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A Visit to Jerry 
Falwell's Thomas 
Road Baptist Church 

David W. Cloud 

O n Sunday morning August 15, 2004, I 
attended the early service at Thomas 
Road Baptist Church. (The church has 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services.) This church is 
affiliated with the Southern Baptist Conven
tion as well as the Baptist Bible Fellowship 
International (BBFI). Dr. Jerry Falwell, pastor 
of Thomas Road, preaches at the annual 
conferences for both groups. 

When I was saved in 1973, Thomas Road 
was an old-fashioned independent Baptist 
church, but that was before Dr. Falwell de
termined to "bring America back to God" 
through political action and founded the 
misnamed Moral Majority, Falwell has aban
doned biblical separation, which is what dis
tinguished independent Baptists from South
ern Baptists historically; he has become 
.increasingly ecumenical and has softened his 
message to conform to his new position. He 
failed to heed the clear warning of God's 
Word that "evil communications corrupt 
good manners" (1 Cor. 15:33) . 

The Music 

The six-member contemporary praise and 
worship singing team at Thomas Road is led 
by Charles Billingsley and is backed by a 
music group composed of a drum kit, bass 
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guitar, two electric guitars, electronic key
board, organ, three brass instruments and a 
saxophone. It reminded me of the music at 
Rick Warren's Saddleback Church in Califor
nia, which I visited last year. The main differ
ence is that Thomas Road does not have the 
swirling lights in the background. 

The sound and feel was very nightclubish, 
with the thumping drums and bass guitar and 
the singers crooning into their microphones. 
In fact, Billingsle.}C-has...ttaV'eIed to I.as VegM 
to study entertainer Wayne Newton at the 

- Stard ust Hotel. Billingsley said he wanted to 
learn how to "miike an audience come alive" 
becau~~be 10ve.s-~iLW.hen..the..cr.owd is rad<
ing" (The News & Advance, Lynchburg, Vir
gIiliii;' June 27, 2004). He told The News & 
Advance that he also stuaies tOJ! John-llM_ 
C1ii1sfiri"ilAgullera"aJongside his Bi le" and 
l1etragmlr~~-ting_af!d J'hil Collins. 

Though the music rocked, the crowd at 
Thomas Road doesn't rock very well. I have 
observed that while many Baptist churches 
are adopting the charismatic praise music, 
they really don't know what to do with it.J.L 
is designed to create powerful emotional ex-

_periences an lelDlhe-"Warsl'il ers' e-
come physically involved, an rock music IS a 
perfect medtmn- for suc a ing. -. 

Graham Kendrick, one of tEe 'j:Jrominent 
names in contemporary worship music, said 
that through contemporary praise the old way 
of preaching and singing "began to give way 
to an expectation that ... God would visit us, 

and we'd experience his presence in a tan
gible sort of way." (For more about this see 
our video presentation "Warnings about 
Contemporary Praise Music," available 
from Way of Life Literature.) The 
charismatics use the music to help them 
open up, let go, and let loose; but Baptists 
and most evangelical Protestants typically 
only stand there and watch the show while 
some sing along to the repetitive lyrics. 
Friends, if you are going to use sensual 
contemporary dance music, then you might 
as well break loose and boogie-woogie be
cause there is nothing godly and spiritual 
about it! 

Southern gospel star Karen Peck also 
performed at Thomas Ifc>a:d-urr1\ugust 15. 
She was scheduled to give a concert on 
Sunday night and she sang two numbers 
on Sunday morning. She definitely rocks, 
which is too bad. 

Upcoming concerts at Thomas Road Bap
tist Church include Phil Keaggy; Babbie Ma
son, LordSong, and Luke Garrett. 

Phil K.eaglW_is_considered one of the 
foremost contemporary Christian guitar
ist/songwriters. Thou~h the Catholic-raise 
Keaggy made a comlTIltment to Ch 'st of 
...s~ sO!1.JJUliCASsem6lies of Go_<Lchllrch 
in 19Z.0,.he..has..n.o ejected Roman Ca- .", 

, tho.!icis~.a~,9 h~..m'~cu[l1en'c .. 
Keaggy joined G9-tholicjoh!LMichael-Tal
bot on is....album Cave o[J:he eaa. Note 
the following statement by Keaggy f rom a 
1995 interview: 

.. ". the Gospel is preached in many Cath
olic churches, and the truth is known there. 
". Over the years, I've been a part of many 
nondenominational churches and denomina
tional churches, but I have even a higher re
gard and respect for my Catholic upbringing, 
because I be lieve it planted the seeds of faith 
in me. And I read books that give me a 
greater understanding of the Catholic faith to
day. I'm not a practicing Catholic, but I be
lieve that I'm a true believer who responds to 
the truth that is there. Because it's ancient 
trad ition; it goes way back. I think Martin Lu
ther had some great ideas, and showed us 
that we're saved by grace through fa ith, but 
he was a Catholic when he posted a ll that 
up! ". I have great fe llowship with my Catho
hc brethren today. I have some dear friends 
across the country that I' ve made. That's a 
whole other subject; but I th ink when the 
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David W. Cloud 

Odds & Ends from 
the Editor 

The Lord richly 
blessed my recent 
one-month preaching 
trip to the States. I had 
the privilege of preach
ing in five churches in 
Oregon, Ohio, and Vir
ginia. 

The first stop was 
Riverside Baptist 
Church in St. Helens, 
Oregon, where Sam 

Brown is the pastor. Brother Brown has not been 
at the church long and this is his first pastorate, 
but the Lord is blessing the work under his di
rection. Some former members left the church 
because of disagreements on his doctrinal stand 
and his desire to lead the church in a strong fun
damentalist direction, but many times that can
not be helped and, in fact, can be a necessary 
part of a church revival. The five-day conference 
had the theme "Issues Facing the Churches," and 
among other things I preached on ''The Dangers 
of Contemporary Worship Music," "New Evangel
icalism," and "Keys to Fruitful Church Member
ship." One day Brother Brown and I drove up to 
the mount St. Helens area to see how it is doing 
l4 years after the volcanic activity that blew a 
large portion of the mountain away and devas
tated the area. Some excellent creation science 
research has been performed in this area, dem
onstrating that powerful geological phenomena, 
such as the creation of massive canyons, occur 
within hours and days rather than the hundreds 
or thousands of years taught by evolution. One 
example is a video presentation by Dr. Steve 
Austin titled Mount St. Helens: Explosive Evidence 
for Catastrophe, and is published by the Institute 
for Creation Research . 

The next stop was Maumee Valley Baptist 
Church near Toledo, Ohio, where John Modene 
is the pastor. Brother Modene and his family 
founded this church a couple of years ago and 
the Lord is blessing. The conference lasted four 
days and I preached on the Dangers of Contem
porary Worship Music, New Evangelicalism, Liv
ing by Faith, and Biblical Fasting, among other 
things. On Friday even ing I preached on "Dis
cerning Between Sacred and Contemporary 
Styles of Music." Brian Snider flew up from Ala
bama and video record ed the message for an
other in our series on Issues Facing the Churches. 
I used SS cl ips of music to illustrate the mes
sage. The recording went well and the new pre-

Lord looks at his Bride, he doesn't see the walls 
that we use to divide ourselves from each 
other. He sees one body, and that body is 
comprised of his children, those who he 
bought and paid for with his blood ... I love 
the liturgy; I think liturgy with the Spirit is one 
of the most powerful ways of communicating 
the life of Cod to us' (phil Keaggy, cited by 
Tom Loredo, "Phil Keaggy in His Own Words," 
Way Back /-lom e, December 1995). 

While it is true that Catholicism can plant 
general seeds of faith in God that can some
times be watered by the Gospel, to imply 
that Catholic churches preach the Gospel is 
completely untrue. It is true that Martin Lu
ther was a Catholic when he first made his 
protest against Rome, but he did not learn 
salvation by grace alone from Roman Ca
tholicism. He learned it from the Bible IN 
SPITE OF Rome, and Rome quickly con
demned him. Rome's Council of Trent, which 
was responding to Luther, boldly cursed any
one who says that salvation is by grace 
alone through faith alone by the blood of 
Christ alone without works or sacraments, 
and Trent has never been rescinded. The 
main Jesuit church in Rome features a mar
ble statue of Mary casting Luther out of 
heaven and an angel tearing up Luther's Bi
ble. Any Catholic church that preaches the 
true Gospel of grace that salvation has noth
ing whatsoever to do with works or sacra
ments (and I don't know of any) is 
preaching contrary to what the Roman Cath
olic Church teaches in its official proclama
tions, including Vatican II and the New 
Catholic Catechism. The Catholic Church 
plainly states that salvation is by grace PLUS 
works and sacraments. 

In an interview with Religious Broadcast
ing, Keaggy further emphasized his ecumeni
cal philosophy: 

"I think also the unity that is so necessary in 
the body of Christ is important. 1 admire 
Charles Colson. He got a lot of fl ack for writing 
the book, The Body, and being associated with 
Catholics. I was raised Catholic and my 
mother's influence was powerful in my life. I 
came to the Lord when she passed away. She 
sowed the seeds in my li fe for me to become a 
believer. There are divisive voices out there. 
People who thrive on disunity are the ones [to 
whom] you've got to say, 'I'm not going to 
contend with this, I'm not going to argue, I'm 
just bing to go about my business'" (Saran E. 

It a and Christine Pryor, "Integrity Times 
Two: Michael Card and Phil Keaggy," National 
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sentation is now almost complete and should be 
ready for distribution by the middle of Septem
ber. We had an early afternoon service on 
Sunday at Maumee Valley Baptist, so afterwards 
Brother Modene and I drove to Toledo with the 
goal of attending the evening service at Emman
uel Baptist Church, which was once pastored by 
the late Ernest Pickering. Dr. Pickering wrote 
some excellent material warning about the dan
gers of New Evangelicalism, and he made the 
following observation: "Perhaps nothing precipi
tates a slide toward New Evangelicalism more 
than the introduction of Contemporary Christian 
Music. This inevitably leads toward a gradual 
slide in other areas as wen until the entire 
church is infiltrated by ideas and programs alien 
to the original position of the church." Dr. 
Pickering was correct in this observation, and 
sadly it is being fulfilled at his own church. It 
turned out that Emmanuel Baptist did not have a 
Sunday evening service on August 1. Instead 
they had an outdoor concert featuring a contem
porary Southern gospel group in a park down
town. The music was jazzy and shallow and the 
church members in attendance were dressed like 
a secular sports crowd. It was obvious that mod
est dress is not something that Emmanuel Bap
tist preaches these days. 

The next stop was about 40 miles away at the 
Grace Baptist Church of Oak Harbor, Ohio, lo
cated right on Lake Erie. Rick Bickelhaupt is the 
founding pastor of this church. I believe he said 
it is 16 years old. The congregation has a nice 
building out in the country a litde west of Oak 
Harbor, and they have recently added a gymna
sium and classrooms for the Christian school 
they are starting this year. I enjoyed the meet
ings and the Lord blessed in each service. 
Among other things I preached on Biblical Sepa
ration, Dangers of Contemporary Praise Music, 
Living by Faith, and Heresies of Sanctification 
Answered from Scripture. 

The next stop was Victory Baptist Church in 
Warsaw, Virginia, where Todd Brown is the pas
tor. Warsaw is a small town in a rural part of 
eastern Virginia not far from the coast, and the 
Lord has blessed this congregation gready. Some 
members drive an hour one way from other ar
eas to attend this old-fashioned Baptist church 
rather than put up with compromised churches 
in nearer their homes. We had a good number of 
visitors during the four days of the conference, 
including some who drove from other areas to 
attend the entire meeting. I preached on Living 

Religious Broadcasters, July-August 1995). 

The Christian life would be much simpler 
if one could follow Keaggy's advice and not 
get involved in contentions about doctrine 
and Christian living, but faithfulness to the 
Word of God does not allow it. Keaggy says 
he is not going to "contend," but God re
quires that His people "earnestly contend for 
the faith once delivered to the saints" (Jude 
3) and reprove the unfruitful works of dark
ness (Ephesians 5:11). Obedience to such 
commands does not allow me to follow 
Keaggy's advice. 

Keaggy's unscriptural ecumenical philoso
phy and anti-fundamentalist attitude is per
fectly at home at Thomas Road Baptist 
Church today. 

Jerry Falwell's Close Association 
with Rome 

Jerry Falwell is comfortable with those 
who are close to Rome because they reflect 
his own ecumenism. In Christianity Today, 
Feb. 21, 1986, Jerry Falwell stated th,!!-, 

.~ :ade-11JH!!e I.a~~~ 
t---_~ __ .~ ___ ."~M.Qral"MaJQr1-U:., In hiS autobi-
ography Strength for the Journey, Falwell re-
ferred to the "Catholic brothers and sisters 
in the Moral Majority" (p. 371). Jerry 
Falwell told a meeting of the Religious 
Newswriters Association that "if we ever 
opened a Moral Majority meeting with 
prayer, we would disintegrate" (The Flaming 
Torch, Jan.-Feb, 1983, p. 14). In an inter
view with the NatiozwL..GatlJ.!1lrf Ri~ter~ub-
lished in the .~ax.c~! ... ! ?J.-??- .~~~~~~hFal.we.lLsI· aja"" 

.• that ItOtfara-'Reagan anu ~E.~.}'..Q=!l~~J! 
~aie-wt1iegre'atesnn.enm-my lifetime~' He 
--diG nor-give any warnIng a60iiftlle pope's 
false gospel that is cursed of God. While ad
mitting that there are differences between 
Roman Catholics and "conservative Protes
tants, n Falwell made the amazing statement 
that Roman Catholics accept "the new birth 
experience. n CatholIc doctI1fle Identifies me 

-new 61rth W1m baptism. Dinesh D'Souza;-tn 
hiS 1984 blograpfiy aoout Falwell, quoted 
Falwell as saying, "I know many Catholic 
priests who are born again and who preach 
the same message I do." ~lwell endorsed 
Chuck Colson's 1992 book, The Body, which - ---- . 
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by Faith, Biblical Separation, Biblical Fasting, the 
Dangers of Contemporary Praise Music, the 
Heart of New Evangelicalism, and Keys to Fruit
ful Church Membership. The members of this 
church are very friendly and the meeting was a 
blessing to my heart in every way. Mark Bold 
and his wife drove over from Charlottesville for 
the conference, and we spent a couple of the 
days visiting some of the historical sites in the 
area, including the town of Williamsburg, which 
is a living museum depicting life in America on 
the eve of the Revolution in the 18th century, 
and the Confederate Museum in Richmond. 
Brother Bold was instrumental some years back 
of putting the Way of Life Encyclopedia into the 
Swordsearcher Bible software format. 

The final meeting was at Heritage Baptist 
Church in Woodbridge, Virginia, near Washing
ton, D.C. The pastor is Mike Edwards and the as
sociate pastor is Mike Tangeman, who was at 
Tennessee Temple about the time I was there in 
the mid-1970s. Heritage Baptist is a wonderful 
old-fashioned Baptist church and it was a privi
lege to preach there for the second time. The 
church supports our missionary church-planting 
ministry in South Asia and I showed a Power 
Point presentation of the work and preached on 
Living by Faith. 

Each of these churches is unique; they are dif
ferent one from another in many ways, but they 
have one thing in common and that is a commit
ment to the old-fashioned fundamental Bible po
sition; and in each church a man can preach the 
Word of God boldly and warn of error plainly, 
the music is sacred rather than worldly, and the 
people of God are exhorted to live holy sepa
rated Christian lives and not to be conformed to 
this world. It is a privilege to be associated with 
such churches. 

urges evangelicals to join forces with Catho
.lies and charismatics and Which looks upon 
.the Catholic Church as a part of the body of _ 
Christ. Colson's wrre-ts-a-Roman ~ 

Worldliness 

During my two-day stay in Lynchburg, I 
visited the campus of Liberty University and 
it was obvious that there are no godly dress 
standards. It has the look and feel of a secu
lar campus. 

And it is not just the young people who 

rock at Thomas Road and Liberty. The 
Thomas Road Baptist Church bulletin for 
August 15 contains an announcement for 
the SOPLUS FELLOWSHIP MEETING on Au
gust 19, which will feature "the oldies music 
of the 50's." Even the oldies rock out at 
Thomas Road. 

The Compromised Message 

Jerry Falwell brought the message on 
Sunday morning August 15. You won't find 
much wrong with his preaching as far as it 
goes. He is New Evangelical, and the danger 
of NewEvafigeHcalismJS-not so muctl ~ 
error that it teaches but the truth that it ne
-gie·cts .. You won't 'near Jetty 'FalweTI preach-
ing plainly on biblical separation, for exam
ple. You won't hear him warn plainly about 
worldliness as applied to dress or music or 
entertainment. You won't hear him say that 
the Pope preaches a cursed gospel or that 
the Charismatic movement is of the devil. 
When he warns of error, it is in vague gener
alities. The exception is when he deals with 
social issues such as abortion, but even 
many unregenerate people agree that abor
tion is wrong and it is a fairly non-divisive 
subject among professing Christians except 
for the most liberal. 

Upcoming Women's Conference 

In September Thomas Road Baptist 
Church and Liberty University are hosting 
the Extraordinary Women Conference. The 
speakers include Ruth Graham, Lysa 
TerKeurst, Lisa Whelchel, Natalie Grant, 
twila Paris, Delilah, and Stormie Omartian. 

Ruth Graham, wife of Billy_Graham, is not 
~,o ti fasiG?! LCi@en:!lJ<e her husb~ 
{-Wh~tu!flS hl~ve __ ' over to catIiQIk ) 
.and liberal Protestant churches) but she is a 
Presbyterian and believes that bal tism ":> 

makes an infant a Christian. In a 901 inter-
-view with the r:utheran Standard of the lib
eral American Lutheran Church, Billy 
Graham testified that all of his children ex
cept the youngest were baptized as infants. 
Graham then made the following amazing 
statement: 

C: 
"... I do believe that something happens at 

the baptism of an infant, particularly if the 
parents are Christians and teach their children 
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Christian Truths {rolll childhood. We cannol 
fully understand the miracles of God, but I be
lieve that a miracle can happen in these chil
dren so that they are regenerated, that is, 
made Christian, through infant baptism. 1f 
you want to call that baptismal regeneration, 
that's all right with me" (Graham, interview 
with Wilfred Bockelman, associate editor of the 
Lutheran Standard, American lutheran Church, 
Lutheran Standard, October 10, 1961). 

ila Paris is a popular contemporary 
CllPSti"an-mtlS"icJan and-has-arrecumemcal 
phile)sophy.-li"eruncle;-bor@l Cunnmgham, 
f~iJrilI~e-charism~~orH:nt.ed2.. raaiCa1ly 
ecumenicalYourlrWff'h A MIssIon (YWl!JVI). 
Herlal llei;Oren-Paris, rum; the YotIfll With' 
A Mission near his Arkansas home_ Twila has 
been associated with YWAM since 1976. In 
an interview with a YWAM leader in New 
Orleans in 1987 at the North American Con
gress on the Holy Spirit & World 
Evangelization, I was told that a large num
~r of tfie snort"tefffi--workersvvitl1YwAK1' 
are Roman Cathohcs. Youtl1Wlth A Mission 
was jietfectly-at-horrleat New Orleans '87, 
with its Catholic masses and Catholic priests 
as speakers, with its slaying in the spirit and 
phony "tongues." In 1984, YWAM adopted a 
policy allowing staff to work with Catholics 
when it was possible and desirable. Since 
then, YWAM installed a Catholic, Rob 
Clarke, as director of its discipleship training 
school in Dublin. AI Akimoff, YWAM's direc
tor for Slavic Ministries, says YWAM's mis
sionaries are not aiming to lure Catholics 

out of their churches. Rob Clarke, YWAM's 
Roman Catholic national director in Ireland, 
says, "We are trying to get away from the 
idea of simply 'converting' Catholics-that is 
turning tllem into Protestants-and towards 
a framework of ministry within the Catholic 
Church" (Fundamentalist Digest, May-June 
1993). In January 1997 Youth With a Mis
sion leader Bruce Clewett (national director 
of YW AM in Austria) participated in a his
toric ecumenical worship service at the Cath
olic Ciry Cathedral of St. Stephen's in Vienna 
(Charisma, May 1997). 

Twila Paris is perfectly at home in the ecu
menical Youth With A Mission and Thomas 
Road Baptist Church is perfectly at home 
witl1Twila Paris. 

Conclusion 

It is very sad for me to see the contempo
rary direction of many independent Baptist 
churches_ When the Lord saved me and I be
gan to study the Bible diligently to know 
what kind of church to join, I knew that it 
would not be a contemporary church and I 
knew that it would not be worldly cool. I 
like the newest thing when it comes to tech
nology, but I want my religion to be very old 
fashioned. The newest part of the Christian 
Faith is 2,000 years old. If your Christianiry 
rocks and is cool, it is only because it has 
departed from the Bible ! ~ 

"If I were to read, much less answer, all the attacks made on me, this shop might 
as well be closed for any other business. I do the very best I know- the very best 
I can; and I mean to keep on doing so until the end. If the end brings me out all 
right, what is said against me won't amount to anything. If the end brings me out 
wrong, ten angels swearing J was right won't make any difference_" - Abraham 
Lincoln 

"It is the sheer universality of perfection, the fact that everywhere we look, to 
whatever depth we look, we find ~n elegance and ingenuity of an absolutely tran
scending quality, which so mitigates against the idea of chance" - Michael 
Denton, Evolution: A Theory in Crisis, London: Burnett Books, 1983 
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Digging in the Walls 
God commanded the prophet Ezekiel to dig in the 

walls of Israel's temple and observe the evil being 
done in secret by apostate religious leaders of that 
day. "Then said he unto me, Son of man, dig now in 
the wall ... And he said unto me, Go in, and behold 
the wicked abominations that they do here. So I went 
in and saw .... " (Ezek. 8:7-10). 

Ezekiel was then instructed to preach against the 
errors of the leaders and to tell the people the things 
he had witnessed. ''Therefore prophesy against them, 
prophesy, 0 son of man. . .. Then I spake unto them 
of the captivity all the things that the Lord had 
shewed me" (Ezek. 11:4,25). 

The hour in which we live is very similar to that of 
Ezekiel's day. Many who profess to be the people of 
God are apostate. These terrible conditions were 
prophesied in the New Testament Scriptures and will 
culminate in the brief worldwide rule of an utterly 
apostate Harlot "church" (2 Tim. 3-4; 1 Tim. 4; 2 Pet. 
2-3; Jude; Rev. 17). 

As in Ezekiel's day, much of the apostasy of our 
hour is hidden from the view of the average Chris
tian. We intend by God's grace to "dig in the walls" of 
modem ecumenism and to expose and cry out 
against the things we find. In this section, we also re
port on secular events which are relevant to Chris
tians. May God give us ears to hear, minds to 
understand, and hearts to obey. Is the truth of God 
not worthy of defense? (" ... ye should earnestly con
tend for the faith which was once delivered to the 
saints" Jude 3.) 

STAR TREK CELEBRITY PETRIFIED BY 
DEATH 

Friday Church News Notes, July 30, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Wil
liam Shatner, who played Capt. James Kirk of 
the Starship Enterprise in the original Star Trek 
series, is afraid of death. Shatner, who is 73, 
says that the recent death of actor Marlon 
Brando hit him hard. He told Gail Shister of 
Knight Ridder News Service: "I'm so not ready to 
die. It petrifies me. I go alone. I go to a place I 
don't know. It might be painful. It might be the 
end. My thought is that it is the end. I become 
nameless, and I spent a lifetime being known" 
("Deep-thinking Shatner has mortality on his 
mind," The Sunday Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, 
"Clip & Click," p. 5). Star Trek denies the exis
tence of the Almighty God of the Bible and plays 

with various unscriptural New Age themes, and 
it has influenced multitudes. For those who have 
ears to hear, the Bible holds the answer to life 
and death. According to Scripture, death is a 
journey either to heaven or to hell. All men have 
sinned against God and are under His judgment, 
but Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died in the sin
ner's place on Calvary. The sinner that repents 
and puts his trust in Christ is forgiven and justi
fied before God, but the sinner that dies without 
a saving relationship with Christ will bear his 
own punishment for all of eternity in a place the 
Bible describes as the lake of fire. "For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

ANIMAL RIGHTS ACTIVIST CALLS 
FOR ASSASSINATION OF SCmNTISTS 

Friday Church News Notes, July 30, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Jerry 
Vlasak, a former surgeon and top advisor to two 
animal rights organizations in England, has 
called for the murder of scientists working in 
biomedical research in order to save animals. He 
told the Observer in London: "I think violence is 
part of the struggle against oppression .... 1 don't 
think you'd have to kill too many [researchers]. I 
think for five lives, 10 lives, 15 human lives, we 
could save a million, 2 million, 10 million 
non-human lives." Vlasak is scheduled to address 
an animal rights conference in September orga
nized by British groups Shac and Speak. Accord
ing to the Bible, God created animals for man. 
Animals should be treated humanely, but they 
are not made in the image of God and do not 
have eternal souls and there is no moral equiva
lence between killing an animal or a man. 

SECRET POLICE INTERROGATE AND 
BEAT CHRISTIANS IN UZBEKISTAN 

Friday Church News Notes, July 30, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The 
following is from the Barnabas Fund, July 16: 
"Baptists in Urgench in the north-western Uzbek 
region of Khorezm face interrogations and abuse 
from authorities who are cracking down on 
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Protestant Christians in what appears to be an 
attempt to halt the spread of Christianity in this 
Muslim majority ex-Soviet republic. At least two 
Baptist Christians have recently been interro
gated by the Uzbek secret police, known as the 
NSS. Both had been intimidated and threatened 
with long prison sentences, reportedly in an at
tempt to ascertain the extent and nature of their 
links with western missions organisations. . .. The 
difficulties for Baptists in Urgench are reported 
to have begun in February when the region's jus
tice administration revoked the registered status 
of the Urgench Baptist Church for 'the entice
ment of underage children into religious organi
sations, and also their religious instruction 
against their or their parents' will'. Uzbek law 
bans the activity of unregistered religious com
munities." 

j ' LAWMAKERS WARN OF KINSEY 
INFLUENCE 

Friday Church News Notes, July 30, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The 
following is from WorldNetDaily, July 6: ''A 
group of 2,400 conservative lawmakers nation
wide are warning of the dangers sexual revolu
tionary Alfred Kinsey's work has brought to 
women and children. In a scholarly monograph 
titled, 'Restoring Legal Protections for Women 
And Children: A Historical Analysis of The States 
Criminal Codes,' the American Legislative Ex
change Council, or ALEC, presents evidence of 
'illegal and criminal acts masquerading as sci
ence.' According to ALEC, the paper details how 
'a pornography-addicted, sadomasochistic, bi/ho
mosexual pedophile propagandist was able to 
launch the sexual revolution, reduce sex crime 
penalties and sabotage American sex law.' The 
ALEC paper says since World War II, Kinsey's 
fraudulent data informed and directed the Amer
ican Law Institute's "Model Penal Code" in elimi
nating and weakening 52 sex laws that once 
protected marriage. Laws adopted between 1960 
and 1980 permitted Kinsey's abnormal sexual 
conduct to be taught to American children via 
sex education, the paper says. 'Since then,' says 
a summary of the paper, 'public health costs 
from sexual disease and dysfunction have sky
rocketed; indeed all measures of socio-sexual 
disorder have soared from the 1960s, when pro
tective laws began to be weakened and/or elimi
nated.' Kinsey's data in 1955 said 'nearly 2 
males out of every 5 that one may meet' have 
had some kind of homosexual experience. His 
influence can be seen today in the calls for 'dis-

crimination' laws to protect the full range of sex
ual activities including transvestitism, 
transgenderism, polygamy and bestiality." 

HERETIC METHODIST BISHOP TO 
RETIRE 

Friday Church News Notes, July 30, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Jo
seph Sprague, United Methodist bishop of the 
Northern nlinois Conference, has announced 
that he will retire next month. The outspoken 
denominational leader epitomizes the theological 
liberalism that permeates the United Methodist 
Church. In a 2003 speech entitled '~firmations 
of a Dissenter" Sprague denied the deity, virgin 
birth, miracles, blood atonement, and bodily res
urrection of Christ. He said, "The concept of 
blood sacrifice is superstition at best and an idol
atrous allegiance to a non-Jesus methodology of 
God-human relationship at worst." He also de
nied that Jesus is the only way of salvation. Her
esy charges were brought against Sprague in 
2003 but were dropped. There is a much higher 
court, though, where heresy will not be ignored. 
"But there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruc
tion .... whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth 
not" (2 Peter 2:1, 3). 

THE POWER OF ROCK & ROLL 
Friday Church News Notes, July 30, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Few 
things have influenced modem society more 
than rock & roll. From its inception in the 
1950s, it has influenced thought, attitude, and 
appearance. Popular rock singers are gods, liter
ally. Look at Elvis Presley or Jimi Hendrix or 
John Lennon. Look at Jim Morrison. Morrison, 
lead singer for the Doors, drank and drugged 
himself to death at age 27. A new biography of 
Morrison calls him "godhead in snakeskin and 
leather" (Stephen Davis, Jim Morrison: Life, 
Death, Legend). Thirty-three years have passed, 
but his grave is still one of the top tourist desti
nations in Paris. His albums still sell in the mil
lions each year. His music is still heard on radio 
stations across the land. His weird poetry books 
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are steady sellers. Morrison's influence is indeed 
massive, but it is ungodly in the extreme. He 
s~id, "I am interested in anything about revolt, 
disorder, chaos, especially activity that seems to 
have no meaning." At his concerts he would 
shout, ''There are no rules; there are no limits." 
The name of the group was an allusion to ex
tra-sensory perception, knowledge of hidden 
things, supernatural experiences that open up 
channels of communication with the spirit 
world. Describing the Doors' music, Morrison 
said: "Right now I'm more interested in the dark 
side of life, the evil thing, the dark side of the 
moon, the night-time." Jim Morrison called the 
spirits that at times possessed him ''The Lords" 
and wrote a book of poetry about them titled 
The Lords and the New Creatures (1970). Morri
son treated his mother and father like trash. His 
father, who was a Navy admiral, paid his son's 
way through four years of college but Morrison 
would not even speak to him after he started his 
rock career. When Morrison's mother attended 
one of his concerts in an attempt to see him, she 
was put off and lied to. Morrison closed that 
concert with the vile song ''The End,1t in which 
he viciously screamed that he wanted to kill his 
father and have sexual relations with his mother. 
As he sang that part, "he gave his mother a va
cant stare, and then he screamed again, this 
time showing his teeth" (Jerry Hopkins, No One 
Gets Out of Here Alive). The rock crowd is 
complicit with the grossest evil by exalting men 
like this. "Woe unto them that call evil good, 
and good evil; that put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and 
sweet for bitter" (Isaiah 5:20). 

IRAQ CHURCHES BOMBED 
Friday Church News Notes, August 6, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Five 
churches in Iraq were bombed on Sunday, Au
gust 1, while worshippers were attending ser
vices. The death toll stands at between 11 and 
18, and dozens were injured. Since Sunday is a 
regular workday in Iraq, churches typically hold 
services in the evening, and that is when they 
were struck. At least two of the churches are Ro
man Catholic and another is Armenian. Accord
ing to Al-Arabiya television, the terrorists are 
trying to get Christians to leave the country. This 
is not the first time that churches have been tar
geted in Iraq. A bomb exploded at a church in 
Baghdad in December 2003 and in other cases 
bombs have been found and diffused. 

: PSYCHOLOGIST ASSOCIATION 
ENDORSES HOMOSEXUAL MARRIAGE 
AND ADOPTION 

F~day Church News Notes, August 6, 2004 
(DaVId W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - On 
July 28 the American Psychological Association 
(APA) made their anti-Bible position clear when 
they adopted a new policy stating that homosex
uals should be allowed to marry and be given all 
of the legal rights of "straight parents." APA 
president Diane Halpern said that keeping ho
mosexuals from marrying "puts a particular 
stress on them just because of their sexual orien
tation." Discrimination against homosexuals is 
labeled as "a mental health issue," thus setting 
the stage for Bible-believing Christians to be 
treated as dangerous people. The APA is Amer
ica's largest group of psychologists. 

FALWELL WORSHIP LEADER LEARNS 
AT LAS VEGAS 

Friday Church News Notes, August 6, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The 
following is from the Calvary Contender, August 
2004: "Ray Rodgers Jr. (Lynchburg, June 27) 
sent us a copy of his letter to The Forum about 
Charles Billingsley (Thomas Road Baptist 
Church's music 'worship leader') going to Las Ve
gas to learn from 'a quintessential showman 
(Wayne Newton) how to make an audience-or 
congregation-come alive.' The Wayne Newton 
Theater at the Stardust Hotel is one of the class
rooms where singer Billingsley has sat trying to 
learn from Newton. He says, 'I sit there with a 
note pad, noting how many songs he sings, 
where he takes a break, how long he talks in be
tween. J The article said Billingsley 'loves it when 
the crowd is rocking.' This should further con
firm where contemporary music is head
ing-lulled and led by the world instead of vice 
versa." 

BEWARE OF JOHN ELDREDGE AND 
RANSOMED HEART MINISTRIES 

Friday Church News Notes, August 6, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - John 
Eldredge, the co-founder of Ransomed Heart 
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ministries and author of The Sacred Romance and 
Wild at Heart, is a dangerous spiritual guide. He 
promotes psycho-babble, spending a lot of time 
talking about "father wounds." One of his men
to!S is psychologist Larry Crabb, and he worked 
with Focus on the Family for 10 years. He 
tea~hes that Jeremiah 17:9 doesn't apply to a 
belIever and he can therefore follow his heart 
but Paul understood that the old nature is stili 
very much present in the Christian life (Rom. 
7:18). The only way for the believer to know the 
right way in life is to follow the Scriptures not 
his own deceptive heart. Eldredge teaches 'that if 
attending church becomes a burden, it can be 
dropped. "You might even need to give up going 
to church for a while or reading your Bible" 
(Eldredge, The Journey of Desire). He claims that 
a year that he stopped attending church was 
"one of the most refreshing years of my life." 
This i~ open ~isobedience to the clear teaching 
of Scnpture (I.e., Heb. 10:25). The facilitator's 
guide for small-group leaders who use Eldredge's 
Wild at Heart videos urges them not to allow 
any man to dominate the group and to beware 
of "the doctrine cop" who is zealous about doc
trinal purity. 

CHARISMATIC HEALER WANTS TO 
TRAIN ARMY OF HEALERS TO TAKE HIS 
PLACE 

Friday Church News Notes, August 6 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Ecu
menical charismatic "healer" Francis MacNutt is 
79 years old and wants to train an army of heal
ers to take his place (Charisma Online, July 27, 
2004). MacNutt was a Catholic priest in 1967 
when he had a charismatic experience under the 
influence of Agnes Sanford and felt led into a 
healing ministry. Sanford prophesied that 
MacNutt would take healing to the Catholic 
Church worldwide. His book "Healing" has sold 
a million copies. MacNutt continued as a priest 
until 1980 when he was married to Southern 
Baptist psychologist, Judith Sewell, and was ex
communicated by the Catholic Church. MacNutt 
sometimes stands before an audience and sings 
in an "unknown language" that neither he nor 
his audience understands, and listeners are 
sometimes allegedly healed in this manner. 
MacNutt has never renounced Rome's false gos
pel nor his infant baptism nor the blasphemous 
priestly ordination (after the order of 
Melchisedec). Whatever he received in 1967, it 
was not the Spirit of truth. Matthew 8:16-17 is 
one of the proof texts of those who teach that 

Christ guarantees healing by His atonement. But 
Matthew says that Jesus fulfilled this in His 
earthly life rather than in His death. Further Pe
ter applies this to healing of sin rather than the 
healing of sickness (1 Pet. 2:24) The physical 
part of our salvation is largely for the future 
(Rom. 8:18-23). Charismatics grossly confuse 
the dispensations. 

FAMOUS DNA SCIENTIST DIES 
Fr~day Church News Notes, August 6, 2004 

(DaVId W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Fran
cis Crick, who was the co-discoverer of the "dou
ble-helix" structure of DNA, died on July 28 at 
age 88. Crick's 1953 discovery at the University 
of Cambridge, with James Watson, opened the 
way for modern genetic research including DNA 
"fingerprinting." Biotechnology j; a $30 bil
lion-a-year industry today, and seven million 
farmers grow genetically engineered crops 
("DNA Scientist Dies," AP, July 29)., Crick and 
Watson were awarded the Nobel Prize in medi
cine in 1962. Crick spent the last half of his life 
studying the brain and attempting "to explain 
the phenomenon of human consciousness" ("Sci
entist Francis Crick, Unraveling the Heart of the 
Matter," Washington Post, July 31). He failed for 
the simple reason that he did not believe God's 
Revelation in the Scriptures. The mystery of life 
can never be understood apart from Almighty 
God. In his 1981 book Life Itself, Crick came 
close to admitting that there is a Creator: ''l\n 
honest man, armed with all the knowledge avail
able to us now, could only state that in some 
sense, the origin of life appears at the moment 
to be almost a miracle, so many are the condi
tions which would have had to have been satis
fied to get it going" (Crick, Life Itself, p. 88). 
Instead of turning to the creator God Jesus 
Christ, though, Crick theorized, for instance that 
life on earth might have come from some riPe of 
sperm that drifted here from a hypothetical civi
lization in another part of the galaxy. 

CHINA BLOCKS RELIGIOUS INTERNET 
SITES 

Friday Church News Notes, August 6, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The 
following is from ENI, July 23: "The Chinese 
government has blocked a wide range of for
eign-based religious Internet sites that relate to 
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persecution of Christians and believers of other 
faiths, the Dalai Lama and a 'surprising number' 
of Roman Catholic Web sites. This is the conclu
sion of a two-month study by Oslo-based Forum 
18, which monitors state restriction to religious 
freedom worldwide." 

ELDERLY EPISCOPALIAN SAYS HE 
NEVER HEARD A PREACHER SAY THAT 
ADULTERY IS WRONG 

Friday Church News Notes, August 13, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Tere 
Wilson has been an Episcopal priest for nearly 
20 years, but he has become fed up with the lib
eralism of the national Episcopal denomination 
and has formed a breakaway congregation. It is 
called the Light of Christ Church in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. When Wilson preached recently on 
sin and adultery, an elderly man in his 70s said 
he had never, in all of his years of being an Epis
copalian, heard anybody say from the pulpit that 
adultery was wrong ("Breakaway Church's Pastor 
calls on ECUSA to Repent," Agape Press, Aug. 
9). This is an amazing testimony to that denomi
nation's rank apostasy. What is the root of Amer
ica's moral debauchery? It is the apostasy and 
compromise in the pulpits of its churches. 

PAGAN OLYMPIC GAMES HAVEN'T 
CHANGED MUCH 

Friday Church News Notes, August 13, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayofllfe.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The 
Olympic games are as pagan today as they were 
when Zeus was the focus 2,000 years ago. The 
Olympic games were allegedly founded in 776 
B.C. and continued for more than 1,100 years, 
until they were banned in 393 A.D. by Emperor 
Theodosius, "who insisted the event was too pa
gan" ("Death before defeat in the ancient 
games," BBC News Online, Aug. 9). He was 
right, but the games were revived in the late 
19th century and they are dedicated today to 
the humanistic god of the modem era. The con
testants in the ancient games performed nude or 
near nude, as they do today. They received al
most universal adulation and worship, as they 
do today. The winners were showered with huge 
amounts of money, as they are today. Victors 
from Athens, for example, received a cash prize 
equivalent to $300,000 today. Athletes cheated 
then, as they do today. The ancient games were 

the occasion for drunken debauchery, as they 
are today. The human body is an amazing cre
ation capable of wonderful feats, but the Olym
pic games do not glorify a holy Creator. 

HOME SCHOOLING INCREASING IN 
AMERICA 

F~day Church News Notes, August 13, 2004 
(DaVid W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Ac
cording to a new Education Department survey, 
home schooling has increased 29 percent in 
America since 1999, and 1.1 million students 
were home-schooled last year. The top two rea
sons cited by parents for choosing home school
ing are concerns about the environment of 
public schools (Le., drugs, negative peer pres
sure) and flexibility to teach religious or moral 
lessons. The National Center for Home Educa
tion believes the number of home-schooled stu
dents is closer to 2 million. I was educated in 
the public school system from 1955 to 1967 and 
it was the most morally destructive influence in 
my young years and I bear spiritual scars from 
that experience to this day. Parents are responsi
ble to protect their children from ungodly and 
unscriptural influences, and those that do so 
never regret it. 

THE GAITHER'S RADICAL ECUMENISM -../ 
Friday Church News Notes, August 13, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Bill 
Gaither has a large influence upon many inde
pendent Baptist and other fundamentalist 
churches because of Southern Gospel music, but 
Gaither is a radical ecumenist who obviously 
does not believe what the Bible says about con
tending for the faith and separating from doc
trinal error. Recently Bill and Gloria Gaither 
appeared a~. Jake~' Potter's House in Dallas 
and sang, app~ enough, Russ TaWs "an
them of unity," which says, "You're my brother/ 
you're my sister/ so come take my hand/ to
gether we will work until He comes/ ... " Jakes 
holds the positive-only, judge-not philosophy. He 
supports women preachers and denies the Trin
ity. He practices the unscriptural and dangerous 
. "spirit slaying" and preaches a prosperity gospel. 
In 1990 I saw the Gaithers at the North Ameri
can Congress on the Holy Spirit World 
Evangelization. It did not concern the Gaithers 
that half of the crowd of 15,000 were Romgn 
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Catholics and that a Roman Catholic mass was 
held every morning. 

WHAT IS THE AMERICAN DREAM? 
Friday Church News Notes, August 13, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - An 
article in the USA Today financial section for Au
gust 8 was titled "Immigrants chase American 
dream." According to this article the American 
dream is financial prosperity and owning an ex
pensive home. Doubtless, this is the American 
dream to many, but originally the American 
dream was liberty, especially religious liberty, 
and this remains the American dream for Bible 
believers. The American dream for us is the First 
Amendment to the u.S. Constitution. This was 
certainly the American dream to the Pilgrims 
and other religious settlers in the 17th century. 
Economic prosperity can be a blessing, but it can 
also be a curse; because of fallen human nature, 
a nature that is never satisfied with things, that 
tends always towards covetousness and idolatry. 
Ancient Sodom was characterized by "pride, 
fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness" 
(Ezek. 16:49). 

NOTHING LASTS FOREVER 
Friday Church News Notes, August 13, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - An 
article on the impermanency of digital data in 
USA Today concluded, '1\Jready, most experts of 
the digital age concur on one principle: Nothing 
lasts forever" ("Photos, data only as good as 
what they are stored on," USA Today, July 27, 
2004). When it comes to computers, this is no 
doubt true; yet in the midst of a constan~y 
changing world we would do well to remind 
ourselves that there are indeed things that last 
forever. The human soul lasts forever. Death is 
man's "long home" (Ecc. 12:5) and it will be 
spent either in heaven or in hell, depending 
upon its relationship with Jesus Chnst. 

NEW "HIP" BIBLE TRANSLATION 
Friday Church News Notes, August 13, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The 
latest "hip" translation of the Bible is schedule~ 
for publication in September by Zondervan. It IS 

"The Word on the Street" by Rob Lacey, a 
"Welsh performance artist." Genesis 1:1-2 comes 
out like this: "First off, nothing ... but God. No 
light, no time, no substance, no matter. Second 
off, God says the word, and WHAP! Stuff every
where! The cosmos in chaos: no shape, no form, 
no function - just darkness ... total. And float
ing above it all, God's Holy Spirit, ready for ac
tion." The Lord Jesus said that even the very jots 
and tittles of the Hebrew Scriptures are impor
tant and unchangeable, and the final chapter of 
the Bible contains a solemn warning about add
ing to or taking away from God's Word; but 
there is an amazing carelessness toward the 
Scriptures in this generation. 

ANOTHER ROCKER DIES YOUNG 
Friday Church News Notes, August 13, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Rick 
James, who had the raunchy 1981 hit "Super 
Freak," about a nymphomaniac rock groupie, 
died in August 2004 at age 56. He spent time in 
prison for restraining and assaulting women 
with a hot crack pipe during a cocaine binge at 
his house in 1991 and again in a hotel room in 
1992. We have a list of 1,517 rockers who have 
died young. Someone might argue that if God's 
curse abides in a special way upon the rock & 
roll scene, why is it that some brash rock musi
cians are NOT cut off in their youth? Some of 
the most rebellious rockers, such as Mick Jagger 
and Keith Richards of the Rolling Stones, are 
nearing 60 years old. We do not know why God 

I appears to be more patient with some rebels 
than with others. We do know that the wages of 
sin is death, and whether death comes at age 
20, 40, or 70, it is one law that the rebel ~i1l 
not escape. We also know that God is merclful 
and longsuffering, "not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance" 
(2 Peter 3:9). 

AUSTRALIA LAWMAKERS BAN 
HOMOSEXUAL MARRIAGE 

Friday Church News Notes, August 20, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295~4143) - Law~ 
makers in Australia voted on August 13 to ban 
homosexual marriage. Prime Minister John 
Howard's conservative coalition pushed the law 
through and the opposition Labor Party sup
ported it. The bill, which passed by a vote of 
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39-7, will add the following words to the na
tion's Marriage Act: "Marriage means the union 
of a man and a woman to the exclusion of all 
others, voluntarily entered into for life." Amen. 
One homosexual senator of the Green Party 
raged against the new law by charging John 
Howard of following the "extreme right-wing 
fundamentalists currently in power in the United 
States." 

LUTHERANS ORDAIN A THIRD 
HOMOSEXUAL PASTOR 

Friday Church News Notes, August 20, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - On 
July 25 Jay Wiesner became the third openly ho
mosexual Lutheran pastor ordained in the Min
neapolis area. He was ordained at Bethany 
Lutheran Church, the same church where he and 
his partner were "married" on May 1. The Evan
gelical Lutheran Church in America officially for
bids homosexual ordinations, but that is largely 
on paper only. There are homosexual Lutheran 
pastors in Oakland, Sacramento, Hollywood, San 
Bernardino, Alameda, Berkeley, Kansas City, and 
other places. 

CAUFORNIA SUPREME COURT 
INVALIDATES HOMOSEXUAL 
MARRIAGES 

Friday Church News Notes, August 20, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - In a 
unanimous 7-0 decision the California Supreme 
Court has ruled that San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
exceeded his authority when he issued 4,000 
marriage licenses to homosexual couples. In a 
separate 5-2 vote, the justices also determined 
that the licenses are null and void. The court did 
not rule on the broader issue of the constitution
ality of homosexual marriages, and there are 
cases making their way through the court system 
that will eventually force a decision on this ques
tion. It is important that we pray earnestly for 
the nation in obedience to 1 Timothy 2, in confi
dence that our prayers will change things by 
God's grace. 

THE PAGAN OPENING OF THE OLYMPIC 
GAMES 

Friday Church News Notes, August 20, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa-

tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www . wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The 
opening ceremonies of the Olympic games in 
Athens featured pagan gods and goddesses. A 
half-man, half-horse centaur waded into the 
manmade lake in the center of the stadium and 
thrust a javelin skyward. A Cycladic head 
emerged from the lake. Eros, the god of love, 
also made an appearance. The Olympian mas
cots are Phevos and Athena, the pagan gods of 
light and music. Last week we observed that the 
modern Olympic games are as pagan as they 
were when Zeus was the focus 2,000 years ago. 
When Emperor Theodosius banned the games in 
393 because they were "too pagan," he was 
right. The human body is an amazing creation 
capable of wonderful feats, but the Olympic 
games do not glorify a holy Creator. 

PERSECUTION INCREASING IN CHINA 
Friday Church News Notes, August 20, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The 
following is from Assist News Service, August 
12: "The Voice of the Martyrs, an international 
Christian human rights watchdog, urged China 
yesterday to release over 100 house church lead
ers who it said were rounded up last week by 
security forces as part of an ongoing govern
ment-led crack down on evangelical Christians. 
Thousands of Chinese Christians are believed to 
be held in labor camps. tough prison sentences 
were expected for the house church leaders who 
were arrested Friday, August 6, in Kaifeng City, 
Henan Province, reported the U.S.-based China 
Aid Organization (CAA), another Christian hu
man rights group. They reportedly gathered for 
a meeting of encouragement at a gathering 
sponsored by a Henan House Church when sud
denly '200 military police, Public Security Bu
reau and other officers' arrived at the scene 'in 
about 20 police and military vehicles along with 
six minibuses.' Several church leaders arrested 
earlier have been tortured and some have died 
while in police custody church officials, human 
rights watchdogs and media have said." 

MUSLIMS MURDER MORE CHRISTIANS 
Friday Church News Notes, August 20, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service7 P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Mus
lims have murdered at least four Christians in 
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recent weeks. On June 30, Maulawi Assadullah's 
throat was cut in the Ghazni province of Afghan
istan because he was "propagating Christianity." 
On July 19, Hani Betti, the Christian owner of 
AI-Hanna restaurant in Mosul, Iraq, was killed. 
The militants then cut off the hands and blinded 
the eyes of Betti's Muslim business partner. On 
July 17, Mrs. Helmy Tombiling was stabbed to 
death in Poso, Indonesia. On July 18, Islamic 
militants shot Susianty Tinuelele to death in the 
Central Sulawesi area of Indonesia. She was 
murdered in the Presbyterian Christian Church. 
Four teenagers were wounded in the same at
tack. 

/ 

hOPE CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY OF 
c/ DOGMA ON IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

J 

Friday Church News Notes, August 20, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - On 
August 13 Pope John Paul celebrated the 150th 
anniversary of the dogma on Immaculate Con
ception with a visit to the Marian shrine in 
Lourdes, France. On December 8, 1854, Pope 
Pius IX declared "ex cathedra" (from the throne) 
that Mary was conceived without sin and that 
this is a formal dogma of Roman Catholicism. 
He said: " ... the most blessed Virgin Mary, in the 
first instant of her conception ... was preserved 
free from all stain of original sin ... " Pope Pius IX 
went on to warn that those who deny this 
dogma are "condemned by their own judgment" 
and have "made shipwreck as regards the faith" 
and have "fallen away from the unity of the 
Church." The present pope affirms this unscrip
tural and blasphemous doctrine, and thus we see 
the grave error of affiliating with the Roman 
Catholic Church and of praising Pope John Paul 
II, as many evangelical leaders have done. If this 
were Rome's only error, it would be enough to 
condemn it as a false "church" and to identify it 
as having a false gospel. 

CATHOLIC SEMINARY SHUT DUE TO 
PORN SCANDAL 

Friday Church News Notes, August 20, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - A 
Catholic seminary in St. Poelten, Austria, has 
been shut down because of pornographic and 
homosexual activity. The case has been going on 
for many months. Some 40,000 photos, includ
ing child pornography, were found on a com-

puter at the seminary. Some of the images, 
showing orgy scenes between priests and their 
instructors, were published in the Austrian news 
magazine Profil. In announcing the temporary 
closure of the school, Catholic Bishop Klaus 
Kueng said that "active homophile relations had 
developed." 

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY GRANTS 
HONORARY DEGREE TO ALICE 
COOPER 

Friday Church News Notes, August 20, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - In 
May, the Grand Canyon University, which is affil
iated with Southern Baptists in Arizona, granted 
shock rocker Alice Cooper a Ph.D. Cooper has 
made a profession of faith in Christ, but he con
tinues to perform rock and roll concerts as Alice 
Cooper. His 1986 come-back concert, which oc
curred after his conversion, featured many vile 
things from earlier days, including snakes, 
chopped-up baby dolls, even his own staged exe
cution by a guillotine. His shows continue to in
clude some of the aforementioned things. His 
grown daughter dresses scantily like Britney / 
Spears and participates in his rock shows. 

sec PRESIDENT DENOUNCES 
"SEPARATISM" 

Friday Church News Notes, August 27, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Speaking at the Southern Baptist Convention's 
annual meeting in June, SBC President Morris 
Chapman warned against "separatism." In his 
message "The Fundamentals of Cooperating 
Conservatives," he said: "There's a road wrongly 
taken by many on our left, the road of liberal
ism. But there is also a road wrongly taken by 
many others on our right side. It may not be as 
treacherous as the road of liberalism, but it is 
just as disabling to the Convention. What is this 
road? It is the road of separatism - an ecclesi
astical methodology that devalues cooperation in 
favor of hyper independence. In the past, we 
have avoided this road as fervently as the road 
on the left. If Southern Baptists steer too sharply 
toward the right, we will end up on the road of 
separatism. Southern Baptists have never em
braced the methodologies of separatism." Chap
man has admitted precisely what we have 
warned about, that the Southern Baptist Con-
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vention is New Evangelical to the core and has 
renounced biblical separation. The Bible doesn't 
allow this middle road position between theolog
ical liberalism and fundamentalism. Separation 
from doctrinal error is a divine commandment. 
"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which 
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doc
trine which ye have learned; and avoid them" 
(Rom. 16:17). Further simple proof of the SBC's 
New Evangelical stance is its uncritical praise of 
Billy Graham. I do not know of even one South
ern Baptist leader that renounces Graham and 
his inclusive evangelism and his decades-old 
practice of turning thousands of seekers over to 
Roman Catholic and liberal Protestant and Bap
tist churches. 

MTV'S WORLDWIDE MORAL POLLUTION 
Friday Church News Notes, August 27, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The 
annual MTV Video Music Awards are scheduled 
for August 28, and there will be tons of moral 
garbage on display. Nominations include 
"Naughty Girl" by Beyonce and "99 Problems" by 
Jay-Z, which are described even by the secular 
media as "sultry" and "gritty." The Bible uses 
other terms such as fornication, uncleanness, las
civiousness, and filthiness. An article in The Na
tion (Bangkok, Thailand) for Aug. 21 observed 
that the MTV awards show will be available to a 
potential viewing audience of more than one bil
lion people. MTV's 42 channels reach 407 mil
lion households worldwide, and it also has 34 
international websites. Let those who name the 
name of Christ take heed and not allow our
selves to be conformed to this present wicked 
world: "But fornication, and all uncleanness, or 
covetousness, let it not be once named among 
you, as becometh saints; neither filthiness, nor 
foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not conve
nient: but rather giving of thanks. For this ye 
know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, 
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
Let no man deceive you with vain words: for be
cause of these things cometh the wrath of God 
upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye 
therefore partakers with them." CEph. 5:3-6), 

FALWELL TO TEAM UP AGAIN WITH 
RICK WARREN 

Friday Church News Notes, August 27, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 

48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - An
other "Super Conference" has been scheduled for 
September, featuring Jerry Fa1weJJ B irk Warreo, 
Ed YOung, Hlmer T9¥'AS, Jim.Cymhala, and orq
ers. It will be held at Liberty University in 
Lynchburg Virginia Warren, senjor pastor of 
sacfdleback commu~~ ~~~ ~uthern Cali
lOrnla. holds the unjS?C: d8=:iiO?~-=-
~yangeli£a1 ehiloso~and uses "Christian" rock 
to draw big crowds. n his book The PU1J2ose 
Driven Life, Warren says, "God warns us over 
and over not to criticize, compare, or judge each 
other." In fact, while God's Word warns against 
judging hypocritically or judging by our fallible 
human traditions it plainly instructs us to judge 
everything by God's Word, especially doctrine 
and church practice. Acts 17:11 and 1 Thess. 
5:21 are examples of this. Warren u c ·tic I 
quotes Catholic here~ics s ..J n"of..the., 

ross . nn OUW$P Mtl.LTm~~J!i& 
readers. Jim C~6alac pastor of tbe"BmoklYJl.,.t~:; 
liernac1e, is a cllyj§,!n~!!s-rulP is r~ID<:!I!x..,~~ , 
menical. The Brooklyn Tabemacte's statement of 
faith says, "We believe the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit is for all believers as a definite endow
ment of power for service and is subsequent to, 
and separate from, conversion." They also say 
that all the gifts of the Spirit are for today. 
Falwell is affiliated with both the Southern Bap;.. 
t~t convention aJld me Baptist ~ible FellOWShip. 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ELEMENT OF 
CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC ~ 

Friday Church News Notes, August 27, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Con
temporary Christian Music is ecumenical music. 
In fact, CCM is one of the glues holding together 
the end-times ecumenical movement and it is 
therefore no surprise that a strong Roman Cath
olic element runs through it. An example is., p0.R.:..-_ 
ular CCM artist MichaeJ Card's dose affiliatioJl-.. 
With ROman Catholics sl!~_as J.QJl.u.Ml£,~~L:rill;=, 
Dof and Breiiif~ TaT60t ra s to Mary 
an urges umty on t e aSlS 0 e~a~~ 
€ald and Ialbot fiave cgl!abor!iiKUi" 
a'ntl-n-av~eeared1ilcOJ1~~n.urut~ 
Manning, e author otf~~Uffl~-G~s ~~)~ 
a 0 er a 0 c il . 

agaztne recently published a discussion 
between Card and Manning, stating that they 
are "friends of 20 years." Because of this radical 
ecumenism alone, CCM should be deeply sus
pect. "Be not deceived: evil communications cor
rupt good manners" (1 Corinthians 15:33). ''A 
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little leaven leaveneth the whole lump" 
(Galatians 5:9). 

REFORMED CHURCHES DECLARE 
,~ CAPITALISM IDOLATRY 

Friday Church News Notes, August 27, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - On 
A!J.g\l~~ 13.a...the .. &ene.raLcQunQI.J2Lthe World Alli
ance of Reformed Churches (WARe) -aeri6uncea 
ca£.It~~Jll:la.§1af-'~A 'deBaratlon passecraf-" 
die -conClUsion of~ annual gathering rejected 
"the current world economic order" and warned 
that capitalism excludes the poor and the vulner
able. While there is no ideal economic system in 
this sin-cursed world, and greed and corruption 
are rife within any system, the fact remains that 
capitalism such as that found in the U.S.A. and 
other free nations provides for the poor better 
than any other system and it also gives 
self-centered sinners the motivation necessary to 
be productive. Capitalism is certainly far better 
than communism and dictatorships, which cur
rently enslave large portions of the world's pop
ulation. The Reformed Alliance is exceedingly 
liberal. Choan-Seng Song, former study coordi
nator of the WARe, claims that we should see 
God in pagan religions and that we should not 
judge them doctrinally (Choan-Seng Song, "The 
Power of God's Grace in the World of Religions," 
The Ecumenical Review, WCC, Jan. 1987) . .Ibe 
WARe is a co-s,Qonsor of the Parliament of the 
World's Religions. T1ieWAltClfasalso-""olnecr 
h-aji~rt~l pagan re IglOns y participating in 
Pope John Paul II's Day of Prayer for World 
Peace in~sisi~~taly. 

THE ANNIVERSARY OF ROCK & ROLL 
Friday Church News Notes, August 27, 2004 

(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - This 
summer is the 50th anniversary of rock & roll. It 
was in July 1954 that Elvis Presley's first record 
''That All Right" was recorded at Sun Studios in 
Memphis. This is significant because rock music 
has had a vast influence upon society in the past 
generation. Rock music has a lot to do with the 
fact that western society has become permeated 
with pagan spirituality and relativistic morality. 
This is a generation addicted to rock's sensual 
backbeat and influenced by rock's philosophy. 
The Word of God warns about the lust of the 

flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life 
(1 John 2:15-16), which is a perfect character
ization of rock & roll. Our Rock is not as their 
rock. 

SRI LANKAN CHRISTIANS GET 
REPRIEVE FROM ANTI-CONVERSION 
BILL 

Friday Church News Notes, August 27, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The 
following is from ChristianityToday.com, August 
20: "Sri Lanka's Christians are expressing relief 
over the country's supreme court ruling this 
week. The justices ruled that certain significant 
clauses in the controversial anti-conversion bill 
are unconstitutional. The court said the 'Prohibi
tion of Forcible Conversion of Religion Bill' 
needs a two-thirds majority in the Parliament 
and a national referendum to become law in its 
present form. Or it could become law with a 
simple majority if amended. The court decision 
came as a blow to the all-Buddhist monks' politi
cal party Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU), which 
has been campaigning to ban conversions to 
Christianity. The JHU introduced this bill in Par
liament on July 21. The bill proposed about 
fines of u.s. $11,000 fine and imprisonment for 
up to seven years for violators. Observers note 
that the bill has hit rock bottom and is unlikely 
to get a two-thirds majority in Parliament vot
ing." 

MOVIE REVIEWER WARNS ABOUT 
TEEN-ORIENTED MOVIES 

Friday Church News Notes, August 27, 2004 
(David W. Cloud, Fundamental Baptist Informa
tion Service, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 
48061, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
http://www.wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Movie reviewer Michael Medved warns that 
movies designed for teenagers are becoming rac
ier and the ratings are slipping dramatically. 
Medved is not a Christian and does not use the 
New Testament Scriptures as his standard, but 
he says, "Material today - in the PG-13 cate
gory, used to clearly be R." Of the movie "The 
Notebook," he warns, "There is shockingly 
graphic sex." He wisely observes that "the mov
ies are sending out the message that teenage 
sexuality is not only happening, but it's happen
ing for everyone." Parents who care about the 
morality of their children will lovingly protect 
them from Hollywood. 


