










CONSTITUTION CORNER ' 

petiti on Congress for a convention to propose amendments to 
the Constitution." 

Barnett then went on to admit, "An amendments convention is 
feared because its scope cannot be limited in advance." However, 
at this point he advocated a dangerous course. He proposed that 
the " tea-party enthusiasts" adopt his strategy of getting enough 
state legislatures to apply to Congress to call a constituti onal 
convention, so that Congress will become scared of the prospect 
of a con-con and agree to endorse his amendment and present it 
to the states for ratifi cati on. 

The problem with this strategy is thal there's no way to en
sure that a con-con will not actuall y be convened in the process 
of this game of " playing chicken" with Congress, meaning the 
Constitution would be at stake. 

On April 27 Barnett appeared as a guest on Mi chael Patri ck 
Leahy's show on PajamasTY (http://www.pjtv.com). During the 
four days between his WSJ article of April 23 and his PajamasTY 
appearance of Apri l 27, Barnett changed hj s mind about his for
mer stTategy of scaring Congress into udopting hi s amendment 
with the threat of a con-COil . A llh ough he still acknowledged 
that there is widespread fear of a constituti onal convention, and 
that he had had some worries about one, he was now convinced 
that the ri sks involved with a con-con were worth taking in order 
to get his new " Bill of Federali sm" (a package of 10 proposed 
amendments that he had drafted over the previous few days) pre
sented to the states for rati fication. He puts a lot of stock in the 
requirement that three-fourths of the states are required to ratify 
whatever amendments might issue from a con-con. He beli eves 
this mechanism would surely prevent any truly bad amendment 
from being ratifi ed. 
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M ichael Patrick Leahy, co-fo under of TCOT (Top Con
servHti ves on Twitter) and through his parti c ipati on in 
http://taxdayteaparty.com/an important nati onal organizer of 
the Tax Day Tea Parti es, supports Barnett's con-con proj ect to 
the hill. By the time of the PajamasTY show on April 27, Barnell 
and Leahy were in complete agreement on the strategy of work
ing fo r a con-con to get Barnett 's new li st of 10 amendments 
submitted to the states for ratifi cati on. 

In May Leahy put up a new website, "The Bill of Federali sm" 
at http://federali smamendmenl.com/. Its homepage states: "The 
Bill of Federali sm was drafted by Professor Randy Barnell of 
Georgetown Uni versit y Law School and is supported by The 
Nati onwide Tea Party Coaliti on." Vi sitors to this website are 
urged to contact their local state legislators and request " that 
they introduce a bill in their legislati ve body to petiti on Congress 
to hold a Constituti onal Convention for the purpose of passing 
all 10 amendments of The Bill of Federali sm." 

Professor Barnett has also made several appearances on the 
Glenn Beck T Y show in the last couple of months where he has 
promoted his con-con proj ect with littl e or no contradicti on from 
Beck. Surprisingly, constitutionali st Judge A ndrew Napol itano 
has vigorously supported Barnett's con-con proj ect in at least 
three different appearances on Beck's show since mid-April. 

Happily, Beck has expressed his very strong oppositi on to a 
constitutional convention in a "Note from Glenn" at the bottom 
of an article on http://www.glennbeck.com. " How to Curtai l the 
Federal Beast" by Judge Napolitano, dated May 15,2009. Un
fortunately, Beck has not made his anti con-con positi on known 
on his T V show during the past few months. Barnett and Na
polit ano have each made strong pitches for a con-con on Beck's 
show several times since mid-A pril without even a word from 
Beck about the downsides of a con-con. 

For example, Judge Napolit ano was a guest on Beck's TV 
show on May 25 and made still another plea for viewers to work 
toward a constituti onal convention. Beck was on hand as host, 
but didn' t contradict the judge's promotion of a con-con. The 
bottom line is that viewers of the Glenn Beck Show and con
sequently many of the over 600,000 online members of Beck's 
Constituti on-ori ented 911 2 Proj ect (http://www.the912projecl. 
com) have been exposed to very powerful endorsements or the 
desirabilit y of a con-con and have thus been prepared to serve in 
a mass movement right along with their Tea Party counterparts 
to bring about a very ri sky constitutional convention. Some good 
news, however, we have received word from a related 9/ 12 proj 
ect group of 17,000 that is emphaticall y opposed to a con-con. 

Hopefull y, the many Ameri cans who have already learned in
depth abollt the dangers of convening a constitutional conven
ti on will educate the organizers and participants in the Tea Party 
groups and the 9/ 12 Project about the downsides of a con-con 
before they can be organi zed into pressuring state legislators on 
a massi ve scale. 

Yet another pro con-con website has appeared in recent 
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weeks, the "Constitution Restoration Initiative (CRJ) at http:// 
www.constitutionrestoration.orgl, which purports to have been 
established by citizens "yearn ing for freedom fro m the Federal 
government 's overreach," Simi lar to Leahy's website, the C RI 
has "a specific plan and strategy for the People to amend the 
Constitution by means of a Constitutional Convention." 

H ow to Safely Resto re Good Governmen t 
In 1820, Thomas Jefferson gave us a safer and more e ffective 
prescription for correcting abuses of constitutional power: 

I know no safe depository of the ultimate powers o f the 
society but the people themselves; and if we think them not 
enlightened enough to exerc ise the ir control with a whole
some discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, 
bUllO inform their discretion by education. This is the true 
corrective of abuses of constitutional power. 

There is no easy way for getting the government back under con
trol; however, as Jefferson sage ly advised in 1820, the key is the 
creation of an informed electorate . Based on what we' ve already 
seen thi s year, we can hope to see the continued growth of a 

massive grass-roots movement among " the people themselves," 
accompanied by appropriate Constitution-based educatiomtl ini
tiati ves, that would begin the process of forcing Congress and 
the presidentia l administration to adhere to the Constitution that 
we a lready have, then proceed to create the political atmosphere 
in which a maj ority of constitutionalists could be elected to Con
gress and state legislatures in the years to come. 

Such a movement would consist of millions of freedom-lov
ing, constitutionalists who have dec ided it 's now or never to 
rally arollnd the Constitution we already have and take a stand 
for freedo m! • 
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