconciliation (which was effected at a 
special communication of the Grand Lodge two months before the Centennial 
Observance) had no doubt labored diligently to accomplish settlement of all 
differences and smooth ruffled feathers. The controversy had ''brought scandal 
upon our beloved Order and lasting disgrace to those chiefly instrumental in giving 
it life, having awakened deep interest among the craft" nationwide, especially in the 
Fraternal RevlQwa. 'I'll" oniy b\dividuals msndonad are those I" th~ documents And 
letters exchanged, but the differences were by no means one-sided. Strength had 
prevailed over wisdom, or might over right, in the view of one commentator. 

The disadvantages, or inequity, of automatic promotion "f appointive Officers 
to subsequen~ elective office (as a foregone conclusion) was pointed out by earlier 
Gra~d Masters. Similarly, when some unexpected dropout occurred and the next 
one 'in line' was found to be totally unprepared to go ahead. The Constitution of the 
Grand Lodge still provides that any Mason in good standing is eligible for any 
Grand Lodge Office in the gift of the Craft. Election, however, has become more a 
matter of endorsement than popular choice. In Blue Lodges, however, no Mason 
may be elected Master who has not served in at least one of the Wardens stations. 
Any member in good standing is eligible for any other Lodge Office. 

The death of Israel M. Bullock in 1881 is the only instance when the Grand Lodge 
of Con~ecticut has been deprived of a presiding Grand Master. Burie:.l ~'ith Grand 
Lodge Ceremony, the subject of memorial volume, and honored b~' c1 memorial 
service at the next Grand Lodge, his portrait was the first to appear in Grand Lodge 
proceedings, by which a pattern was set for the now regular feature. 

No attempt will be made to mark just who all the greats were during this half 
century, but when Dwight Waugh concluded his address to the Grand Lodge in 
1886; he mentioned as his "illustrious predecessors" Edwards, Hosmer, Wolcott, 
Ingersoll, Brinsmade, Goodwin, Sanford, Bostwick and Storer. To this list Lock
wood certainly must be added, probably Lee, and perhaps others, according to the 
standards applied by any individual to make a choice for distinction. 

It so happens that only one Grand Master was expelled from the Fraternity, a 
decade after he left office and for acts attributed to his senility, but nonetheless for 
which he was punished. And there was one who simply quit the Fraternity, 
maintaining "the adoption of a per capita levy was un-Masonic". 

Outstanding events and occasions when Freemasonry sought a place in the 
public eye are noted in proceedings. In 1849 cornerstones of the Washington 
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Monument and the Smithsonian Institute had been laid with Masonic ceremony 
with Connecticut representatives present. The monument to Major General David 
Wooster, Father of Freemasonry in Connecticut, was completed at Danbury in 1854, 
bringing 30,000 visitors to the city. The cornerstone of Temple Beth Israel was laid 
at Hartford in 1876, that of the Court House at Bridgeport in 1887 among eight 
dedications of Masonic halls, etc., which took place that year. It was the laudable 
custom at that time to include a historical address in the printed proceedings, 
among which we find the following: a history of Freemasonry in Norwalk, in 1886 
volume; Farmington, Warren and Plainville, 1887; Waterbury, 1888; and a few years 
later Bethel, 1890; Bristol, 1891; and Hartford, 1894. 

It was the practice of the Grand Lodge during this half century to frequently 
attend St. Joh:t's Day observances, not only within but without the State. It met at 
Litchfield in 1869 with the observation that local programs had been held unbroken 
for more than 80 years. Grand Lodge attendance and support marked the 100th 
Anniversary of Hiram Lodge (1) at New Haven in 1850; for a Statewide observance 
of the centennial of Washington's Initiation, 1852; the ~entennial of Frcomftsonry in 
Ithode ISland, 18S7; dedt~ation of the monument at Yorktown in 1881; the centennial 
of the Death of Washington, etc. By such activities Freemasonry was restored to 
public favor, never higher than during the late 1800s. 

Morality was kept on a high plane during these decades as can be deduced from 
Lodge returns: the number of rejects; and reports of the grievance committees. In 
1857 the Grand Master had commented on the practice of connecting dancing with 
Freemasonry, and forebade the wearing of regalia at Masonic Balls. 

The use of alcohol within the Lodge room had been discouraged decades 
previously; but in 1862 was prohibited. The "rum traffic" came in for severe censure 
in 1842 and any connection with it was made sufficient cause for termination of 
membership, and, in some cases, for diScipline. From that point on Masonic 
organizations were not permitted to countenance the use of alcoholic liquors on the 
premises they owned, or occupied, until recent changes in the Grand Lodge Rules 
and Regulations, Chapter 10, "Masonic Offenses". 

Fraternal relations Were extended and visitations increased as the years went 
on. Grand representatives were exchanged as fast as new Grand Lodges were 
recognized or whenever the system was adopted. A complete review of the 
situation up to that time may be seen in the proceedings of 1895. There rarely were 
any out-of-State visits recorded and only occasionally were guests noted. However, 
in 1849 the Grand Secretaries of New York and Alabama were both present. Also the 
p!"esident of the Kentucky Masonic College, whose project was recommended as 
worthy and he as lawfully qualified to receive financial Support. In 1865 Albert G. 
Mackey, the great Masonic scholar, who waited out the Civil War behind the Cotton 
Curtain at Charleston, South Carolina, was a visitor and recipient of a purse 
amounting to $SOD. 

In 1879 Warren Lodge (50) appeared in Masonic regalia at the dedication of a 
monument to Nathan Hale in South Coventry, the Master ignoring an order from 
the Grand Master not to do so. This defiance resulted in the Master being disci
plined, but probably was the foundation for the supposition that the patriot spy was 
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a Freemason. Thus were many early American Heroes made Masons sight unseen. 
Smoking in the Lodge room was not uncommon until the 1890s when it was 

forbidden during degree work and finally banned altogether. A half century earlier, 
a not unusual vote in the local Lodges was one denying the use of tobacco unless the 
one using it provided his own spit-box! Putnam Lodge in South Woodstock 
continues an old custom of "fumigating" the Lodge room at the annual meeting. 

Freemasonry in Connecticut did very well without a code of Masonic Law, and 
Masonic parliamentary procedure was usually observed during annual meetings of 
the Grand Lodge, until expansion of the Fraternity and expansiveness of the Office 
holders in the 1850s. A revised Constitution and By-laws was printed in 1846 in 
sufficient numbers to supply and inform each initiate. Various revisions appear in 
proceedings as "amended and adopted" from time to time. "Decisions of the Grand 
Masters" and "Permanent Resolutions" were first compiled in 1858. All these are 
now Incorporated In a separate booklet. Masonic trials were IIrst regulated by lhe 
adoption of rules and procedure in 1859. Lockwood's manual on "1..1W and 
Jurisprudence" appeared in 1~67 and four copies were purchased for each Lodge in 
the state, some of which are still being used. In 1874, when · .. ockwood was Grand 
Master, he reported 27 decisions on 'Masonic' law; the next year the number was 25. 
When William Wallace Lee became Grand Master in 1876, he commented on the 
complexity of Masonic law as printed, and suggested a common sense versus a legal 
approach. And yet Grand Lodge proceedings a re full of instances where Solomon 
was called upon to pass judgment on some matter that God-given sense, and lh. 
ability to read, would have solved. 

In 1852 the matter of physical qualifica tion was left to the particula r Lodges. 
which are answerable today for the profiCiency and competency of theie candid.lles 
to demonstrate the signs and words of recognition. In 1865 dual membership w., 
discouraged, but in the present day is permitted. In 1865 it was confirmed that onlr 
past Wardens could be elected Masters of Lodges. However, any 1I.1>son in good 
sta nding in any Lodge in the State is still constitutionally qualified for any Oliic. in 
the Grand Lodge. Other rulings, decisions, resolutions, etc. have now been codified 
and indexed so that appeals to the Grand Lodge for decisions are less frequent, sine. 
he w ho reads can comprehend . 

It had been proposed as early as 1824 that the Sta te be districted but apparenlh 
was not even debated at the time. Fifty years later the proposa l for designalinn e; 
District Deputy Grand Masters did not meet with favor, but the Grand Ma,!e 
simply appointed proxies for the several counties. These "proxies" having rrOl·." 
their usefulness, a system of District Deputy Grand Masters was accepted a f." 
years later and dignified with the full title. Soon a iter, for reasons which can onlr ~ 
imagined, the title was shortened to District Deputy and they have conlinued as 
such w ith great effectiveness. 

The occasional "foreign" visitors who appeared in Grand Lodge during th:s 
first 100 years were registered simply as "visiting Masonic Dignitaries" . Gral"ll:! 

228 I 

FIRST CENTURY CONCLUDED 

Masters at thai time mad e very few out-of-slate trips. 
ASSOCIate Grand Chaplains were added in 1900 when clergymen were more 

promment as members of the Fraternity. Frequently they were leaders in the Craft 
~s three hav~ served as Grand Masters. As the place of the church beca me enlarged 
In the twentieth century pattern of competitive denominationalism the services o f 
Ihe pas tor became less available to the Lodge, and Associate Grand'Marshals were 
named optionally: Now customarily seen in the company of Ihe District Deputy as 
he makes hlS ofh~lal rounds as Inspector and instructor, the Associate Grand 
Marshal has occasIOnally become heir to the Depuly's position. 

JOHN H. SWARTWOUT, GRAND MASTER 
during the Centennial year, 1889 

/ 
/ , 

\01 E: A fu ll accounl of the Deputy syslem up unlillhat lime was prepared by Pasl 
Grand Maste r Earle K. Haling, Grand Secrelary, and published in Ihe Proceedings 
of 1963. 
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THANI<: YOU, MR. EDWARDS 

This chapter and the first 100 years of the Gra nd Lodge ended with observance of 
the centennial at New Haven in 1889. A Memorial Volume was prepared by Grand 
Secretary joseph K. Wheeler with considerable biographical a nd historical material 
included . It feU to the lo t of john H . Swartwout to occupy the chair in the Grand East 
and we reprint paragraphs relating to the event from his address to the Grand Lodge 
the following january: 

"On July 10th, was celebrated the Centennial Anniversary of this 
Grand Lodge. The day was fair though threatening, yet a glo rious day for 
the work on hand, enabling the four thousand (4,000) Masons in line to 
march with apparent comfort . As the bell tolled the hour of twelve, the 
procession turned into Elm Street, passing the Grand Master and Associate 
Officers in review.-

"A magnificent body of men had assembled to do honor to the day. 
which commemorates the organization of Masonry in OU T State, and, 
evidenced by their presence, a loya l adherence to the principles of our 
order. -

"The exercises incident to the Centennial were held at the Hyperion 
Theater,at threeo'clockP.M.,and consisted of a his torical address, a poem, 
and -a n oration, interspersed with appropria te and highly effective vocal 
music, beautifully rendered by an admirable double quartet qf male voices 
from Boston.-

"A t the opening of the exercises a very pleasing ci rcumstance oc
curred. Finding no gavel provided with w hich tocall the assembly to order, 
I espied the Worshipful Master of Union Lodge No.5, who cheerfully 
presented his gavel for use. It thus happened that the gavel used at the 
centenni ." , was not only from my own Lodge, but the one used by me, 
while Maste r of the Lodge and as Grand Master of Masons in Connecticut. 
The va lue of that gavel has materially increased . Among our guests. were 
representa,ti ves from the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts, Rhode Isla ld, 
Ne\v York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland. and Utah. -

. "During the evening, a concert a nd banquet, follO\ved by spep~hp!" 
clDsed /'i n 4lvent ful L1i1)'. hnnared ~n il Feriecling honol' upon Maolui nry, ,IOj 

merely in our own, but in sister jurisdictions.-" 

It It It It It 

The printed invitation (w ith cover) w hich was sent prior to the Ccntcnni.l! 
Celebration in 1889, is shown on the next page. 
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APPENDIX A I J 
to 

Chapter VIII J 
. 

THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS -. BICENTENNIAL REPORT J 
. ABSTRACT OF RETURNS FROM SUBORDINATE LODGES. 

I~J A.L. 5890 (End of 1889 Year) 

..( - ~ ~J c CII = .0 tv 
e ." e ." CII ." :::0 

Vl 

." e CII 
:E CII 

tv 
CII ." ." ." ." 

~ 
." ]4 ~ ]4 - c ~ CII .... tT1 

CII ." ." fO - - .lIII CII Qi t 0 e 

~J 
~ CII CII - ell 's U ~ ." ell C e ell ~ CII 'iI d CII 
.• ell .... .; 

Jl 
ell .; 

Q ~ )( Q :z Dues :5 lIS .... en (/) "-J D:: Post Office Address c.. D:: < = Name of Lodge No. Secretary 

~ 45 45 78 424 $84.80 0 Henry W. Sanford New Haven 45 
7 191 35 31.20 

~J 
Hiram 1 

5 1 1 Ira L. Gardiner Middletown 5 5 
11 2 559 193 73.20 

St. John's 2 
15 16 8 1 Bridgeport, 45 Wall Street 1~ 

566 147 83.80 
St. John's 3 E. Stewart Sumner 

19 6 1 3 3 Hartford 18 i9 
180 32 29.60 

St. John's 4 J. Seymour Chase 
5 4 4 1 2 4 8 3 -Union 5 Robert A. Reynolds Stamford 

4 3 1 6 - 246 56 38.00 Norwalk 2 4 
139 35 20.80 I J 

St. John's 6 W. E. Montgomery 
1 2 2 Arthur D. Warner Woodbury 1 1 

2 110 14 19.20 
King Solomon's 7 

5 -Samuel A. Patterson .5tra,ford 5 5 
96 27 13.80 

St. John'S 8 
2 2 2 1 Compass 9 O. E. Powers ~.llingforci 

2 2 3 63 27 7.20 William H. Reynolds Cokhcster 4 2 
100 5 19.00 

Wuuslt.'r 10 

1 2 4 

I J 
litchfield 1 1 

36.80 

St. P.,ul'!> 11 M. l.. Cummings 
13 13 1 5 217 33 12 '.11. n.lrlow Birmin~h.,m, I.. Box to50 12 

133 4 25.80 

Kin~ llir.lm 
J 5 C; 1 1 -M""t"~''''\I"rv 11 hi F 1~.\VI\,,'ttnl c.;.Ili .. hury 

. --- ...... ;.: ... --, -' 

J Frl.~h.·rlC:k 14 I. v. fl.utsun PLlinvilll.' 
74 14.80 

Moriah 15 Anthony Ames Danielsonville . 
5 4 4 1 3 3 259 30 45.80 

Temple 16 Fred Doolittle Cheshire 3 4 4 5 2 88 2 17.20 I J 
Federal 17 D.F.Hannon Watertown 10 10 10 3 1 2 115 15 20.00 
Hiram 18 James M. Blackman Sandy Hook 1 2 2 2 2 60 5 11.00 
Washington 19 Charles G. Sherman Stepney Depot 1 1 1 

1 97 32 13.00 
Harmony 20 James A. Swanston New Britain 2 5 4 4 5 2 231 36 39.00 I j 
St. Peters 21 Charles B. Warner New Milford 7 8 7 1 1 4 5 1 134 3 26.20 
Trumbull 22 T. Parsons Dickerman New Haven 14 15 14 4 3 - 161 16 29.00 
St. James 23 Maxton Holmes Norwich 3 3 3 1 4 2 169 7 32.40 
Uriel 24 G. H. Nichols South Willington 9 9 8 

2 82 19 12.60 
Columbia 25 William H. H. Miller South Glastonbury 3 3 3 2 1 76 10 13.20 I J 
Columbia 26 H. H.Squire East Haddam 

65 6 11.80 
Rising Sun 27 M.a. Hara Washington Depot 

3 1 88 4 16.80 
MorningStar 28 Corbin Bassinger Warehouse Point 

1 1 38 4 6.80 
Village 29 Charles C. Chapman Collinsville 7 7 7 3 2 160 33 25.40 

2dJ 
DaySpring 30 R. Lyon Henry Hamden 5 5 8 2 1 1 103 - 20.60 
Union 31 Coleby C. Jeffrey New London 1 1 1 3 5 3 319 59 52.00 
Siloam 32 Richard H. Tucker Old Saybrook 

1 1 27 6 4.20 "V 
tv Friendship 33 Foster A. Whitney Southington 6 5 5 3 1 2 2 144 10 26.80 tr1 
Vol 

~J 
Vol Somerset 34 John T. Crary Norwich 6 5 5 2 5 3 358 39 63.80 

St. Marks 36 Andrew]. Ketchen Tariffville 3 4 4 6 1 1 71 12 11.80 
Western Star 37 C. W. DeMartin Norfolk 3 3 3 1 45 9.00 
St. Albans 38 Alvin B. Palmer Guilford 11 10 10 5 1 1 101 10 18.20 > Ark 39 David H. Miller Georgetown 1 1 1 2 55 11.00 

J 
Union 40 James H. Welsh Danbury 23 19 17 3 6 9 321 56 53.00 
Harmony 42 John Breedon Waterbury, Box 747 7 9 8 1 1 1 1 300 112 37.60 
Trinity 43 Wm. H. Chapman Deep River 3 3 3 1 1 1 1 74 24 10.00 
Eastern Star 44 A. C. Everest Willimantic 10 9 7 2 5 3 7 214 25 37.80 
Pythagoras 45 Henry B. Sisson Hamburg 1 1 1 

51 2 9.80 

I j 
Putnam 46 Ralph J. Sabin Pomfret 4 4 4 2 2 175 45 26.00 
Morning Star 47 Gabriel Stewart Seymour 8 9 9 2 1 170 50 24.00 
St. Luke's 48 Wm. H. Stewart Kent 5 4 4 1 48 9.60 
Jerusalem 49 Wm. S. Todd, M.D. Ridgefield 2 2 5 2 61 10 10.20 
Warren 50 A. E. Harmon South Coventry 2 2 2 41 8.20 I J 
Warren 51 Robert S. Mitchell Portland, Box 133 5 5 4 3 105 22 16.60 Mt. Olive 52 Richard S. Mather Essex 3 2 2 2 83 17 13.20 Hamilton 54 John M. Reed Sharon 1 2 2 1 54 1 10.60 Seneca 55 Charles Alldis Torrington 3 3 3 1 2 2 2 135 5 26.00 

J 
Franklin 56 C. T. Olcott Bristol 8 6 6 2 3 1 201 11 38.00 
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Name of Lodge No, Secretary Past Office Address c.. .~ = U) LIol = Z ~ Dues 

Asylum 57 George W. Burtch gonington, Box 34 1 2 2 1 2 1 97 30 13.40 
Apollo 59 E. W. Latham Saffield • 2 2 2 2 1 1 89 24 13.00 

J Wolcott 60 Russell Colburn Stlfford 2 2 2 1 2 69 13.80 
Housatonic 61 Peter Hicks Cmaan 1 64 12.80 
Orient 62 Edward E. King &st Hartford 4 4 4 2 1 6 2 91 25 13.20 

~J Adelphi 63 Jason P. Thomson NlewHaven 5 5 5 1 2 7 11 - 296 54 48.40 
St. Andrews 64 William B. Phelps West Winsted 9 8 8 1 2 1 9 1 227 26 40.20 
Temple 65 Loren T. Day Westport 3 3 ' 3 1 1 1 84 23 12.20 
Widow's Son 66 L. A. Merriam Branford 4 4 4 2 - 123 17 21.20 
Harmony 67 Christian H. Rover New Canaan 6 4 6 1 80 12 13.60 d 
Charity 68 John W. Chapman Mystic Bridge 3 3 3 2 3 - 201 55 29.20 

~J N Fayette. 69 W. R. Mills Rockville, Box 723 10 10 12 3 3 1 114 14 20.00 
~ Washington 70 James McCormick Windsor 7 7 7 95 10 17.00 

Relief 71 Ira W. Jackson Mystic Bridge 2 2 2 1 2 71 6 13.00 
Manchester 73 Judson W. Cobb Sauth Manchester 14 13 13 4 2 1 6 163 36 25.40 tr1 
Mt. Vernon 75 Frederick S. Barrows Jewett City 1 2 2 1 1 1 101 - 20.20 

~J Continental 76 H. F. McReynolds Waterbury 10 11 15 2 3 2 2 2 4 131 10 24.20 
Meridian 77 George A. Davis Nlmden, 641 Broad Street 10 10 10 1 2 2 4 2 238 17 44.20 
Shepherd 78 Samuel Chevalier Naugatuck, Box 280 11 9 9 1 2 3 2 2 173 27 29.20 

&1 Wooster 79 F. Stanley Bradley New Haven, 102 Wall Stree·t 18 18 18 4 2 2 1 11 3 540 104 87.20 
Washington 81 J. D. Allison Qemwell 7 4 4 1 92 14 15.60 J George 

Washington 82 Burnett A. Cramer ADsonia 10 :0 10 1 3 2 - 164 26 27.60 
Eureka 83 John R. Mansfield Bdhel 11 9 7 1 2 2 - 138 11 25.40 
Olive Branch 84 E. L. Hitchcock Westville 6 6 5 1 1 2 2 - 213 63 30.00 

I J Acacia 85 William S. Reynolds Gmenwich, Lock Box 25 4 4 4 2 1 1 1 154 20 26.80 
Daskam 86 E. W. Hutchinson !\4dison 1 1 1 3 8 1 2 80 19 12.20 
Madison 87 Henry B. Wilcox Ma.$on 1 1 1 1 85 19 13.20 
Hartford 88 B. W. Edwards H:mtford, 14 Goodwin Street 22 22 22 4 1 3 3 5 402 11 78.20 
Ansanti'lwi'lt.' 89 George A. Roberts Milford, Box 296 4 4 1 1 1 3 1 107 11 19.20 I J r .. ,wr.lhl,·k 'Hl r. II. HiII.ud Westerly, R.I. 3 3 2 2 1 1 1 - 124 14 22.00 
St. M.uk',. III J,m"'1& W CiI1in G,anhy 3 3 3 ·1 2 1 65 11 10.80 

(,.', ............. ". J Rock 92 Char! ... os C. Warner ~ Haven, Box 781 DOric 94 Robert B. Wilson 20 20 20 1 • - 1 3 167 5 1tiIompsonville 32.40 ]eptha Q5 John H. Parker 
. 2 2 2 1 104 20.80 Union 96 S.S. Lamb 

Ointon, Box 156 1 1 1 2 1 1 I J Center Thomaston 4 4 4 1 
63 2 12.20 

97 S. W. Kenworthy Meriden, Broad Street 2 2 2 2 115 4 22.20 Hiram 98 William J. Nearing lloomfield 
5 5 5 2 3 3 1 144 11 26.60 

WyUys 99 J. M. Foote, Jr. West Hartford 5 7 7 
1 44 2 8.40 

La Fayette 100 Ellison H. Young Hartford, Box 6 4 84 16.80 
Evening Star 4 4 4 I J 101 Henry W. Ackerman Unionville 131 10 24.20 Brainard 102 C. W. Churchill New London 

2 2 2 1 2 1 64 12.80 
Corinthian 103 E. F. Eaton Northford 

8 6 4 2 1 1 lOB 2 21.20 
Corinthian 104 R. J. Thompson 3 3 3 1 15 1 88 15 14.60 
Lyon lPlidgeport 17 14 15 2 2 105 Wm. H. Yeomans Columbia 2 3 181 3 35.60 I J Quinebaug 106 Anson A. Buchanan 1 1 1 1 37 2 7.00 Putnam 8 8 8 Old Well 108 Thaddeus Guyer 1 126 16 22.00 
Euclid South Norwalk 5 7 6 2 1 109 Horace Everett W"mdsor Locks 2 6 167 7 32.00 
Ionic 110 D. H. Parsons 4 4 4 2 62 2 12.00 
Oriental 11 1 Salmon H, North 

Stafford Springs 6 6 7 1 1 7 1 1 114 9 21.00 ~J Anchor 112 L. A. Barton 
Broad Brook, Box 312 3 3 3 1 2 1 6 1 1 80 3 15.40 

N Moosup 113 Thomas E. Main 
&st Hampton 1 1 1 1 55 10 9.00 

~ Evergreen Moosup 4 4 4 ~ 
114 William B. Parmelee Sauth Windsor, Box 26 3 2 

2 87 13 14.80 t:1 
Anna won 115 James c. Hyde 2 1 27 6 4.20 ~J Oxoboxo" 

West Haven 3 3 3 1 3 11 6 Charles Hope 88 4 16.80 
Centennial Montville 5 5 4 4 118 Frederick H. Arnold New Britain 42 2 8.00 
Granite 119 Arnold H. Hayden 

2 2 2 1 79 23 11.20 > Hzddam 
Bay View 120 Charles J. Luce 

1 1 1 1 57 11.40 
Amos Beecher 

N"antic 4 4 4 3 1 J 121 H. Coleby Case New Hartford 61 2 11.80 5 5 5 3 111 12 19.80 
"Returns and dues received after the annual sessiOl'l. 
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COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR NORTH AMERICAN GRAND LODGES 
For the Year 1889 J 

No. Sus- Sus-
Subor- Member- Alfil- Re- pended pended Net 

Grand Lodge dinates ship Raised iated stored Died Dimtted NPD & ExpeJJed Gain 
Net 

~J Loss 
~ 

N Alabama 375 11,533 627 415 347 265 511 542 37 34 w Arizona 14 569 49 23 6 8 35 14 20 "'-J 
Arkansas 415 13,670 544 363 113 257 476 484 65 
CaJifornia 262 18,208 1,192 547 185 342 380 421 .4 717 
Colorado 91 7,257 392 277 82 76 210 174 7 234 

tr1 

262 ~J 
03 

Connecticut 111 16,813 693 106 34 281 94 304 4 181 
Delaware 20 2,077 97 11 3 27 13 13 1 38 
D. of Columbia 25 4,948 258 76 49 65 84 91 134 
Rorida 153 4,393 268 171 73 90 214 245 7 44 

J 
Georgia 410 17,317 975 479 
Idaho 30 1,152 69 42 3 21 32 19 2 42 
Illinois 719 52,509 3,316 927 306 736 1,124 945 15 1,782 
Indiana 481 28,439 1,815 752 230 450 738 595 24 932 J 
Indian Territory 80 2,908 323 283 22 41 174 108 7 326 
Iowa 478 26,890 1,506 837 280 319 789 741 27 787 
Kansas 353 19,595 995 501 133 825 640 368 5 371 
Kentucky 409 18,367 1,406 491 399 302 634 1,085 24 249 J 
Louisiana 130 5,761 283 94 37 126 91 179 2 16 
Maine 193 21,963 837 137 50 364 209 205 3 144 
Maryland 100 7,310 476 87 30 96 107 78 7 305 J 



No. Sus- Sus- J Subor- Member- Affil- Re- pended pended Net Net 
Grand Lodge dinates . ship Raised uted stored Died DimHed NPD Ie Expelled Gain Loss 

Massachusetts 234 35,913 1,948 2,300 86 481 402 330 5 1,210 - J Michigan 384 38,668 1,947 507 94 548. _676 403 9 262 
Minnesota 205 13,428 761 285 57 183 373 239 15 293 
Mississippi 269 9,061 402 251 212 193 314 -289 15 54 
Missouri 563 30,160 1,325 . 871 269 458 539 817 74 277 

J Montana 43 2,626 194 62 17 36 65 71 3 135 
Nebraska 220 11,836 588 283 70 113 604 408 9 66 
Nevada 20 948 36 25 12 17 36 27 1 6 

~ 
New Hampshire 77 8,963 428 12 166 113 43 1 175 
New Jersey 166 16,094 904 191 75 240 192 315 4 419 
New York 737 90,874 5,796 906 1,131 1,322 1,023 2,930 27 2,301 
New Mexico 21 ·883 63 27 6 20 24 114 43 
North Carolina 290 10,041 471 180 89 171 281 272 78 63 

N 
North Dakota 46 2,535 233 64 13 15 95 25 2 173 

~J w Oklahoma 87 1,085 101 109 3 10 64 43 159 
00 Ohio 498 40,839 2,507 609 883 645 735 1,704 49 932 

Oregon 102 4,874 267 151 42 81 119 193 7 60 trJ 
Pennsylvania 425 49,589 2,487 682 834 499 719 1,117 

~J Rhode Island 37 4,893 315 16 8 59 26 20 232 
South Carolina 181 5,723 320 112 177 191 180 
South Dakota 92 4,243 262 91 24 32 327 132 8 32 ~ Tennessee 421 17,682 755 505 161 354 583 271 68 905 
Texas 609 27,662 1,491 1,494 257 489 1,539 706 103 891 J Utah 9 763 49 33 3 9 18 32 1 25 
Vermont 102 9,694 433 105 35 145 137 97 214 
Virginia 366 12,652 700 283 93 222 426 318 32 80 
Washington 101 4,991 539 179 48 64 183 223 11 32 

J West Virginia 110 . 5,867 459 91 45 74 158 123 6 285 
Wisconsin 236 16,408 Ql6 298 85 236 310 334 39 407 
Wyoming 15 1,023 6It 28 6 15 22 9 5 47 

11,448 763,689 42,557 16,795 6,109 11,662 16,647 18,024 814 17,466 569 J 
_". ____ A" ____ ,_ 

J D. Culumbi" 24 i.272 III Canada 41 2 10 68 356 23,351 33 1 42 
Manitoba 54 

1,186 837 153 2S5 637 587 11 2,413 166 
New Brunswick- 167 84 20 . 13 100 31 1,764 82 27 8 

84 3 71 

J Nova Scotia 64 86 65 49 8,351 216 82 23 P. Edward Island 12 515 
22 43 86 77 114 

Quebec 21 9 4 3 56 8,530 216 47 
16 7 11 11 42 99 72 3 58 

597 36,196 1,999 627 220 j 402 1,081 909 18 462 23 

Total 12,045 799,885 44,556 17,422 6,829 12,064 17,728 18,933 832 17,928 592 J - Last year's report 
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Date of 
Election 

Jan. 15, 1890 
Jan. 21, 1891 
Jan. 20, 1892 
Jan. 18, 1893 
Jan. 17, 1894 
Jan. 16, 1895 
Jan. 15, 1896 
Jan. 20 1897 
Jan. 17, 1898 
Jan. 18, 1899 
jan. 17, 1900 
Jan. 16, 1901 
Jan. 15, 1902 
jan. 22, 1903 
Jan. 20, 1904 
Jan 18, 1905 
jan. 17, 1906 
jan. 16, 1907 
jan. 15, 1908 
Jan. 21, 1909 
Jan. 19, 1910 
Jan. 18, 1911 
jan. 17, 1912 
Feb. 5, 1913 
Feb. 4, 1914 
Feb. 3, 1915 
Feb. 2, 1916 
Feb. 7, 1917 
Feb. 6, 1918 
Feb. 5, 1919 

.".UNCU"AL UH:I<':l!I{S 01: THE GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT FROM 1889-1919 

Grand Deputy 
Master G. Master 

C. Buckingham. Hugh Stirling 
Hugh Stirling Wm. E. Hyde 

Samuel Bassett 
Samuel Bassett H.D. Warner 
H.O. Warner James H. Welch· 

1ames H. Welch· George A. Kies 
George A. Kies F. W. Havens 
F. W. Havens George G. McNall 
George G. McNall John D. Rowland 
john D. Rowland Fred S. Stevens" 
Fred S. Stevens" A. C. Wheeler 
A. C. Wheeler L. M. Woodford 
L. M. w)odford George E. Parsons 
George E. Parsons Asa P. Fitch 
Asa P. Fitch Benj. F. Turner 
Benj. F. Turner And. 1. Hallock 
And. 1. Hallock Edward E. Fuller 
Edward E. Fuller W. G. Granniss 
Weston G. Granniss Fred A. Verplanck 
Fred A. Verplanck R. B. Chapman 
Randolph B. Chapman justin Holden 
justin Holden Wi1bur S. Comstock 
Wilbur S. Comstock Edgar H. Parkman 
Edgar H. Parkman Clarence R. Austin 
Clarence R. Austin Thomas McKenzie 
Thomas McKenzie Leonard j. Nickerson 
Leonard J. Nickerson William F; English 
William F. English Wallace S. Moyle 
Wallace S. Moyle Charles C. Perkins 

Grand Sr. 
Warden 

Wm. W.Price 
Samuel Bassett 
Chris E. Prince 
james H. Welch 
M. Leavenworth· 
And: C. Uppett 
F. W.Havens 
George G. McNall 
John O. Rowland 
Fred S. Stevens· 
A. C. Wheeler 
L. M. Woodford 
George E. Parsons 
Asa P. Fitch 
Benj. F. Turner 
And J. Hallock 
Edward E. Fuller 
W. G. Granniss 
Fred A. Verplanck 
R. B. Chapman 
justin Holden 
Wilbur S. Comstock 
Edgar H. Parkman 
Clarence R. Austin 
Thomas McKenzie 
Leonard j. Nickerson 
William F. English 
Wallace S. Moyle 
Charles C. Perkins 
Charles W. Cramer 

Grand Jr. 
Warden 

Wm. E. Hyde 
Chris E. Prince 
H.D. Warner 
M. Leavenworth· 
And. C. Uppett 
George A. Kies 
George G. McNall 
john D. Rowland 
Fred S. Stevens· 
A. C. Wheeler 
L. M. Woodford 
George E. Parsons 
Asa P. Fitch 
Ben;. F. Turner 
And. J. Hallock 
Edward E. Fuller 
W. G. Granniss 
Fred A. Verplanck 
R. B. Chapman 
Justin Holden 
Wilbur S. Comstock 
Edgar H. Parkman 
Clarence R. Austin 
Thomas McKenzie 
Leonard J. Nickerson 
William F. English 
Wallace S. Moyle 
Charles C. Perkins 
Charles W. Cramer 
Frank L. Wilder 

Grand 
Treasurer 

10hnG. Root 

Miles W. Graves 

Stanley B. Bosworth 
" 

Died Apr. 29, 1916 
joseph Buths 

" 

Grand 
Secretary 

J 
J 
j 

J 
j 

J 
j 

J 
j 

j 

j 
Jos. K. Wheeler 

J 
Died Sept. 10,1894 
John H. Barlow J 

j 

Died June 16, 1908 J. 
Frank W. Havens .i 

J 
J 



N ... 
tn 

:<';l33&":<'Z 
~t:l:'>:I>O"' ..... o 
::It:lQ.::S=-~rrl 
c~t'D '< e. ~ 
!II :To " '" .. 
aOlll1lI -.:::I0-

Ul.-gJo;-!:l 
""':t :r!l' 3 C'" ~ 
::l=rI'D>, ifiil 
~ ;:j'~=-C" 3 
_ . !T; ~'<~ "'tI 
::I ~ - 3 c..:::-. 
~~~~§rD~ 
;"~!:;~'<~o 
;:~ ~ e-g;g ~ 
g::s ~~1f3~ 

011 ..... .::: 0 t:I s:: N 

~fi: e:=;a~~ 
R- ::s {;-S."g ~~. 
::I 0 .... ::::l 01:1 "1 

o Q. o~ "2. 5' ~ 
~~:i"°~o5' ll ::r ... 3::::Olll< 
ooo<llIRt"Ir" a '< a ~ 0 8 ::!. ;c.::s t'D ..,&;: o 
.... I'DOQtb Q.::sc 
o ~ 1lI ;§ ,:;. ..... <II 

:i"rn:!~~:rg. .;:r ..... ,"o1'I>1lI 

5~~:r.5·~::l ::s - t:I :::l O'Q ::l. !/I 

A -g.~~ ~:rEl 
on:r'o.llIll1Q. 
3 2' ri' c.. III ......... 

-g;::~co~2: 
:::r.o~"2rortl 0"'-' _ .... "" 
t;"~ ~ 0 g g. ~ 
. 0"'g:r;!!..<"c. 

! O"'rtI'< ~ i3' 
::r=:~::S 1'tl 3 
EI~32.~ llI 
e- a. ~ 9.:'9. ~ 
R ::i' 2. :::. e.. 1lI 

(X:r=-r.i::l::! 
tl>t:I,III :r ?-C 

o' > ;'cTii' ~ ::: 
::l ::l ,., :r ::- g 
~~~~38 
~;; ~'-g E-..3 
't? r~~~ 
:; ;) , ' ; ' : 'l 

Year of 
Record 

1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1'I 1K 
l'IP ' 

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS FOR THE· PERIOD 1890-1919 

Total 
Number of Membc'rship Total No. Atfil- Rein- Sus- Ex-

Lodges January 1 Raised iated stated Demits NPD's pended pelled 

111 15,434 580 108 34 123 124 3 2 
111 15,505 628 98 41 102 144 2 4 
110 15.641 631 . 95 35 94 164 5 3 
110 15,820 576 83 34 93 94 1 4 
111 16,047 588 94 54 125 106 7 1 
111 16.5]4 664 113 39 76 158 0 1 
111 16,632 693 108 34 94 204 3 1 
109 16.813 705 87 45 101 165 4 2 
109 17,053 673 89 33 68 223 1 3 
109 17,232 718 89 50 66 173 2 5 
110 17,446 753 75 40 82 489 3 3 
110 17,397 874 55 57 84 321 2 
110 17,730 908 26 55 87 155 1 1 
110 18,514 974 85 48 B6 72 0 2 
110 19,047 983 150 53 BB 148 1 1 
110 19,346 1,099 88 31 82 80 2 1 
110 20,087 1.128 97 39 100 92 1 1 
110 20,752 1,156 84 34 98 105 0 1 
110 21 ,410 1,078 11 5 34 112 94 0 1 
110 22,108 1,143 88 32 BB 91 0 3 
110 22,586 1,087 67 28 99 94 0 0 
110 23,251 1,069 57 > 40 94 87 0 
110 23,684 1,11 4 65 38 89 85 0 1 
110 24,281 1,193 67 25 84 103 46 4 
110 24,8 15 1,217 84 32 126 125 5 0 
110 25.37Lt 1.1 90 97 27 98 116 6 1 
110 L5.~ .~3 1,567 89 56 72 139 7 0 
110 26.954 1.711 77 32 76 100 0 0 
111 28, 114 1,1,142 70 36 130 80 2 2 
112 2'1..117 25112 105 60 150 127 2 3 

MASONIC HOME IN WALLINGFORD -1894 

Deaths 

258 
278 
238 
261 
263 
278 
281 
227 
172 
214 
332 
338 
332 
361 
465 
367 
384 
417 
407 
406 
463 
453 
466 
437 
479 
482 
517 
481 
589 
520 

Membersh ip 
December 31 

15,505 
15,&41 
15R20 
16,047 
16,514 
16.632 
16,813 
17,053 
17,232 
17,446 
17,397 
17,730 
18,514 
19,047 
19,346 
20.087 
20,752 
21,410 
22,108 
22,586 
23,251 
23,684 
24,281 
24,815 
25,378 
25,983 
26,954 
28,11 4 
29.417 
31.298 
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SMOOTH SAILING 
1890 -1919 

~ ~ ...--, .~ 

After 100 years, the number of subordinate Lodges in Connecticut reached a 
total of 111, and membership came to 15,000(±) Master Masons, an average of about 
135 members per Lodge. The number of Lodges was to remain about the same 
although the membership practically doubled in the next 30 years. 

Brother Joseph Kellogg Wheeler (1834-1894), Grand Secretary for 27 years, died 
in his office on October 10, 1894, in the 28th year of service. He wrote his own eulogy 
which" appeared as the lead story in the commemorative Bicentennial Volume. 
Universal and well-earned praise was accorded him in the obituary notices from 
around the nation in the Fraternal Correspondence published in Annexes to Grand 
Lodge Proceedings. His successor, John H. Barlow, moved into an office in the 
Masonic Temple and the Office became a full-time position. The work was soon 
made easier by the acquisition of a typewriter and a telephone. In 1908, Gra~d 
Secretary Barlow was authorized to hire a part-time clerk/stenographer, when 
needed. On AprU 1, 1908, the list of disbursements by the Grand Treasurer shows 
an amount of $480 paid to John Barlow as salary for himself and a stenographer for 
the first quarter of 1908. It was not until 1918, however, that a successor, George A. 
Kies, was permitted to employ a woman to serve full-time a{stenographer/typist 
and office assistant. T~e job was given to Miss Marie B. Sproat who remained in that 
position for 52 years, retiring in 1959. The Grand Treasurer was custodian and 
"watch-dog" of the funds. Appropriations for conduct of routine business were 
normal, while expenditures for relief grew with increased demands. Voluntary 
response to repeated appeals for cash to support the Masonic Home did not meet 
expectations, so an assessment of 75 cents per capita was voted in 1896. The routine 
per-capita for Grand Lodge operations rose to 30 cents in 1888, dropped to 15 cents 
in 1889, 20 cents il) 1890,25 cents in 1900, and 35 cents in 1920 where it remained for 
many years. In the meantime, the per-capita assessment for the Masonic Charity 
Foundation has risen, by degrees, to $1.00 in 1910, and $2.15 in 1923. 
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THE MASONIC TEMPLE 
Ann St., Harlford 

Site of lhe Grand Lodge Office 
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SMOOTH SAILING 

JOHN H. BARLOW 
Grand Secretary -1895-1908 
iBegillll illg of 1881 Proceedillgs) 

The slight fluctuation in the number of Lodges was because of a merger of two 
Lodges in the Mystic area, the resultant body, Charity and Relief lodge, actually 
meeting wit hin the town bounds afGrotan. There was trouble in Warren Lodge (50) 
.1t Andover in 1894 and 3 years later the charter was surrendered "to avoid 
impending renewa l of an old dissension." A t about the sa me time, in the adjacent 
sparsely populated town of Col umbia, lyon Lodge (l05) died of "dry rot". Disad
\'an taged members could obtain a certificate of good s tanding if qualified, a 
rel!uirement for affi liation elsewhere. 

The figure of about 500 initiates in 1889 practically doubled 20 years later and 
more than redoubled in another 10. The number of rejects remained about the S'H11l' 

unti l the World War I period but seen1S to haveavernged about 1 in 4 applicants. The' 
,werage number of members per Lodge had doubled not only in the state but 
throughout the nation. In 1894, Connecticut Lodges had the highest ave ra ge 
membership of .111 jurisdictions except the District of Columbia . These figures are a 
great contrast to those reported as we reach the Bicentennial Year. 

249 



--, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
THANK YOU, MR. EDWARDS 

At the "tum of the century", an arbitrary date when historians and others "took 
stock", the 802 members in Hiram Lodge at New Haven and the 35 in Siloam Lodge 
at Saybrook were the high and low extremes. After a lapse of 62 years the newly 
revived Blazing Star Lodge at West Cornwall began with 13 members in 1900. By 
year's end, that number had risen to 29. The average Lodge size was about 160at that 
date. Sixty one Lodges hap gained in membership and only 3 reported no work. 

The Grand Master in 1900 reported a "return of prosperity to business circles in 
Connecticut and the resumption of a healthy growth in the fraternity" but cautioned 
against too little care at the ballot box. The number of rejects almost doubled. One 
Lodge had accepted and initiated a man with a wooden leg. Year after year the 
Grand Master struck an optimistic chord in his report with a continuation of the 
caveat against imperfect and flawed material. A movement toward the urban areas 
becomes apparent. 

In 1906 there had been a "large gain" which was attributed in part to visits the 
Grand Secretary had made to the "smaller and weaker" Lodges in the "more 
remote" localities. The Grand Master exulted over the fact that in his rounds he often 
met with a gathering of "one hundred or more". There were some shortcomings: A 
year or two after an assessment was imposed to get the Home off to a flying start, 
a survey showed that 13 Lodges had not paid up. 

It was in 1906 that the membership in Connecticut passed-the 20,000 mark with 
average Lodge membership reaching 188. Nationally, membership stood at 1,011,547 
in 12,637 Lodges for an average of 80 per Lodge. World records list 21,042 Lodges 
with a total membership of 1,451,531, for an average of69 members per Lodge. The 
United States now had 60% of the World's Lodges and 70% of the World's Masons. 
(See the following ~hart "Masons in the World" compiled by Stephen Berry, Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Main in 1906.) Each year, from Grand Masters, the 
warning sounded to more carefully scrutinize the record of applicants, and to 
discourage rapid advancement without sufficient indoctrination. T!\ere was a 
warning against '~clandestine Masons" and "imposters" with emphasis on the need 
for wit~holding examination of visitors until preAentation gf docu~nrntary e\·i· 
dence of Lodge membership by name and location. Some years later tile situation 
led to provision of a roster of regular Lodges nationwide and a similarity in dues 
cards so that any Mason could "keep his apron clean" by showing such. 

At placement and dedication of the Final Stone of the Bulkeley Bridge at 
Hartford on October 8, 1908, ove~ 5000 Masons were in line during the parade, 102 
Lodges having registered their presence. There were 950 uniformed Knights 
Templar from 9 Commanderies in the escort. Transportation into Hartford \\',lS 

accomplished by various means: a rail network of six lines, consolidated into the 
New York, New Haven, and Hartford Railroad, converged on the city from the four 
corners of the State; in addition, the "new fangled" automobile was gaining in 
popularity and a considerable number were in use. 

250 

~.~ .-, ~ ~ ~ ..-, 
SMOOTH SAILING 

MASONS IN THE WORLD. 
1906 

~ .---, 

Compiled by Stephen Berry, Grand Secretary of Maine. 

Argentine Republic .......................... .. 
Brazil ................................................... . 
Belgium .............................................. .. 
Chili ..................................................... . 
Cuba ................................................... .. 
Costa Rica ........................................... . 
Denmark ............................................ .. 
Dominica ............................................ . 
Egypt ................................................... . 
England .............................................. .. 
France .................................................. . 
Germany ............................................ .. 
Greece .................................................. . 
Haiti ..................................................... . 
Holland ............................................... . 
Hungary .............................................. . 
Ireland ................................................ .. 
Italy ................................... : .................. . 
Japan ................................................... .. 
Luxembourg ....................................... . 
Mexico ................................................. . 
Netherlands ........................................ . 
New South Wales .............................. . 
New Zealand ...................................... . 
Norway ............................................... . 
Paraguay ............................................ .. 
Peru ..................................................... . 
Portugal .............................................. . 
Puerto Rico ........................................ .. 
Queensland ....................................... .. 
Romania .............................................. . 
Scotland ............................................. .. 
South Australia ................................. .. 
Spain .................................................... . 
Sweden ................................................ . 
Switzerland ....................................... .. 
Tasmania ............................................ . 
Turkey ................................................ .. 
Uruguay .............................................. . 
Venezuela ........................................... . 
Victoria ............................................... .. 
Western Australia ............................ .. 

British America ................................. .. 
United States ..................................... .. 

Lodges 
60 

247 
19 
10 
31 

6 
27 
15 
19 

2,499 
476 

1,000 
11 
40 
86 
49 

455 
109 

3 
1 

245 
93 

201 
137 

9 
8 

33 
70 
15 
40 
24 

1,000 
44 

208 
33 
31 
27 
5 

33 
40 

198 
74 

7,731 
674 

12,637 
21,042 

Members 
3,000 
6,000 
1,550 

500 
1,874 

189 
4,243 

750 
200 

125,000 
23,800 
40,000 

1,889 
1,000 
4,398 
2,781 

22,750 
5,250 

250 
71 

22,492 
4,269 

10,510 
7,227 
1,791 

200 
550 

2,850 
396 

1,200 
1,200 

50,000 
2,833 
6,000 

10,985 
3,058 

700 
250 

1,650 
2,000 
9,900 
3,550 

389,106 
50,878 

1,011,547 
1,451,531 

During 1907, the Grand Lodge (and Lodges) contributed $5546.43 to 
victims of the San Francisco earthquake. 
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RECORD OF ACTIVITIES OF THE GRAND LODGE & 
SUPPORTING BODIES 

October 8, 1908 

An Emergent Communicat ion of the Grand Lodge, A.F. & A.M., of 
Connecticut was opened in the Masonic Temple, Hartford , Connecticut, 
October 8th , A.L. 5908, A.D. 1908, allO:30 o'clock a.m. 

M.W. Bro. William L Chatter ton, Grand Master of Masons in Rhode 
Island and the Plantation of Providence, was present as the guest of the 
Grand Lodge and participated in the parade. 

The purpose of this Communication was that of laying the Final Stone 
of the Hartford Bridge by invitation of the honorable board of Highway 

and Bridge Commissioners. 
The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge was opened in ample form by 

Gra nd Master Edward E. Fuller, who ilt the same time, by virtue of his 
authority as Grand Master, opened the 110 Lodges in attendance for the 
purposes of attending the Grand Lodge in the ceremonies o f the day: 

The lines were then formed under the direction of Edgar H. Parkman, 
Grilnd Marshal. Afte r the formation of the lines, the M.W . Grand Lodge 
was waited upon by tlu~ Grand Commandery under the direction pf R,E. 
GlIMBl:l M. LonS nnd cilcnr l t:!d to it ri posHion In the \lne. ,. 

T.he line of march was th rough Trumbull, Pearl ,and State St reets to the 
Brid'ge, across the Bridge to Co nnecti cut A venue, countermarching to the 
location of the final stone, which was then laid with full Masonic ceremo

nies as follows: 

ORDER OF EXERCISES. 
Thl' Grand Lod ge having arri ved a t the Stone, the Worshi pful Grand 

Marshal Edga r 1-1 . Parkman mnde proclamation: 

"Know Ye, <111 good people, that we be Brethren o f 
the Ancient and l-IonorableOrder of Free .md Accepted 
Masons, good men and true, obed ient to the moral law, 
loya l to our Country, and just to the Government under 
which we li ve. As such, we have been requested by 
proper Authorities, to la y this Final Stone in accordance 
with Ancient Masonic customs and usages, thereby 
completing this s tructure, erected for the welfare and 
usefulness of all the people o f this Ancien t Common
wealth." 

Grand Architect. lio n. Mo rgnn G. Bulkcley, addressed the Grand 

MClste r: 

"Most \·Vo rshipful Grand Master, I hClve made 
thorough eXClIninntion of the Bridge in every part and I 
find that the workmen have performed their labors in 
True and proper manner." 
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h' fut Grand Master then taking th~ 24-inch Gauge 
TheedMohstsW

t 
ors a~d the place made to receive it saymg: 

measur t e one 

" ren 1 have measured the Stone and the place 
made ~::t~s r~eption and I find that they correspond 

and are complete." 

G d MasterR W WestonG.Grannissthenappliedthe 
The Deputy ran . . 

square to the stone-:-: d F ed A Verplanck then tested the founda-
The Grand Semor War en r . 

. tion by the level and-: W Ra d I h B Chapman then tried the 
The Grand Junior Warden R . n 0 p . 

Stone with the plum~. h t 10 the Trowel, spread a layer of cement 
The Grand Architect, t en a ng 

over the foundation saying: 

"Most Worshipful Grand Master, 1 have spread the 
cement of endurance over the foundation and the same 
is ready to receive the stone." 

. ., F En Ush, Wor. Arthur F. Clark, 
'The Grand Deputle~ Wor. ~Ilha~ . re~ the Stone to-1ts foundation 

Wor. Samuel T. Welden and wor :~n, tO~~enstruckthestonethreetimes 
by three motio~s. The M. Wd G;an ed t~: ~nal Stone properly laid and fitted 
with his Setting Maul and. ec ar to remain for all times. 
in the place prepared for It, th~re d Master Granniss then presented the 

The Right Wor. ~eputy ran V I fCom;TheRW.SeniorGrand 
M.W. Gran~ Master with a Golden t~s::e :i1ver Vessel of Wine; The RW. 
Warden Fred A. Verplanck p;e~~ Chapman, presented the silver vessel 
Junior Grand Warden Rando p . 

of O~he Grand Master:, .using ted he p~~~-: ~~~~~ s~~~~: t:~;~ ~:~ 
an emblem of plenty , pour t e " 

ladness"; and the Oil "as an emblem of peace ' .. 
. g Then extending his hands over the stone saId. 

Song-

"Mav the All bounteous Author of. Nature bless the 
. h bita~ts of this Commonwealth with aU the neces
~:r~s, conveniences, and comforts of life and long pre
serve this structure from decay. And grant to us aH .an 
abundant supply of the Com of Nourishment, the Wme 
of Refreshment, and the Oil of Joy." 

"So mote it be. AMEN." 

M W G d Master Fuller then made proclamation as foHows: .. ran 

As Grand Master of Masons in the Grand Jur~sdic
tion of Connecticut and by virtue of my authority as 
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such, I declare this final stone of the Hartford Brid ge laid 
with fun Masonic ceremonies and this structure com
pleted. 

The public grand honors were then given after which the Reverend 
Grand Chaplain pronounced the benediction. The quartette then sang. 

The lines were then reformed and the lodges marched to the Temple 
where M.W. Grand Master Fuller declared M.W. Grand Lodge and the 
lodges dosed and directed that the secretary of each lodge make entry 
upon its records of the fact that the Lodge was opened and closed by the 
Grand ~aster at the opening and closing of the M.W. Grand Lodge and 
that the Lodge, as such, was present at and assisted in the ceremonies of the 
occasion. 

Prior to the ceremony, a box had been placed under the space left for the final 
stone. In it had been deposited a large variety of articles from the Grand Lodge and 
other Grand Bodies of Connecticut: Lodge records; 1908 Masonic Home reports; 
Masonic Veterans Association records; a bronze medal commemorating the Raising 
of George Washington on the 100th Anniversary; and many portraits of eminent 
Masons. Also deposited in the ·box were articles from The Bridge Conlmission: 
Copies of the Hartford newspapers for October 8, 1908, and a copy of a Souvenir 
edition of the East Hartford Enterprise; Copies of the Bridge contract and the 
specifications; a silk flag from Senator Bulkeley; and portraits of eminent Hartford 
citizens. This was sealed just prior to placement in the presence of the Grand Master 
and Grand Secretary; Officers of Washington Commandery; Hon. Morgan G. 
Bulkeley, President of the Bridge and Highway Commission; John T. Henderson, 
Bridge Engineer, and other officials. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: In 1959, the box was dug up during work on the bridge and 
its approaches and was returned to the Grand Lodge. See Chapter XI. 

IIProsperity and pride" was indicated by the fact that seldom did a year pass 
without dedication of a hall, room, or apartment where a particular Lodge was to 
meet. A few were for sole occupancy by Masonic bodies and were accorded the 
designation of IITemple", some more meritorious than others. During the 40 years 
covered in this chapter there were seventy Emergent Communications of Grand 
Lodge, the greater number being for dedication, constitution, and cornerstone 
laying ceremonies. Those for funeral occasions were for Past Grand Masters or other 
elective Officers, one a courtesy to the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia for burial of one 
of their Past Grand Officers in Ridgefield. Final stones were placed at the Bulkeley 
Bridge in Hartford and the Post Road Bridge at Westport. The foundation for the 
John Winthrop Monument in New London was ceremoniously dedicated but the 
Masons did not participate when the completed monument was dedicated a few 
years later. Several events in Rockville may indicate the influence of Grand Master 
Fuller. A ceremony at Washington, Connecticut was for rededication of the corner
stone of St. John's Episcopal Church. Ceremonies at state and federal public 
buildings are now a thing of the past, and accounts of local affairs are not always 
reported or recorded in Grand Lodge proceedings but in Lodge minutes. A rather 

255 



THANK YOU, MR. EDWARDS 

unusual event took place in 1912, w hen upon request of the Grand Lodge of New 
York, the cornerstone of the studio of the sculptor Gutzen Borgluny in Stamford was 

laid in Masonic ceremony by visitors. 
Following institution of Cornerstone Lodge (122) at Thompson in 1892, no new 

Lodge was organized until Liberty Lodge (123) was chartered at Wa terbury in 1920. 
While the number of Lodges had hovered around 110, the average membership rose 

from 130 to 225! 

,~~ cA Wm 
\..! 

Grand Master -1897 
Grand Secretary -1913-28 
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An interesting anecdote is to ld of George Kies. He was known to be <t bit of a 
rebel and a pract ical joker. When preparations were being made to lay the last s t O Il l' 

in the Bulkeley Bridge, Ed ward E. Fuller, Most Worshipful Grand Master, sent a 
notice to a ll permane nt members of the Gra nd Lodge specify ing the dress for the 
fo rmal occasion: Top hat, morning coa t, striped pants, white shirt, black tie, ;lI1d 
black socks. Everything seemed in order until the parade formation was organized . 
Then the Grand Master rea lized he had not mentioned shoes in his notice. Therewas 
George Kies, perfectly in accordance w ith every item on the no tice - but - wearing 
a pair o f specially-made YELLO W shoes!! Even placing him in the middle of the 
marching lines did not to tally obscure their shining splendor - nor mollify the 
more conservative and dignified members of the Grand Lodge. (But - George Kies 
had a great day!) 

The accompanying table of statistics at the beginning of this chapter indica tes 
the trend, although the year to year flu ctuations a re not readily expla ined, without 
close study. Public awareness, political and economic factors all had their influence. 
The "turn of the century" brought forth the comment that Masons in Connecticut 
could "look back on ha rmonious a nd satis factory yea rs a nd forward toa prosperous 
and hopeful future". 

The annual sessions a lterna ted between Hartford and New Ha ven until the late 
teens w hen Connecticut industry was busy day and night on wartime contracts for 
the Allies. Hartford was the better loca tion for transportation and meeting place. 

The District Deputies were, for the most part , hard-w orking suppo rters o f the 
Grand Lodge program, a corps on continuing duty as liaison men, inspectors, and 
instructors w ho often repo rted a total o f 100 v isits or more in to tal. The title was 
shortened by d ropping the words "Gra nd Master" in 1889, w hile in 1900 De pu ty 
Grand C haplains were a ppointed to keep them company in their appointed round s. 
The duties o f the clergy in most denominations increased to such a degree that, as 
time went on, few could spare the time, and Associate Grand Marshals ca me into 
I'ogue. From 1894 and for many yea rs appointment o f a District Deput y to a 
~llbordinate "place in the line", became the custom nnd finnll y the ~ommon , but no t 
binding rule, since the fee ling was that a Deputy had served for two yea rs and been 
observed as he "proved his ca pabilities." 

With the increase in the number o f petitions from ca ndidates and affiliates, tIll' 
regular application form was mod ified to provid e space fo r the res idence ad d re~~ 

,1Od occupation. The nllmber of members taking d imits or being dropped NPD held 
.11 nearly the sa me ratio even though, yea r after year, the Grand Master mad e a pica 
i'Jr Lodges to make an effo rt on reinstatements. The po int was made that initiation 
does no t guarantee sa tis fied rnembership when men pay to join and then arc g iven 
nothing to hold thei r interest. 

The roster, printed at five year interva ls, included more than 25,000 names in 
Iq IS, but no compa rative fi gures. Ha rt ford Lodge (88) passed the mark of 1000 
members. A sing le list o f deaths was discontinued and, instead , the names of the 
\!eceased were includ ed in each Lodge's table of s ta tistics as printed in the proceed
lOgs. 

Overall activ ity was increasing as the growth o f wartime in dus try broug ht ., 
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migra tion to the cities, and this continued as the United States became a participant 
in the war. One Lodge had initiated more than 1000 candidates and three others 
passes the 1000 membership total. One Grand Master reported being hard pressed 
to keep up his personal affairs with the many social and fraternal demands for his 
presence. The automobile is first mentioned in 1916 as "facilitating travel". 

A survey, made after one victory in Europe was achieved, indicated that 26o/c 
of the membership had entered the armed forces and many Lodges were handi
capped by absence of elective Officers. Along with the increase in the number of 
applicants, the number of rejections also increased, reaching the remarkable total of 
1000 in 1921. Some Lodges had initiated 1000 or more during the war. 

One of the great legal minds of Connecticut Masonry, Judge Leonard J. Nickerson 
(GM 1917), shown here, seated, front left, visiting King Solomon's Lodge No. 7, 
as Grand Senior Warden in 1915. At the right, front, is George R. Sturges, (later 
to become Grand Masterin 1929), Worshipful Masterofthe Lodge.OtherOlfic .... 
of the Lodge shown standing (left to right) are: Lyman W. Carrington, 5.11".; 
Arthur F. Greene, S.D.; Charles H. Capewell, J.D.; Leon J. Sheld on, J.W. 

([ncillS pnge ] 42 - Kill8 50/0111011 '5 Lod,~e #7 History) 
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Since dispensations to military Lodges, as such, \vere not f,\\'orably 
considered, Brother Morris B. Payne of New London was authorized to congfl'· 
ga tea speCial Lodgewith the Connecticut troops in France"nd complete the degrel's 
for men accepted by Union Lodge (30). Classes of no more th"n 5 were permitted 
for certain portions of the fl oor work. One Grand Master complained that th(· 
Lodges were too many or too sma ll. No consolida tions followed but several Lodgl':-> 
were added as "war babies". One overall situation was created by the post-World 
War I influx of members. This was to be felt yea rs later as hundreds reached the age 
of "dues-exempt" status, and was further reflected in applications to the Masonic 
Home. 

Refusal o f official recognition for Masonry in army ins tallations led to orga ni
zation of Masrmic Service C lubs, w hich resulted in formation of the Masonic Service 
Association. For a few years the Masonic Relief Association was also supported, 

N umbersare no index of a good Lodge program. Changes in population caused 
"verage membership to rise from 190 in 1910, to 280 in 1920. 

Ou r Masonic Home and Hospital adv"nccd nnothcr f4tcp towa rds r'eallzfttion, 
with the tncorporation of the Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticu t in 1889, 
and the tronsfer of $10,082.83 from the Grand Lodge Trustees to the Charity 
Foundation Management. 

Invita tions to interested towns brought offers of land for sa le from a few, but in 
1894 the Oneid" Community Farm a t Wallingford came on the market. A specia l 
communication was called on the s ite to inspect land and buildings, then adjourned 
fro'm Wallingford to an afternoon session in New Haven. Here it was voted to buy 
the property for $17,500. In 1895 the M"sonic C hari ty Foundation funds equ"lled 
the purch"se price "nd an appe"l for support brought in $7,500 more, and the firs t 
legacy (Lew is) brought in $1000 more. A per capi ta assessment of 75 cents per 
annum fin"Ily placed the Home on " self-supporting b"sis. 

In 1896 the first report of Superintendent Cl"rk Buckingham showed 18 
residents a t the Home. The dedication ceremony w"s held September 25, 1896, with 
500 in " ttenda nce and fe"tured a "typic" Ily-Iong add ress" by Past Grand Master 
Luke A. Lockwood . 

Yea r after yea r, improvements were made to the aging wooden buildings; the 
superintendent was the boss farmer; the need of " hospital or infirmary was 
stressed; and a plea made for an endowment. The Home residents were not being 
placed two in a room. Christmas Eve observances had been inaugurated by H . 
Wales Lines, and gifts in kind poured in. There were critics, of course, and in 1901 
tne Gra nd Master invited the doubling Thomases to "go and see" what a refuge it 
was. The Order of Eastern Stor provided the first electric lighting system in 1903, 
replacing the hazardous kerosene lamps, and the plumbing was thoroughly over
hauled and steam heat installed. Those simple "improvements" and "conven
iences" (v"hich are in common use and indispensable today) represented nearly the 
"lap of luxu ry" fo r those who lived in that time. 

In 1904, roilroad, trolley, and horse-drawn vehicles brought 1500 people to "go 
and see". They assembled "t the Home in Wallingford for "Grand Masters Day" 
with music from theearlySphinxTempleShriners Band. It was LukeA. Lockwood's 
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, d must have been a happy one. When he died the next 
last Gra nd Master 5 Daya n b h ca rried on Time takes its toll and all d ted board mem ers W o. . 
yea r there were ev~ . . t meet rising needs soon reached Its 
the addi tions, rebUIlding, and con7r~\O; ° e 'nto the leadership g roup and did 
limit. Grand Master Wallace A. Moy e a com

f
. I fb 'Iding-the Wilder Wing 

. . sight to erect a lreproD Ul 
not rest until the money waS lWn I L' h oded the construction company, a nd 
. t lex H a es mes e . 
In the presen comp , ,< G d Master in 1925 was the a rchItect. Id I 0 was to become ran , 
Wa lter T, Arno ,W ' (S t b 10 1920).was a great loss to the 
Moyle's untimely death a yearlate r eP

h 
emlde~e p' erpetuated somewhere at the 

Home and the fra termty and his na me 5 au 
faci lity in Wallingford , 

~, 

WALLACE S, MOYLE 
Grand Master -1919 

'A word in disgression: Some no tes on moment~ OfANmateirOlnc:1 i~~::e~t.propO~<11 
I f lize' Freemasonry In 

The first move to n3 IOn3 I ' f An,erican Union Lodge during 
I fa, ' und er t 1e a uspICes 0 . 

developed at a conven ITt M 'stown New Jersey. Allhough till' ' f177879 ,h'leincantonmenta om , 
the wm tero - \-\ Ie . f the severrtl Gra nd Lodgeswl'fe colo nies were united in the WilT effort, reachon rom , 

far from united and that effo rt failed, t t' began during the 18305 a nd "F-
' t f Grand Represen a Ives • 

The appOlntmen 0 or reeD nition to the deSig nees, hilS not bl'l'n 

pears to \;"ved~epet:~ :~~t 1~!sc~~t;:e::"1 e ffecti~eness today, The Ba ltimore COdnd\'<~: 
unlversa ya . ' f ' t al .md floor work, was aUen (' l l ~ . f 1847 II d to conSider a lim o rm n li e ( 

hon 0 , ca e . bid rttl eal success for a number of reason~ . . _\ 
delega tes from ConnectICut ut 1<1 1 lr~: < the ea rs of recovery fro m the .1nti
pn ttern of fra ternal corres,pond ellcFc dl r R i~ws now genem lly discontinuN 
Mnsonic depression grew 1I1tO the r~terna ev • 
but inva luable to the Masonic histOrIan. 
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Grand Masters from the o rig inal s tates and others came together at Yorktow n 
for d edicatio n of the Bntt le Monument in 188 1. Another informrl l ga thering o c
curred during the Colurnbinll Exposit ion in 1823. At nil o f these ga the rings matte rs 
of jo int Concern were discussed but Sti ch a n o rga nizatio n as a Gcne ml o r Na tiona l 
Grand Lodge was d isda ined by rnost a nd rcjec tt'd by others wi th vigor, 

A proposal in 1910 to erect a Na tiona l Masonic Memorial toGeorge Was hing to n 
il t Alexander had universa l approval but lacked generous financial backing a t 
inception, With innation of currency, cost of const ruction and maintenance ris ing, 
completion was delayed fa r beyond the ta rget date but Connecticut 's interest and 
support has never lagged, 

Meanwhile two no table events, w h ich had the suppo rt o f Masons nCltio nwide 
and representiltion from Connecticut , were the raiSing o f Teddy Roosevelt a t Oyste r 
Bay, New York and the making a t s ig ht of William Howard Toft a t Cincinnot i, O hi o. 

In 1917, wi th d en ia l of official recogn ition from the W<lr Department fo r 
esta blishment of agencies in the war zone, Masonic leadersh ip turned to ('rection of 
a system of Masonic Service Cente rs w hk h were continued w it h visita tion to 
hospitalized returnees WClS continued Clnd g rC'w into the Masonic Service Associa
tion o f the present day w ith its va luable progm rn of service, eduGltio n, and hospita l 
visita tion w hich enjoys universa l recognition a nd fra te rna l SUpport. 

, With the opening of the Masonic Temple ot Har tford in 1 H90, the Crand Lodge 
ren ted office space there a nd occupied it until 1970, Thl' (:'nrroClchmen t o f the C iv ic 
Cente r in the 1960's w h ich had not been foreseen, made tb t' sa le of the building mo rt' 
.1ppea ling than adapting to parking proble ms, vanda lis m, a nd o ther Jisruptive 
inflliences, The G rand Lodge moved its opefil tio ns to Ilew ,lCcom mot!., lions ., 1 
Wil lling fo rd adjacent to the H omeand Hospital. The Masonic Ullilding Corpomtio/l 
which owned the Hartford bui lding found a buyer a nd the fo rmer te llan ts found 
refu ge at va rious locations in the suburbs, 

Meanwhile, G rand Lod ge business sessions had ., lte rnalcd belwel.'11 New 
Haven a nd Hartford on the second Wed nesday in j;anua ry, when fo r n"cil l reilsons, 
it was moved in 1913 to the firs t Wednesday in February find, even tua lly, in 1948, 
10 the first Wednesday in April. As a matte r of convenience the plnce of meldi ng Wil" 

fi lially fi xed a t Hartford, w hich wos no t only the State Copitnl but th l'n till' center 
of a rllilroad ne twork, now only in partial opera tio n, tile state hig ll\Vlly 11e{\"{) rk 

I I .. w ing been developed, This was 0150 changed , some years later, to leave ti le' 
J meeti ng place to the discretion of the G mnd Mas te r, 

" 

Only once is the re record ed the curta ili ng of the Grand Lodge Session due to 
c.lpricious New Eng la nd weather, This was the An nua l Meeting o n Februflry 4 and 
3, 1920, Whe n the ro ll was taken prior to cil rly closing, severil1 Lodges were flot 
rep resented , However, it was voted, " in view of the traffic dl'morali Zil tio n due to 
hcavy snow, to excuse a ll of the m. " 

The per capita of twenty cent s per member il nd il levy of one dollar on th e 
init iation fee s uppo rted the Gmnd Lodge acti vities until 1892 when the dues were 
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increased to twenty-five cents, except for those on the membership list wh? had not 
been heard from for the past five years. The Grand Secretary. was now In ren~ed 
accommodations and the Trustees were given the surplus In the treasury for 
investment'. The Grand Treasurer was usually chosen from among the ranks of 
Hartford bankers. . 

In 1895 the per capita became an even dollar of which seventy-fIVe cents was 
allotted to the Masonic Home for day to day conduct of business. !he as~essme~t 
made on the several Lodges a few years earlier was not fully paid up; In fact, It 

lagged until 1912. 
The Grand Secretary was placed ona salary of$1500 peryearin 1904when more 

time w~s required for correspondence and record keeping. Service for other Gra~d 
Bodies and local bodies was usually added. The work of the Grand Treasurer did 
not increase greatly and the Trustees usually had a.round $1500 ~n their care. . 

In 1910 the per capita was increased to $1.25 (wIth $1.00 of this for the ~asomc 
Home) with a levy on initiates and affiliates remaining at $5.00. The followmg year 
Fayette and Eastern Star Lodges were commended for having no un(:ollected 
indebt"dngad from their Mf!mbetli. The llumber 01 appropriated items ~uth~rlZ~cl 
had doubled in a few decades and a dozen or so became more or less fIxed m the 

budget. . h d . 
The report of the Grand Tr~asurer in 1914 listed every check that he a wntten 

in order and the total number was 98. Now the Trustees wer~ holding about $5000. 
To correct earner penalties imposed in Lodge By-Laws for N.P.~. (some severe) the 
Grand Lodge voted that the only action tha t could be taken was Simply to drop them 
from the roll of membership. . . 

In 1916, with the "world in turmoil" and when the "unIversahty of Freema-
sonry" gave way to'interests of nationality, it was learned that the observance ofyle 
200th Anniversary of the Grand Lodge at London was abandoned. Connecticut 
activities skyrocketed with added membership and ~any Lo?~e~ ent..:red upo~ 
varied programs. More money than anticipated came m when ImtIates passed the 
number of 1000 per year. Hartford Lodge (88) became the first Lodg~ to ~xcee~ 1 nOll 
in membership. Itwasat this point that work in the Grnnd LodgeOfflcen,:~essltill~d 
employment of a part-time clerk, probably Miss Marie Sproat, who rerr •.• med \~'Ith 
the Grand Lodge until her retirement in 1959. The year 1917 brought man~ wa: lime 
'appeals' and the Grand Lodge responded by the purchase of $6000 m Liberty 
Bonds. That amount was greatly increased by later purchas:s ~nd through the 
partic;ipation of many individual Lodges. No report or compIlatIon of the Gr,lnd 

total has been found. 
The Masonic Fraternity was denied recognition by the War Department as.ttl 

official relief Organization in France but funds were raised to maintain Masonic 
Centers in London and Paris. 

In 1910an initial Grand Lodge contribution of$100 was made to start theGl'llr~l' 
Washington Masonic National Memorial ~ssociation on ~ts way, ,.vith the ,PTl>~~'r.1 
Memorial and Museum as its objective. ThiS has been contInued, With ev~r~ f\l~~l'n 
in Connecticut now paying a modest amount, in tribute to the mo~t tliust.rlllll~ 
American Freemason of all time. Remarkably, the only statue of Wash mgt on In th~ 
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state is the one near the fountains and reflecting pool facing our Home and Hospital 
in Wallingford. 

In spite of war-time conditions, a resolution was passed in 1917, that the Grand 
Master name a committee to organize an effort to raise $150,000 to replace the 
deteriorating and hazardous wooden buildings at the Home. The plan was put into 
effect but by 1919 only one-third of the goal had come in from voluntary contribu
tions. To raise the balance, the Grand Lodge imposed an assessment of $5.00 per 
member to permit speedy completion of construction by the H. Wales Lines 
Construction Company. The job was completed in less time than the contract had 
specified. 

The Masonic Service Centers in Europe, as well as the social services cond ucted 
in the Rest & Recreation areas and the Demobilization Camps, had proved to be a 
great success. This indicated the need for a coordinating agency - and the Masonic 
Service Association came into being. Its continuance was threatened a few years 
later, but heroic measures were applied by stalwart men led by P.G.M. George R. 
Sturges and it was saved. It survived to pr(we itp worth during the second World 
War and to build its present program of Hospital visitations and education. It also 
serves as an agency to observe interna tiona I rna tters of Masonic interest a nd provide 
information on their authenticity and regularity. 

The unprecedented increase in Masonic membership, during the aftermath of 
the war, indicated the attractiveness of the Fraternity. It also showed that the cost 
of entering was too modest and the minimum specified for the three degrees was 
increased from twenty to thirty dollars. Thirty-year members were still exempt 
from Grand Lodge per-capita assessment of $1.25 and the affiliation fee was 
doubled to the modest amount of $10.00. Many Lodges found their treasury 
overflowing but later found themselves in trouble with inflation followed by 
depression. 

Wallace S. Moyle died September 10, 1920, and, in the eulogy pronounced by 
the Grand Master, was lamented as "one we could ill afford to lose" . He was wi thou t 
doubt one of our greatest Grand Masters, his death at the age of .53 years WilS 

untimely and the Brethren had good cause to mourn the departure of a Master 
Workman whose labors were unceasing. 

In the first move of the sort, subscriptions were invited to the 'Wal1ace S. Moyle 
Memorial Fund', the income to be paid to the widow, after whose death the 
principle was to be turned over to the Masonic Charity Foundation. The annual 
reports of the Masonic Charity Foundation would show its course and ultimate 
disposition. 

When this Chapter opened, in 1890, there were eleven "Moon Lodges" operat
ing: (Plus St. Paul's #11 which dates their meetings from the ful1 moon during the 
months from April to October.> Montgomery #13, Salisbury; Wednesday'S on or 
before the full moon; Moriah #15, Danielson; Wednesday's on or before the full 
moon; Washington #19, Monroe; Mondays on or before the full moon; Uriel #24, 
Merrow; Saturdays on or before the full moon; St. Marks #36, Simsbury; Wednes
days on or before the full moon; Putnam #46, South Woodstock; Saturdays on or 
before the full moon; St. Luke's #48, Kent; Thursdays on or before the full moon; 
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Wolcott #60, Stafford; Thursdays on or before the full moon; Hiram #98, Bloomfield; 
Mondays on or before the full moon; Evergreen #114, South Windsor; Saturdays on 
or before the full moon; Cornerstone #122, North Grosvenordale; Fridays on or 
before the full moon. St. Paul's #11 has made several changes through the years: in 
1854, the first year meeting nights were reported in the annual returns, they met 
every month on the Wednesday preceeding the full moon; In 1864, this was changed 
to every Wednesday evening; From 1869 to date of publication, meetings are held 
every Wednesday evening from October to A pril; Wednesday's on or before the full 
moon from April to October. 

At" the end of the Chapter, in 1919, only three Lodges met regularly by the date 
of the full moon: Montgomery #13, in Salisbury; Putnam #46, in So. Woodstock; and 
Cornerstone #122 in North Grosvenordale. At the time of publication (1989) only 
one remained: Putnam #46. 

?F.F. 

~ ~ '-' -----, ~ ~ ---. ~ ~ 

CHAPTER X 

Two Turbulent Decades 

1920 - 1940 

• 



Date of 
Election 

Feb. 4, 1920 
Feb. 2, 1921 
Feb. 1, 1922 
Feb. 7, 1923 
Feb. 6, 1924 
Feb. 4, 1925 
Feb. 3, 1926 
Feb. 2, 1927 
Feb. 1, 1928 
Feb. 6, 1929 

Feb. 5, 1930 

Feb. 4, 1931 

Feb. 3, 1932 

Feb. 1, 1933 

Feb. 7, 1934 
Feb. 6, 1935 
Feb. 5, 1936 
Feb. 2, 1937 
Feb. 2, 1938 
Feb. 2, 1939 
Feb.S, 1940 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT FROM 1920-1941 
(All are deceased) 

Grand Deputy 
Master G. Master 

Charles C. Perkins Charles W. Cramer 
Charles W. Cramer Frank L. Wilder 
Frank L. Wilder Arthur M. Brown 
Arthur M. Brown Winthrop Buck 
Winthrop Buck Walter T. Arnold 
Walter T. Arnold Arthur N. Nash 
Arthur N. Nash Theodore Foster 
Theodore Foster Robert S. Walker 
Robert S. Walker George R. Sturges 
George R. Sturges Elbert L. Darbie 

Elbert L. Darbie Howard A. 
Middleton 

Howard A. Sherwood H. 
Middleton Raymond 
Sherwood H. Samuel A. Moyle 
Raymond 
Samuel A. Moyle James E. 

Brinckerhoff 
James E. Brinckerhoff Ernest L. Prann 
Ernest L. Prann. Arthur F. Lewis 
Arthur F. Lewis Anders Jacobsen 
Anders Jacobsen Morris B. Payne 
Morris B. Payne Thomas H. Desmond 
Thomas H. Desmond William E. Hanmer 
William E. Hanmer Walter M. Pickett 

Grand Sr. 
Warden 

Frank L. Wilder 
Charles M. Beach 
Winthrop Buck 
Walter T. Arnold 
Arthur N. Nash 
Theodore Foster 
Robert S. Walker 
Gt!orge R. Sturges 
Elbert L. Darbie 
Howard L. 
Middleton 
Sherwood H. 
R.lymond 
Samuel A. Moyle 

James E. 
Brinckerhoff 
Ernest L. Prann 

Arthur F. Lewis 
Anders Jacobsen 
Morris B. Payne 
Thomas H. Desmond 
William E. Hanmer 
W.l1ter M. Pickett 
Anson F. Keeler 

Grand Jr. 
Warden 

Charles M. Beach 
Arthur M. Brown 
WalterT. Arnold 
Arthur N. Nash 
Theodore Foster 
Robert S. Walker 
Harry C. Schofield 
Elbert L. Darbie 
Howard A. Middleton 
Sherwood H. 
Raymond 
Samuel A. Moyle 

James E. 
Brinckerhoff 
Ernest L. Prann 

Arthur F. Lewis 

Reuben H. King 
Morris B. Payne 
Thomas H. Desmond 
William E. Hanmer 
Walter M. Pickett 
Anson F. Keeler 
Carleton W. Tyler 

Grand 
Treasurer 

Joseph Buths 
" 

Arthur C. Mason 

Sherwood H. 
Raymond 
Frederick F. Fisher 

1 

J 

J 
J 
J 
J 
1 

wJ 

J 
J 
J 
J 

Grand J 
Secretary 

George A. Kies J 
J 

(Emeritus) J 
Winthrop Buck 

J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
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TWO TURBULENT DECADES 

TWO TURBULENT DECADES 
1920 -1940 

~ .---, 

This chapter conveniently spans the two decades between occupation of the 
first permanent structure for residents at the Masonic Home, and the festivities 
connected with the 150th anniversary of the parent organization. In 1921, the per
capita assessment was increased to $1.50. Of this, $1.15 went to the Masonic Charity 
Foundation. World events had a tremendous influence on the Fraternity with not 
altogether happy results. As always occurs ~uring and following a war, men 
wanting to be Masons presented their petitions literally by the thousands, and the 
membership ~eaked at 46,351 in 1930. During this year the per-capita was set at 
$2.50 with $2.00 going to the Masonic Charity Foundation. That increase in mem
bers and dollars brought the appearance of such prosperity that very ambitious 
building programs were undertaken in several cities. Some of these suffered 
painfully apparent losses in later, less prosperous years. Closing the banks, a 
measure imposed throughout the nation in the early 1930's, was most embarrass
ing, as funds due the Grand Lodge were frequently diverted to other, temporary, 
uses and could not be readily recovered. As a matter of fact, some Lodges were in 
financial straits as late as 1950 . 

Year after year the incumbent Grand Master, while only in office for one year, 
struggled valiantly with the problems as he saw them. One, with prophetic 
foresight, had cautioned the Craft against overreaching themselves in the following 
words: 

BRETHREN OF THE GRAND LODGE: 
You are again in Annual Communication and the record of the passing 

year will soon be presented to you for consideration. It has been a year full 
of acti vity with the usual burden of shadows, unfulfilled hopes, keen 
disappointments, failures and successes. 

In company with other Masonic organiMtions, we have tried to 
arouse among the membership, a greater feeling of loyalty to Masonry, its 
history, lessons and traditions; to avoid aU semblance of religious or class 
feeling and to keep constantly before them that our country was founded 
by Masons and that upon us rests a greater duty as the successors of the 
founders to keep alive American institutions and the American form of 
government, giving to every man without regard to race, creed or religious 
belief, his due as a man for an equality of opportunity in all things, and by 
setting the example for fairness, toleration and moderation. Then and then 
only will we be doing our full duty as Masons and for the Community in 
which we live. It is because we are Masons that so great a dutyofleadershi p 
is laid upon us. Are we equal to it or has the institution passed into the 
things that were rather than something which is and will be? The answer will 
be found in the record of the next few years. 

NOTE: From the Address of Frank L. Wilder, Most Worshipful Grand Master, 
at the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut in Hartford on 

1 February 7, 1923. 
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Brother Frank L. Wilder (G.M. 1922) was to observe developments for the nexl 
forty-three yea rs, never losing his perspective. A number of Grand Masters were 
conspicuous during the next 2 decades but will not be singled out except as their 
greater service to Freemasonry is chronicled . As shown in the table of Grand 
Officers at the beginning of this chapter, all have died, several of them while in 
Office. Only 3 who started in the Grand South were compelled by circumstances 10 

forego advancement: Charles M. Beach, Harry C. Schofield , and Reuben H. King. 
The lab Ie of statistics, alsoat the beginning of the chapter, will show the increase 

in the number of applicants who were stopped at the ballot box (nearly one in three) 
is indicative of the selectivity shown by the members who readily "dropped a cube" 
to preserve the high standards of eligibility for Masonic membership. Year after 
year the Grand Master in the Chair recommended more and smaller Lodges. In 1919 
the average membership was280 with 111 Lodges, of which 13 Lodges had less than 
100 members and 3 exceeded 1000: Hiram No.1 , St. John's No. 4, and Hartford No. 
88. Ten years laler there were 128 Lodges averaging 265 members with 7 Lodges 
under 100 membership and 7 exceeding 1000: The additional 4 being - WoOster No. 
79, Olive Branch No. 84, Corinthian No. 104, and Annawon No. 115. The all time 
high was 46,351 attained by 128 Lodges in 1931. 

Formation of new Lodge:; took place in the cities and in the suburban areas 
where industry had concentrated the population, and conv~yance by trolley cars 
was general and cheap. However, the smaller Lodges did not suffer any loss in 
membership. Hundreds of new members, not content with witnessing ritual and 
floor-work night after night, sought more light in the appendant bodies. Others. 
looking for fun, fellowship and frolic, sought diversion in the Shrine, Grotto, T.111 
ceda rs, Fellow Craft Clubs, and other related groups with emphasis on soci,11 
activities. The era of prohibition seems not to have given any trouble, but resorti n~ 

to games of chance, bingo, and raffl es was frow ned upon, even when legal. 
With only 11.1 Lodges to begin the twentieth century, a rela tively sbw increa", 

in membership, and no multiplicity of committees, the Grand Lodge foryearscould 
be accommodated in the Masonic Temple at Hartford with little difficulty. Through 
Wo rld War I, service into Hartford (rom all corners of the 8tatc c('I" linu(.·d unt il 
automobile travel became more common. The Grand Lodge tended to business with 
participation from the floor. Except for occasional visits of delegations from Rhode.' 
Island and New Jersey, few neighboring jurisdictions were represented at Gr.,"d 
Lodge until the anniversary events of 1939. The dependent and associated bodi .. 
were practica lly ignored until 1930 when the Grand High Priest of Roya l Arch 
Masons was a gues t. This was followed within a few years by the Grand Master of 
Roya l and Select Masters, the Grand Commander of Knights Templar and Ihe 
Deputy of the Scottish Rite. In 1937 the Grand Master visited all four associalN 
bodies at the ir annual meetings, after which time Intervisitatio n became custorruHY 
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ROBERT S. WALKER 

Robert S. Walker was elecled Grand Masler allhe Annual Session in Harlford 
on February 1 and 2, 1928. He followed Theodore Foster in that Office. Two Past 
Grand Masters passed to their elernal reward during his year in Ihe Crn nd Ensl: 
M.W.justin Holden,CM in1 912,n nd M.W. George E. Parsons, eM in 1904. Also losl 
(rom Ihe Grand Lodge Family was R.W. Charles M. Beach, Grand Senior Ward en 
in 1921. Dispensations for four new Lodges Were received and a t Ihe Ann ual Sessio n 
in 1929, Ihey were granted Charters. They were: Fidelily Lodge No. 134, Euclid 
lodge No. 135, Sa lem Lodge No. 136, and Iva nhoe Lodge No. 107. At Ihe end of his 
I('rlll, membership in the Sta le had reached 45,905. The Endowment Fund of Ihe 
~I",on i c Home totaled $341,227.70. In 1926 he was elected Presidenl of Ihe Board of 
~Ia n,'ge rs of the Masonic Charity Foundation and served un til his dealh in 1950. In 
1939, he was awarded Ihe firs t Pierpont Edwards Medal in Silver for Em inen l 
\I.lSonic Service. This was allhe Celebration of Ihe Sesq uecen lennia l of the Grand 
lodge when the first Medals Were awarded by Grand Masler Thomas H. Desmond . 
II Was the financial genius of Roberl Walker Iha t pul the Charity Foundalion on a 
'<lund financial path which resulted in Ihe soundness and growth of the Charity Fu nds. 

Common problems during the 1930s broug hl mOre and mOre vis ilors in frolll 
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sister jurisdictions _ for an exchange of views - Connecticut hospitality no doubt 

being a factor which soon established a pattern. 
GEORGE RICHARD STURGES (1 883 -1967) -Grand Master in 1929, was not 

only a giant in stature but he towered above others in Masonry, in community 

service, and in his public career. 
In Woodbury his interest and support was given to the church and all good 

works. His membership on the Board of Managers of the Masonic Charity Founda
tion covered nearly fifty years. He was a long time legal advisor with the State 
Department of Education and Executive O fficer of the Sta te Office of Selectiw 
Service, His military service included many years as the Commandan t of the First 
Company Governor' s Foot Guard, a spectacular figure with a bearskin shako and 
plume toping off his six feet and more. His Masonic membership began with 
in itiation in Old King Solomon Lod ge (7) and included almost all associated bodies 
and the 33rd degree in the Scottish Rite. As Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Masonic Service Association he was among those keeping it alive when its 
existence was threatened during the depression, so it could function with a full 
program during World War II and thereby become nationwide. 

"We shall not look upon his like again!" 

~ 

GEORGE R. STURGES 
Grand Master, 1929 
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Administra tive affa irs at the Grand Lodge Office had been in the hands of 
George A. Kies (G.M. 1897) since 1913 w ith occasional pa rt time assistants and 
standing committee chairmen. It was at this point that the sheer bulk of work caused 
by increase in membership necessitated employment of a full-time clerk, Miss Maric 
Sproat, w ho was hired as mentioned earlier, in 1918. The s taff was doubled in 1925 
with the hiring of the daughter of George Loomis, Hartford Tiler and Grand Tiler 
for many years. She was replaced in 1930 by Dorothy Parker (la ter Tapley) who 
stayed in the office until she retired in 1971 when her husband beca me G rand 
Master. Grand Secretary George Kies was accorded emeritus s tatus in 1929 being 
succeeded by Winthrop Buck (G.M. 1924) who moved in with a personality and 
proficiency which continued for nea rly nineteen years. Brother Buck's chief interest 
included history and biography, the Grand Lodge registry, Masonic educa tion, 
relations w ith o ther Grand jurisdictions, and assistance to Lodge secretaries by 
district meetings and personal visits. He had no equal for attendance to the business 
of the office to which he had been elected . Wider interest and keeping the cond uct 
of routine matters up to date required the second secreta ry (1925) and he was 
thereby able to get out of the Lod ges himself where his counsel was timely and 
helpful. 

WINTHROP BUCK 
Worshipful Master -1914 

Grand Master of The State of Connecticut - 1924 
Grand Secretary for The Grand Lodge of Connecticut -1929-1947 
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Until'1932 the affairs of the Grand Treasurer were entrusted to Joseph Buths, a 
Hartford banker. His term began in 1917 and ended with his death in office on 
December 11, 1932. In his first term, Grand Lodge disbursements amounted to 
$32,103.98. Despite the increase in complexity and volume of Grand Lodge business 
during his last year the total was only $26,238.10. The next fourteen months were 
tough ones for the Grand Treasurer's office. Arthur Mason was appointed to serve 
until the 1933 Annual at which Sherwood Raymond (G.M. 1932) was elected. His 
term ended with his death after only 13 days in office. Frederick Fisher, a Hartford 
banker was appointed to the office and elected at the 1934 Annual. In his first year, 
he disbursed $21,969.68. Again, despite increased business, during his last term 
eight years later, he handled $20,731.56. The Trustees were custodians of around 
$20,000 but the amount fluctuated considerably, as the reserve was used for short 
periods to bolster the working funds in both Grand Lodge and at the Masonic 

Home. 
The wartime and postwar rush to join the Masonic Fraternity continued for 10 

years, reaching a peak of membership of 46,351 in 1931. Here it held for a year and 
then began a decline. The number of initiates was at times over one thousand a year 
and then there came a transposition: The number of those who dimitted or went out 
NPD exceeded one thousan~ while the number of initiates declined. For some 
reason the number of rejects was not recorded with regularitv but was without any 
prbportional change. Sixteen new Lodges had been added to the list. It was realized 
in Grand Lodge circies that with such phenomenal growth some problems would 
arise, but there was no real alarm. Except some delay in returns from the Lodges and 

consequent stringency in available cash. 
Charitable and relief assistance was extended to agencies in the Near East in 

1921, when severe food shortages threatened; to the children of Europe victimized 
by World War developments, notably in Holland; to certain recipients who suffered 
in the Florida hu,rricanes; in 1930 to help out the losers in similar disast~rs in Puerto 
Rico and Texas. Then there appeared to be need of coordination, and the Masonk 
Service Association took over. That office was alert to the needs for di'iaster relid 
and collected funds equitftbly. 'The Masonlc Home became the MA8on!c Home &\nd 

Hospital in the late 1920's, while traditional local programs were conunued by th~ 
several Lodges as circumstances required. 

The George Washington National Masonic Memorial evolved as a nationwidl' 
project in which the Grand Loqge of Connecticut was concerned from the be~in· 
ning. When the sponsoring association was organized in 1911, Fred A. Verplanck 
was Grand Master and he continued his interest for years. The projected cost \\"l~ 
far short of the expenditures needed to make a start in construction, but Connecticu! 
has a record of unwavering support for the Memorial to the most illustriou, 
American Mason of all time. Costs rose unexpectedly during war time, and in lQ~l 
an assessment was laid to catch up. In 1927 each candidate, and each affiliate fwm 
an out-of-state Lodge, was charged twenty dollars towards the cost of compll'tin~ 
the Memorial. In 1932 an annual per capita fee was imposed on every Mason in thl? 
state under the necessity of making enough progress to warrant dedication durin~ 
the Bicentennial year of Washington's birth. That ceremony took place with 20,lX\\ 
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Masons in the line of march, swashing along through a drenching downpour. When 
Connecticut was offered the opportunity to designate a subject and to finance one 
of the stained glass windows in the auditorium, choice fell on David Wooster "the 
Father of Freemasonry in Connecticut". This day of dedication was the only 
occasion when an extraordinary and extra jurisdictional communication of the 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut was ever held. 

When official representation among the war zone service organizations in 1917 
was refused, largely because no single office could speak for 50 Grand Lodges, the 
Fraternity staffed a number of Masonic Service Centers. Through the efforts of 
Monis B. Payne (G.M. 1938) the first Center in Connecticut was formally opened on 
November 1, 1942. The second, opened shortly after, was in Hartford. This was 
located on the second floor of the Masonic Temple at the corner of Ann and Allyn 
Streets, across the hall from the Grand Lodge Office. When the Grand Lodge Office 
closed for the day, some of the staff simply moved across the hall and spent the 
evening making coffee and pancakes, and serving doughnuts and cheerful conver
sation to young men in uniform. Many of them were away from home for the first 
time and were suffering the pangs of homesickness. A helpful and charitable act! 

Realizing that coordination must be accomplished to continue service and 
hospital visitations to more veterans, the Masonic Service Association of the United 
States was developed. 

Today the MSA has available an array of informational and education material; 
it has become a sort of clearing house for distribution of facts and figures; in 
instances of disaster, it coordinates Masonic relief, after evaluating the needs on the 
National or International levels of affiliation; it conducts the widespread Hospital 
visitation program; and it is a clearing house for servicing the Fraternity in many 
ways through a single action agency. 

The Grand Lodge of Connecticut has been a staunch supporter of MSA from its 
, origin. When threatened by dissolution during the depression, Brother George R. 

Sturges (G.M. 1929) was foremost in the group which saved its life, and its effective 
functioning today is, in large measure, due to his guidance over the years he aerved 
as Chairman of its Executive Committee. Carl Claudy (C.M. DC) was, for decades, 
the balance wheel, executive director, and editor. He was followed, in order, by John 
D. Cunningham, Conrad Hahn (G.M., cr, 1957), Stuart M.L. Pollard, and Richard 
E. Fletcher (G.M., VT, 1984). Every Mason in Connecticut contributes 25 cents per 
year to keep up the good work of visitation to Veterans' Hospitals. 

Completion of the first brick building at the Masonic Home, constructed to 
house residents as well as the infirmary, led to the demolition of all the deteriorating 
and hazardous wooden buildings. It also revealed the need for other supportive 
facilities. In anticipation of the early erection of a hospital unit, and urged on by the 
Order of the Eastern Star, the Foundation started construction of the "crossover" to 
provide a dining room, an up-to-date kitchen, and food storage facilities. Members' 
rooms were on the upper floors. Through the efforts of the OES, the hospital soon 
came into being with a ward room and services on three floors. From that time on, 
the refuge at Wallingford has been called the Masonic Home and Hospital. Sewage 
beds, enlarged water lines, fire hydrants, greater laundry capacity, and an adequate 
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heatin lant followed. Constant adjustments a~d adapti~n were r~quired as the 
I
g 

p nded The original cemetery lot 10 the anCient bury10g ground at comp ex expa . '" d th H e 
Wallingford being filled to capacity, a new "God s Acre was opene on e om 
grounds in 1927. . b 

The Masonic Charity Foundation, when incorporated 10 1889, ecame c~sto
dian of $3,278, bequeathed as a Permanent Fund. In 1922 an assessment was laId. on 
the rapidly increasing number of Masons being added to the rolls of the Fratermty, 
and an Endowment Committee named of which Robert S. Walker (G.M. 1928) ":as 
Chairman. Through their success in finding well-to-do Brethren who could contrIb
ute liberally of their own free will and accord, the Endow~ent Fund gre~ to over 
a half-million dollars in 1935 and was close to $600,000 10 1940 .. ApplIcants for 
admission to the Home were being received in greater numbers and It was necessary 
to withdraw eligibility from mothers, sisters and daughters u~le~s they were 
members of OES. Assistance in a program of outside help for qualIfy10g b~y~ and 
girls came from the Amaranth, with Fred A. Verplanck (G.M. 1910) the admm1Str~-

tor. The great philanthropy of the Masons in Connecticut (the Masonic Home at 
Wallingford) relieved the local Lodges of some of their most severe probl~ms of 
charity and relief. Many Masons are not sufficiently informed of what goes on I~ t~~t 
model lnstitution and others are heedless of their obUg~tlon9 -:- 9~?,C! unhl ~! 
ha ens to them". At first, the Home operated somewhat like. a typIcal town farm 
of fte period~ Soon, however, Wallace Moyle, President of the MCF (191 ?-1919) and 
Grand Master in 1920, determined to get rid of the dange~ous and decayIng wooden 
b 'ld' which had opened in 1895. He was strongly aIded and abetted by Judge 
L~~n~~~~ickerson (G.M. 1917) and other supporters, and defied all obstacles to the 
rection of the first' fireproof unit (now the Wilder section). Wallace Mo~le ne\'er 

~ived to see fulfillment of his plans as he died within the next year. No sectIon of the 
present complex bears his name. . . 

The 16 Lodges added during this period had not been anticIpated. One .result 
was that with big money coming in, many Lodges found that the t~!1\ptatIon to 

d was irresistible. Some let their pride outrun their prudo~cei plttnn dd imprel'
~T I nd when the banks closed found themsevles 10 trouble. However, slve emp es, a , '. 
no charters were surrendered during those hard tImes. . 4. 

With new members coming in literally by the hundreds there was a. tenden(~ 
toward short cuts in the ritual, and mass production. To counteract thIS trend, a 
regulation was passed which limited conferral of degrees to classes of no mor.e than 
5' A more careful check on moral and physical fitness was suggested; and u~lform
i;y of the ritual required through a combination of cipher and vocabulanes (the 
Mnemonics) which has proved to be a rather cumbersome system and ~o guarantl~ 
of accuracy. Minimum fees to be charged for the degrees were estabhshed but not 
always adhered to. . .: 

Efforts were made towards Masonic education through an attempt. at mdoctll
nation after the degrees has been conferred. Attention to the lectures wIthou! soml' 
sort of compulsion or constraint did not succeed. Lockwood's text on MaSOnIC Ltl\\" 

and Procedures was revised and became Nickersons Digest. The Past Grand 
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Masters organized themselves to take counsel together - there were simply too few 
teachers to instruct the.hundreds of new members. Career and professional degree 
teams came into vogue with a tendency to improvise and dramatize rather than 
render a dignified and meaningful conferral of degrees. More and more reliance and 
responsibility was placed on District Deputies who were soon recognized by being 
made permanent members of the Grand Lodge. Fellowcraft clubs tended toward 
exuberance in some instances, necessitating control of such groups which were 
intended to provide "further light". Initiation was no guarantee of instruction or 
indoctrination: men often joined the Lodge and found nothing to hold their interest. 

After victory in Europe was achieved, a survey indicated 26 percent of the 
membership had entered the armed forces (although possibly some were reported 
as participant!: in the war effort rather than being in uniform). Lodge Officers were 
often absent and not replaced by newcomers. Dispensations for military Lodges 
were not favored although Morris Payne (G.M. 1938), then Master of Union Lodge 
in New London, was permitted to finish conferral of degrees in France on a number 
of candidates in process. 

For many years, the Grand Lodge was financed by a fee which the Lodges paid 
for each initiate. For some time this was $1.00 per initiate; raised to$I.50; and in 1875 
raised to $2.50. In 1869, a per-capita assessment of$O.10 Was levied for on~ yenr nnd 
in 1878, an assessment of $0.20 per-capita was levied. This so outraged one Past 
Grand Master that he indignantly declared it "unMasonic" and terminated his 
membership in the Fraternity. 

. Lodges were to determine who were "members" and might drop from their 
rosters anyone not heard from during the past 5 years. In 1920 the sched ule of dues, 
fees, and assessments was $1.25 per capita of which 90 cents was for the Masonic 
Home. 

From time to time increased support was provided for the Masonic Home, 
Masonic Service Association, disaster relief, and construction of the George Wash
ington memorial. In 1940 the sched ule was: a per-ca pita tax of $2.50 for each member 
on the rolls of the Lodges; ($2.00 to the MCF, and 0.50 for Grand Lodge); $2.00 for 
et\eh affiliate on the rolls of subordinate Lodges; $20.00 for each new initiatE' and 
each new affiliate from sister Grand Jurisdictions (the last two items to be paid to thL' 
MCF). 

The Royal Arch, the Council of Royal and Select Masters, and the Knights 
Templar Commanderys which had flourished for years, became the object of 
interest for a great number of the newly made Masons and provided a place for them 
tv labor and hold office. Official recognition was afforded the Royal Arch when thL' 
Grand High Priest for the first time was guest of the Grand Lodge in 1930. He was 
soon followed by the Grand Master of the Grand Council and the Grand Com
mander of the Knights Templar. Within a year or two the Scottish Rite Deputy was 
accorded. the status of Head of a "coordinate body" -(which is technically incorrect 
and was not sought by them!). The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and ACCL'ptl'd 
Masons is the supreme Masonic body in Connecticut (or any other Jurisdiction). ThL' 
Chapter, Council, Commandery, and Scottish Rite draw their membership from 
among members of the Craft but the use of the term "coord ina te" in connect ion wi t h 
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them is a· presumption and should not be used as it means "of equal rank or 
priority". No other Masonically affiliated body is "equal" t~ a Grand Lodge. 

Plans had been made well in advance for an approprIate observance of the 
sesquicentennial of the Grand Lodge and it appeared that Thomas H. Desmo~d was 
to be in the Grand East during 1939. The Grand Lodge of New HampshIre had 
planned an elaborate program for the same date. Therefore on July 8th, t~e exact 
anniversary date when the organization of the Grand Lodge of Connechc~t was 
perfected at New Haven, a commemorative special communication was held ~n that 
city. Nearly 100 Grand Lodge Officers, permanent members, ~nd repr~sent~ hV~S of 
41 Lodges were present, the founding twelve Lodges bemg speCially invited. 
Brother Robert T. Alcorn was the only one present who had attended the Centennial 
observance in 1889 and was escorted to the Grand East. The Grand Master read the 
following statement of Principles confirmed by adoption: 

Statement of Principles: 

"Freemasonry is a charitable, benevolent, educational, and religious 
society. Its principles are proclaimed as widely as men will hear. Its only 
secrets are in methods of recognition and of symbolic instruction. 

"It is charitable in that it is not organized for profit ar:'d none of its 
income inures to the benefit of any individual, but all is <.:~voted to the 
promotion of the welfare and happiness of mank~~d. '. 

It is benevolent in that it teaches and exemplifies altrUIsm as a duty. 
It is educational in that it teaches by prescribed ceremonials a system 

of morality and brotherhood based upon the Sacred Law. 
It is religious in that it teaches monotheism, the Holy Bible i~ open 

upon its Altars whenever a Lodge is in session, reverence for God IS ever 
present in its ceremonials, and to its Brethren are ~onstant1y addressed 
lessons of morality; yet it is not sectarian or theological. 

It is a social organization only so far as it furnishes additional induce
ment that men may forgather in numbers, thereby providing more mate
rial for its primary work of education, of worship, and of charity. 

Through the improvement and strengthening of the char~cter of ~h: 
individual man, Freemasonry seeks to improve the communIty. Thus It 
impresses upon its members the principles of personal righteousness and 
personal responsibility, enlightens them as to those things which make for 
human welfare, and inspires them with that feeling of charity, or good
will, toward all mankind which will move them to translate principle and 
conviction into action. 

To that end, it teaches and stands for the worship of God; truth and 
justice; fraternity and philanthropy; and enlightenment and orderly lib
erty, civil, religious and intellectual. It charges each of its members to be 
true and loyal to the government of the country to which he owes alle
giance and to be obedient to the law of any state in which he may b~. 

It believes that the attainment of these objectives is best accomphshed 
bv laving a broad basis of principle upon which men of every race, country, 
s~ct, ~nd opinion may unite rather than by setting up a restricted platform 
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upon which only those of certain races, creeds and opinions can assemble. 
Believing these things, this Grand Lodge affirms its continued adher

ence to that ancient and approved rule of Freemasonry which forbids the 
discussion in Masonic meetings of creeds, politics, or other topics to excite 
personal animosities. 

It further affirms its conviction that it is not only contrary to the 
fundamental principles of Freemasonry, butdangerous to its unity, strength, 
usefulness and welfare, for Masonic Bodies to take action or attempt to 
exercise pressure or influence for or against any legislation, or in any way 
attempt to procure the election or appointment of governmental officials, 
or to influence them, whether or not members of the Fraternity, in the 
performance of their official duties. The true Freemason will act in civil life 
accorqing to his individual judgment and the dictates of his conscience." 

Talks were given by the following Brethren selected for their possession of 
"good terminal facilities". Arthur F. Lewis (G.M. 1936), Historian for the occasion; 
Winthrop Buck (G.M. 1929), Grand Secretary, identifying the delegates to the 1789 
meeting; and Arthur C. Wheeler (G.M. 1902), Dean of Resident Grand Masters. 

SPECIAL COMMUNICATION 
Held in New Haven, Connecticut 

Saturday. July 8, A. L. 5939, A. D. 1939 

A Special Communication of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, A.F. 
& A.M., of Connecticut, was held in the Masonic Temple, 285 Whitney 
Avenue, New Haven, Connecticut, July 8, A.L. 5939, A.D. 1939, at 8 p.m., 
for the purpose of recognizing the One Hundred Fiftieth birthday of the 
Grand Lodge. 

Present: 
M.W. Thomas H. Desmond, ..................................................... Grand Master 
R.W. WaIter M. Pickett, ·············· ................................ Grand Senior Warden 
R.W. Anson F. Keeler, ··················· ..... · ........................ Grand Junior Wardl'n 
M.W. Winthrop Buck, ........................................................... Grand Secretary 
R.W. Carlton W. Tyler, ···· .. ·········· ................................ Grand Senior Deacon 
R.W. Ansel A. Packard, ................................................ Grand Junior Deacon 
R.W. Henry K. Plumb, ............................................................ Grand Marshal 
R.W. Earle K. Haling, ················ ................................. Grand Senior Steward 
R.W. Charles J. Ramage, ··················· .......................... Grand Junior Steward 
Wor. and Rev. Sidney W. Wallace, ·· ................................... Grand Chaplain 
R.W. George A. Loomis, ............................................................... Grand Tiler 

Past Grand Masters - Arthur C. Wheeler, Charles W. Cramer, Frank L. 
Wilder, Winthrop Buck, Samuel A. Moyle, James E. Brinkerhoff, 
Arthur F. Lewis. 

District Deputies - Frank M. Jeffrey, Stanley T. Williams, Charles E. 
Curtis, 2nd, Edward M. White, Dwight P. Brainard, Milo A. Appley. 
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. Past District Deputies-Phillip J.Jones, LouisS. Thomas, Willard A. Hunt, 
Albert H. Ruwet. 

Associate Custodians - Roderick W. Cooke, Arthur E. Cost, Frederick H. 
Rittner, Richard M. Greenough, George H. Bole, George E. Bassett. 

Associate Chaplain - Rev. William H. Nicholas. 

During the month of September, appropriate recognition of the sesquicenten
nial was taken throughout the state in each Masonic district. On the anniversary of 
the first semi-annual meeting on the second Saturday in October, a special commu
nication of the Grand Lodge was held at the Masonic Temple on Whitney Avenue 
in New Haven on October 14, 1939. 

The tiled session was opened at 3 P.M. after an organ recital by the talented 
Robert H . Prutting. His music, augmented by that of the Pyramid Shrine Chanters, 
was heard throughout the session. In addition to the Grand Lodge Officers and 
Permanent members, there were guests from eleven Sister Jurisdictions, and 
representatives of 75 of the 128 Lodges then working in the State. Three Brethren 
were present who had attended the Centennial observance in 1889: They were: ·R.W. 
William J. Rawlings, R.W. George A. Loomis, and Bro. RobertT. Alcorn. The Grand 
Master read the 1939 Statement of Principles and called on Arthur F. Lewis (G.M. 
1936) for his historical remarks. This was followed by an "able and scholarly" 
address from William Moseley Brown, Past Grand Master N Virginia, orator of the 
day. 

After singing "Faith of Our Fathers" those in the well-filled Lodge Room 
adjourned to the dining room where there were no unoccupied seats at the Grand 
Lodge tables. 

The gavel and block used by Grand Master Desmond were made from wood 
sa lvaged from the old, original, Charter Oak at Hartford. The gavel was presented 
to the Grand Lodge in 1857 by Grand Tiler, Elizur Skinner. The block '.vas presented 
in 1933 by Grand Tiler, George A. Loomis. 

When the tables were cleared, after an "excellent repast", a welcome Wc1~ 
~xpressed by George E. Hall, Dean of Past Masters of Old Hiram V_ige Number 
One, who called attention to the Ancient Charter on display. Grand Master Thomas 
Desmond announced the first awards of the Grand Lodge Medal of Honor were 
about to be made. 

Those in bronze for Distinguished Masonic Service were presented to William 
Mosely Brown (G.M. Virginia 1934-35), Orator of the day; Winthrop Buck (G.M. 
1924), Grand Secretary: Carl Harry C1audy (G.M. D.C. 1944), Executive Secretary of 
the Masonic Service Association; Weston Granniss (G.M. 1909); Dana B. Helling' 
(G.M., NY); Joseph Earl Perry (G.M., Mass); George Richard Sturges (G.M. 1929); 
Fred Ayer Verplanck (G.M. 1910); Arthur Canfield Wheeler (G.M. 1902), Dean 
among Resident Past Grand Masters. A Medal in silver for Eminent Service to 
Masonry was presented to Robert Spiers Walker (G.M. 1928). 

All the visitors had been introduced except the principal speakers whose 
remarks concluded the evening. The first speaker was Grand Master of New York. 
from which Jurisdiction four Connecticut Lodges received their original charters. 
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Then the Grand Master of New Hampshire asked the privilege of speaking. I-k 
announced the gesture of hiS Grand Lodge in creating a Medal of Honor kn 
th J C c ,own as 

e eremy ross Medal, and presented to Grand Master Thomas Desmond the firs t 
one to be awarded. Carl Claudy, Past Grand Master of the District of Columbia and 
Executive Secretary of the Masonic Service Association of the United States held the 
rapt attention of his audience as he would whenever he spoke for the next 'lR YCilrs. 
The Grand Master .of Massachusetts, whence many of our early Lodges wert-' 
chartered, was the fmal speaker, and closed with most appropriate remarks. 

l) 

2) 

PIERPONT EDWARDS MEDAL 

The Pierpont Edwards Medal, authorized in 1939, is minted in two me tals: 
In Bronze - for Distinguished Masonic Service' 
In Silver - for Eminent Masonic Service. ' 
The Medal in Bronze is awarded in two Classes: 

For. th~s: who have served as Masters of Lodges <either Connecticu t or (l Sister 
Junsd,ctlOn). 

For those w~o have never served as Master of a Lodge but have distinguished 
themselves In other avenues of service to Masonry. 
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION 
Held in New Haven, Connecticut 

Saturday, October 14, A. L. 5939, A. D. 1939 

A Special Communication of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, A. F. &. 
A. M. of Connecticut was held in the Masonic Temple, 285 Whitney 
Avenue in New Haven, at 3 p. m., for the purpose of recognizing the 
Sesquicentennial of the organization of the Grand Lodge. Notice was taken 
of this event throughout the state during the month of September by 

. suitable ceremonies in each Masonic District. This meeting was the culmi
nation and occurred on the anniversary of the first semi-annual. meeting 
as prescribed by the Regulations adopted July 8, 1789. 

Present: 
M.W. Thomas H. Desmond, ..................................................... Grand Master 
RW. William E. Hanmer, ........................................... Deputy Grand Master 
RW. Walter M. Pickett, .....•........................................ Grand Senior Warden 
RW. Anson F. Keeler, ................................................. Grand Junior Warden 
M.W. Winthrop Buck, ........................................................... Grand Secretary 
RW: Carlton W. Tyler, .. : ............................................. Grand Senior Deacon 
RW. Ansel A. Packard, ................................................ Grand J~mior Deacon 
R.W .. l:lenry K. Plumb, ............................................................ Grand Marshal 
RW. John L. Brevoort, ........................................... as Grand Senior Steward 
R.W. Charles J. Ramage, ............................................. Grand Junior Warden 
Wor. and Rev. Sidney W. Wallace, ..................................... Grand Chaplain 
Wor. Robert H. Prutting, ....................................................... Grand Organist 
R.W. George A. Loomis, ............................................................... Grand Tiler 
M.W. Howard A. Middleton,.~ ................................................ Grand Trustee 

DISTRICT DEPUTIES 
RW. Harold G. Wilser, ................................................................ First District 
.R.W. Eugene B. Reed, .............................................................. Second Distri.:t 
RW. Frank M. Jeffrey, ............................................................... Third Di~trict 
RW. Stanley T. Williams, ........................................................ Fourth Distnct 
RW. Charles E. Curtiss, 2nd, ..................................................... Fifth District 
RW. Edward M. White, ............................................................. Sixth District 
R.W. Dwight P. Brainard, ..................................................... Seventh District 
R W. Robert S. Palmer, ........ : .................................................... Eighth District 
RW. Milo A. Appley, ................................................................ Ninth District 

ASSOCIATE GRAND CHAPLAINS 
Wor. and Rev. William H. Nicholas 
Wor. and Rev. Charles A. Downs 

PAST GRAND MASTERS 
M.W. Arthur C. Wheeler 
M.W. Fred A. Verplanck 
M.W. Frank L. Wilder 

284 

M.W. Howard A. Middleton 
M.W. Samuel A. Moyle 

M.W. Ernest L. Prann 
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M.W. Arthur M. Brown 
M. W. Winthrop Buck 
M. W. Robert S. Walker 

. . PAST DISTRICT DEPUTIES 

M. W. Arthur F. Lewis 
M. W. Morris B. Payne 

RW. Wilham J. Rawlings 
RW. Henry R Tisdale RW. David C. Grant 
RW. Stephen B. TreadweJl RW. Harold R. Perry 
R.W. Lewis R. Brock RW. Phillip J. Jones 
RW. Frederick C. Hesselmeyer R.W. John L. Brevoort 
RW. R Roy Thomson R.W. Robert H. Nisbet 
R.W. William M. Wyman R.W. Alb~rt H. Ruwet 
RW. Lewis G. Hamilton R.W. LouIs S. Thomas 

R.W. Frank E. Newton 

H
. N And Representatives of the following Lodges' 
Iram 0 1 . 

St. John's No 2 George Washington No. 82 
St. John's No: 3 Eu.reka No. 83 
St. John's No. 4 Ohv~ Branch No. 84 
Union No.5 AcaCia No. 85 
St. John's No.6 Hartford No. 88 
Compass No.9 Ansantawae No. 89 
King Hiram No. 12 Pawcatuck No. 90 
Frederick No. 14 Con.n. Rock No. 92 
Temple No. 16 D0!'1c No. 94 
Federal No. 17 U!'lOn No.96 
Washington No 19 Hiram No. 98 
Harmony No. 20 Wyllys No. 99 
Trumbull No. 22 La~ayette No. 100 
St. James' No. 23 Bral.nar~ No. 102 
Uriel No. 24 Cor~nth~an No. 103 
St. Mark's No. 36 Co~mthlan No. 104 
Union No 40 Qumebaug No. 106 

. Iv h N Harmony No. 42 an oe o. 107 
Morning Star No. 47 Old ~eJl No. 108 
St. LUke's No 48 Eu~hd No. 109 
Warren No. 5i Oriental No. 111 
Seneca No. 55 Moosup No. 113 
Franklin No. 56 Evergreen No. 114 
Apollo No. 59 Annawon No. 115 
Housatonic No. 61 Oxobox~ No. 116 
Orient No. 62 Cente?mal No. 118 
St. Andrew's No 64 Bay View No. 120 
Temple No. 65 . C~rnerStone No. 122 
Widow's So N 66 Liberty No. 123 
Harmony N~. 6~' Tusca.n ~o. 126 
Fayette No. 69 Hospltahty No. 128 
WaShington No 70 C:om?"onwealth No. 129 
Ch .: Fidelity No. 134 

anty and Rehef No. 72 Eu I'd N 
Manchester No 73 c I o. 135 
Shepherd N 78 Salem No. 136 
Wooster No~79 Level No. ~37 

Momaugum No. 138 
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GRAND MASTERS OF THE GRAND LODGE A.F. & A.M. OF CONNECTICUT 
from 1940 to 1963 

1940 William E. Hanmer (1879-1966) Wholesale fuel dealer Hartford St.Johns (4) J 
1941 Walter W. Pickett 0885-1961> Lawyer, Superior Court judge New Preston Wooster (79) 
1942 Anson F. Keeler 0887-1943) Business.man, Mayor Norwalk St. John's 
1943 Carleton W. Tyler (1885-1962) Country storekeeper Southbury King Solomons 
1944 Ansel A. Packard (1894-1957) • Utilities executive Portland Warren 

(6) J 
(7) 

(51) 
1945 Henry K. Plumb (1888-1966) Industrialist Branford King Hiram (12) 
1946 Earle K. Haling (1896-1967) Banker, Grand Secretary Willimantic Eastern Star 
1947 Charles J. Ramage (1905-1988) Utilities executive West Hartford Oxoboxo 
1948 Louis S. Thomas (1897-1984) Banker Old Saybrook Harmony 

(44) 

(116) J 
(20) 

1949 Phillip J. Jones (1888-1983) Dentist East Hartford Orient (62) 
1950 Frederick C. Hesselmeyer (1895-1966) lawyer Hamden Day Spring 
1951 Clarence O. Lister 0895-1971> lawyer Easton America 
1952 Robert H. Nisbet (1879-1961> Professional artist Kent St. Lukes 
1953 George S. Hull (1885-1968) Jeweler Clinton Jeptha 

(30) 

(32) J 
(48) 
(95) 

1954 Thom W. Corby 0903-1961> Public relations, Home Admin. Waterbury Harmony (42) 
1955 John H. Smith 0889-1971) Highway engineer Phoenixville Putnam 
1956 J. Hull Manwaring 0895-1970> Tax expert, local official Niantic BavView 
1957 Conrad Hahn (1906-1977) Educator, editor M.S.A. Washington, D.C. Apollo 

(46) 

J (120) 
(59) 

1958 AJbert H. Ruwet 0899-1973 ) Business man, Home official Wallingford Olive Branch (84) 

1959 Gordon F. Christie (1907- ) Banker Fairfield Washington 
1960 Russell H. Milnes (1911- ) Clergyman Bethel Housatonic 
1961 Paul D. Collier (1899-1975) Educator Simsbury St. Marks 
1962 Ernest R. Davton (1892-1972) Industrialist, C.P.A. Middletown St. Johns 

(19) 

J (61) 
(36) 

(2) 

1963 Frank E. lin~ley (1901-t986) Utilities engineer Thomaston St. Andrews (64) 

J 
J 
J 
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TO THE SUMMIT 
1940 -1963 

We now reach that point in time which will be of special interest to many for it 
begins an era within the memory of a majority of our present day members. This 
is the time span from 1940 to 1989 and one of the most momentous periods in the 

history of your State and Country. It encompasses the years of World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and military actions 
in various other spots in the world. It has witnessed the violent changes of 
Government in countries in Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East. It has seen 
the birth and growth of exploration of space and the landing of men on the moon. 
It has watched development of the jet-age, the computer age, equal rights, and 
modem technological advances. Medical and surgical breakthroughs have ex
tended the life of millions throughout the world and eliminated some diseases while 

perfecting treatment for others. . It has been an age of change, both violent and peaceful; devastating and 

advantageoqs. The Masonic Fraternity has not been outside this realm of change. During the 
early part of this era the Fraternity experienced two of its- greatest periods of 
membership growth. As it happened after World War I-so it reoccurred following 
World War 1I.lt was in 1930, twelve years after the Armistice ended the hostilities 
of World War I, that the membership peak of 46,351 was reached. In almost the 
identical pattern, the membership growth following World War 11 peaked in 1957, 
twelve years after the end ofthe Warin 1945. At this point, it reached an all-time high 

of 48,394 members. As night naturally follows day, so membership decline follows ",embership 
growth in most fraternities. Following the peak in 1930 (which held ewn through 
1931), a steady decline began which continued until 1942 when applications again 
began to outstrip deaths, dimits, NPD's, and other losses, In the 1%0", a change 
came suddenly and without warning. The figures for 1957 showed a gai.'\ oHM. The 
five years prior to 1957 averaged about a 400 member gain. The first'annuallos

s 
(in 

1958) was not serious enough to cause any consternation - only 28 members - and 
68 Lodges still showed gains of 305 members for that year. The remaining Lodges, 
however lost a total of 333. But, 'as the ensuing years came and went, the picture 
became more ominouS. Year by year the losses went from 28 to 148, to 297, to 371. 
and on until in 1974 it reached a high of 1168. From that point the loss figure has been 
reduced to an annual average of 709 from 1981 to 1988. In this interim, the roll of 
membership in the State had shrunk by 18,000 members. Of not much encourage· 

ment was the fact that the problem was nationwide. ~ 
~, 

~t" " 

:,: 
.\ 

'\ 

u\ 

The practice of selecting an appointee from among the District Deputies and 
advancing him through the "line" had become well established by 1940 and il 
became the rule. There being nine Grand Lodge "Line" Officers and nine Masoni< 
Districts, each District could always have a representative in the Grand Lodge Line. 
To assure this equitable representation, an appointee to the bottom of the Line wa. 
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always to corne from the same District as the outgoing Grand Master. Thus, as a 
District lost its representative at the top of the Line, it gained a new one at the bottom. 
Equal representation throughout the State was assured. 

Early in this period (from about 1940) the time and place for the Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge became a matter of some concern. Accommo
dations at the Masonic Temple in Hartford were inadequate and parking space was 
becoming hard to find. At the Annual Session in 1947, the date of future meetings 
was changed from the first Wednesday in February to the first Wednesday in April. 
This served to ease the problems of fiscal reporting as the Lodge returns (due after 
the first of the year) could be received at the Grand Lodge Office with sufficient time 
to incorporate them into Grand Lodge reports for the Annual Session. It also got rid 
of th~ problems of travel and parking during winter storms. One side effect of the 
change of date was to extend the term of Grand Master, Most Worshipful Charles 
J. Ramage, until Aprill, making his term the longest since the 2-year term of Grand 
Master Hugh Stirling in 1894-95. Brother Ramage also had the distinction of being 
the first Grand Master born in the twentieth century. Hv was also the youngest in 
many years and one of the youngest ever installed. He was only a little over half the 
age of Robert Nisbet who was installed as Grand Master five years later. Most 
Worshipful Brother Ramage was to have a quarter century of service ahead of him 
as Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge and President of the Charity Foundation. 

The Grand Lodge Banquet, held on the evening preceding the opening of the 
Annual Session, grew out of an intimate dinner hosted by Grand Master Fred A. 
Verplanck for his suite in 1910. It gradually grew to be one of the most pleasurable 
features of the evening preceding the Annual Meeting. 

The meeting place, which had been designated in the Grand Lodge Regulations 
as Hartford, was changed to read: "at the pleasure of the Grand Master". Accord
ingly, the Grand Lodge met in the Masonic Temple on Whitney Avenue in New 
Haven from 1951 through 1955 with accommodations provided at the Taft Hotel. In 
1956, following the opening of the Statler Hotel in Hartford, the Session was moved 
back to Hartford with all activities housed under one roof at the Statler Hotel. The 
more spacious facilities for banquet, business sessions, and entertaining, without 
the necessity of moving from one location to another, made it rouch easier and more 
pleasant. This arrangement continued for thirty years but rising costs of banquets 
and other facilities at the Hilton rose to prohibitive levels and other accommoda
Hons were sought. The Park Plaza Hotel in New Haven was nearly new and a 
contract was obtained at much better terms than had been available. So in 1987, the 
Annual Session once again moved to New Haven. 

Throughout this period, means were sought to shorten the time span required 
to transact the business of Grand Lodge. As a means to this end, the practice of 
bringing all committee reports to the floor was gradually lessened. Only major 
reports were read during the session. All reports were printed and made available 
but the left. over copies indicated that many of the delegates did not have sufficient 
interest to carry them back to their lodges. 

In his address to the Craft as he opened Grand Lodge in 1938, Grand Master 
Anders Jacobson, an exemplary man and Mason, concluded his address with an 
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exhortation "to cherish and practise the principles of the Order, to take them 
seriously, and mark them well at a time when a new philosophy was appearing to 
cha llenge the 'Faith of our Fathers'. At the next annual session that grand old hymn 
""as sung and has been ever since. From about that time onward, according to the 
r~cord, the National colors were introduced with ceremony, probably the most 
iJTlpressive occasion being when Generals George R. Sturges and Morris B. Payne, 
1:>oth more than six feet tall, both in uniform, and both Past Grand Masters, advanced 
them to the Altar. 

In the decade of the 1940's, more visitations developed. The cognomen "Guests 
from Sister jurisdictions" was replaced by "Distinguished Visitors" although it is 
probable that many were distinguished primarily by the prestige oftheir high office 
and the honor of election by vote of their Brethren. Dependent, associated, and 
subordinate bodies appeared and later some were incorrectly accorded the title of 
"coordinate" . 

As the years passed, charity and relief, (always a watch-word for Masons) were 
broadened. Cries for aid came from sufferers around the world and were heeded by 
the Fraternity - help provided beyond the call of duty. 

Disaster relief was extended to Equador because of earthquake damage; to 
lepers in various colonies which came to public attention; to European Masonic 
Grand Lodges dissolved under the Hitler and Mussolini regimes; to residents of 
Manitoba's flooded lands, and to others. While identified, most of the assistance 
was being no~ forwnrded through the coordinating agency of the Masonic Service 
Association. That organization also assisted the USO, and during World War 11 
established Masonic Service centers near military ca mps and, among other places, 
at New London and Hartford . In Hartford, the center was located in the Masonic 
Temple, across the hall from the Grand Lodge Office. When the office dosed for the 
day the sta ff crossed the hall and spent the evening serving coffee and sandwiches 
to the servicemen. Connecticut Masons made individual contributions ·0 the war 
effort and there was no opposition to the imposition of a per capita fee of $.25 per 
annum to support the MSA. Masonic Field Agents were sent into Vete:ans Hospi
tals,'and'others, to perform their great humanitarian work, which still r_ontinues. 

The great war of 1941 -1945 called many Officers away from their d,.irs in the 
several Lodges, and continuing returns showed 1700 Masons out on active duty. 
Others served on the home front as air raid wardens, and in other capacities in 
various communities. 

The War Governor was Brother Raymond E. Baldwin whose career in the 
Governor's chair, as United States Senator, and as Chief justice oftheStateSupreme 
Court, is without parallel in Connecticut history. During his later years, he was 
awarded the Pierpont Edwards Medal for Distinguished Masonic Service and the 
David Wooster Medal as an outstanding citizen. 

Many other changes took place. Grand Treasurer joseph Buths, who was 
appointed by M.W. and judge Leonard j. Nickerson in 1916 to fill the unexpired 
terll) of R.W. Stanley Bosworth, died in 1932, and was replaced by ArthurC. Mason, 
appointed by Grand Master Sherwood Raymond, for the balance of the term. M.\\'. 
Brother Raymond was elected to the Office in 1933 but only lived two weeks. 
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Frederick Fisher, a Hartford banker and Past Master of Washington Lodge No. 70, 
was appOinted byGrand Master James E. Brinckerhoff to complete the term. He lVa s 
elected In 1934 and served until the 1941 Annua l Session. 

The early 1930's crisis, which ca~sed all banks to be dosed (to reopen und er 
certam control~), had resulted In an mterruption of the cash flow to the Masonic 
~ome. To provIde operating capital, some temporary loans had to be made between 
dIfferent funds. Many Lodges fell in arrears and were practically bankrupt, but with 
:'Ise management came through . Two per capita assessments were of necessity 
Imposed on the Craft and the first steps were taken to outline better bookkeeping 
methods and to offer prudent insurance plans. Yet the Trustees were able to place 
a conSIderable amount into the purchase of Defense Bonds. 

Grand Secretary Winthrop Buck (G.M. 1924) continued in office until a pro
longed Illness ended hIS earthly sojourn in 1948 after nearly 20 years service. His 
work program was not finished but he had made g rea t strides in providing histor~ 
and bIOgraphIes; the regIstry; the library; a more business like office; and most 
Important, establIshing personal contacts and good relationships with the Lodge 
Secretane~. He ~as succeeded by Earle K. Haling (G.M. 1946) a highly qualified and 
cour~eous mdlvld.ual With managerial experience. He conducted a smooth adm ini 
stra~lon and contmue~ good Lodge relations. He wrote the traditiona l Fraternal 
~~Vl~WS and kept the lIbra:r and registry up to dllte. He compiled lin <1CCount o f the 

Is tnct Deputy system whIch was printed in the Grand Lodge proceedings for 1963. 
Most valuable nsslstnnts to him were Miss MClfie Sproat who during her 52 YC<1T 

career worked unde~ 5 Grand Secretaries and 40 Grand Masters, lind Dorothy 
Parke~ C!'apley) ,:ho In 41 years served 4 Grand Secretllries and 41 Grand Masters. 

T ~ mcrease m the numberof Lodges and membership tota ls cannol be re<1lized 
~~cept In retrospect and s tudy. They show g lllring ly on the Ch'Ht of st<1l is lical diltil . 

Ixteen Lodges were lidded to the roll during the 25 years covered in this chllpt l'r 
and there w~re several mergers. The new Lodges were all in growing industriill 
areas spreadIng out fr?n~ the urban centers. WlIr had its influence, liS it alw<1ys does, 
and afflu~nce came In ItS wake. Dispensations were issued for Lodges UD lit 
Stuttgart In Germany, and at Tokyo in far away Japan. The all time total of 
membershIp peaked at 48,394 in 1957. The greatest number of new members added 
t~ the roster occurred In 1946 which 2576 were initiated and affiliated. In add itio n 
2.J8 were reInstated. A comparatively sma ll number of rejects was reported w hich: 
remarkably, decreased year by year. It is an indication of how the desirability of 
r:'embershlp In the Masonic ~raternity seemed to diminish, as in o ther orgcll1iz.1 . 
tlOns. No one wanted to belIeve that a ga in of 1101 initiates in 1963 wou ld be 
threa tened by more than 1/ 2 that number of dropouts, although the death toll of 
over 1000 was not surprising. 

. T~le n:'e~est outline must suffice to show the burdens that fell o n the Fraternity 
In mamtallllng standllrds at the Masonic Home during these twenty YCilrs. 3roth<.>f 
Robert S. Walker (G.M. 1928) was President of the Board of Managersof the Masonic 
Chan ty Fo.undatlon ~or Over twenty years. His most spectacular achievement 
~01~~;4ed hiS assurnptIon of the management of the Permanent Endowmen t Fund 
In . It reached the total of somewhat one half a million dollars in 1940, g rew to 
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a million and a quarter when he d ied in 1930. and \,"ith the momentum \,"hieh his 
nurture had gi\"en it, \,"as well O'"er h '"o million in 1960. His fo resight made it 
possible for the Home to continue operation on a fa irl y leyeJ course. 

The Board of Managers and the Superintend ent had to contend not only with 
inflation and a limited cash flow but with a host of other hindrances. Most apparent 
was the increasing per capita cost of maintaining the standard of care for residents 
in the Home and patients in the Hospital (which had developed from the infirmary). 
The farm continued to operate but with less variety in production. The p igs and 
poultry w ere gone. Labor was diverted tu the war effort w hich mea nt that many a 
resident and patriotic w orker was taken away. Even Dr. Kurt Pelz, the Home 
Phys ician. was absent with the army for more than two years. 

Like everYl)ne e lse, the Home Management suffered fro rn the wa r time res t ric
tionsaf food rationing, irregular cash flow, labor shortage, and ris ing perca pita cosi. 
To this was added the threat of ex tensive and expens ive changes mad e necessary by 
the invasion of the Wilbur Cross Parkway. The right-of-way cut across the sweep o f 
lawn and farm between the Home and Community Lake. The pro fessio nal skill of 
Past Grand Master Thomas Desmond and the effo rts o f Past Grand Master George 
Sturges w ere influential in the final adjustme nt. With unerring aim the surveyo rs 
had pointed their planned cons truction at the water mains, the sewage filte r beds, 
the road net, and other services. State aid finally became available to correct the 
damage done to land and fa ci lities. 

In 1942 the necessity arose for an increased per capita of $4 for suppo rt of the 
Home and Hospital. Every initiate, and each affiliate from a Sis ter Grand Jurisd ic
tion \Vas to contribute $20 as part o f his entrance fee. Past Gra nd Master Wa lker 
pointed a lit that "everyone petitioning for mernbership in a Masonic Lodge knows, 
or soon tl scertains, that it is a charitable institution, and that "Masonry" and 
"Brotherly Relief" are synonymous the world over. Masonry today must grant aid 
through organized charity if it is to be e ffective. The old days of volunta ry 
collections are o ver. It is only throug h the requirement o f a definite "mount from 
each Mason that fraternal assistnnce becomes jus l <lnd cquil<l blc". This W llS too 
eaSily forgotten and when the decision was mad e to raise fund s for a nll r~es' 

residence, it was necessary to resort to solici tations from the more generous and 
those who remembered their obligations. The dea th of Robert Walker (G M 1928) in 
1950 necessitated a change in the makeu p of the Board of Managers o f the Masonic 
Charity Found ation and in the Admin istration o f the Home and Hospital, <IS it h<l d 
come to be called after the O ES Hospita l was opened in 1926-1 927. Frank L. Wilder 
(G M 1922) beca me President and Clarence O. Lister(GM 1951) was ap pOinted to act 
for PGM Verplanck, w ho retained his me mbership although he \vas inacti vc. 

With chang ing times and ad va nces in medical science, pens ions, and social 
security, the majority of the popula tion a t the Wallingford facility grad ua lly shifted 
from ambulatory residents to hospital patients. Housing needs changed and, in 
response, housing for nurses and self-sufficient roomers was provid ed in thc 
Walker Memorial Build ing when it was opened in 1955. By no w, boys and g irls w ho 
were formerly under part-time care of the Foundation and the tute lage o f r GM 
Verplanck, had matured, and, furthermore, the s tate had nmv assumed responsibi l-
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ity for the care of children in this category. 
Dr. Kurt Pelz began his full time service as Director of Medical Services and 

Chief Surgeon with Thorn Corby (G.M. 1954) as overall Administrator. Brother Al 
Ruwet continued as Home Supervisor, a position in which he had eight years 
experience, and added Field Service to his list of duties. This continued until the 
beginning of his term as Grand Master in 1959. With the death of PGM Corby in 
December of 1961, Dr. Pelz became Executive Director. 

The elaborate studies, reports, and recommendations prepared by PGM Walker, 
which had appeared in full in Grand Lodge Proceedings, became somewhat 
curtailed. The details in brief, were now presented at the Annual Meetings of the 
Foundation, held during a break in the business sessions of the Grand Lodge. 

In 1941 the per capita cost of a Home resident was $.92 per diem and for Hospital 
patients $2.00. The population was: Home - 194; Hospital - 108; Outside - 90 (47 
children and 43 adults) making a total of 392. In 1960 with: Home -119; Hospital-
181;Outside-13 making a total of 313, the per diem amounts were $5.34 and $10.91. 
By 1986 there were approximately 750 under the care of the Foundation with an 
average daily cost per person of $77.90. Large as this may seem in comparison to 
costs a mere 25 years ago, it is a far cry from costs in other institutions, and one must 
realize that there are so many more Hospital patients than Home residents. There 
were so many factors which influence these figures that a real appreciation cannot 
be r~alized without study of the full reports of the Board of M~nagers. The Craft at 
large can congTatulate.themselves that Home affairs were in' such good hands and 
continue to be. 

The Masonic Home enjoyed liberal support from all the affiliated and Masoni
cally related organizations, largely in goods and services, until a preference was 
expressed for contributions in money by which means distribution was easier and 
more equitable. 

In 1953 Masonic Lodges nationwide were aware of the 200th anniverJary of the 
date when George,Washington was made a Mason. Grand Master Robert H. Nisbet 
gave it his encouragement in Connecticut with the result that more than one half the 
Lodges took note of the event locally while some of the districts : Jnd ucted 
programs on a large scale. That year the Replica Lodge Room was OP( ,ed in the 
George Washington National Memorial in Alexandria. Grand Master Fred A. 
Verplanck had attended the organizational meeting of this National Memorial 
Association in 1910, and for more than three decades was an active participant in the 
Annual Sessions. In 1944 he relinquished the job of Connecticut Representative to 
Grand Master Ansel Packard. His interest had been largely in seeing the completion 
of the Knight Templar Chapel. At his death, in 1957, 150 of the finest books in his 
extensive library were sent to Alexandria. Connecticut still keeps up its support, 
and stands well up on the list of total contributions. 

The Chapters of the Royal Arch, the Councils of Royal and Select Masters, and 
the Commandery's of Knights Templar flourished as they became the objects (If 

great interest for a great number of Masons. It was a place for them to work, hold 
office, and indulge in elaborate dress. The positions as "Grand High" was nftl'n 
duplicated, and Grand Masters (before, during, and after occupying the Grand 
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East) often became leaders in these associated bodi . 
Their existence was simply tolerated or a k 1 des, ;hlc~ were not subordinate. 
High Priest appeared as a guest of the G c ;~w e ge untIl 1930 when the Grand 
and is so recorded in the Proceed' ~an odge at the Annual Communication 
of the Royal Arch, the Grand CO~:~d:r :;:::on followed by the Grand Master 
the Scottish Rite. Since then other M . Commandery, and the Deputy of 
regular guests. The term "coordinate b:~o~I~-re~~t~d organizations have become 
for which that word is used is "coord' ~}S WI e y used today although nobody 
Lodge, A.F. & A.M. By definition IIco~n~.e ~~,on an equal plane with the Grand 
or degree. The Grand Lodge stand's al r IDa teh mean~ of equal importance, rank, 
N one as e preInler bod' .... 

o others are equal. An Affiliated Bod II y In any JUTlSdlctIon. 
Bodies but n~t with the Grand L d Y ~';[ be coordinate" with other Affiliated 
incorrect and was simply added 0 ge. us, th~ use of the term is technically 
. some years ago WIthout pro d . 

tIme peak of membership occurred in 1957 wh' per a optIon. The a 11-
year, 1660 members were added t th en a hIgh of 48,394 was attained. That 
• .• • 0 e rosters of the 132 Co r L d 
IDlhatIon, reinstatement or affiliation Th 1474 I . nnec ICUt 0 ges by 
dimits, NPD's, and disci~linary action ~tiII ~eft a m;:~s s~~taIn~d through deaths, 
1957 the last year to date to post a ga" b ers Ip gam of 164 - making 

M mmmem ers. 
. W. Conrad Hahn had a distin uish d . 

was elected Grand Master in 1951 th ell~a~eermEdu~ationinConnecticutand 
following the death of M W C I C'I e

d 
t man to fIll that Station. In 1958 

. . ar au y PGM of th O' . ' 
Ex~cutive Secretary of the Masonic Se .' " e Istrlct of Columbia and 
named to fill that empty post. In the ~IC:~:s~cJahon o~ the Unite~ States, he was 
extensively throughout the United Stat~ and ~ served In that OffIce, he traveled 
respected lnen among the man bl ecame one of the most loved and 
their fellow men. He died in Beih cax

a ~ ant eminent Masons who have served 
Masonry's finest hour in the

es u~1ic ary a~d on Dece.mber IS, 1977. 
October 8, 1908 when the Final J: eye I~ ConnectIcut may have been on 
Northwest Corner of the parapet on t~n~ ~:sl p ac~d by the Grand Lodge at the 
~ reminiscent event 50 years later occ~rr~d :~ Bndgeacross the riverat Hartford. 
m Grand Lodge to return the Meme . e~ the ~ayor of Hartford appeared 
deposited. The heavy copper box h ~to B~~ wlt~m which souvenir items had been 
were not compatible. AIthou h mana it:':ns cetenorat:d b~t.mixed metal and paper 
had deteriorated. The metal ~und it~ . ould be Id~ntIfJed, others, more fragile, 
in Fairfield, who fashioned a number ::~~nto the StU~1O ~f a diSciple of Tubal Cain 
ing his death the identity and locat' f thmmemorahve Items therefrom. FolIow-

IOn 0 e remnant metal was lost. 
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CONRAD HAHN 
llUh Grand Master -1957 

Executive Secretary of the Masonic Service Association 
01 the United States -1958-1977 
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During construction work on the Bulkeley Bridge and associated streets, a heavy
equipment operator dug up the box which had been placed under the final bridge 
stone. Pictured above is the return of that box to the Grand Lodge during the 1959 
Annual Session. In the photo are: (Left to right) The Hartford Police Driver lor the 
Mayor; Mayor James H. Kinsella; and Grand Master Gordon F. Christie. In the 
background is PGM Russell H. Milnes, Grand Chaplain. 

299 



"-.. THANK YOU, MR. EDWARDS 

I,j'l' ~chapter ends with brief mention of the observance of the 175th Anniver
l in, 0{ lie Grand Lodge. This event was engineered by Grand Master Frank H. 
"'~;l$ part of the comprehensive program, which he spelled out in the message 
e"enf Iljlowed his installation. The several districts arranged one or more special 
~~~ St~d, on several occasions, entertained visitors from the Grand Jurisdictions 
c.,~~ e~nnec ticut Masonry originated; those with Lodges originally chartered by 
sPec; eC!icu t; and a ll the neighboring jurisdictions. Nearly thirty Lodges reported 
a~~;"a l Programs of their own and as many more reported recognition of the 

. Object ~rl\\ry . Others are known to have done so with no details reported . The 
"ariedIV@of theobservance was to interest a greater number of the Craft through a 
dl8~if Offering of information and instruction; to obtain more publicity through 
t~blicle(j p'ublicdisseminationof news about the Fraternity; and, through dignified 
o~or QI>pea rances at strategic times and places, sustain and enhance the d ignify, 

~QCJ.e t Ql\d repu tation of Freemasonry. First day covers and a commemora tive 
?~l1e Of souvenir items were helpful in spreading the word . This was helped by 

ll1i&i)t cticu t Square and Compasses, by Lodge historians, and reporters, which 
'v~U be reviewed in connection with any observance. 
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GRAND MASTERS OF THE GRAND LODGE A.F. &: A.M. OF CONNECTICUT 
1963'{ODATE 

1963 Frank E. Linsley (1901-1986) Utilities engineer Thomaston St. Andrews 
------------------------------~--------------------------------------------------------(-M~ 
1964 Irving E. Partridge (1897-1981) 
1965 William Campbell (1912-1981) 
1966 William M. Wyman (1901- ) 
1967 Harry E. Bellini (1903-1979) 
1968 Gail l. Smith (1915- ) 
1969 William F. Booth (1904-1971) 
1970 CarlO. Carlson (1910- ) 
1971 Merle P. Tapley (1920- ) 
1972 William C. Neu (1907-1986) 
1973 William F. Saars (1908- ) 
1974 Wesley F. Gomez (1906-1975 ) 
1975 R. Stanley Harrison (1919- ) 
1976 Alexander N. Chapman (1903-1980) 
1977 Arthur F. Simpson (1915- ) 
1978 James M. Desmond (1924- ) 
1979 Carl J. Anderson 0913- ) 
1980 Morris J. Budkofsky 0925- ) 
1981 John C. Sturges (1915- ) 
1982 Christopher T. Wyld (1917- ) 
1983 Frederick H. Lorenson (1922- ) 
1984 Herbert L. Emanuelson, Jr. (1929- ) 
1985 Arthur W. Kratzert 0925- ) 
1986 Dennis L. Elkins 0942- ) 
1987 Norman L. Getchell 0935- ) 
1988 John Gonsalves (1927- ) 
1989 Gail N. Smith 0937- ) 

Insurance executive Wethersfield 
Factory mgr., Grand See'y. Wallingford 
Banker Norwich 
Banker Lakeville 
State Police Windham 
Travel Agent New Haven 
Postmaster Deep River 
Writer, Editor South Windsor 
Advertising Mgr. Stratford 
Engineer Niantic 
Postmaster Cornwall Bridge 
Lumber Co., Grand See'y . Bristol 
Engineer Stafford Springs 
Factory executive Milford 
Engineer Granby 
Athletic Coach Haddam 
Electrical Contr. West Hartford 
Attorney New Canaan 
Engineer Waterford 
Manufacturer Naugatuck 
Lawyer New Haven 
Civil Engineer Southington 
Marketing Consultant Essex 
Data Control Supervisor Bethel 
Micrometry Engineer West Hartford 
State Policeman Willimantic 

St. Johns 
Fidelity 

St. James 
Montgomery 
Eastern Star 

Olive Branch 
Trinity-Mt. Olive 

Evergreen 
St. John's 

Union 
Blazing Star 

St. Paul's 
Ionic 

Ansantawae 
St. Mark's 

Granite 
Level 

Harmony 
Brainard 

Shepherd-Salem 
Wooster 

Friendship 
Granite 
Eureka 

Doric 
Eastern Star 

(4) 

(34)J 
(23) 
(13) 
(44) 

(84) 

(43)J 
(114) 

(8) 

(31) 

(74) j 
(11) 

(110) 

(89) 

(36) J (19) 
(37) 
(67) 

(102) 

(78) J 
(79) 
(33) 

(18) 

(83) J 
(94) 
(44) , 

J 
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THE PRESENT DAY CHALLENGE 
1963-1989 

~ ~ 

The year - 1963. The beginning of the last quarter-century in this two-hund red
year history of the Grand Lodge. The membership total of 47,212 would have 
seemed an unbelievable figure to those stalwart men who formed the Grand Lodge 
in 1789; but already it was down about 2.4% from the peak of 48,394 in 1957. 

CHANGES WERE OCCURING!! 
Within the:;e few years had come a startling reversal: the number of new 

members slid downward; deaths continued high; while the total of demits and 
NPD's rose alarmingly. 

The trend was nation-wide, and afflicted nearly all groups, Fraternal and non
Fraternal. Some of the explanations given are acceptable, but the apparent flight 
from such societies has not yet been explained, and certainly not curbed. Year after 
year the trend has been deplored and corrective measures sought - but in vain. 

This would seem to indicate that the desire to join Fraternal and social orders 
was no longer as prevalent as it was fifty years before. In this quarter-century, nearly 
a whole generation of young Americans has been lost to the membership rolls of 
Fraternal and service groups. In this time span, an average of 1.7% of the member
ship would be lost each year to close out the Bicentennial with a total of about 27,500. 
(This figure includes an extrapolation of the figures to include the whole of 1989. 

As this period opened, the competent and courteous Earle K. Haling (GM 1946) 
was in the Office of Grand Secretary, having succeeded Winthrop Buck (GM 1924) 
in 1947. Buck had interested himself in administration, the registry, history, biogra
phy, and Library; in compiling the Fraternal Reviews, and in maintaining close and 
personal contact with Lodge Secretaries. He had an experienced and capable office 
force. Brother Haling carried on the programs of his predecessor. 

The era started with Frank H. Linsley occupying the Oriental Chair in the Grand 
East. The Grand Lodge had suffered the loss of Albert M. Gesler, Grand Senior 
Deacon, and the Grand Senior Warden dropped from the line, so three new faces 
appeared in the line of 1963. 

The ancient "Table Lodge" made a reappearance through the efforts of the 
Grand Master and has been well received in the years since. In this year, Masonry, 
along with the rest of the population, was shocked and saddened by the assassina
tionofPresidentJohnF. Kennedy, M.W. Linsley immediately senttelegrams to Mrs. 
Kennedy and to President Johnson, expressing the sympathy and concern of the 
Masonic Fraternity in Connecticut, and our best wishes to them both for the trying 
times ahead. All flags were ordered to half-staff. 

The cost of operating the Grand Lodge for the year was $106,167.69, and total 
disbursements were $420,397.03. There were 1051 deaths during the year. 

Irving E. Partridge was elected Grand Master for 1964 and during the year the 
Fraternity suffered the loss of 1075 Brothers including two Past Grand Masters: 
Frank L. Wilder (GM 1922); and Samuel A. Moyle (GM 1933); and the Grand 
Organist, A. Stanley Usher. The petition for a new Lodge in Manchester to be known 
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as Friendship Lodge was accepted and they were placed under Dispensation. 
During the year Lodges throughout the State Celebrated the 175th Anniversary of 
the Grand Lodge with public and private programs appropriate to the occasion. 

Another Past Grand Master, William E. Hanmer (GM 1940) died during 1965, 
along with 1073 others. William Campbell was Grand Master and perfonned one 
Cornerstone Laying Ceremony (at Grace Episcopal Church in Trumbull); and one 
Dedication, (the Masonic Temple in Bridgeport). Our loses continued _ a net 563 this year. 

During the term ofWilIiam M. Wyman (GM 1966), Henry K. Plumb(GM 1945); 
Frederick C. Hesselmeyer (GM 1950); and Earle K. Haling (GM 1946), were called 
from their earthly labors, accompanied by 1056 other Brother Masons. M. W. Brother 
Haling had been Grand Secretary from 1947 until his death in January of 1977. 

At the Grand Lodge Session in April, 1964, the following resolUtion Was presented and passed by the delegates: 

To lire Most Worslripful Grand Lod8L', A.F. & A.M. of Connecticut: 

The Committee on Grand LOdge Rules and RegUlations recommends 
the (ollowing change in Section 320 so that the same shall read as (ollow", 
Section 320, Titles of Grand Lodge Officers, should read as follows: 

The title of the Grand Master shall be "Most Worshipful." The 
title of the remaining elected Grand Lodge line officers, together 
with the Grand Senior and Junior Deacons, Grand Marshal, 
Grand Senior and Junior Stewards, Grand Chaplain, Grand 
Historian, Grand Organist, Grand Tiler and District Deputies 
shall be ".Right Worshipful." Brethren who have held such offices 
shall retain their respective titles for life. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ CLARENCE O. LISTER, P.G.M., Chairman, 
/s/ PHILLIP J. JONES, P.G.M., 
/s/ WILLIAM C. NEU, D. Dep., 

Report accepted and recommendation adopted. Committee. 

The resolution came about because occaSionally an appointee to the Grand 
Lodge Line was not a Past District Deputy and therefore did not hold the title of 
Right Worshipful. This caused confusion for the Lodgl's Who were accustomed to 
seeing the Grand Lodge Officers with that title. It was also embarrassing to the 
Officer when he was introduced by a title to which he was not entitled. Changing 
the regulation so that ALL Grand Lodge Officers were called Right Worshipful eliminated the confusion. 
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WILLIAM CAMPBELL 
119th G rand Master - 1965 

February 20, 1912 - June 26, 1981 
Grand Secretary 1967-1981 
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Following his sudden a nd untimely death, Brother Haling was succeeded by 
William Ca mpbell (GM 1965) whose experience in the manu fac ture of mechanized 
office equipment and the knowledge 01 its application soon became apparent. The 
Fraternal Reviews were d iscontinued after having been a fea ture of Grand Lodge 
Proceed ings lor 150 yea rs, lollowing recovery Irom the anti- Masonic depression. 

A change in 1966 brought in the "Lodge ol Sorrow" w hich could be opened the 
first of the year and remain open until December 31, during w hich tiITle funera ls 
could be cond ucted without the necessi ty 01 opening the Lodge each time. Lodge 
could be opened by declaration. 

During the reign 01 Harry Bellini (GM 1967) 1091 Members 01 the Frate rnity la id 
down thei r working tools. Among them was one of the giants of Masonry, Gcorge 
R. Sturges (G M 1929). A g iant in sta ture as well ", in intellect a nd desire to serve, he 
w as the "Mr. Everything" in Connecticut Masonry. A retired Brigadcer Genera l, 
member 01 the Boa rd 01 Managers 01 the MC F lor well over 35 years, he spent over 
lilty 01 his fift y-eight yea rs o f Masonic Members hip in service to Masonry on the 
local. State, and Na tio na l level. He was Chairman of the Executi ve Commissio n of 
the Masonic Service Association of the USA from 1929 through 1942 and w as 
cred ited with being the one man w ho saved the MSA from ex tinction. 

Ded ic.1 lions of Temples al Thomilston, New Dritain , .1 nd East H aven occupied 
so me of Ga il L. Smith 's year in 1968, and 1065 Brothers answered the ca ll fro m 
Above, incl uding George S. Hull (GM 1953). 

In 1969, while William F. Booth was Grand Master, the Ramage Wing a t the 
H orne and H ospital was started and the following year Gra nd Master Carl O. 
Carlson laid the Cornerstone. A lso during 1<)70, Corn ersto lles were laid at Eastern 
Star Lodge No. 44 i·n Windham, and at T ri nit y Church of Christ in Trurnbuli. Later 
in the yl'ilr, the new Lodge bui ld ing in \N indham WilS dedica ted. A total of 2091 d ied 
duri ng 1969/ 70, among them J. Hull Ma nwa ring (GM I956). 

W hen the center of G m nd Lodge activ ity was shifted to accommoda tions at 
W~ ll ingf()rd in -1970 and reloca ted on the grounds of the Masonic Horne and 
Hospital, the Archi ves and M useuill cabinets suffered somewhat in the d isplace
ment. The rcrnoval Look the office out of a location occupied for 100 yea rs in an 
ea rlier ril ilroa d center, now diminished in importance, and into the geographicill 
center of the stil te w Hhin e<lsy reach by automobile from all con1l~ rs of the state. 
Impn.wl'd faei lit il's genera tL'd more p<l t rOllage a nd service <l nd the rnuve proved to 
be <lS <ldVil llt<lgeolis as h<ld been nnticipnted. It W<lS no loss to the Cnp itaI city, il5 
ilccess to the M asonic Temple Wil S inhibited by traffic to the Civic center. The on(' 
ti lne M <lsonic c('nter for the metrop()li t<lll d ist ricl W<lS soon n bn ndolled as the Lodges 
il nd Affil iiltcd Bodies moved to the suburbs. 

Thl' YCilr 197 1 devilstnled the rnnks of the Pnst Crilnd Mnstcrs. Y\'hell Merle 
Tapley took Office in April , 2 1 PGM 's were on the ro lls; by Ju ly only 17 remained. 
The yea r stnrtcd wi th sndness in thl' rn nks w hen Philip C. RouleCl u, Depu ty Grnnd 
MClster, Cl nnounced il t the first of Mnrch thClt he could not go on. H e had been 
sufferi ng from a terminnl illness and, in fnc t, d ied shortly after the Grand Lodge 
session. D uring the session, he WClS unnnimously elected H onora ry Past G rand 
Mnster; the first ill Connecticut history. Following in rapid succession were: John H . 
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imith (GM 1955) on May 5; William F. Booth (GM 1969) on May 9; and Clarence O. 
.. ister (GM 1951) on June 14. The Cornerstone laying ceremony was cond ucted at the 
lew home of Bay View Lodge in Niantic on a cold March 18, 1972. Shephard Lodge 
~o. 78 and Salem Lodge No. 136 of Naugatuck applied for merger and it was 
lUthorized, to be consummated in 1972. A Sunday supplement on Masonry in 
:onnecticut was also authorized for publication just prior to Grand Masters Day in 
1972. During the year Edgar Kilby came to the Masonic Home as the "heir apparent" 
to Dr. Pelz's position when the Doctor retired. Grand Lodge assessments increased 
this year for the first time in several years: a Grand Lodge increase from $2.40 to 
$3.50; for the MCF operating funds, an increase from $6 to $10 per member. 

The opinion of some, that younger men are appearing among those elected 
Grand Master, is not borne out by the facts. The truth is hidden behind the whiskers 
and mustaches which were popular personal adornment one hundred years ago 
and again today. These, however, do not necessarily indicate age, maturity, or 
uncommon wisdom. During the last quarter century more than one-half of the 
Grand Masters in Connecticut were over sixty years of age when taking office, two 
actually over seventy, while ten had not yet qualified for membership in the 
Masonic Veterans Association. Some showed more wisdom and strength than 
others, and three, it was generally agreed, worked themselves into an early death 
to which their exertions for the fraternity had contributed. 

Three Brothers who rose to a seat as Grand Warden, were compelled through 
varying circumstances to forego advancement to the summit, while five others did 
not make it to a Warden's Station. In comparison to the Grand Masters elected 
during this last quarter-century, those immediately following the Centennial of 
1889 had an average age of 52 years by the calendar, while the span of years between 
their Raising as a Master Mason and their ascension to the Grand East was twenty 
years. A great day had been planned for Grand Masters Day in 1972 to add luster 
to Masonry and to the reign of William Carl Neu who was installed in the Grand East 
in April of that year. The Ramage Wing at Wallingford was to be dedicated on that 
day and invitations had been sent to other Grand Jurisdictions, to Government 
Officials, and to all Grand Bodies. Ten thousand were expected. The Masonic 
Supplement in the Sunday papers throughout Connecticut had been published and 
the day was eagerly awaited. 

RAIN!!! RAIN!!! RAIN!!! The skies opened and the rain fell in torrents. There 
was no question of having outside activities. Those plans went in the discard pile 
and hurried changes were made to move inside. While the crowds were good for 
such a bad day, the ten thousand who were expected never even began to materi
alize. Nor did most of the members of Congress who had been invited. After over 
a year of planning - a total washout! 

The cornerstone WAS laid with proper ceremony in ancient custom. Speeches 
were made (much abbreviated) and the luncheons and visitations went on as 
planned. Butthe Grand Masters big day was a disa ppointment for him and the other 
Grand Lodge Officers, and Masonry's chance for some great public exposure went 
down the drain with the tons of rain water. 

During this year 1125 Masons passed through the Eternal Gates, including two 
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Past Grand Masters: Albert H. Ruwet (GM 1958), and Ernest R. Dayton CGM 1962) . 
This year shOWed the second highest loss in membership with 1093. The work of 
consolidation of Shephard Lodge No. 78 and S.,lem Lodge No. 136, was consum
mated and Shephard-Salem Lodge No. 78 Was Constituted. Dedications .,nd 
Rededications kept William F. Saars on the move during his term of Office in 1973. 
The Temple in Granby, the Temple Hall of Wooster No. 10, in Colchester, and the 
new Temple of Bay View Lodge No. 120, in Niantic, were dedicated in proper form, 
and the Wilder Building at the Home and Hospital was Rededicated. There were 
1092 deaths and the third highest year of loss of membership -1019. 

The tenn of WeSley Gomez CGM 1974) was plagued with misfortune: We 
incurred the highest membership loss of any year - 1168; Paul D. Collier CGM 1961) 
died, and the Grand Organist, Gordon Rhia, suffered an attack on his way home 
from a meeting and had only time enough to pull to the side of the highway before 
he died. When the Grand Lodge Session came, the Grand Master moved into the 
Hotel and on the morning of the Session he Was taken to the Hospital and was not 
able to attend any of events which culminated his Grand Lodge year. The Deputy 
Grand Master, R. Stanley Harrison, stepped into the breach and won the accolades 
of his peers for the manner in which he conducted the business of the session with no prepara tion. 

During 1975, Most Worshipful Brother Harrison had the opportunity to con
duct his own session after a busy year in the Office. He also had the unhappy task 
of performing a funeral service for his predecessor, MW Wesley Gomez, who did 
not survive long after his illness at Grand LOdge. Also during the year Common
wealth Lodge No. 129 and Roosevelt Lodge No. 130 were merged and Common
wealth-Roosevelt No. 129 was Constituted. The Oed ication of the Wooster Building 
at the Masonic Home lind Hospital gave more space to the facility and better means to care for specific types of cases. 

On Grand Masters Day, the Bicentennial of the American Revolution Was 
kicked off with John W. Sha nnahan, Executive Director of the American Revolu tion 
Bicentennial Commission for Connecticut, as guest speaker. Following the "kick
off", the 9th District sponsored the events for this first year. On each Succeeding 
year, a different District was scheduled to be the sponsor. 

The Bicentennial of the American Revolution was being plaYed up by many 
Grand Lodges, especially in some of the original thirteen States. Pennsylvania 
sponsored an exhibit of historic memorabilia centered around the Revolutionary 
period, and invited other States to add displays of their own. Connecticut was one 
of those who responded with an exhibit of Connecticut artifacts of the period. The 
exhibit was displa yed in historic Philadelphia a nd people from all OVer the country 
poured into the city to visit the Liberty Bell, C.,rpentcr's Hall, (meeting pLlce of the 
first Continental Congress), Independence Hall, Benjamin Franklin's grave, Betsy 
Ross House, William Penn's home, and Cliveden, scene of the critical action.,t the Battle of Germantown on October 4, 1777. 

This was 1976-and, with the sentimental backward view being uppermost in 
the minds of many with an awareness of the significance of history, the original 
thirteen colonies were faVorite visiting spots. 
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Alexander Chapman was Grand Master. In Connecticut, the 4th Dis trict \vas 
host to the Bicentennial events <lnd they, too, beat the drums of history. The Grand 
Lodge SU rrl'fl'd 1046 d",'aths .mel., net los~ of 832 members. 

Arthur F. Simpson held fort h as Gri1 nd Master in 1977 and several things 
happened which are worthy of nole. A dispensa tio n was issued to a group in 
Wolcott for a new Lod ge to be known as Wolcott Lodge. Discussions were under
taken with the owners of "The Square & Compasses" magazine which resulted in 
its purchase by the Grand Lodge withall rights included. Arthur (Bud) Simpson and 
William C. Neu, together with a Publica tions Committee assumed the task of 
publishing the (now) Officia l Grand Lodge publication. This duo continued to 
manage the job until the illness of Brother Neu forced his retirement. For the next 
three years Bud Simpson ca rried on alone, re tiring in April of 1988. The job of Editor 
was then passed to Merle P. Tapley (GM 1971). There were 1013 deaths during the 
year, including Co nrad Hnhn, the natio llnlly known Executive Secretary of the 
Masonic Service Associiltion of the US.A. who was Grand Ma ster of Co nnecticut in 
1957. The Bicentennial celebrations during the yea r were carried out by Lodges in 
the 2nd District in conjunction w ith David Wooster Day. 

For the third time in the history of the Grand Lod ge, an ordained minister, 
Russell H. Milnes, had been eleva ted to the Grand East in Connecticut, jus t prior to 
the s tart of th is quarter·century. Now, for the first time, a son, James M. Desmond, 
succeeded to the Orienta l Chair of the Grand Master w hich had been occupied by 
his father, Tho rnas H. Desrnond , in 1939. The yea r was 1978. This event was to be 
repea ted in 1989 when Gail Nelson Smith followed the footsteps of his fa ther, Ga il 
Linnel Smith (GM 1968). He was installed in the Grand East in March, 1989, to serve 
the Craft as the ir 143rd Gra nd Master. 

DuringJames M. Desrnond's term of Office, the Bicentennial Observances werC' 
ca rried out by the 6th District and were used to raise rnoney for the refurbi shing and 
restoration of the Old State House in Hartford. This wasa continuation of intent ,l11d 
e ffo rt as Masons in the Dist rict had been the first to make a concerted effort to 
"adopt" the building and restore it for a historic landmark. R.W. Charles Bierkan, 
Pas t Grand Senior Steward was Curator of the building and developed some 
recognition of the historic edifice as a museum. N ine hundred and seventy·six 
Connecticut Masons laid down thei r working tools during the yea r for a net loss of 
890 members. 

Carl J. Anderson, a retired Coach of Sports, and a popu lar resident of Hig
ga nutn, assumed the reins of Office in 1979. A confirmed Red Sox fan, he became 
know n as a hlirnoTOlIs speaker, and frequently amused audiences wit h friendl y 
"sparring matches" w ith a later Grand Master (Dennis Elkins) w ho was an equally 
rabid Ya nkee fan. Included in the list of910dea ths during the year was the name of 
Harry E. Bell ini (G M 1967). The 1 st District hosted the Bicentennial events this yea r. 
For the first time, the total disbursements of the Grand Lodge passed the hal f
million dollar mark with the Gra nd Lodge operating expense being $110,952.00. 
During the Grand Lod geSession, M.W. William F. Saars, GM in 1973, waspresol1t l'd 
the Pierpont Edwards Medal in Silver for eminent Serv ice. 
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THOMAS H .. DESMOND 
93rd Grand Master _ 1939 JAM ES M. DESMOND 

132nd Grand Master -1978 

The year 1978 produced a landmark occasion. Jam es M. Desmond of St. 
Mark's Lodge No. 36, of Simsbury, was elected Gra nd Masler of th e Grand Lodge 
of Connecticut. His Masonic career had almost perfeclly parall eled that of his 
famous father who had served as Grand Master in Connecticut in 1939. This was 
Ihe first time that Ihis had ever OCcurred in th e S tate and it Was unfortunat e thai 
Thomas Desmond died in 1950, so he co uld nol experience the pleasure and pride 
of seeing his SOn installed in th e Grand Easl - • ce remony in which he would 
certainly have played a large part. 
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Mo rris I. Budo fsky o f West Hartfo rd, the fi rst Grand Master o f Jew is h fa ith, was 
e levated to the Grct nd East in 1980. During the yea r there w ere 983 dea ths including 
Alcx'l1lcl cr N. Chaplll,lI1 (GM 1976). Celebr;ation o f the Bicentennia l of the A me rican 
Revolution continued w ith the 7th District hosting the va rious events. 

In 1981 , Jo hn C. Sturges, an Attorney from New Ca naan, was insta lled Grand 
Master. During his tenure, the Temple o fSt. John's No.8 in Stra tford was dedicated, 
as was the Lodge room of Asylum No. 57 in Stonington, and Momauguin No. 138 
in East Haven. There w as a consolidatio n o f two Lodges in N o rtheastern Connecti 
cut with the resulting "Cornerstone-Quineb" ug Lodge No. 122" Constituted with 
proper ceremony. Connecticut , this yea r, saw two of its Past Grand Masters of mOTC 

than usual renown answer the call of Heaven. Irving E. Partridge, Jr., (GM 1964), and 
William Campbell (GM 1965) had built" reputa tion of service and involvement 
which placed them in a special niche. Both hnd been Deputies for Connect icut in the 
Scottish Rite (Ca mpbell was serving a t the timeof his dea th) ; both had been in volved 
in the Masonic Charity Foundation as m embers of it s Board o f Managers; Ca mpbell 
was past Executive O fficer of DeMolay; Active Member of the ISC with more than 
50 years of service to the O rder of DeMolay; and Grand Secreta ry of the Grand 
Lod ge for fourteen ye"rs. With them, 983 others entered the ir eternal home. The 8th 
District hosted several events w hich celebrated the Bicente nn ial o f 1776. 

The sudd en d en th of Brother Campbell and the Office Manager, R.W. Ed ward 
Beizer, w ith in a ma tter of weeks, WllS a serio us setbllck to a s mooth-ru nning 
opera tion. Personal matters, coupled wi th problems with an un fa miliar w ork load, 
made the trans itio n difficu lt as R. Sta nley Hll rriso n (G M 1975) look the re ins of 
Grand Secreta ry . Getting opem tions back on track proved to be an unexpected task, 
especia lly as new demil nds illld proced urill Cl djustment s hild to be milde to il CCOI11 -
moda te the needs of the neig hbor (t he Masonic Chari ty Fou nd il tion) toweri ng 
above the Grand Lodge Office. 

Ded ications, reded icat io ns, 3rd District Bicentennial events, specia l ceremo
nies, il nd the no rmill duties o f il Gm nd Milster 1l1ade 1982 a busy YCil r fo r Chris to
pher T. Wyld during his tenure. Among the observances of the 250th Anniversary 
of the birth of George Was hi ngton, lVas one sponsored by the 4th District. With S. 
Kenneth Ba ril , Master of Temple Lodge No. 16, as the spa rkplug, the Dis trict 
received the Virginiil Craftsmen on Friday evening, May 22, a nd o n Silt urday a full 
day's prngrilm was enjoyed, stCl rling at IO:O() il.l11 . wit h thl' fift'S il nd drums of the 
oldest corps in America w ho accomp.m ied the Virg in ia Bret hren to Connect icut. 

Dedica tions included the renovated building in Glenbrook w hich was the new 
home of Unio n No.5 and Commonwea lth-Roosevelt Lodge N o . 129 (bo th from 
Stamford); the re furbished Lodge room .md pa rlor at Windsor Lodge No. 70, in 
Windsor; the new ho me o f Wooster Lodge No . 10, in Co lchester; ilnd the dcdiccl li (lIl 
of the first Region,, 1 Nursing Home, ASHLAR OF NEWTOWN. There were Y2 t 
deaths for a ne t loss o f 766 members. Two Pierpoi1t Ed wa rds Medal in Sil ver Wl'rl' 
awa rded: to M.W. Arthur F. Simpson, PGM, and M. W. R. Stanley Harrison, I'GM 
and Grand Secre tary. 
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R. STANL EY HARRISON 
129th G r.lnd Maste r - 1975 

G rand Secre tClry (rom 1981 - Present 
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At the Annual Session in 1983, Frederick H. Lorenson was elected the 137th 
Grand Master of Connecticut. Thanks to a Retention Committee, and their emphasis 
on effort to retain members on the rolls, NPD's and Demits were the lowest in years 
during his tenure. Several dedications were carried out during the year: a tree was 
planted on the Grand Lodge grounds and dedicated to the memory of PGM William 
Campbell, Grand Secretary for fourteen years; new officers aprons were dedicated 
at St. Johns No.6, in Norwalk; the William E. Stone Parlor at Temple No, 65, in 
Westport - the newly refurbished room financed by Brother Stone's widow; a metal 
capsule was placed in a wall at the "Green" in Lakeville and dedicated to commemo
rate the 200th Anniversary of Montgomery Lodge No. 13. The Grand Lodge 
participated in ground-breaking ceremonies at the site of the new Masonic Temple 
of Dayspring No. 30, in Hamden. This year marked the ending of the Bicentennial 
of the founding of the United States and it was celebrated in several places including 
Frederick Lodge No. 14, in Plainville. The program started with a church service and 
the laying of a wreath in Farmington, followed by a Lodge meeting in Plainville. The 
Grand Master attended the "250th Anniversary of the Grand Lodge of Massachu
setts". (Actually the 250th Anniversary of the founding of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge in Massachusetts. 

The Grand Master (and the Grand Lodge) also had the privilege of participating 
in 200th Anniversaries of Montgomery #13, in Lakeville, and King Hiram #12, in 
Shelton. 

In his Grand Master's Address, Bro. Lorenson recommended the procurement 
of service pins in "5-year increments" to supplement the present 25 and 50 year pins. 
(This has since been accomplished and many have been presented in the ensuing 
years.) At the Grand Lodge Session in 1984, Pierpont Edwards Medals in Silver for 
Eminent Masonic Service were presented to M. W. William C. Neu, GM in 1972; and 
to R.W. James R. Case, Grand Historian since 1954. 

The Fraternity suffered 983 dea ths during the year and a net loss of 491 members 
leaving a total membership of 31,619. The leadership of the Grand Lodge shifted 
from Manufacturer to Attorney in 1984 with the election of Herbert L. Emanuelson, 
Jr., to the Grand East. Again, this year, several dedications were conducted by thl' 
Grand Master, assisted by the Grand Lodge Officers. The cornerstone of the new 
Temple of Dayspring Lodge No. 30, in Hamden, was laid and the building 
dedicated on June 23. On September 8, Daskam Lodge No. 86, in Glastonbury, was 
rededicated after refurbishing was finished. October 17, the cornerstone for "Bridgl' 
House" at Ashlar Village was laid with impressive ceremonies, marking another 
step in the development of Ashlar Village and continued service to the Fraternity in 
Connecticut. 

The Grand Lodge film, "The Quiet Fraternity", narrated by the well-knowJl 
radio personality, Robert ("Bob") Steele, was completed and acclnimed n5 ,lll 

excellent job. This project was under the aegis of the Masonic Information Commit
tee, chaired by W.B. Russell W. McClelland, Past Master of Mnnchester Lodge No. 
73. Many rewrites of the script, and mnny reviews of "miles" of film footage werl' 
accomplished before the Committee and the Grand Master approved the fin.ll 
product. 
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. There were 979 deaths during the year for a net los f 
shIp at year's end stood at 30880 Ttl d' b so 470. The total member-
$520,234.11. A Grand Lodge Bicenien~i:1 rv::d~~~em~nts for the year added up to 
produced, State Lodge maps were indexed and ~o~ see Photo) ~as a~proved and 
form for use of Grand Lod Off' D . P ated, and printed m pamphlet 
G d ge Icers, epuhes and oth Th C C 

ran Masters of North America t't A I ' . ers. e onlerence of 
C r ' a I s nnua Meetmg in MyrtI B h 

aro ma, adopted a resolution for the forma tion of N . e eac, South 
Alcohol Abuse in Youth This was say d f . a atJOnal program on Drug and 
undoubtedly lost) by H~rbert E~ e

l 
rom ~omg back into Committee (and thus 

was, therefore, probably no surpral'sneuethSaOtnh'.w 0 sp~ke eloquently on the subject. I~ 
. d IS expertIse and d d' t' mze and he was elected National Ch . f e Ica Ion were recog-o aIrman 0 the Program 

ne somewhat unusual program of historical' . 
year. It was held in commemoration ofthe200th ~ l1~portance occurred during the 
and Colonel Seth Warren of Roxbu Co . nmversa~oft.hedeathofBrother 
vance, planned by the BicentenniJ' C nne~hcut. In conJunchon with the obser-

written and printed. (Excerpts from the ~:~;~~~~~~) commemorative article WitS 

SETH WARNER BICENTENNIAL MEMORIAM 
October 14, 1984 

"1/(' dOL'S r('sl fro1l1 his labors" 

Grilnd Master t ferbert L. Emilnue!son Jr N) L 
Junior Wardl'n along with oth' M '. : I" l rman . Gl'tchell, Grilnd 
to Roxburv ,C(~nnectl"-ut TI cr asomc l'aders and tJll'ir lildil's trilvdl.'d 

, ' '- . 11'V Wl'rt.' wdcom • i h I I T 
the Town green wherl' Broth,,'r S 'tl W ' tel y. oca own offici'lls il t 

'" C 1 arnl'r S remillflS . t :f conclusion of t-h 'f I . " ,are Ifl errel . At thl' c orma ceremomeSil wreath )f h I 
on a form dl'picting the Squ :f C ( c rysant lemums mounted 

are ant ompasses WilS pI >:f tIL 
the monument bv Most W)r BEl" ( • aCCl a t le "ltlse of , . l. r. manue son. 

SETJ I WARNER 
It was il sad Christmas in Roxbury Con . . 

thl' C;rl'l'n Mountilin Bovs I", i _ t" k necllcut Ifl 1784. The Il'ilder o( 
in hl'illth hv morl' thtl.," ~ l:f'(~ _ll(i"lml'("l~C to.'he town of his birth, broken 
. ' '" Ce ll' 0 mit'nslvl' ef( t h I I' 

fighting for till' indl'pl'nd,'nCl' of til' . I :f'L S or on l'lil t of thosl' 
l \\Ou ( lll' tate of V, t I' L 

sC<lrrl'd bv honorabll' woun:fs . ff :f' I crmon , liS llodv , l. su ert.'( 111 t ll' W[1 '1 ' -I ' 
frt.'l'dom from till' Moti1l'r Coult ' r \\ lll: 1 won Anll'ricil's 

I rv. 
t lis braVl'ry, silgildtv, elll'rg~ and h . . '. 

through milnv il tOlll,h ~Pl)t.,. l' I .umamty had GlrrJl'd hml along 
. . o· .. Ilu won 11m a host f':f . 
fOllo\\'l'rs ilnd none hut well wisll' . TI G' . 0 ell. nllrt.'rS, dl'VOtl'd 

. crs. le IrlJlll~e[lper \,. I I 
tohl'dl'niedandSl'thWlrlll'rSl :f :f " ' . \aSrl'entl'sS,not 

, , Irrl.'nll'rl'l. gl\'Ifl' I it 
not (ortv \'l'ilrsold Extrl'nll'lv:f .t·t t :f' :I g up lelrl 'l'(,lUSe hl' was 

. " " ll'Stul'ilnlll'I)'n:f't I I' 
netghhors, his body \\'tlS "'(:tll"ll :f :f (t l (In on t lee lClrttyofthl' 

, '." "v gllarl l.'( ron1 p . 'bl J 
unfeeling men who might hil\'e . rl'ssl'd I . _ O~SI t' attae lml'nt by 
tion a decent huriill WtlS l'nsllrl':fP '":f t t k1etrllOJI~cttons. By this Prt.'CilU-

, . 'l a nl no p tl -e I t I . i 
throng gilthl'rl.'d (or thl' fun' I e l n 1l.' mil st of a hugl.' lril. -
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bu (then Woodbury) in 1743, Seth as a boy was a lov~r 

of w.='::~£;:h~::~o:~i~::!~!:·;:o~~;~~~n:f ~!~ t;;~n:~: 
family . f'd adventure Already a big SIX footer, his qUiet and 
the promise 0 WI er' h ··dl ap
effective leadership was soon in evidence, although e outwa. y 

pea red modest and unassuming. -

He was made a Brigadier Gene~al by the vhermoh~t Ld~gi:~~i~yr~;s 1 :~~ 
I d · h sical dechne and w en IS lsa I 

but was a rea y In a p y ., ' d ffered at Fort George in 
further aggravated by additional woun s su . b 
Se t b 1780 he had to retire from active service. Broken In health ut 

p .em ~\ ';h his pay in depreciated continental dollars far in arrears, 
~~~:~~nhi;;:milY back to Connecticut, hoping to r~cover h~ ~e~lth an~ 
recuperate his finances, which war and neglect of his farm a roug 

t t -: ruin 
almo;~~~ ::: n:~·to be~ however, as his day~ of .great achieveme~t h~d 

assed, and after a brave struggle against the inevitable, ~e had t~ give p 
fhe fight. Over his grave those who loved and respected h~m~lnd In 7~~~: 
midst he died, placed a plain marble slab, not one from t e ermon 1 , 

but one from nearby Marbledale. 

FRONT BACK 

BICENTENNIAL MEDALLION 

Arthur Kratzert the first Grand Master from Friendship L~dge, hNo. 33" !n 
, . 85 A E 'neer with his own busmess, e came (l 

Southington, was elected m 19 . n ngl the Fratemit (not necessarily in that 
the Grand East with a love of p~~rle, go~, a~d'lege of dedic~ting the Ashlar Village 
order). To him fell the responsl I Ityasn prdlvl S t mber 28 1985 It was a great 

. C 't Complex on atur ay, ep e " RetIrement ommum y. 0 Ie waitin to move into the 
day for the Fraternit~ in connechcu~~n~ f~:I\ht~S~i~~orto be Gra~d Master during 
new facility .with a11,.ts advGalnt~ges. h' ahspo assed through the area on September 27. 
the destructive hurrIcane, orta, w 1C 
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just one day before the dedication. Much damage was done around the State (and 
elsewhere) but, happily, no serious damage to the new Complex in Wallingford. 

Bayview Lodge, No. 120, in Niantic, had been totally destroyed in August of 
1984. This was the new building which had been dedicated with proper ceremonies 
on a very cold, damp day in March, 1972. Now, following the destruction of their 
work, the new building was completed and ready for occupation following the 
dedication on December 14. Of particular pleasure to the Grand Master was the 
dedication of the refurbished rooms at his own Lodge, Friendship Lodge No. 33, in 
Southington. 

In addition to 942 other deaths among the Craft during the year, several 
permanent members of the Grand Lodge succumbed: M.W. Frank H. Linsley (GM 
1963), R.W. J. Zalmon S. Hunt, Past Grand Senior Warden, and R.W. George R. Gay, 
Grand Tiler Emeritus, all answered the Final Call and were remembered with 
Memorial Services. 

Loss to the Fraternity was a net of 603 in 1985 leaving a total membership of 
30,181. Total disbursements during the year totaled $521,158.01. Donations to the 
Masonic Blood Drives garnered 1,324 pints total to date. 

One of the happy occasions at the Grand Session at the end of the Kratzert term 
was the presentation of the Pierpont Edwards Medal in Silver for Eminent Masonic 
Service to M.W. William M. Wyman, GM in 1966. 

Dennis L. Elkins, a salesman from Essex, was elevated to the Grand East at the 
Annual Session in New Haven in 1986. He was an ardent supporter of the National 
Drug Program and through his urging and support, the Craft and the Lodges in the 
State went far beyo~d the $30,000 which had been pledged for the project. Dedica
tions during the year included: The St. Johns Center as the Masonic Temple for 
Anchor Lodge No. 112, in East Hampton; and rededication of the Lodge Room of 
Siloam Lodge No. 32 in Old Saybrook. 

Deaths for the year totaled 872 including the loss of M.W. William C. Neu, GM 
in 1972. Net loss was 649, leaving a total membership at year's end of 29,489. 
Disbursements for the year amounted to $618,182.68. Through the efforts of R.W. 
Bernard SteIman, Chairman of the Masonic Blood Program, 683 pints of blood were 
collected this year for a total to date of 3,970 pints. 

During the tenure of Norman Getchell, (1987) problems of decreasing member
ship continued as they did nationwide. Meetingsand discussions were held with no 
earth-shaking solutions surfacing to ease the situation. During his term of Office, 
however, a plan began to evolve with the cooperation of the Grand Lodge and the 
Masonic Charity Foundation. Surveys were planned; an out-of-state Public Rela
tions Firm was contacted; hope began to brighten the spirits of those who were so 
concerned about the Fraternity. This was to continue with great amounts of effort 
on the part of many people during the next Grand Lodge year. 

One event occurred which saddened many people throughout the United 
States. Just before Thanksgiving Day, 1987, R. W. James R. Case, Grand Historian in 
Connecticut, left for New York State to spend the Holiday with his daughter, Julie. 
He drove alone in his own car, as he frequently did. The visit continued to 
Thanksgiving Day. On that day, quietly and with no fanfare (as was his wont) Jim 
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Jut his head down on his ann and simply went away. Had he lived two more days 
1e would have celebrated his 93rd Birthday. Shock waves were felt around the 
\J illion for he W<lS widely known and revered . He had been Grand Historian in 
: onnccticut fo r 33 years. 

A merger of ma jor proportions took place during 1987. Hiram No.1, Olive 
3ranch No. 84, and Connecticut Rock No. 92, combined fo rces in New Haven. 
Hi ram No. 1, one of the o ldest Lodges in the country and one of the larges t in 
::onnecticu t, now had the responsibility of assuring the surviva l of all three. 

The pleasant custom (now in place for about 7 years) o f holding a "Nutmeggers 
Reunion" in Flo rida each February was held as usual with meetings in several 
loca tions about the State. Hundreds of displaced Connecticut Masons a ttended 
these functions where 25 and 50 year pins are presented and good fellowship 
fulfilled . 

Total disbursements for the yea r to taled $569,882.58 and there were 926 deaths. 
Net loss was 755 leaving a membership oi28,734. The Blood Program posted a to tal 
of 605 pints d onated . The yea r 1988 was an important one for Connecticut. With 
John Gonsalves in the Grand East, a task force was named, w ith Deputy Gra nd 
Master Gail N. Smith as Chairman, a nd charged w ith the task o f putting toget her a 
program of change to revit<1lize the Fraternity. Medings were held throu ghout the 
year on frequent occasions. The Public Relatiuns firm was hired to work with the 
Charity Foundation and the Grand Lodge, through the Task Force, to prollluigate 
plans of action. By the year's end, plans were in place and the leaders of the Cra ft 
had had a n opportunity to look them over and form opinions. 

As Grand Lodge time approached, the details were in place. The Program 
consisted of fi ve parts: two, w hich if passed, would require cha nges to By-Laws 
and / or Statutes; the o ther three were philosophical o r conceptual cha nge:->. These 
were presented to the delegates at the Grand Lod ge Session in March, 1989. 

The three philosophical proposa ls were passed easily and included the fo llow
ing concepts: Reinforcement of the id ea that any ma n over 21 is eligible for 
membership. Every Mason has the right to invite and encou rage men of good 
cha racter and conduct to consider becoming a Mason . Lodges and individuals 
should become more ac tive a nd vis ible in the community. Families shou ld become 
more a pilrt of activities. 

There were two stumbling blocks: It was proposed 10 ch.m ge the "unanimous 
ballot" to "Majority ballot". This !,.vas amended to read " three nega tive vo le~ 

required for rejection". This was passed but when a ca ll was made to change the By
laws to incorporate the change, a mot ion to table until the nex t meeting was made 
and it passed easily. The o ther problem came in the section on selection of Masonic 
leaders. The proposal was fo r a "I ine" which was no t "progressive"; that the Grand 
Master and Depu ty Grand Master, the Gra nd Senior and Junior Wardens "could" 
serve two years a nd that o ther Officers could serve no more than two years in a ny 
Office; that the Grand Secreta ry and Gra nd Treasurer would be Appointive Offices; 
and tha t a Committee consis ting of representatives from every District wou ld 
collect names (by consensus from the Districts) a nd present a list at the Grand Lodge 
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Sessions. This was first amended t 
Treasurer from the Appointive lis t b ~ re;nove the Grand Secretary and Grand 
was soundly defeated. A propo It u 'd'd'" len pU,t to a vote, the amended proposil l . a t b sa 0 a a Semi annua lS· • 
In Coer was passed and, because it inv I - c c. esslon on any Saturday 
the next Session. The Task Force \va . to vesdCl change In Statutes, will lay over to 

, I . S InS ructe to t ' 
wit 1 new prop osals which were more. r . {on Inue work a nd to come up 
delegates. 10 me wit the expressed feelings of the 

A momentous Session - an im ortant d 
salves yea r, he was invited to come to~ ~y for Masonry. During John Gun
When the plan was announced, about ~~i~~ a~ put on the Master Mason's Degree. 
their own expense It was a hap t· y asons Jomed 10 to travel to Texas at 
G I . ,' py np and they wer ' , 

ansa ves Was presented a "ten-gallon" hat e very well treated . John 
appolOtment as Honorary Deputy Sheriff. ,a proclamation by the Mayor, and an 

JOHN GONSAL YES 
Most Worshipful Grand Maste d . r unng 

Ihe first part of Ihe 
Bicentennial year. 
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(Seated from left to right); Kenneth B. Hilwkins, Grand Sr. Deacon; Wallace Boice, Grand Treasurer; Richard A. Hodgson, Grand Sr. 
Warden; Roland H. Gardner, Deputy Grand Master; Gail N. Smith, Most Worshipful Grand Master; Louis Vander Eyk, Grand Jf. 
Warden; R. Stanley Harrison, (CM 1975) Grand See'y; George W. Pangborn, Grand Jr. Deacon. Back row (standing, left to righU;Joseph 
G. Georgephy, Assoc. G rand Tiler; Rev. Ray N. Cooley, Grand Chaplain; Charles W. Yohe, G rand Sr. Steward; Xavier R. Froleiks, Jr., 
Grand Tiler; Carl L. Edgerton, Grand Jr. S teward; John H. Bartman, Jr., Grand Organist; Gary A. Littlefield, Grand Historian; Samuel 
B. Walker, Grand Marshal. 
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Year of 
Record 

1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 

1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828·" 
1829"· 
1830"· 
1831-" 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 

Number of 
Lodges 

12 
15 
23 
25 

-31 
-35 
37 
38 
42 
43 
43 
45 
46 
46 
48 
49 
49 
50 
50 
51 
51 
52 
54 
55 
55 
55 
56 
56 
57 
58 

59 
61 
63 
64 
64 
65 
70 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
73 
72 
71 
71 
51 
49 
42 
41 
39 
40 
39 
37 
34 
37 
36 
37 
32 
39 
42 
45 
47 
50 

STATISTICAL DATA TAKEN FROM THE GRAND SECKt:TAl<.r~ l<.1:rUl(l~ 
1789-1858 

Total 
Membership 

January 1 

1,001 
1,020 
1,040 
1,043 
1,055 
1,099 
1,129 
1,146 
1,186 
1,244 
1,287 
1,313 
1,353 
1,408 
1,490 
1,578 
1,655 
1,848 
2,080 
2,374 
2,702 
3,116 
3,406 
3,726 

Total No. 
Raised 

Affil
iated 

Rein
stated Demits 

Sus
NPD's pended 

Ex
pelled Deaths 

Membership 
December 31 

One of the lodges chartered in 1793 and one in 1794 were in Vermont. The first in Bennington 
and the second in Middlebury. 

.- (Early returns (rom Connecticut Lodges do not give membership figures. From 1820 the 
Annual returns do give these figures except for the total membership. These tables show 
the figures as obtained from the published returns. They are however, proven to be 
inaccurate as totals do not correspond with figures obtained by adding the initiates, 
affiliates, and reinstatements, and subtracting suspensions, expulsions, and deaths. 
Another fact about the returns which throws the totals off is the lack of listing of deaths 
until 1847.) 

There also is a period which covers 1828 through 1831 when no statistical returns were 
made by the constituent lodges - or - the figures for those years were lost in the fire which 
destroyed many records in the Storer print shop. 

234 
313 
312 
319 
397 
398 
409 
149 

26 
21 
3 

12 
45 
34 
15 
40 
53 
28 
26 
38 
49 
77 
83 

o 
26 
26 
38 
53 
60 
-19 
31 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
o 
8 
7 
o 
o 
6 
6 
6 

1 
1 
1 
o 
1 .. 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
2 
o 
2 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 6 
o 7 
o 4 
o 11 
o 4 
o 5 
o 9 
o 6 

o 1 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 2 
o 0 
o 0 
o 3 
o 0 
o 2 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 

19 
11 
11 
13 
7 

16 
7 

14 

115 
182 
264 
282 
436 
433 
301 
384 
510 

11 
22 
36 
-19 
-11 
35 
48 
o 
o 

2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
2 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
8 

25 
11 
18 
8 

24 
o 
o 

o 0 
o 2 
o 2 
o 1 
o 1 
o 2 
o 3 
o 3 
o 2 

6 
1 
o 
o 
1 
2 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
3 
2 
I 
I 
4 
3 
3 
3 
1 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

12 
23 
41 
32 
36 
40 
30 
60 
46 

o 9 3 

1,020 
1,040 
1,043 
1,055 
1,099 
1,129 
1,146 
1,186 
1,244 
1,287 
1,313 
1,353 
1,408 
1,490 
1,578 
1,655 
1,848 
2,080 
2,374 
2,702 
3,116 
3,406 
3,726 
3,903 

J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
j 

J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 



Total 

J Year of Number of Membership Total No. Afm- Rein- Sus- Ex- Membership 
Record Lodges January 1 Raised iated stated Demits NPD's pended pelled Deaths December 31 

1856 52 3,903 455 0 0 0 0 2 7 45 4,463 
1857 58 4,463 418 0 0 0 0 10 13 62 4,784 J 1858 62 4,784 532 0 0 0 0 5 6 59 5,224 
1859 64 5,224 642 61 1 86 0 2 4 60 5,854 
1860 64 5,854 505 51 0 73 0 14 9 85 5,875 
1861 65 5,875 372 50 0 44 0 0 5 103 6,727 

J 1862 66 6,727 789 55 0 53 0 3 4 152 7,037 
1863 70 7,037 1,056 77 0 153 0 22 3 158 7,834 
1864 76 7,834 1,211 106 0 149 0 4 7 189 8,992 
1865 81 8,992 1,092 98 0 140 0 3 2 121 9,939 

J 1866 85 9,939 860 98 0 158 0 3 12 95 10,629 
1867 88 10,629 920 95 5 202 0 9 10 119 11,957 
1868 94 11,957 881 102 3 220 0 9 8 148 12,784 
1869 100 12,784 830 118 5 262 48 7 9 139 13,072 
1870 100 13,072 828 157 7 96 90 8 7 134 13,715 j 1871 102 13,715 794 115 11 144 51 5 7 161 15,096 
1872 108 15,096 744 77 5 121 51 9 7 156 14,845 
1873 109 14,845 685 104 11 164 257 9 6 162 14,943 
1874 109 14,943 372 74 25 81 36 5 2 127 14,876 

J 1875 110 14,876 558 104 13 141 126 8 11 164 15,131 
1876 112 15,131 468 91 27 142 193 5 4 145 15,011 
1877 112 15,011 441 78 28 162 138 9 8 155 15,016 
1878 112 15,016 444 117 33 115 347 8 7 162 14,968 
1879 112 14,968 391 70 45 122 234 14 5 157 14,660 J 1880 111 14,660 450 92 55 112 129 4 5 197 14,600 
1881 111 14,600 398 77 71 124 285 2 3 188 14,472 
1882 112 14,472 544 103 52 118 168 7 3 201 14,739 
1883 110 14,739 508 94 38 112 74 5 3 207 14,942 j 1884 111 14,942 512 108 43 104 158 9 5 193 14,921 
1885 111 14,921 389 84 42 105 185 3 2 207 14,904 
1886 111 14,904 479 81 36 111 150 3 6 175 15,029 
1887 110 15,029 560 101 49 98 138 2 4 208 15,279 

J 1888 110 15,279 483 110 32 113 205 6 4 187 14,731 

1889 111 14,731 J 1890 614 168 39 111 15,434 122 104 4 1891 580 108 34 1 219 15,434 111 15,505 123 124 3 1892 628 98 41 2 258 15,505 110 15,641 631 
102 144 2 4 278 1893 110 95 35 94 15,641 15,820 576 164 5 3 238 j 1894 111 83 34 93 15,820 16,047 588 94 1 4 261 1895 111 94 54 125 106 16,047 16,514 664 7 1 263 1896 111 113 39 76 158 16,514 16.632 693 0 1 278 1897 109 108 34 94 204 16,632 

1898 
16,813 705 87 45 

3 1 281 16,813 J 109 17,053 673 89 
101 165 4 2 1899 33 227 17,053 109 17,232 68 223 1 1900 718 89 3 172 110 17,446 50 66 173 2 17,232 

1901 753 75 5 214 110 17,397 40 82 489 3 17,446 
1902 874 55 3 332 110 17,730 57 84 321 2 

17,397 

J 1903 908 26 55 1 338 17,730 110 18,514 87 155 1904 974 85 I 1 332 110 19,047 48 86 72 18,514 
1905 983 ISO 0 2 361 110 19,346 53 88 148 19,047 
1906 1,099 88 1 1 465 ItO 20,087 31 82 80 2 19,346 
1907 110 1,128 97 39 100 

1 367 20,087 J 20,752 1,156 92 I 1908 110 84 34 98 
1 384 20,752 

1909 21,410 1,078 115 
105 0 I 417 110 22,108 34 112 94 21,410 

1910 1,143 88 0 I 407 110 22,586 32 88 91 22,108 
1911 1,087 67 0 3 406 110 28 99 22,586 j 1912 23,251 1,069 57 

94 0 0 463 110 23,684 40 94 23,251 
1913 1,114 87 0 1 110 24,281 65 38 89 453 23,684 
1914 1,193 67 

85 0 1 466 110 24,815 25 84 103 46 24,281 

JI 
1915 110 25,378 

1,217 84 32 126 125 
4 437 24,8]5 

1916 1,190 5 0 110 25,983 97 27 98 479 25,378 
1917 1,567 116 6 1 110 26,954 89 56 72 482 25,983 
1918 1,711 77 

139 7 0 517 111 28,114 1,942 32 76 100 0 26,954 1919 112 29,417 70 36 130 0 481 28,114 1920 2,562 80 2 2 114 31,298 105 60 150 127 589 29,417 j 1921 3,851 2 3 116 34,703 178 48 272 520 31,298 1922 3,601 66 1 I 118 37,780 152 52 209 518 34,703 1923 2,436 III 
77 0 1 507 119 39,689 31 135 89 37,780 1924 120 2,295 97 41 

4 3 515 
1925 41,206 2,356 185 ]31 4 0 

39,689 

j 120 42,906 127 70 149 180 588 41,206 2,084 104 5 4 567 44 ]39 42,906 244 7 0 600 44,]8] 



Total 

J Year of Number of Membership Total No. Mfil- Rein- Sus- Ex- Membership 
Record Lodges January 1 Raised iated stated Demits NPD's pended peUed Deaths December 31 

1926 120 44,181 1,893 84 40" 163 251 3 2 655 45,109 
1927 120 45,109 1,492 66 37 163 384 4 1 632 45,241 J 1928 121 45,241 1,449 76 45 215 366 3 1 641 45,905 
1929 125 45,905 1,390 70 65 154 451 14 0 655 46,046 
1930 128 46,046 1,174 61 41 142 466 10 1 657 46,351 
1931 128 46,351 956 60 36 156 779 3 2 671 45,738 

J 1932 128 45,738 516 44 39 190 1,259 10 0 737 44,202 
1933 128 44,202 391 37 35 358 1,925 4 1 700 41,674 
1934 128 41,674 431 46 56 239 1,440 2 1 749 39,762 
1935 128 39,762 460 52 90 225 1,133 6 0 677 38,318 
1936 128 38,318 551 57 107 217 974 5 0 660 37,187 J 1937 128 37,187 724 40 106 214 918 2 0 644 36,263 
1938 128 36,263 598 52 74 193 822 2 0 653 35,308 
1939 128 35,308 664 53 107 210 691 3 1 674 34,601 
1940 128 34,601 662 43 100 172 600 8 2 717 33,916 

J 1941 128 33,916 738 61 126 177 447 2 3 659 33,542 
1942 129 33,542 1,145 58 175 147 270 2 0 609 33,893 
1943 129 33,893 1,552 60 257 123 347 0 1 785 34,533 
1944 129 34,533 2,107 115 336 129 128 0 1 673 36,151 

J 1945 129 36,151 2,251 100 326 149 103 0 0 673 37,896 
1946 129 37,896 2,463 113 258 161 83 0 0 724 39,761 
1947 129 39,761 2,225 111 192 173 172 3 2 707 41,232 
1948 130 41,232 2,093 217 181 187 153 2 1 810 42,591 
1949 130 42,591 1,951 105 157 242 241 0 1 807 43,520 J 1950 130 43,520 1,875 128 127 207 265 2 4 808 44,364 
1951 130 44,364 1,743 114 130 200 264 1 2 777 45,107 
1952 130 45,107 1,742 87 125 171 295 0 0 817 45,778 
1953 130 45,777 1,844 106 121 158 245 1 835 46,609 

J 1954 130 46,606 1,694 112 128 214 302 1 864 47,159 
1955 131 47,159 1,557 186 101 188 293 3 837 47,682 
1956 132 47,684 1,602 209 86 179 288 5 901 48,208 
1957 132 48,209 1,485 94 81 201 292 3 978 48,395 
1958 132 48,394 1,342 109 85 229 369 5 961 48,366 J 

J 
1959 132 48,366 1,241 1960 132 107 104 210 455 0 48,218 1,176 0 935 48,218 " 1%1 99 80 184 J 133 47,921 432 3 1,031 1962 1,062 211 72 221 47,921 134 47,550 1,128 440 3 1,052 47,550 1%3 134 178 96 221 385 47,241 1,011 4 1,101 47,241 1964 116 87 216 134 46,791 393 4 1,051 993 109 88 46,791 1965 135 46,181 211 512 2 

1966 890 180 83 1,075 46,181 J 136 45,669 197 393 1 1,074 1967 912 135 86 193 45,669 136 45,199 351 0 0 1,059 1968 910 135 78 202 45,199 136 44,697 820 325 0 0 1,091 44,704 1%9 136 44,220 
149 59 193 250 4 

1970 820 108 62 1,061 44,217 j 136 43,681 700 
215 255 1 1,056 1971 136 42,999 

107 69 197 324 1 
43,683 

1972 603 124 63 1,035 43,001 135 42,036 243 346 2 0" 1973 593 127 71 1,161 42,037 135 40,943 304 445 0 0 1974 627 138 75 314 1,125 40,943 134 39,924 453 0 0 J 1975 683 116 54 1,092 39,924 133 39,756 328 591 0 0 1976 681 157 68 1,102 38,756 133 37,884 272 480 2 1977 657 120 91 235 1,024 37,884 133 37,052 600 419 0 0 1,046 1978 133 36,189 140 61 207 443 37,052 
1979 529 203 70 245 1,013 36,189 J 134 35,299 470 
1980 548 178 75 976 35,299 134 34,550 235 395 0 1981 514 139 93 0 910 34,550 133 33,720 240 353 0 1982 574 180 90 0 983 33,720 133 33,001 514 

196 358 1 0 983 1983 133 32,310 111 77 187 284 1 
33,026 

j 1984 506 124 72 0 921 32,310 133 31,619 154 273 4 1985 463 134 83 0 983 31,619 133 30,880 159 260 0 1986 504 117 0 980 30,880 133 30,184 64 152 285 . 1 1987 402 127 1 945 30,181 133 29,489 63 146 268 1 410 99 58 1 871 29,489 J 124 274 2 0 926 28,731 

J 
j 



THANK YOU, MR EDWARDS 
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AN EPILOGUE 
METAMORPHOSIS OF A GRAND LODGE 

From 1789 to 1989 - From Lawyer to Policeman 

"Pierpont Edwards" 

TWO HUNDRED YEARS!!! 
Sometimes experienced with sadness; 
sometimes savored with joy. 

Many tirnes,1ived in excitement! 

... to "Gail Nelson Smith" 

Three "lifetimes" which have fostered political stability - and 
have seen internal upheaval; three "Lifetimes" of sameness and of 
change; sometimes sudden and epochal - more often subtle and 
slow. BUT CHANGED WE ARE! 



Two centuries itt the growth of a Country from a loosely associated group of 
colonies to the greatest Nation on earth. And all the w hile, the Masonic Fraternity 
has been a continuing influence for good - a haven for men of good character and 
good w ill. 

As Henry Price brought Masonry to these shores as the first known Freemason 
on this side of the ocean, so each succeeding generation has pr:>vided the Masonic 
leaders who have (each in his own way) carried on the tradition. It has been a period 
of experimenta tion; of learning; of growth. A time of "Growing Up". 

It would be impossible to single out the one man who has been the grea test 
influence for good in the Fraterni ty in Connecticut since Henry Price landed on this 
continent; or s ince Old Hiram #1 was chartered in New Haven. Perhaps George 
Washington; or Stephen Hosmer; or George Sturges. Or perhaps some one of the 
many "unknowns" who, in their own quiet and unassuming way, provided the 
spark and the personal strength of oharacter which, at that particular moment, may 
have prevented the ship of Masonry from foundering on the rocks of indifference; 
of anti-masonic efforts; of strained relations brought about through difference of 
opinion; or the strife of war and politics. 

But, as the Grand Lodge started with Comfort Sage and Pierpont Edwards; with 
William judd, Samuel Wyllys, and Elias Shipman; so the century ended with john 
Gonsalves and R. Stanley Harrison; with William Saars, Arthur Simpson, and Gail 
N. Smith; and nea rly thirty-thousand other "known and unknown" Masons. 

The first nine months of the 200th year of the Grand Lodge were spent with the 
gavel in the capable hands of john Gonsalves, w ho occupied the Grand East un til 
the Annual Session on March 29, 1989. On that day, Gail Nelson Smith, retiring Sta te 
Police Officer, was installed in that high office. To him fell the honor of ending the 
second century in the life of the Grand Lodge, and opening the era of the third. 

With hope .. . with anticipation ... w ith courage; - a great task is started . The 
Craft is on the move! It is a time of updating and change; of revitaliza tion; of 
rededica tion; of a new beginning. 

Where it may lead is (for the moment) a mystery. But we start it with hope and 
expection, and with confidence. 

MASONRY IS ON THE MOVE AGAIN!! 

"SO MOTE IT BE!" 
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